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Back-2-School
First Day of

Classes:

DISTRICT:
HISD
ALDINE

DATE:
AUG 22 MON
AUG 17 WED

GALENA PARK AUG 11 THU
CHANNELVIEW AUG 15 MON

SHELDON AUG 17 WED
HUFFMAN AUG 10 WED
CROSBY AUG 11 THU

GOOSE CREEK AUG 10 WED

BARBERS HILL AUG 17 WED
DAYTON AUG 11 THU

NCA Chamber
Luncheon Aug. 5

The North Channel Area
Chamber will hold its monthly
luncheon on Aug. 5 at
11:30am at the Jacinto City
Town Center, 1025 Oates
Road, Jacinto City 77029.
Featured Speaker will be
Frank Mulcahy, on the topic
of Grow & Protect - New
Benefit. Members $20 Others
$30. RSVP to
info@ncachamber.com or
713-450-3600.

City of Galena
Park B2S Event
August 5

City of Galena Park Back To
School Event will be Friday,
Aug. 5 from 10am to 2pm at
Baggett Community Center.
Free Backpacks, school
supplies, music, health
services, photo booth,
carnival rides, and more.

North Shore
ROTARY B2S
August 6

North Shore Rotary and
Sheldon ISD will hold a Back-
to-School Backpack and
School Supply Giveaway at
Sheldon Lake Elementary,
13002 Sheldon Community
Drive, Houston 77044. Drive-
Thru Distribution starts at
9:00am. Must have student in
Car to receive Backpack and
Supplies. All students
welcome - Any District.

Galena Park
ISD continues
Free Meals

Galena Park ISD has
announced it will
continue its free
breakfast and lunch
prosgrams for all
students at qualifying
schools.GPISD will
continue its policy to
operate the Community
Eligibility Program (CEP)
under the National
School Lunch Program
and School Breakfast
Program for the 2022-
2023 school year.

Schools qualifying to
operate CEP serve
breakfast and lunch to
all children at no charge
and eliminate the
collection of meal
applications for free,
reduced-price, and paid
student meals. This new
approach reduces
burdens for both
families and school
administrators and helps
ensure that students
receive nutritious meals.

For additional
information please
contact the following
person:

Galena Park
Independent School
District

Attention: Brian Aubin
Director

Student Nutrition
Services

Houston, TX. 77015
832-386-1211
baubin@galenaparkisd.com

Galena Park Library open for most services

By Allan Jamail

Galena Park, TX. — July
26, 2022 — All of the Har-
ris County Public Library
(HCPL) Branches were
closed to the public due to
the Covid-19 virus pan-
demic from March 2020 to
May 2021. From June 2020
to May 2021 many of the
HCPL'’s including the Ga-
lena Park branch offered
virtual programs and curb-
side pickup for library ma-
terials and activities for all
ages.

Ms. Sisi Medina, Gale-
na Park’s Branch Manag-
er said they also continued
to connect with the local
schools with Crafts To Go
during summer school in
2021. In addition, she said
they offered some one-on-
one English as a Second
Language (ESL) and U. S
Citizenship classes via on-
line teaching sessions.

Galena Park’s Branch
closed indefinitely due to
damages caused by a bro-
ken pipe during the state-
wide killer freeze of
February 2021. The
branch went through ren-
ovation until Fall 2021 but
continued to serve the pub-
lic in a limited capacity.
We offered online pro-
grams, and continued ESL
and Citizenship classes.
Local users were redirect-
ed to Jacinto City’s Li-
brary.

Medina said they held
weekly Pop Up Library
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Galena Park Library Staff L-R: Sisi Medina, Branch Manasger Librarian, Nancy Vela,
Cindy Castro, Venezia Gallardo & Silvia Romo-Duarte. (Allan Jamail Photo)
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Pandemic and Burst Pjpes had caused closure

>

Teens and young adults using free adult computers. All ages can read on-line books or check out
books for points to win many different prizes and an engraved metal Reading Medallion with
lanyard. Library members can sign-up to win 4 Houston Astros tickets, for more details visit:

hcpl.beanstack.org.

(Allan Jamail Photo)

with their Curiosity Cruis-
er from May 2021 to De-
cember 2021 in the library
parking lot and hosted
their two annual celebra-
tions in the parking lot,
Booapalooza for Halloween
and Curbside Posada for
winter holiday celebra-
tions. Finally in December
2021 they partially opened
using just their lobby to
members providing laptop
and printer services again.

They reopened to the
public on January 3, 2022
with new extended hours.
With a small collection of
books on shelving carts,
borrowed furniture, and
equipment they offered
some normalcy back to the
community. They now
have children and adult
computers available for re-
search, gaming, and school
class assignments connect-
ed to printers. Medina
said, “We have the largest
collection of Spanish books
in both fiction and non-fic-
tion in the entire county.”

Medina said, “We're still
not fully furnished, but
we’ve been able to resume
in-person programs and
some services. We have our
full collection of books on
new shelving and new
computer equipment. Our
Summer Reading Program
events have been well at-
tended and we look for-

CONTINUED. SEE GALENA
PARK LIBRARY, PAGE 7

LaChapelle oversees Baldree Community Center

CHANNELVIEW -
Paul LaChapelle is the
Felix Baldree Community
Center Manager for Har-
ris County Precinct 2. He
began working for the pre-
cinct nearly a decade ago
as a part-time staff mem-
ber with youth programs.
In his current role, Paul
oversees the daily func-
tion of Baldree Communi-
ty Center and works
alongside his team to look
for solutions to enrich the
lives of Precinct 2 constit-
uents in the North Shore
and Cloverleaf communi-
ties. Paul was born and
raised in Houston’s North
Shore area. He a graduate

New program funded
by American Rescue
Plan funds will allocate
historic $48 million dol-
lar investment for
childcare and early
childhood development

HARRIS COUNTY -
June 14, 2022, In a 3 to 2
vote, commissioners court
approved a new program
investing $48 million
American Rescue Plan
(ARPA) funds for childcare
and early childhood devel-
opment in Harris County.
It is the largest known in-
vestment of ARPA dollars
by any county or city in the
nation for early childhood
education.

“Early childhood pro-
grams have one of the
strongest returns on in-
vestment of any type of
public program. Those pos-
itive effects also endure

The team at Baldree Community Center (L to R): Paul LaChapelle, Elizabeth (Betty) Castillo,
Kathy Johnson, William Howard

COUNTY PROVIDES

throughout the child’s life,
increasing their gradua-
tion rates and future earn-
ings while reducing any
possible contact with the
criminal justice system,”
said Judge Hidalgo. “ We
have an obligation to go
beyond just the minimum
standard of funding roads
and bridges and public
safety. We also have an
obligation to support our
next generation of workers
and innovators and lead-
ers.”

The program will in-
crease accessibility to high
quality childcare and ear-
ly childhood development
by 10% in the third-largest
county in the nation. Ap-
proximately 105,000 chil-
dren aged 0-3 with

CONTINUED. SEE $48 MILLION
FOR CHILDCARE, PAGE 5

of Stephen F. Austin State
University. Outside of
work, Paul enjoys spend-
ing time with his family
especially his wife, Olivia,
and their one-year-old
Shih Tzu, Gizmo.

LaChapelle was recent-
ly interviewed by Pct. 2 as
follows:

Q&A with Paul
LaChapelle, Precinct 2’s
Baldree Community Cen-
ter Manager

1. Describe the types of
programs and activities

CONTINUED. SEE BALDREE
CENTER'S LACHAPELLE, PAGE 7

NS Rotary hears of East Harris
$48M FOR CHILDCARE  County Empowerment Council

CHANNELVIEW - At a
recent luncheon meeting of
the North Shore Rotary
Club, Traci Dillard talked
about the activities and
goals of her social organi-
zation, the East Harris
County Empowerment
Council.

Founded in 2008 by Ter-
ence “Trey” Narcisse, of
Barrett Station, the goals
and mission of the Coucil
are to Improve the Quali-
ty of Life. Dillard said that
the Council “Connect
Communities. Empower
People. Transforms Lives.”

The EHCEC serves 6
areas with 5 school dis-
tricts: Channelview, Cros-
by, Galena Park, Jacinto
City, North Shore and
Sheldon. The staff for this
work has grown to 17 per-
sons, Dillard said.

Some of the programs of
the Council include food

IMAGINE
ROTARY

Rotary

Rotary President Ken Wimberly thanks Traci Dillard for her talk on
the EHCEC by presenting her with the traditional Gold Rimmed

Cup for speakers.

fairs, leadership learning,
vaccinations, small busi-
ness grant applications,
back to school giveaways,
holiday dinners for needy
families, and more.
Dillard characterized
East Harris County as an
underserved area with

great needs. There are food
deserts, healthcare
deserts, high poverty rate,
and lower than average life
expectancy. She said that
the Council works in all of

CONTINUED. SEE EHCEC AT
ROTARY, PAGE 5
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CHANNELVIEW ISD NEWS ~ GALENA PARK ISD NEWS

Channelview ISD hosts Ribbon Cutting A Message From The Superintendent
Ceremony for New McGhee

Elementary School

The Channelview Independent
School District will host a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony to mark the completion
of the new McGhee Elementary, which
was constructed as part of the voter-
approved 2019 Bond.

The campus is named after Joe
McGhee, the man who donated the land
for the original school house. His grand-
son, also named Joe McGhee, helped
with the construction. The McGhee
School was originally built for African-
American children in Channelview be-
fore integration occurred 25 years later.
In addition, the first African-American
student to enroll in Channelview ISD
was a descendent of the McGhee fami-
ly. Artifacts from the original McGhee
School will be moved to the new cam-
pus and placed in an in-house museum
for students, parents and community
members to visit.

Tours will be provided following the

ceremony.

Who:

CISD Superintendent Dr. Tory C.
Hill, CISD Board of Trustees President
Patrick Lacy, McGhee Elementary
Principal Lizette Castelline, Great
Grandson of Joe McGhee Bobby
Sparks, Great Granddaughter of Joe
McGhee Richie McGhee Gradney,
and Great Great Granddaughter of Joe
McGhee Tammi Mac, as well as stu-
dents, staff, stakeholders and commu-
nity members.

When: Monday, August 8,

2022, at 6:30 p.m.
Where: 1045 Sheldon Road,

77530

Contact: Lila Hollin

Executive Director of Communica-
tions

281-452-8080

lila.hollin@cvisd.or:

Channelview ISD Welcomes New
Director of Secondary Multilingual

Claudia Chavez-Pinto

el of Secondony Mllfogual) ————

Claudia Chavez-Pinto has been se-
—@lected as the new Director of Second-
ary Multilingual for Channelview ISD.
Chavez-Pinto has been working in
education for the past 20 years. She has
served as an elementary and middle
school principal. As a campus principal,
her campus became a fine arts magnet
school and received several TEA distinc-
tions designations during her leader-
ship. In addition, her campus went from
an F grade (according to TEA) to a B
grade during the first two years under
her guidance. Her campus was also able
to obtain all 10 points for accountabili-
ty on TELPAS Growth with an emer-

gent bilingual population of over 1,300
students.

“I am excited to join such a talented
and diverse educational team who ex-
hibits not only a passion for student
learning and success, but also action
driven and oriented to make it happen,”
said Ms. Pinto. “You can expect for me
to be an instructional leader who will
collaborate with all stakeholders to pro-
vide the necessary support to enhance
language development, acquisition, and
student learning for all secondary emer-
gent bilinguals as evident in student
data.”

Channelview ISD 9th graders students
paid a visit to Rice University

A group of incoming 9th graders had the incredible opportunity to attend Rice
University’s Energy Explorations Academy this summer. These students had the chance
to participate in an investigation-focused week-long camp. While learning about various
energy sources and putting their laboratory skills to the test, students were able to gain

first-hand experience. Great job!

Dear GPISD Parents/Guardians &
Families,

Summer is quickly coming to an end,
and another exciting school year is just
around the corner!

As we approach the First Day of
School, I want you to know your child’s
safety is of the utmost importance and
will always be a top priority for the Dis-
trict.

I would like to briefly share with you
some safety measures that have been
implemented for the upcoming school
year.

All 26 GPISD campuses and two day-
care facilities will have a dedicated
School Resource Officer during the
week, more cameras have been added
to the interior and exterior of our cam-
puses and facilities, and there will be
additional security trainings for our
staff.

For more information regarding safe-
ty and security, please read our GPS
magazine, you can click the picture on
the next page to view the magazine.

John Moore, Ed.D. Superintendent

We hope your family enjoys the re-
mainder of your summer break and we
will see you on Thursday, August 11!

Sincerely,

John Moore, Ed.D.

Superintendent of Schools

Senior Gold Card

Galena Park ID is excited to offer the
Senior Gold Card program for all
GPISD residents 55 years of age or old-
er.

The Senior Gold Card gives you free
access to GPISD performing arts and
regular season, home athletic events
(playoff games are not included).

The GPISD Senior Gold Card is
FREE to all eligible community mem-
bers as a token of our appreciation for
the many contributions you have made
to the GPISD community and schools
over the years. We want area seniors to
continue being active members and sup-
porters of our community and schools.

To receive your Senior Gold Card,
please bring a valid driver’s license or
I.D. to the GPISD Administration

Building, located at 14705 Woodforest
Boulevard, or the GPISD Athletic Com-
plex, located at 15025 Wallisville Road,
between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and
2:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

For questions or additional assis-
tance, please call 832-386-1000.

SHELDON ISD NEWS ¢

The school year begins Wednesday, August 17. Registration for the 2022-23
school year is underway. Registration is for new students only. New students

should:

1.Go to www.sheldonisd.com/register/ to begin the registration process
by completing the online pre-enrollment forms and uploading the required docu-

ments.

2.Campus staff will call to set up appointments to let families know once

the application is complete.

Returning students do not have to register. Returning students should:

1.Complete the residency verification through Skyward Family Access.

COVID-19 VACCINES
& BOOSTERS
-ALL AGES-

JULY 18TH, 21ST, 25TH, 26TH, 29TH
AUGUST 1ST AND4TH
9AM- 5PM

Walk-ins
Welcome

\[o ID”nSLIfance
Required

GALENA PARK BRANCH LIBRARY
1500 KEENE STREET
GALENA PARK, TX 77547
For more information call
(832) 927-5470

HARRISC 0L
[‘UBLIC.‘L]HRAJ;‘}‘

Galena Park
HBraneh Library

PFIZER
MODERNA

J&J
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CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

Commonality

Too often when we watch television or read the
news, we see examples of the differences in
individuals. Over the past few years, we have
seen how a difference can lead to much division.
There have been numerous times when we have
seen a slight difference sparked fights, shootings
and sometimes riots.

Recently while attending an event in the
community, I overheard several senior adults
talking about how they cannot understand why
their newer neighbors park vehicles all along the
street. One gentleman was stating that if a fire
truck or ambulance needed to drive down the
road, it would not fit. An elderly lady was upset
that her neighbors park in front of her home
almost daily. Yet another adult was saying that
each weekend, she gets tired of the loud music as
well as trash being thrown in her yard.

Just a day later, I was with a younger group of
people who were upset that every time they have
a family gathering, their neighbors call the police.
It seems that when they have these gatherings,
they do not get started until around 8 p.m., as
they all work outside of the home.

Not a week goes by that one person does not
call me before 8 a.m. on a Saturday. I have
explained that with working Monday thru Friday,
I typically prefer no calls until after 10 a.m., so
that I can get things done around the house or
perhaps even sleep in a little later. And most
people who know me, know I attend church on
Sundays, yet you would be surprised as to how
many people call on Sunday mornings. Even
more shocking is the number who do it weekly.

How do we talk to people and express our
beliefs and desires without coming across as
angry or upset? We must look for common
ground. Maybe if have a civic association or a
homeowners association, we could bring these
concerns up and ask that they address them.
With friends and family, sometimes we have to
remind them more than once. Maybe because we
are too familiar with them, we do not always
respect the boundaries that we do with strangers.

When there are new neighbors, perhaps we
should stop by for a brief meeting. Take a few
minutes to stop and introduce yourself and maybe
give them your phone number. Share some basic
information, such as if you have children in local
schools, or how long you have lived on the street.
Be a welcoming face and encourage them to get to
know other neighbors and the community. A few
minutes of your time can ease any uncomfortable
feelings and perhaps open the door to a lifelong
friendship. Ibelieve that in a time where there is
so much uncertainty, every small act will go a
long way in making the world a better place.

Back Issues are available in
PDF format on our websites:
www.starcouriernews.com and
www.northchannelstar.com
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113-977-2555

EILEEN BRIGHTWELL, DDS

www.brightwelldental.com

1820 Holland St. = Jacinto City, TX 77029

(713) 455-7923

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.
5,000 readers Weekly

ASK DIAMOND JIM

PINEFOREST JEWELRY’S NEW “EXPERIENCE” STORE, UNDER CONSTRUCTION ON BELTWAY 8, TO BE COMPLETED IN 2023. SEE
FULL DESCRIPTION OF THE EXPERIENCE IN THE COLUMN BELOW.

Diamond Jim: “How
did you get your
start in the
jewelry
business?”’

In their youth Jim & Linda Mills invested their
time, their meager resources, and their abilities into
becoming entrepreneurs. They researched many
businesses. The lure of gold and diamonds caught
their attention. They began with learning how to
manufacture jewelry, investing many, many hours
into their new project which would become their
livelihood. From this they learned how to repair
jewelry. The next step was attending courses on
everything from diamonds and precious stones, to
metallurgy and refining, and appraising and sales.
Finally, it was time to take a huge leap of faith.

Jim purchased a large Russian ingot of pure 24K
gold. This ingot was embossed with the Russian
“Hammer & Sickle” emblem. This was of great
importance to Jim. From a symbol of communism he
would create his capitalist company. He alloyed that
gold ingot to 14K, and manufactured several trays of
rings and pendants, some with diamonds and others
with precious stones. With his designs in hand, Jim
ventured out into the world of business! And then the
process of building a real business began to happen.
He was soon overwhelmed.

Jim broke the news to Linda that it was time to
take another step...actually another leap of faith. On
May 1, 1986, they opened Pineforest Jewelry, Inc.
The business was an instant success. Giving custom-
ers a “WOW Experience” was a must in Jim and
Linda’s minds. The reputation preceded any talk of
Pineforest Jewelry. Three years later on a Christmas
Eve... Jim and Linda witnessed customers lined up
on the sidewalk, waiting in a line to enter the store in
order to wait in still another line inside the store. In
no time at all, Jim became the consummate diamond
professional and since then has been referred to as
“Diamond Jim”. Diamond Jim and Linda were forced
to make another leap of faith. They were forced to
expand! Later that year, They purchased a 7,200 SF
building and began the hard work of creating the
new home of Pineforest Jewelry.

PLAN YOUR DREAM VACATION

—

BEST OF HAWAII ———
FOUR-ISLAND TOUR T
12 days, departs year-round
Oahu - Hawaii Island - Kauai -
Maui — Enjoy a fully guided
4-island Hawaiian vacation with
centrally located lodging in
Waikiki on Oahu, and beachfront
lodging on the “Big Island” of
Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui. Guided
throughout by our friendly Tour
Directors—your local experts.
Includes 3 inter-island flights.

—
reoOM

) ﬂi +2,209' I

GRAND ALASKAN
CRUISE & TOUR

12 days, departs May - Sep 2023
Vancouver - Ketchikan -
Juneau - Skagway - Glacier
Bay - Anchorage - Denali -
Anchorage - and more — Visit
Denali National Park and Glacier
Bay National Park on the same
incredible trip! Cruise through
the Gulf of Alaska and the Inside
Passage as you discover the
best of the Frontier State by land
and by sea.

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

CRIMSON CANYONS
& MESAS NATIONAL
PARKS TOUR

10 days, departs Apr - Sep 2023
Grand Canyon - Bryce Canyon
Zion - Capitol Reef - Arches

& Canyonlands - and more

— Experience the stunningly

red rocks of these 6 iconic
southwestern national parks.
Travel through deserts, forests,
mountains, and to the very edge
of the Grand Canyon on this tour.

CALL 1-844-684-4305

FROM
"tG949

= 1,699 7

promo code
N7TOTT

To this day, Diamond Jim insists that every
customer receive a “WOW Experience” from the
moment they walk through the door. That dedication
to exceeding customer expectations is the reason
Pineforest Jewelry has earned the reputation as one
of the highest rated jewelry stores in Houston, Texas.
And now they are taking this “Experience” to the
next level...construction of an 8,000 SF theme
jewelry store. Slated to open in early 2023, “Diamond
Jim’s Pineforest Jewelry Experience” will offer
customers a unique jewelry experience unlike any
other

Upon your arrival, you will find a jewelry store
that inside and outside is based on an 1800s gold
mine experience. At the entrance you will be greeted
by a statue of a gold miner panning gold, a genuine
ore cart on rails, and a boulder-surrounded entrance
to the gold mine. You won’t see expensive crystal
chandeliers, but instead will find mining tools,
artifacts, mining timbers, stalactites and stalag-
mites, and the sounds of mining in the background!.
In addition, videos of gold and silver mining, dia-
mond mining, diamond and gemstone cutting, pearl
diving, jewelry manufacturing and repair, and
countless other jewelry-related videos will be located
throughout the store. Our complete repair facility
may be viewed through a continuous glass wall. An
old time “Assay Office” will complete the feeling of
the olden days... where your gold, silver, coins, and
other precious metals can be evaluated and sold...or
traded as the case may be. And last, but not least,
you will be able to relax and complete your experi-
ence in our 600 SF restaurant!

WE WELCOME YOU TO YOUR NEW
HOME...YOUR NEW EXPERIENCE...YOUR ONE-
OF-A-KIND.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim” column and
for supporting the North Channel Star Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer and
precious metals broker. Pineforest Jewelry has been a proud
member of the Independent Jewelers Organization (IJO) and
the Retail Jewelers Organization (RJO) for many years. See
more at: www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Plugusin.

/J——,

‘We'll turn you on.

% PlneforestJeweIrycom

1141 Uvalde « Houston, Texas 77015
713.451.1321

Luis F. Garcia, CPA
Attorney at Law

13364 Woodforest Blvd
Houston, TX 77015

713-999-8006

E.luis@luisgarcialaw.com

www.luisgarcialaw.com

NORTHSHORE VACUUM

Prodecunnal Flooe & Carpel Cleanime

Hudngﬁ;‘ﬂodney Sanchez
Houston, TX 77015

134513007

Stripeping & Wax Flaors/ { Shampoping Carpet
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COUNTY
CONNECTION

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo

All Harris County Kids

Deserve Quality Childcare

I have long been an advocate and a champion
for programs that enrich the lives and secure a

brighter future for Harris County children. Since
taking office, my staff and I have been expanding

the possibilities of what Harris County can

achieve to help families. We spoke to parents and

early childhood providers and experts and held

community conversations in person and virtually,

during which access to affordable, quality child-
care was brought up again and again. We found
that approximately 105,000 children with work-
ing parents under the age of three in Harris
County live in a “quality child care desert,” in
which there are few or no affordable options for
quality child care. This, despite the numerous

studies that show high-quality child care is linked

to higher rates of educational attainment and
adult employment, and lower drug use and
criminal outcomes. To improve the quality of life

for Harris County residents, investing in quality

childcare for young children was simply some-
thing the data obliged us to try.

In June, Harris County Commissioners Court

made history by approving a new program invest-

ing $48 million American Rescue Plan (ARPA)
funds for childcare and early childhood develop-
ment in Harris County. It is the largest known

investment of ARPA dollars by any county or city

in the nation for early childhood education. The

program will increase accessibility to high quality

childcare and early childhood development by

10% in Harris County and create up to 1,000 child
care slots for children ages zero to three, with an
emphasis on communities where there are few to

no such options. It will help families afford child
care, which is the second most expensive house-
hold item on average after housing in the family
budget. The program will also help childcare

centers recover and stabilize financially after the

pandemic, support ongoing capacity-building for
childcare providers, give a boost to workers by
requiring participating childcare centers to pay
staff $15 an hour, and help mothers with new-
found childcare return to work.

This historic program is not our first effort to
assist families and children. Harris County

invested nearly $9 million in an Early Childhood

Impact Fund, which is supporting home-based

child care businesses, infant/toddler literacy, and
resources for foster children. The county has also
established the $4.7 million COVID-19 Childcare

Assistance Program to provide families with
learning and childcare opportunities during the
pandemic. The County created a Child Tax Cred
engagement program that brought in over $13
million in tax credits for Harris County families,
and we also implemented best-in-class family-
friendly workplace policies for County workers,

it

including 12 weeks paid parental leave, addition-
al sick leave and resources for finding child care.
And I am proud to say that in July, Commission-

ers Court approved a $7.7 million Maternal and

Child Home Visitation Health Care Initiative for

300 of the most vulnerable mothers in Harris
County (read more about this below).

All levels of government must be willing to
assist in nurturing every child that is born. I am

proud that Harris County has set a precedent for

what local governments can do to support all of
their residents and help them make a better
future.
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

Walking Billboards Promote
pedestrians Safety

If you happen to visit a
high-traffic area in one of
the state’s larger cities,
you might come across
some folks wearing sand-
wich boards, such as one
sees during tax season or
mattress sales. The Texas
Department of
Transportation has
adopted this marketing
device to promote its “Be
Safe. Drive Smart” pedes-
trian safety campaign this
month.

Pedestrians account for
one in five traffic fatalities
in the state. Last year,
5,366 traffic crashes in-
volving pedestrians oc-
curred, with 841 people
killed. TxDOT is using the
highly visible sandwich
boards to remind both
drivers and pedestrians to
follow the rules of the road
and watch out for each
other. The boards are be-
ing worn by members of
TxDOT’s street teams.

“Only 1% of traffic
crashes in Texas involve
pedestrians, yet pedestri-
ans account for 19% of all
roadway deaths,” said Tx-
DOT Executive Director
Marc Williams. “That’s
because pedestrians lack
the protective equip-
ment—airbags, seat belts
and bumpers—common to
vehicles. To keep our most
vulnerable road users
safe, we urge motorists to
always be on the lookout
for people walking. Pedes-
trians also have the re-
sponsibility to be aware of
their surroundings and
follow the rules of the
road.”

JULY 31 DEADLINE FOR
NEWBORN ENROLLMENT
IN TTPF

The deadline to open a
Texas Tuition Promise
Fund college savings ac-
count for a child younger
than 1 year old is July 31,
according to the
state comptroller’s office.
Participants can lock
in 2021-2022 tuition and
fee prices for their loved
little ones at Texas public
colleges and universities
by establishing an ac-
count by then.
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By Gary Borders

The comptroller’s re-
port states: “According to
the 2020 edition of Sallie
Mae’s Higher Ambitions:
How America Plans for
Post-secondary Educa-
tion, planners save two
times more for college
than non-planners. Plan-
ners are also more likely
to start investing for col-
lege when their child is
young, which is associat-
ed with less expected stu-
dent loan debt.”

Contributions to what
are known as 529 plans,
such as TTPF, are partial-
ly exempt from the feder-
al gift tax. Up to $16,000
annually ($32,000 for
married couples) can be
given without triggering
the gift tax.

WILDFIRE RISK REMAINS
HIGH ACROSS STATE

As the nearly statewide
drought shows no signs of
abating, wildfire danger
continues to spread across
the state. The Chalk
Mountain Fire in Somer-
vell County and the 1148
Fire in Palo Pinto County
caused local officials to
urge residents to evacu-
ate. Several lakefront
homes were destroyed
around Possum Kingdom
Lake last week as a result
of the 1148 Fire, which in-
volved 457 acres and was
about 50% contained as of
Sunday, according to
the Texas A&M Forest
Service.

There were 16 active
wildfires across the state,
the largest being the
Chalk Mountain Fire in-
volving 6,705 acres. It was
10% contained as of Sun-
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day. A total of 215 coun-
ties in Texas now have
burn bans in place.

TREE-KILLING BEETLE
SPREADS TO MORE
COUNTIES

The invasive emerald
ash bore has been con-
firmed in two additional
counties this month, ac-
cording to the forest ser-
vice. The invasive
wood-boring pest is now
confirmed in 11 Texas
counties, with the addi-
tion of Morris and Rusk
counties. It has killed mil-
lions of trees across 35
states since its arrival in
the United States 20
years ago.

“The pest is a major
threat to urban, suburban
and rural forests as it ag-
gressively Kkills ash trees
within two to three years
after infestation,” said
Demian Gomez, with the
forest service.

Counties where the em-
erald ash bore has been
detected have their ash
timber and lumber quar-
antined to prevent the
spread of the pest. The
beetle was first detected
in Texas in 2016 in Harri-
son County. Since then,
EAB has been confirmed
in Bowie, Cass, Dallas,
Denton, Marion, Morris,
Rusk, Wise, Parker and
Tarrant counties.

STATE AGAIN SHOWS
LARGE JOB GAIN

Texas added 82,500
nonfarm jobs in June, the
largest gain this year. The
state again set new em-
ployment highs, as total
nonfarm employment
reached. 13.43 million, ac-
cording to the Texas
Workforce Commission.

“This type of sustained
economic success is only
possible when employers
and job seekers have max-
imum opportunities to
reach their full potential,
and TWC works hard to
support those opportuni-
ties,” Bryan Daniel, TWC
chairman, said.

Jobs in the oil and gas
industry led the increase
with 4,900 new jobs, while
the construction sector
lost 3,000 workers. The
state’s unemployment
rate dropped a tick to
4.1%, down from 4.2% in
May.

NEARLY 90,000 TEXANS
HAVE DIED OF COVID-19

Approximately two-
and-a-half years after
COVID-19 began to sweep
the country, nearly 90,000
Texans have died as a re-
sult of the disease, accord-
ing to Texas Department
of State Health Services,
with more than 6 million
cases reported since 2020.
The BA.5 variant is now
causing most of the infec-
tions, with a rolling sev-
en-day average of 11,905
cases reported daily. The
number of lab-confirmed
COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions on Sunday in Texas
totaled 3,454, according
to DSHS, which is up
slightly from the previous
week.
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

“Good
Enough”

T've decided that I'm good
enough.

Thad a big birthday, and it
got me to thinking, as big
birthdays will, about what
would change and what
would stay the same in the
decade to come. I found my
list of self-improvement
chores much shorter than in
previous years.

I used to exhaust myself
with these lists.

I would write them down
and then worry I'd forget
them—and how could I be-
come a better person if I didn’t
have my goals in mind every
moment? Every day, I'd re-
view my lofty goals of being
more productive and more
mindful and eating better and
exercising more and accom-
plishing all the things I
dreamed of.

But this year, I found my-
self making lists of all the
ways I liked my life and, sur-
prisingly, all the ways I liked
myself—just as I am. In fact,
I woke this morning, this
morning of the big birthday,
and felt that I was good
enough.

Of course, 'm not perfect.
Thereisn’t a day I don’t waste
valuable time, or miss an op-
portunity to be kind, or gen-
erally fall short of being the
person I could be. But perfec-
tion is a terrible goal to set
for oneself. I was never meant
to be perfect and really, now
that I think about it, perfect
sounds a bit dull. Instead, I'm
going to be grateful that I am
good enough.

“Good enough” encompass-
es everything.

It covers the moments of
overwhelming bliss that
blindside me; walking down
the street and seeing a shop
filled with yellow flowers, or
a small girl dancing in a dirty
green onesie, or a giant furry
dog pounding its feet on the
ground, or the sun reflecting
perfectly on a shiny piece of
stone on the sidewalk. It’s all
the moments I catch—just in
time—that cause my heart to
swell and make me wonder
how so much beauty could be
around me so much of the
time, and I am lucky enough
to see it.

“Good enough” also covers
the times when I feel alone
and ignored. When friends
don’t write back and no one
seems to notice my writing
and I wonder if I might be
delusional, typing away every
day with no one reading my
novel. It covers when I am
tired and a little sore and I
don’t feel like taking my walk
or doing my pushups or fin-
ishing the cleaning or the pa-
perwork that seems
overwhelming at that mo-
ment. “Good enough” covers it
all.

And while I have always
enjoyed articles about self-
reinvention, I discovered with
surprise, on this big birthday,
that I'm not really interested
in reinventing myself, be-
cause I like the self I've in-
vented pretty well. Sure, she’s
got a few issues. But I'm used
to her issues and none of
them will get her arrested.
She’s good enough for me.

I realize (with a little dis-
appointment) that this phi-
losophy will probably not
allow me to write a self-help
blockbuster. “You’re Good
Enough: Get Over It” proba-
bly wouldn’t make its way up
the NYT bestseller list. And
that’s OK too. I used to think
I had a lot more advice for
other people than I have to-
day. Today, I think it’s good
enough to manage my life as
best I can and let others do
the same. They are good
enough as well.

It will be interesting to
approach a new decade with
fewer lofty goals and more
kindness toward myself. 1
wanted to finish this column
with words worthy of the oc-
casion. I've decided this is
good enough.

Till next time, Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir is
called “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.
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COMMUNITY
WATCH

Arrests of six Catalytic
theft suspects tied to
Aldine deputy's death

HOUSTON - A joint
task force raided six loca-
tions Thursday, and arrest-
ed six persons suspected of
involvement in a city-wide
wave of catalytic convert-
er thefts.

Authorities said that
the raids and arrests were
based on information de-
veloped after the shooting
death of Sheriff’s deputy
Darren Almendarez. Aldi-
ne Deputy Almendarez
was fatally shot last March
while attempting to stop
thiefs who were stealing
the catalytic converter
from his pickup truck. Al-
mendarez was on a shop-
ping trip on FM1960 with
his wife and another per-
son. Three men have been
charged with that theft
and murder.

Several arrests have
been made in connection
with a large-scale catalytic
converter theft ring which
has possible ties to the fatal
shooting of a Harris Coun-
ty sheriff’s deputy.

Homeland Security In-
vestigations (HSI) Houston,
Harris County Sherift’s Of-
fice, Houston Police Depart-
ment and Texas
Department of Public Safe-
ty were involved in arrest-
ing six people Thursday for
their alleged roles in the
ring theft.

According to a news re-
lease from Texas DPS, the
six men arrested are sus-
pected of fencing stolen cat-
alytic converters for the
three suspects previously
charged in connection with
the death of HCSO Sheriff’s
Office Deputy Darren Al-
mendarez. The deputy was
killed while off-duty in a
shootout with three alleged
catalytic converter thieves,
according to the Sheriff’s
Office.

On March 31, Almen-
darez and his wife were out
grocery shopping in the
2900 block of FM 1960 near
Aldine Westfield when he
encountered three men al-

ABOVE, some of
the 470 Catalytic
converters at a
raided storage
site.

RIGHT: Deputy
Almendarez who
was fatally shot
while trying to
stop one of the
thefts.

legedly stealing a catalytic
converter from his truck.
Gunfire erupted, and Al-
mendarez was struck. He
was rushed to an area hos-
pital where he later died.

The suspects in the
shooting who are each
charged with capital mur-
der are Joshua Stewart, 23;
Fredarius Clark, 19; and
Fredrick James Tardy, 17.

The six suspects arrest-
ed for fencing stolen catalyt-
ic converters are Jose
Martinez, 19; Armando
Martinez, 18; Isaac Castil-
lo, 21; Terance Elder, 20; and
Armando Martinez Sr., 39;
all residents of Houston,
and Jose Sanchez, a 21-
year-old resident of Dayton,
Texas.

Six federal search war-
rants were also executed at
five Houston-area residenc-
es and one storage facility
as part of the multi-agency
criminal investigation into
the organized theft group,
according to authorities.

“Our community has

been increasingly plagued
by these types of crimes,”
said Harris County Sheriff
Ed Gonzalez. “I am thank-
ful for all efforts made to
arrest these dangerous in-
dividuals. This operation
would not have been a suc-
cess without the strong col-
laboration of several
agencies within our region.”

The investigation into
the organized theft group
has previously resulted in
the arrest of one other indi-
vidual. In this raid seized
were more than $484,000 in
bulk currency, one firearm,
and narcotics, according to
DPS.

DPS reports organized
theft groups frequently tar-
get catalytic converters for
the precious metals that
they contain such as palla-
dium, platinum and rhodi-
um. The precious metals are
extremely valuable, and a
worldwide supply shortage
has created an increased
demand for them further
driving up the value.

of smoke
shop robbers

CHANNELVIEW - In-
vestigators need the pub-
lic’s help in identifying a
man and woman wanted
for the robbery of A local
business the morning of
Monday, August 1, 2022.

At around 6:45a.m., the
male and female can be
seen entering the Puff’s
Smoke Shop located in
15700 block of the East
Freeway in Channelview.

The man and woman ca-
sually looked at merchan-
dise, then the male
grabbed the clerk and held
her in a chokehold while
demanding she open the
register.

The clerk complied, and
the pair stole cash along
with vapes cartridges ,
adult products and tattoo
equipment.

The male is described as
a Hispanic male, heavy
set, between 35 to 40 years
of age. The female is 25 to
30 years-old, with tattoos
on her left shoulder to el-
bow. The pair fled in a
newer model gray colored
Ford F150.

Anyone with informa-
tion is urged to call the Vi-
olent Crime unit at
713-274-9210 or Crime
Stoppers may pay up to
5,000 for information lead-
ing to the charging and/or
arrest of the suspect(s) in
this case. Information may
be reported by calling 713-
222-TIPS (8477), submit-
ted online at
www.crime-stoppers.org or
through the Crime Stop-
pers mobile app. Only tips
and calls DIRECTLY TO
Crime Stoppers are anon-
ymous and eligible for a
cash reward.

Null MS Athletics
Parent Meeting
August 2 @ 6pm-
7:30pm
Where: Null Gymnasium

$48m funding for
Childcare,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

working parents live in a
quality child care desert in
which there are few or no
affordable options for qual-
ity child care in their area.
Due to the high cost of
childcare, often one parent
is forced to stay home, pre-
venting them from enter-
ing the workforce and
costing families lost wag-
es.

Since 2020, numerous
childcare facilities have
been forced to close due to
the pandemic, adding bur-
den to existing childcare
deserts. This investment
seeks to help childcare cen-
ters recover and stabilize
financially so they can re-
main open while also pro-
viding childcare workers a
liveable wage to help re-
cruit and retain staff.

Judge Lina Hidalgo has
led a groundbreaking ef-
fort to expand the avail-
ability of childcare and
other early childhood edu-
cation initiatives. Harris
County invested nearly $9
million in an Early Child-

hood Impact Fund, which
is supporting home-based
child care businesses, in-
fant/toddler literacy, and
resources for foster chil-
dren.

The county also estab-
lished the $4.7 million
COVID-19 Childcare As-
sistance Program to pro-
vide families with learning
and childcare opportuni-
ties during the pandemic.
With an investment of
$500,000 in ARPA funds,
the county created a Child
Tax Credit engagement
program that brought in
over $13 million in tax
credits for Harris County
families. The $20 million
lead abatement program
will test thousands of Har-
ris County children for el-
evated lead levels and
remove lead from their
homes. The county has im-
plemented best-in-class
family-friendly workplace
policies including 12 weeks
paid parental leave, addi-
tional sick leave and re-
sources for finding child
care.

EHCEC at Rotary,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

these areas to provide re-
sources and opportunities.

EHCEC has a portfolio
of Programs and Services
to help with these prob-
lems, she said. These in-
clude:

-- Community impact &
Initiatives, connecting the
community to opportuni-
ties and resources;

-- Economic Opportuni-
ty, creating business resil-
iency so residents and the
community can thrive;

-- Learning & Leader-

ship, developing the next
generation of community
leaders;

-- Recovery & Resil-
ience, supporting East
Harris County residents in
their needs.

EHCEC is funded by
donations, grants, and
partnerships. Their goal is
“making East Harris
County the best place to
live, learn, work and play.”
They accomplish this by
connection people to re-
sources and opportunities.
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When you call these Advertisers, this
Newspaper receives a referral fee, whether you
purchase of not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

freedom to be you.

‘and info guide.

i

C. all 1-855-333-1888
for a free consultation

FREEDOI/M.
TO BE YOU.

If you think oxygen therapy means
slowing down, it’s time for a welcome
breath of fresh air.

Introducing the Inogen One family of portable
oxygen systerms. With no need for bulky
tanks, each concentrator is designed to keep
you active via Inogen’s Intelligent Delivery
Technology. ® Hours of quiet and consistent
oxygen flow on a long-lasting batterny charge
enabling freedom of movement, whether at
home or on the road. Every Inogen One meets
FAA requirerments for travel ensuring the

No heavy oxygen tanks

Ultra quiet operation

Lightweight and easy to use

safe for car and air travel

Full range of options and accessories
FDA approved and clinically validated

mogen

MKT-PO2 53

Windows and Patio Doors!

BUY ONE, GET ONE

40

%
OFF

m 50 Money Down

50 Interest
50 Monthly Payments

for 12 months
Interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months. Minimum purchase of 4.

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

area. See your local Renewal by Andersen

Call by May 31
for your FREE consultation.

' 855-485-0411

DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 5/31/2022. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0
money down, $0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 1/1/2022 and 5/31/2022. 40% off windows and entry/ patio doors are less
Ihlnnrequﬁitomm“ﬂnnremﬁpmmdﬂmmmeﬂxm the promotional period, but
before the expiration of the pmnml period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age,
race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service

locﬂlnn for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal byAndersen locations are independently owned and operated. "Renewal byAndersen" and all

Ml

1o credit approval. Interest is billed during

other

2022 Andersen

. RBA12848 *Using L1.S. and imported parts.

all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid

6249 _B

An Important update on Medicare
Find out how it can affect you.
Know critical dates for Medicare eligibility

+ Get options that can help limit your
out-of-pocket expenses

Learn about Medicare benefits
many retirees may not be aware of

For FREE Medicare Supplement insurance
information from Physicians Life Insurance Company:

1-833-971-0705

or visit MedSupBenefit.com/nenews

We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the U.S.

Government or the Federal Medicare Program. Requests for additional
information regarding this solicitation of insurance, including costs, exclusions, and limitations
require contact with an insurance agent or insurance company. L030 series

Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.

(713) 455-5100

*Funerals *Cremations *Pre-Arrangements

www.CarterConleyfh.com

Houston, TX 77015

Family Owned and Operated

Since 1992
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Call 713-266-3444

Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

67 mustang.

CAR BODY PERSON

Looking for a retired car body
person to work on restoring a

To help work on project, will
pay $20 per hour for qualified

person.
Call Daniel 713-822-1017 for
more details 26-at
I
TRACTOR WORK CABLE TV
TRACTOR DIRECTV -
WORK, brush Every live

hog mowing,box
blade, light land
clearing

Call/ text for
quote, 832-530-
0054

L]
LEGAL NOTICE

football game,
every Sunday -
anywhere - on
your favorite
device.
Restrictions
apply. Call IVS
- 1-866-712-
8312

LEGAL NOTICE

SEALED BIDS ADDRESSED TO THE CITY SECRETARY OF THE CITY
OF JACINTO CITY AND MARKED “SEALED BID” WILL BE RECEIVED
AT THE JACINTO CITY HALL, 1301 MERCURY DRIVE, JACINTO CITY,
TEXAS, 77029 UNTIL 5:00 P.M. ON AUGUST 25, 2022 FOR SEWER
REHABILITATION BY PIPE BURSTING METHOD OF APPROXIMATELY
650 FT. OF 6”-8" SEWER LINE ON THE 10500 BLOCK OF PALESTINE.
BID SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE PICKED UP AT JACINTO CITY CITY
HALL OR ON OUR WEBSITE AT www.jacintocity-tx.gov. A BID BOND
IN THE AMOUNT OF 5% OF TOTAL BID MUST ACCOMPANY ALL BIDS
SUBMITTED TO JACINTO CITY.

A MANDATORY PRE-BID MEETING WILL BE HELD AT THE JACINTO
CITY PUBLIC WORKS FACILITY, 12202 MARKET STREET ON AUGUST
9, 2022 AT 10:00 A.M.

THE CITY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND/OR ALL BIDS,
TO WAIVE ANY AND/OR ALL TECHNICALITIES AND TO ACCEPT ANY
BID OR PART THEREOF, WHICH IN THE OPINION OF THE CITY
COUNCIL IS MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE CITY.

30-2T

Channelview |.S.D. will accept Sealed Request for
Proposals for the following:

RFP# 2122-007 — Landscaping Services

Bids will be received until 4:00 p.m., Friday, August
05, 2022, at the Channelview ISD’s E-bidding
website. Please visit the electronic bidding website at
https://cvisd.ionwave.net All necessary information
may be obtained by calling the Business Office at
(281) 452-80083, or the district website
www.cvisd.org, under Departments Business Office
Purchasing. The Board of Trustees reserves the
right to reject any or all bids.

29-2t

I D
LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Public Sale

of property to satisfy landlord's lien. Sale to be held
at STEVE'S STORAGE, LLC at 5625 Hwy 90, Crosby,
TX 77532 on August 13th at 11:30 a.m. Items sold as-is
to highest CASH bidder. Property is contents of tenant
space of Nicole D Johnson: Appliances, furniture, etc.

29-2T

L]
LEGAL NOTICE

I
LEGAL NOTICE

HARRIS COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 21
NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF RULES

Notice is hereby given that the Board of the Directors of Harris County Water Control
and Improvement District No, 21 at a meeting held on the 7 day of July, 2022 adopted an

P
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. Install for Military, Heallh -
1 Workers and First Responders :

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF

Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE ATTRACTIVE
LOOK OF VARIOUS ROOF STYLES

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles reminiscent of Cedar
Shake and Spanish Tile, an architectural roofing system by Erie
Metal Roofs can enhance the beauty of your home while protecting
your family and property for a lifetime.

Ordinance Adopting Amended Rates and Fees for Services and Rules and Regulations
Establishing Certain Other Policies and Providing Penalties and Violations Thereof. A copy of
the Ordinance is on file at the principal office of the District, 15808 Avenue C, Channelview,

Texas 77530-3702, where it may be read in full.
s L =

L s -
President, Bglard of Directors )/

29-2T

3 styles with
multiple color

I Choose from
options:

SHAKE TILE

Made in
e usaAa

VIR bl A N

When you call these Advertisers, this
Newspaper receives a referral fee, whether you
purchase of not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

FREEDOM.
TO BE YOU.

If you think oxygen therapy means
slowing down, it’s time for a welcome
breath of fresh air.

Introducing the Inogen One family of portable
oxygen systems. With no need for bulky
tanks, each concentrator is designed to keep
you active via Inogen’s Intelligent Delivery
Technology.® Hours of quiet and consistent
oxygen flow on a long-lasting battery charge
enabling freedom of movement, whether at
home or on the road. Every Inogen One meets
FAA requirements for travel ensuring the
freedom to be you.

No heavy oxygen tanks

Ultra quiet operation

Lightweight and easy to use

Safe for car and air travel

Full range of options and accessories
FDA approved and clinically validated

) free consultation
info guide.

| inogen

MKT-PO253

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE *15009°

v EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST
Only American Standard has OVER 150
years of experience and offers the Liberation
Walk-In Bathtub

v SUPERIOR DESIGN
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, wide door,
built-in safety bar & textured floor provides a
safer bathing experience

" PATENTED QUICK DRAIN' TECHNOLOGY

v LIFETIME WARRANTY
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the bath
AND installation, INCLUDING labor backed
by American Standard

/ 44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS
More than any other tub we've seen

Lifetime Warranty | Finance Options Available’

Limited Time Offer-Call Today!

ca4-759 -2948

- FREE

Savings include
our own
American Standard
Right Height Toilet
(3500 VALUE)

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

GENERAC

PWREED

SOLAR + BATTERY STORAGE SYSTEM

A Smarter
Way to Power
Your Home.

Power your home, save money and
be prepared for utility power outages
with the PWRcell, a solar + battery
storage system.

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE

.....

(877) 671-1823

*Offer value when purchased at retail
“Fnancing available thiough authorized
Generac parnners.

Solar panels sokl separately.

Y!‘AR ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

e 10%

SENIORS &
MILITARY!

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

9 ROTEC TID N

152

ENTI RE

% OFF

TO THE FIRST 50°
CALLERS ONLY' (2]

* k&

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET"
Promo Code: 285

'Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

y CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE 1 346-299—9169

Mon-Thurs:

1
n# PEGATS REEC
_b"m e
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Galena Park
Library Open,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ward to having new furni-
ture soon. We hope to be
able to resume in-person
ESL and Citizenship class-
es in the fall 2022.”

“In 2023, we hope to un-
veil a Family Place in our
children’s department.
This will provide a more
robust play and education
area for children and their
caregivers,” Medina said.
Read more about it
here: https://
www.familyplacelibraries.org/
what-family-place-library

There’s now a free EN-
HANCED + library card
for residents of Harris
County, existing card hold-
ers can get the new en-
hanced card free. It’ll have
the card member’s photo,
address, date of birth, gen-
der marker a 5 year expi-
ration date and a scan able
barcode. It can serve in
some cases as a photo iden-
tification.

Medina invites the com-
munity to the free
FOAMTASTIC FUN
FOAM PARTY, Friday,
August 5th at 2pm outside
of the library.

Manager/Librarian Sisi
Medina received her Mas-
ter of Library and Informa-
tion Science degree from
San Jose State University
and a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree from California State

University, Northridge.
She’s been at the HCPL
Galena Park Branch since
May, 2018 and with the
HCPL since 2014. She’s
worked at Katy and Tom-
ball libraries prior to Ga-
lena Park and was a
public-school teacher for
12 years prior to becoming
a librarian.

Galena Park Branch Li-
brary ~ Hours of operation:
Monday - llam-
8pm~Tuesday - 10am-
6pm~Wednesday -
10am-8pm~Thursday -
10am-6pm~Friday - 1pm-
6pm & Saturday - 10am-
5pm.

Address: 1500 Keene
Street, Galena Park, TX
77547(phone: 832-927-
5470~ email: gp@hcpl.net
~ for more information vis-
it: www.hepl.net/branch/
galena-park-branch-li-
brary

The original Galena
Park library dates to 1948.
In 1952, it moved to 1702
3rd Street. Construction
on the current library on
Keene Street began in
March of 1996. It opened
in December of same year
thanks to a partnership
between Harris County
and the City of Galena
Park. (allanj211@aol.com)

Baldree Center’s
LaChapelle,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

available for seniors at
the Baldree Community
Center?

At Baldree, we work to
program according to the
pillars our Commissioner
Adrian Garcia has laid
out for us.

Empower: The pan-
demic kept our seniors in

the house for quite some
time. This created the
doubt for some of our se-
niors that they no longer
would have the ability to
make a change in their
own lives. By empowering
our seniors, it gives them
the courage and self-es-
teem to say, “I CAN do
what I set my mind to.”
Baldree empowers our se-
niors by making sure they
have the resources to be
independent at the com-
munity center and at
home. For example, our
exercise classes such as
Low Impact Exercise
gives them step-by-step
instructions on how to
move their body properly.
Instructor Karla G. uses
real life examples such as
grabbing a box off a shelf
to guide her class and to
show our seniors how they
can move to avoid injuries
in their everyday life. We
are also working to pro-
vide technology classes to

our seniors so they can be
confident in navigating
the internet on their lap-
tops and phones. This
type of support is empow-
ering. It shows them they
have the ability to work
independently and to
have the confidence to
continue learning.

Educate: Empower-
ment and education go
hand-in-hand. At Baldree,
we like to give our seniors
the most up-to-date infor-
mation on technology,
health, public safety, and
other community resourc-
es. We often have volun-
teers, health
professionals, and law en-
forcement officers conduct
informative classes to
make sure our seniors are
ready to head back into
the world with confident
that they have the tools to
complete their daily
tasks.

Engage: In order to ed-
ucate and empower, we
have to be able to engage
our seniors. We make sure
to ask our seniors daily
what they would like to
see here at Baldree. We
provide a safe space for
people to share informa-
tion about their interests
and also tell us what
doesn’t interest them!

Overall, we try to keep it
fun to keep them coming
back every day with a
smile on their face and
ready to get active!

2. How has the center
worked to increase and
improve the types of pro-
grams offered to seniors in
the last year or so?

This question ties back
to Precinct 2’s pillar — en-
gage. We work to create
activities we know our se-
niors will appreciate, find
useful, and, above all, en-
joy. We have created a
bond where they now in-
form us what they would
like to see here at Baldree.
Also, this bond sparks cre-
ativity. As we work on one
activity, other seniors get
excited about wanting to
create and volunteer to
lead other projects.

3. What do you like
most about working at the
Baldree Community Cen-
ter?

My favorite part about
working at Baldree Com-
munity Center is convers-
ing with the community
and the people that I
serve the community
with. I love when I'm able
to have conversations
with constituents about

their background and fig-
ure out how I can be of
service to them. I always
try to leave time in my
day to go out and talk to
the seniors, the youth, or
the parents that come out
to our activities. Everyone
has a story. It’s all about
creating that safe envi-
ronment for them to share
so that you can better un-
derstand people and their
situations. Also, I enjoy
working with our Baldree
Empowerment Team.
This team consists of com-
munity leaders to make
sure that out our constit-
uents are receiving quali-
ty resources that are free
or referred to a resource
that is affordable.

4. How can people learn
more about the programs
and events at Baldree?

People can learn more
about the activities and
events happening at Bal-
dree by accessing our Pre-
cinct 2 web page,
contacting our call center
at 713-274-222, and feel
free to just stop by! The
Baldree Community Cen-
ter is located at 13828
Corpus Christi Street,
Houston, TX 77015.
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major city on the continent of Africa?

6. LANGUAGE: What is a funambulist?

7. HISTORY: Who was the first woman to com-
plete the Boston Marathon (unofficially)?

8. TELEVISION: What was the name of the
cruise ship on the sitcom “The Love Boat™?

9., GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which colors
make up the five-ring Olympic symbol?

10. FOOD & DRINK: Which plant produces
cacao beans, which are used to make chocolate?

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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THERE'S

BETTER APPROAC

TO CANCER CARE in Baytown

At Houston Methodist Cancer Center, we treat every aspect of your cancer. @
Leading oncologists work with our specialists across disciplines to minimize
cancer’s effects on major organs. One comprehensive team — dedicated to your
individual care — uses the latest research, treatments and technology to stop

your cancer. From infusion and clinical trials to surgery and reconstruction, our
innovative care is available in Baytown.

That’s the difference between practicing medicine and leading it.

The Woodlands @

Willowbrook @
® Baytown
West Houston-Katy ®
®
Texas Medical Center
@ Clear Lake
Sugar Land L

HOUSTON

Methalist

CANCER CENTER

281.428.2273
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-baytown
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