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EVENTS
FEB. 3, FRIDAY
North Channel Chamber
monthly luncheon,
11:30 am, San Jacinto
College Monument
Room, progrram:
Cardiovascular Health

FEB. 4, SATURDAY
American Legion District
8 Veterans Benefit
Assistance Fair.
Jacinto City Town Center
Starts 9 am. Joseph House Food Pantry opens in Jacinto City

Joseph House Grand Opening Ceremony L – R: JC City Council, Carmela Garcia, Mario Gonzales, Allen Lee, J. J. Rivas, Mayor Ana Diaz, Pastor R. C. Stearns,
Yuorba Harris, Chief District Director for Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, Linda Jamail, Community Liaison for State Rep. Ana Hernandez, Houston
District B Councilwoman Tarsha Jackson, Abur Abner Lyons, District Liaison, State Rep. Harold Dutton. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

The Joseph House Ribbon Cutting & Grand Opening
Ceremony. Cutting the ribbon, Mayor Ana Diaz & Apostle/
Pastor R. C. Stearns Others: L – R: J. J. Rivas, Mario Gonzales,
Tarsha Jackson, Allen Lee,  Yuroba Harris, Linda Jamail &
Carmela Garcia.  (Photo by Allan Jamail)

(part 1 of a series)
By Allan Jamail

Jacinto City, TX. – Jan-
uary 21, 2023 the City of
Jacinto City (JC) part-
nered with the Joseph
House (JH) for an area
wide community outreach
project to provide food and
other services to those in
need out of the City’s old
vacant library. Anyone
needing help should first
make an appointment by
calling 281-936-8175 or
281-652-836. Do not go to
the 1026 Mercury Drive
Jacinto City facility or the
main JH food bank at 7802
Jensen, Houston without
having an appointment.

The grand opening and
ribbon cutting (see photos)
was well attended by city
officials, community lead-
ers, citizens and Pastors of
several churches who work

with Pastor R.C. Stearns.
After the opening ceremo-
nies attendees were pro-
vided a BBQ lunch and
refreshments.

Pastor Stearns opened
the event and thanked all
who helped  make the pan-
try possible. He thanked
Mayor Ana Diaz and the
city council, Councilman
J.J. Rivas , City Manager
Lon Squyres, Donna Par-
rott Dailey, Christopher
Welch, B. J. Plettenberg ,
Dr. Sheila Wilson and oth-
ers present for their help.

 Ana  D iaz ,  Mayor ,
thanked everyone and rec-
ognized city officials and
workers .  Each  Coun-
cilmember present made a
brief comment. Diaz said
Councilman J. J. Rivas
would be the city’s liaison
with Stearns’ and Dr.
Sheila Wilson the pantry’s
Director.

Rivas said it was his
mother-in-law, Donna Par-
rott Dailey who actually
was responsible for his in-
volvement in bringing the
Joseph House to the city.
She had invited him to see
the work for the needy at

the main JH on Jensen
and to see if he’d like to
bring one to JC. It was
then he decided he’d bring
the idea to the city officials.
Both Rivas and Dailey over
several months promoted
it until it was approved.

C i t y  M a n a g e r  L o n
Squyres said, “I work for
the city council, once they
approved having a JH, I
began doing what I could
to make it possible.” He
said the city spent about
two thousand dollars mak-
ing the building suitable
for use and there’s a small
amount of funds budgeted
if needed for later needs.
The city will not charge a
rental fee for the JH.

Yuorba Harris, Chief
District Director for Con-
gresswoman Sheila Jack-
son Lee presented Stearns
with a US flag flown at the
Capitol and a certificate of
recognition for his work in
creating all the Joseph
Houses. Linda Jamail,
Community Liaison for

CONTINUED. SEE JACINTO
CITY’S JOSEPH HOUSE
OPENING, PAGE 3

San Jacinto
College Promise

If you are a high school
senior from the following
high schools, you may
qualify for the San Jacinto
College (SJC) Promise.
These funds cover in-dis-
trict tuition, books, and re-
quired suppl ies  for  a
3-year period for full-time
attendance at SJC! Please
see the flyer below for a list
of eligible schools.

Promise scholarship
deadline is approaching

Eligible high school stu-
dents should pledge and
apply by February 16

NORTH CHANNEL —
Graduating seniors in the
class of 2023 who live in
the San Jacinto College

taxing district should
pledge and apply to be-
come a Promise Scholar by
February 16, 2023.

“We look forward to wel-
coming 2023 high school
graduates this fall,” said
Roberto Mendez, Promise
Coordinator at San Jacin-
to College. “By completing
the steps to become a
Promise Scholar at San
Jacinto College, students
can be on their way to at-
tending college completely
debt free. We have a net-
work of support that will
help students through ev-
ery step in the enrollment
process and throughout
their time at the College.”

The Promise @ San Jac
Scholarship offers money
to graduating seniors who

live in the College taxing
district to cover the cost of
in-district tuition and
books. The scholarship is
good for up to three years
or the students first asso-
ciates degree, regardless of
income or high school
GPA. Students are re-
quired to enroll at San Ja-
cinto College the fal l
semester after their grad-
uation and must be a full-
time student which means
taking at least 12 credit
hours each semester.

Two years  ago,  the
Promise @ San Jac Schol-
arship began with three
high schools from the Pas-
adena Independent School

CONTINUED. See SanJac
Promise Scholarship, Page 2

Deadline Feb. 16 for Free
Scholarship at San Jacinto College

CHANNELVIEW – Two
veteran service organiza-
tions in Channelview are
the target of thieves once
again.

The New Year’s Day
break-in made the fifth
time in less than a month.

A thief started the new
year off the same way he
ended the last... by break-
ing into the American Le-
gion Post 644 and VFW
Post 10462 building on
Market Street in Channel-
view.

It was first reported on
the facility being broken
into three times within
four days in December

2022. Scholarship money
for local students saved in-
side safes and mementos of
the USS Battleship Texas
displayed inside a shadow-

box were among the items
taken.

Finance Officer Eli Ce-
dillo said the thief struck
for a fourth time later that

month.
“The fourth time they

opened up a hole in the
back of the facility and
crawled in through the at-
t i c .  T h a t ’ s  h o w  t h e y
dropped in by our jukebox
where the ceiling tile is
missing,” Cedillo, a veter-
an, said.

Cedillo said that he,
along with a few other
members, have been tak-
ing sporadic shifts and
sleeping at the facility to
try to catch the criminal.
He said they even made
sure their cameras were
working since they were
previously disabled during

the pandemic.
Cedillo said the camer-

as captured a brief glimpse
of the thief when they re-
turned on New Year’s Day.
Unfortunately, Cedillo
said the person cut the
electricity to the building,
which impacted the cam-
era.

The person also dam-
aged a door and rummaged
through empty gaming
machines looking for mon-
ey.

“The cameras caught ev-
erything right up to when

Veterans group target of repeated thefts in Channelview

Eli Cedillo of the American Legion Post 644 reports on repeated
break-ins and thefts at their building on Market Street.

CONTINUED. SEE REPEATED
THEFTS, PAGE 2

Rotary Chili
Feast set for
February 4th

Highlands Rotary Club
will hold their 48th Annual
Chi l i  Feast ,  Raf f le and
Auction on Saturday, Feb.
4th at the social hall of St.
Jude’s Catholic Church, 808
S. Main Street, Highlands.

Tickets are available
f r o m  a l l  R o t a r y  C l u b
members, local businesses,
or by calling 832-483-3505.
Only 700 tickets are sold,
increasing your odds of
winning one of 16 valuable
prizes. Included with your
r a f f l e  t i c ke t  a re  two
delicious chili dinners.

Top prize in the raffle
is your choice of a 2023
Chevy Trailblazer, or a 2023
Equinox SUV from Turner
Chevrolet.

North Channel
Chamber
Luncheon
February 3rd

North Channel
Chamber will hold its
monthly luncheon on
Friday, February 3rd at
11:30am in the Monument
Room of San Jacinto
College North.

Program is Cardiovas-
cular Health, sponsored
by HCA Houston
Healthcare Southeast.
Speakers will be Dr.
Donald Nino and Dr.
Melissa Silva of Channel-
view Family Medicine.

Members cost is $25,
Non-members $35. RSVP
info@ncachamber.com or
713-450-3600.

Join us in wearing red
for Heart Awareness
month.

Houston Crushed Concrete
TCEQ Public Meeting
The Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality
(TCEQ) will host a public
meeting on Houston
Crushed Concrete’s
proposed Air Quality
Permit  Number 170524.
The meeting will be held
on:

Monday, February 6, 2023
at 7:00 PM
Holiday Inn Houston East -
Channelview
16311 East Freeway
Channelview, Texas, 77530

Members of the public are
encouraged to submit
written comments anytime
during the public meeting
or by mail before the close
of the public comment
period to the Office of the
Chief Clerk, TCEQ, Mail
Code MC-105, P.O. Box
13087, Austin, Texas
78711-3087.

Houston Crushed
Concrete TCEQ
Meeting Feb. 6
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SHELDON ISD NEWS
9 Students Selected for Hayloft
Gallery Artwork Display at Rodeo

Sheldon ISD is full of
great student artists and
our 2023 Rodeo Art Win-
ners showcase their excep-
tional skills. This year nine
students were chosen by
the School Art Committee
as winners from across
Sheldon ISD. These stu-
dents will have their art-
work on display in the
Hayloft Gallery during the
2023 Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo. This col-
orful collection features
artwork made of various
mediums including: char-
coal, graphite, pastels, and
colored pencils. The com-
petition spans all age
groups from Kindergarten

to High School seniors. The
Best of Show is our high-
est recognition, followed by
Gold Medal and then Spe-
cial Merit. We would like
to congratulate the follow-
ing artists:

Monica Arceo- Best of
Show, 12th Grade, King
High School

Asia Fontenot- Gold
Medal, 12th Grade, King
High School

Samantha Meza- Gold
Medal, 11th Grade, King
High School

Ashley Banegas- Spe-
cial Merit, 10th Grade,
King High School

Danna Basilio- Best of
Show, 8th Grade, Null

Middle School
Jacob Cerna- Gold Med-

al, 6th Grade, King Middle
School

Ayvah Cortes- Best of
Show, 5th Grade, Sheldon
Elementary

Lillian Turner - Gold
Medal ,  Kindergarten,
Sheldon Early Childhood
Academy

Kara Bartholmey- Best
of Show, Kindergarten,
Sheldon Early Childhood
Academy

District artwork will be
on display for parents at
the Sheldon Choral Can-
vas show starting April 11-
13th.

Sheldon ISD Campuses
Celebrate College Week

Throughout the week of
January 23-27, Sheldon ISD
students at all campuses cel-
ebrate College Week. From
the early childhood campus-
es to the high school, students
are learning about higher ed-
ucation opportunities, partic-
ipating in dress up days,
hearing from guest speakers
and more. College Week is a
national campaign and is di-
rectly aligned with Sheldon
ISD’s mission to provide per-
sonalized learning for stu-
dents to be able to graduate
career and college ready.

District. Thanks to a gen-
erous $30 million donation
from philanthropist MacK-
enzie Scott, San Jacinto
College was able to estab-
lish an endowment to offer
the Promise Scholarship to
all eligible high school se-
niors who reside within the
College taxing district.

To learn more about
Promise @ San Jac, visit
sanjac.edu/promise.

About San Jacinto Col-
lege

Surrounded by monu-

SanJac Scholarship,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ments of history, evolving
industries, maritime en-
terprises of today, and the
space age of tomorrow, San
Jacinto College has served
the people of East Harris
County, Texas, since 1961.
The College is one of the
top five community colleg-
es in the nation as desig-
n a t e d  b y  t h e  A s p e n
Institute, and was named
an Achieving the Dream
Leader College of Distinc-
tion in 2020. The College
is a Hispanic-Serving In-
stitution that spans five

campuses, serving approx-
imately 41,000 credit and
non-credit students annu-
ally. It offers more than
200 degrees and certifi-
cates across eight major
areas of study that put stu-
dents on a path to transfer
to four-year institutions or
enter the workforce. The
College is fiscally sound,
holding bond ratings of AA
and Aa2 by Standard &
Poor’s and Moody’s.

For more information
about San Jacinto College
visit sanjac.edu.

CISD is rolling out with
community ESL classes for
2023. Registration for ESL
classes will last from Jan-
uary 31, 2023 to February
8th. Classes will begin on
February 14 from 5-7pm.

Channelview ISD ESL Classes
Childcare is available and
classes will be taught by
an  ESL certified teacher.

The classes will take
place at South Drive Bap-
tist Church located at
15229 South Drive, Chan-

nelview, TX 77530. Child-
care will be provided for
children under 12 years
old.

Please click the link to
register https://forms.gle/
qp7SADBRrmZmP8qGA

Elementary students showcase and compete in annual UIL contest
More than 450 Sheldon ISD elementary students in second through fifth grades

competed in the annual UIL contest January 24 and 26 with an awards celebra-
tion commencing the week on January 27. There were 13 contests including cre-
ative writing, music memory, number sense and more. The district champion is
Sheldon Elementary and the runner-up is Monahan Elementary. Congratula-
tions to our students for their hard work and achievements. Pictured are admin-
istrators from Sheldon and Monahan elementary schools.

Elementary Students
Showcase and Compete in
Annual UIL Contest

CHANNELVIEW ISD NEWS

we lost power to the facili-
ty. The facility’s power was
shut off and then the cam-
eras went off.”

Veteran Jim Bishop’s
persona l  shadowbox ,
which was on display, was
also stolen.

“In the shadowbox is a
Marine Corps sword given
to me by the department
commander,” Bishop said.

He also said there were
also two hats and a sword,
for which he had plans to

pass on to his grandson.
“I promised that to my

grandson when I leave the
VFW stuff, and now we
don’t have it to give to
him,” Bishop said.

Cedillo said while they
may not be able to replace
the items inside Bishop’s
shadowbox, Battleship
Texas is going to replace
the two planks that were
stolen last month and all
members pitched in to re-

place the battleship sword.
He also said they’ve up-

graded their security sys-
t e m ,  w h i c h  s h o u l d
hopefully catch the thief
should they decide to come
back.

“We do a lot for the com-
munity. If you need some
help, you know to contact
us and we’ll help you. You
don’t have to steal from us,
from the veterans,” Cedil-
lo said.

Repeated thefts at
Veterans’ building,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY✃

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print Newspapers,
too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

Cherish the Memories
During the past week, I was reminded how pre-

cious time is as well as the memories that we make.
Year ago, while working for San Jacinto College, I
met an extremely interesting mother of one of our
students. As time went on, I would run into her at her
son’s band concerts as well as at Election Judge
Training Classes. In 2014, I talked to her about a
desire to start a new club in the community to help
unite not just the Election Judges and Precinct
Chairs in our area as well as to build a strong base of
those who held strong Democratic values. Eventually
East Houston Democrats was formed in the summer
of 2016.

Mrs. Hunter was active in our club, as well as in
her church and in many community projects. COVID
took her too soon. To help keep her memory alive, our
Club established a memorial scholarship in her name.
This spring, the Club will award four $500 scholar-
ships in her honor.

Steve Bate, Class of 1980 from North Shore, passed
away recently and his Celebration of Life was held on
Wednesday. It was an opportunity to pay our respects
to his memory as well as love on his wife, who was
also a classmate of ours from North Shore. As I
arrived and began to look around, I was greeted by
three guys who I realized I had known since 1971.
Memories began to flood my mind as I waited for my
best friend Kristal to arrive. We laughed about how
despite all of the years since graduation, we still
remembered details of our years together. When one
of Steve’s best friends stood to speak, we laughed as
we could not tell if it was Fred or Jerry. (Yes, age
plays games on your mind.)

Once the service was over, a large group of our
classmates gathered in the foyer of the reception area
and laughed together and shed a few tears. There was
a time for pictures and promises that we would get
together before the 50th Class Reunion and we
promised that it would not be at another funeral. I
drove away thinking about how even after 43 years,
many marriages and even more children and grand-
children, we all still have some cherished memories in
common.

The week continued with an opportunity to speak
about my position with the Constable’s RUOk?
Program. It was at the Rotary Club of North Shore, so
yes, there were many memories of working with this
group of leaders. Later that evening, I spoke to
another group, C.H.I.C., about yet another project I
am involved in.  I looked around the room and
memories flooded my mind. Living in the area for 51
years, there are some great memories.

On Saturday I was blessed to attend a Memorial
Service for my friend Benny. Our friendship began
when he pulled his 18 wheeler over on the top of the
Ship Channel Bridge in 1988 to change a tire for me.
Life continued and we ran into each other in 1992,
again with him changing a tire for me. Through the
years, our paths crossed many times and I met his
parents as well as sisters and he met my children.
Rarely was there a week that I did not hear from him.
At the service, which was held at his sister’s house,
there were tears, laughter and many memories.

Life is too short not to care for others and not to
make those memories.  Hug someone today. Reach
out and call someone.  Make some memories.

State Rep. Ana Hernan-
dez presented him with a
certificate of recognition
and appreciation on behalf
of his work and that of the
Joseph Houses.

P a s t o r  R o b e r t  C .
Stearns, Chief Executive
Off icer  of  the Joseph
House’s created them in
order to do community out-
reach for veterans, the dis-
able, the elderly and the
needy. Stearns is the Pas-
tor of the congregation of
The Living Water’s I AM.
He said, “God assigned me
the work over 10 years ago,
it is His Grace that places
me here.”

Stearns said he decided
to name the main Jensen
Drive food warehouse The
Joseph House because of
the Bible story in Genesis
50, of Joseph helping his
brothers and the Egyp-
tians who were starving.
The Bible says Joseph be-
came the overseer of a vast
amount of grain that he
made available to the peo-
ple of Egypt during a fam-
ine.

The first recorded histo-
ry of other’s helping the
needy with food can be
found in Leviticus 19:9-10
and Deuteronomy 24:19
when the poor were al-
lowed to “glean” the left-
over  wheat  f r om the
harvest.

Pastor Don Jones, Se-

Jacinto City’s Joseph
House Opening
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

nior Servant of the Minis-
try of Faith / House of
H o p e  C h u r c h  w a s  a t
Stearns church one day
watching cars drive up to
get food that Stearns made
available to them. Stearns
told Jones God is going to
provide a larger facility
that will allow people to
come and shop and choose
what they wanted as op-
posed to not having a
choice. It came to pass and
was so successful Stearns
had a vision of creating
smaller JH’s, this too has
came to pass. (see part 2
coming)

Jacinto City’s first food
distribution for the needy
was in 1989. Allan Jamail
said, “When I was Mayor
and the late Don Horn,
Secretary-Treasurer of the
Harris County AFL-CIO
appointed me to set up a
food distribution point in
the city. Horn had been
appointed by Harris Coun-
ty Judge Bill Elliot to be
the Executive Director of
Harris  County ’s  Food
Bank. I had City Manager
JoAnn Griggs appoint
Jeanie Diggs and her As-
sistant Rose Springs to be
in charge. It operated out
of the Community Center
on Oates Road. It’s was
truly a blessing from God
back then and to now have
a Joseph House here.”

Diamond Jim: “I’m
Ready to
Propose to My
Girlfriend.

What are the Rules of
Engagement?”

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker.  Pineforest Jewelry has been
a proud member of the Independent Jewelers Organiza-
tion (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers Organization (RJO)
for many years.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

THE PERFECT PROPOSAL

You’ve found the right person. You’ve found the
right ring. Now you have to find the right moment to
pop the question. So how do you make your proposal
turn out flawlessly? We have plenty of tried-and-true
tips to help you, but overall, it all comes down to just
one thing: effort. Putting in real effort, thought and
love into your proposal makes all the difference.
Remember, your proposal doesn’t have to change the
world. It just has to show your partner that they
mean the world to you.

Here are a few tips that will help you along the
way:

KNOW THE ANSWER

Your proposal should be surprising, but it shouldn’t
come directly out of left field. Before you pull a ring
out, have a good idea how your partner will respond.
“Will you marry me?” shouldn’t be your first discus-
sion on the subject.

RULES OF THE ENGAGEMENT (RING)

Here’s where a little bit of effort goes a long way.
The history of the diamond as an engagement
ring first became popular in the 1930’s, but the idea of
an engagement ring has been around for centuries. If
you’re still deciding on a diamond engagement ring,
consider doing some window shopping with your
partner prior to making a purchase. If you want to
keep things more secretive, talk to your partner’s
friends and family to get a feel for their taste.

Another option is to use a stand-in ring for the
proposal. Perhaps you can use their great grandmoth-
er’s diamond engagement ring, and then take your
partner shopping later. (A trusted jeweler can tell you
everything you need to know about how to buy a
diamond and will take the time to help educate both
of you).

PEACE-OF-MIND

Do your homework before buying the engagement
ring. Most importantly, find a jeweler you trust. And,
since you’re making such a big investment, be certain
you insure the ring as soon as you purchase it. Your
knowledgeable jeweler should be willing and able to
discuss this with you. One option is that you may be
able to insure it for an additional cost under your
homeowner’s or tenant’s insurance policy.

ASK PERMISSION, NOT FORGIVENESS

Before you take a knee, take the time to speak with
your partner’s parents first. Asking permission is a
tradition carried since the Roman times, and it’s a
great way to make a good impression on your future
in-laws.

BE CREATIVE

This is your chance to shine. A good jeweler should
have several ideas that will help you to be creative
when “popping the question”. You could also use
modern technology for a Twitter proposal. No matter
what you do, just put your heart into it. Here are a
few ideas to get your started:

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION

Propose via video or in person from an extreme
location - atop a mountain, while skydiving, or on the
shores of a romantic and faraway beach.

SPREAD THE NEWS

Your partner will most likely handle this for you,
but make sure to share the big news with family and
friends. You might also consider sending out an
engagement announcement.

CELEBRATE

You did it! Consider toasting your engagement
with a night on the town, a glass of champagne, or a
celebration with friends and family.

ROTARY
CLUB NEWS

✯

Our Speaker today was
Charlotte Jackson with the
Constable Pct 3 R.U.O.K.
Program:

If you have, or know of
a Senior citizen or someone
possibly disabled that lives

Rotary Club of North
Shore hears of
RUOK program

Left to right, Ken Wimbley and Charlotte Jackson

GP and JC Rotary
Club Pose with Santa

alone in Harris County,
please sign them up for
this wonderful program.

Go to https://hccp3.com/
are-you-ok/   or  email
ruok@cn3.hctx.net.

Members of the Galena Park/Jacinto City Rotary Club spent some
time with Santa last month, as part of their Christmas party.
HO HO HO.

www.facebook.com/
NorthChannelStar
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

WALLE WORLD
By State Representative

ARMANDO WALLE

✯

January 19, 2023

On Tuesday, Jan. 10th, the 88th Legislature
officially gaveled into Session. Rep. Walle will spend
the next six months traveling back and forth
between Harris County and Austin, TX to fight for
our communities in House District 140, and for all
Texans across the state.

Rep. Walle was
joined by his wife,
Debbie, and their
children, Armando and
Joaquin, for the
Opening Day Ceremo-
nies. Several members
of his extended family
also came by to cele-
brate.

Texas legislators
have until March 10,
2023 to file bills for the
88th Session. Each
newsletter, we will
highlight a few of Rep. Walle’s legislative priorities
for 2023.

House Bill 737

Raises the minimum wage from $7.25 per hour to
$15.00 per hour.

House Bill 778

Expands worker’s compensation benefits on
construction sites to contractors and subcontractors,
providing better coverage for working families.

On Jan. 16th, Rep. Walle joined the City of
Houston and Black Heritage Society’s 45th Annual
Original Martin Luther King Jr. Day Parade
downtown. Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner served
as Grand Marshal of the event.

While marching in the parade, Rep. Walle met up
with Houston City Councilwoman At-Large Letitia
Plummer, Olympian and University of Houston
Track and Field Head Coach Carl Lewis, and Aldine
ISD Superintendent Dr. LaTonya Goffney (pictured
above).

Rep. Walle sits down in his Austin office for an
interview with ABC Houston Reporter Tom Abraha-
ms.

88th Texas legislative session gets underway with
incumbent house speaker reelected to role | ABC
Houston

Among the 7,000 bills that might be filed during
the long session, most of which are substantive in
nature, there are also the hot-button issues: those
that fall more sharply along cultural or ideological
lines. …

“You can see it in the bills that are being filed,”
State Rep. Armando Walle, D-Houston, told ABC13.
“Anti-CRT. Anti-LGBT. Anti-transgender. Some of
us are on these social issues. I think most Texans,
average Texans, don’t like to attack vulnerable
communities.”

2023 Texas Legislature: $27 billion surplus raises
stakes for Republicans | Houston Chronicle

“I think our No. 1 opportunity is in the crafting of
the state budget,” said state Rep. Armando Walle, a
Houston Democrat who serves on the budget-
writing House Appropriations Committee. “There’ll
be a lot of opportunity to spread goodwill around the
state with the amount of surplus that we have. And
that surplus needs to be reinvested in human
capital, in the infrastructure of opportunity for
people to get a good education, get a good job, access
to quality health care and live in safe communities.”

Walle is one of two Democrats on the influential
Legislative Budget Board, which compiles draft
budgets for the state’s spending plans each session.
He’s aiming to put more money into the state’s
Flood Infrastructure Fund, formed by the Legisla-
ture in response to Hurricane Harvey to pay for
flood control projects, and said he’s working on
sending more to the Harris County Flood Control
District “by whatever source of dollars we can use.”

House Bill 1501

Rep. Walle and Senator Royce West (D-Dallas)
worked together with Feeding Texas on House Bill
1501 and Senate Bill 557, which instruct the Texas
Health and Human Services Commission to identify
college degree programs that are vocational or
technical in nature so that students enrolled in
these programs can receive SNAP benefits.

“A simple change in policy would allow low-
income students in vocational and technical degree
programs to access SNAP while they pursue their
educational goals,” Rep. Walle said in a statement.
“Improving short-term food assistance would help
thousands of Texas students along their path to
economic self-sufficiency. This legislation is a win-
win and makes good business sense for Texas.”

Walking Through
The Snow

It was snowing hard, the
way it almost never does any-
more, and I decided I needed
to go for my walk, heedless of
the weather.

“I probably won’t be gone
long!” I texted a friend in Cal-
ifornia as I headed out the
door looking like an Arctic ex-
plorer. The snow was coming
down fast and sideways.
Many businesses were closed,
and the streetlights had eeri-
ly popped on at midday.

Once outside, I wondered if
this was such a good idea.

It was impossible to keep
the snow out of my eyes. I
pulled my fur-trimmed cap
down so it nearly hid my eyes.
I pulled my face mask up over
my  nose  and  nav igated
through a narrow strip of vi-
sion with a fringe of fur on top.

It was a lot of work. Be-
tween 4 to 5 inches of snow
had already fallen and only a
few people had traversed the
sidewalk ahead of me. I found
myself tripping and slipping
in their tracks.

“I’m going to walk to the
next cross street and turn
around,” I promised myself. “A
short walk is better than no
walk at all!”

I kept trudging.
But a funny thing hap-

pened on the next block. The
last of the footprints disap-
peared, and I was walking
through untouched, fresh
snow. Once I was no longer
stumbling in the footsteps of
previous pedestrians, the
walk became easier. The snow
had a bounce to it. My steps,
though slow, were even and
smooth. I started to have fun.

“I’ll go one more block be-
fore turning around.”

The block came and went.
Every so often, I’d hit a patch
of sidewalk where someone
had shoveled, and walking
became amazingly easy. Then
I’d go back to what I was now
used to.

And, eventually, walking
through the snow became nor-
mal. I settled into a slow but
steady pace and observed the
closed businesses and the un-
shoveled sidewalks and the
snowplows trying to clear the
street beside me. At one point,
I saw two young people trying
to pry a car out of a parking
spot, and I helped push it free.

“Thank you!” they called as
they headed down the street,
wheels spinning in the deep
snow.

“They’re going to get stuck
again,” I thought. And they
probably did.

I heard sirens in the dis-
tance and watched great
whirls of snow gust off the
rooftops and fill the air with
dancing snow phantoms. I
ended up walking my whole
route.

I remember hearing the
neural pathways of our brain
described as paths through
the snow. I can think in new
ways, but it is much easier to
follow an existing path, one
that has already been cleared,
and so I’ll do that whenever
possible.

But I wonder if there isn’t
more to it.

I think of all the times that
I’ve heard there was a “right
way” to do things, and remem-
ber all the times the right way
hasn’t been all it’s cracked up
to be. Of course, it’s always
easy to walk on a clear path.
But sometimes I have to break
a new trail and, when the path
is new, it’s often a good idea
to find my own way.

“I did the whole loop!” I told
my friend in California once I
was back. “It wasn’t too hard
to walk because I was the first
one to make tracks!”

“It’s harder to follow in
someone else’s footsteps?” she
asked. She hasn’t seen a lot of
snow.

“It is!”
And it was. And there’s a

lesson for me in that, I am
sure.

Till next time,
Carrie
Photos and other news can

b e  f o u n d  a t
CarrieClasson.com.

Lawmakers Push $15k Teacher Raises
A group of House Demo-

crats is proposing a $15,000
raise for the state’s teach-
ers and a 25% raise for oth-
er state employees by using
some of the state’s record
budget surplus. State Rep.
James Talarico, D-Austin,
announced the bill last
week and was joined by
Democratic legislators and
teachers, the Austin Amer-
ican-Statesman reported.

“This moment demands
bold action, and that’s what
our state is known for,” Ta-
larico said. “House Bill 1548
would be the biggest teach-
er pay raise in Texas histo-
ry. In Texas, we go big or
we go home. Let’s go big on
teacher pay.”

While the proposal may
not gain traction in the
GOP-controlled House, it
could spur debate as the
state faces a growing exo-
d u s  o f  p u b l i c - s c h o o l
teachers. The Dallas Morn-
ing News, which analyzed
teacher salaries across the
state, reported that major
suburban and urban dis-
tricts pay educators the
most, while rural school dis-
tricts and charter schools
pay the least.

The highest average
teacher salary is in the
Houston region at $62,589,
while the lowest average
teacher salary was in the
Abilene region, according to
the Texas Education Agen-
cy. The state operates 20
educational regions.

DISASTER DECLARATION
FOR SOUTHEAST TEXAS
COMMUNITIES

Gov. Gregg Abbott last
w e e k  i s s u e d  a
disaster declaration for
Harris and Orange counties
after at least one tornado
touched down in Pasadena,
Deer Park and neighboring
Southeast Texas communi-
ties. The Texas Division of
Emergency Management
has requested federal assis-
tance in making prelimi-
nary damage assessments.

T h e H o u s t o n
Chronicle reported no inju-
ries despite the consider-
able damage in the area.

Abbott urged Texans
with damage to their homes
or businesses to complete a
self-reporting damage sur-
v e y  a t d a m a g e . t d e m .

texas.gov. Damage should
also be reported separately
to insurance agencies.

TEXAS LEADS NATION IN
JOB CREATION IN 2022

A  D e c e m b e r
employment release from
the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics indicates Texas
led the nation in job cre-
ation with 650,100 nonfarm
jobs added last year – a 5%
rate, the fastest in the na-
tion. Coming in second with
621,400 new nonfarm jobs
was California.

“Texas works when Tex-
ans work, and in this legis-
lative session, we will
continue expanding oppor-
tunity and ensuring Texas
remains the best state to
live, work, build a business,
and raise a family,” Abbott
said.

The state’s unemploy-
ment rate stood at 3.9% in
December, slightly higher
than the national average
of 3.5%. Total Texas em-
ployment reached a new
high of 13.705 million at
year’s end.

HEAT-RELATED DEATHS
REACH TWO-DECADE HIGH

Heat-related deaths in
Texas reached a new high
last year, according to
a Texas Tribune analysis of
state data since 1999. The
state’s second-hottest sum-
mer and the worst drought
since 2011 combined to in-
crease risk of heat exhaus-
tion and heatstroke. At
least 268 in the state were
killed by heat, with a large
portion of those being mi-
grants who died after cross-
ing the border, the Tribune
reported.

The analysis showed six
of the top 10 counties for
heat deaths since 1999 are

on or near the Texas-Mexi-
co border, with Webb Coun-
ty  having the highest
number at 325. Migrant ex-
perts and local officials
along the border say the
number reported is almost
certainly a “dramatic un-
dercount.”

LOCAL PARKS GRANTS
TOTAL $9.8 MILLION

The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Commission ap-
proved more than $9.8 mil-
l i o n  i n  l o c a l
parks grants last week “to
help create and enhance
outdoor recreational oppor-
tunities.” The grants are
allocated to local govern-
ments on a 50/50 basis.
Once a park is funded, it
must remain in existence in
perpetuity, be properly
maintained and open to the
public.

Grants went to 20 cities
of varying sizes for nature
trails, native gardens, play-
grounds, splash pads, dog
parks and sports fields.

A full list of grants can
b e  f o u n d  o n
the tpwd.texas.gov website.

BILLS PUSH FOR
ACCOUNTABILITY AFTER
UVALDE SHOOTING

The state senator whose
district includes Uvalde has
filed four bills related to the
mass shooting at Robb Ele-
mentary last May. Sen. Ro-
land Gutierrez,  D-San
Antonio, filed bills to “re-
d u c e  g u n
violence, increase support
for school shooting victims
and survivors, and push for
accountabi l i ty  for  the
flawed law enforcement re-
s p o n s e  t o  t h e  m a s s
s h o o t i n g , ” t h e
Statesman reported.

Several families of the
Uvalde school shooting vic-
tims joined Gutierrez for
the announcement last
week. One bill would create
a school violence victims’
compensation fund. Anoth-
er would eliminate quali-
fied immunity protection
for police officers. The law
enforcement response to
the shooting has been wide-
ly criticized.

Another bill would raise
the minimum age to pur-
chase military-style rifles.

“When will it be enough
bloodshed? Are you waiting
for it to happen to you or
your family before you stop
to think about your gross
negligence?” said Velma
Lisa Duran, the older sister
of Irma Garcia, one of the
two teachers killed in Uval-
de, the Statesman reported.

COVID-19 CASES DIP
SLIGHTLY

The number of new cas-
es of COVID-19 in Texas
dur ing  the  past  week
dropped slightly to 23,530,
with 194 deaths reported by
the Coronavirus Resource
Center at Johns Hopkins
University. The number of
lab-confirmed COVID-19
patients reported by the
Texas Department of State
Health Services was 2,513,
down about 300 from the
previous week. Only report-
ed cases are tallied, and
people who test positive
with a home test kit likely
are never reported.
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CRAWFISH SEASON
IS NOW OPEN!

CRAWFISH SHACK IS NOW
SERVING AT OUR

DRIVE-THRU.
Drive-thru open

Wed, Thu, Fri 4-9pm Sat, Sun 12-9pm
Dining Room opens Feb. 15

Dan & Jennifer Meaux invite you to a unique Cajun
dining experience in a casual, fun atmosphere.

OUR 20TH ANNIVERSARY
5822 FM 2100 Crosby TX 77532

281-462-2121
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram
facebook.com/crawfishshackcrosby

www.crawfishshack.com
Catering Available On-Site & Off-Site

HOUSTON - Officials from the City of Houston, Harris County, and the nonprofit Coalition for
the Homeless on Wednesday announced a $100 million initiative to house 7,000 more people experi-
encing homelessness and to make critical enhancements that will bring the region closer to ending
homelessness. Federal COVID relief funding will be used for the second phase of the Community
COVID Housing Program. The housing initiative has already housed a record number of people
experiencing homelessness — more than 7,000 people since Oct. 2020.

 At the announcement, the
City and the County also official-
ly signed on to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD)’s and the
U.S. Interagency Council on
Homelessness (USICH)’s nation-
al House America Initiative.

 “In Phase 1, we not only met
our goal, but we also beat it and
did so in record time,” said Hous-
ton Mayor Sylvester Turner. “We
are not resting on our laurels, to-
gether, we will do more, and we
must keep the momentum going.
Therefore, Houston and Harris
County are doubling down and
once again partnering with the
Coalition for the Homeless and
fellow agencies to launch the largest and most ambitious homeless initiative in the history of the
City and County. Together, we can strategically utilize COVID-19 related funding to turn the crisis
of the pandemic into an opportunity to reduce homelessness further and save lives.”

 “By pulling together in the same direction, Harris County and Houston are showing the rest of
America how to get within striking distance of solving an intractable issue like homelessness,” said
County Judge Lina Hidalgo. “Our rapid deployment of creative, effective programs is changing count-
less lives for the better. This is how we make our community stronger, more resilient, and prosper-
ous for everyone.”

 “After a lifetime of working in public safety, I have focused on keeping our entire community safe
for decades,” said Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia. “We chose to partner again
with the City of Houston and the Coalition for the Homeless on the Community COVID Housing
Program because housing the homeless not only protects the homeless, it protects the broader com-
munity.”

 “Everyone deserves access to a safe, stable, and affordable place to call home. Access to housing
and shelter is a fundamental human right, yet we often treat housing as a commodity,” said Harris
County Precinct 1 Commissioner Rodney Ellis. “We have an opportunity to end chronic homeless-
ness in our community. That’s why I am excited to support ongoing funding with the City of Houston
and proud that the County will continue to invest in our homelessness system through the Commu-
nity COVID Housing Program.”

 “Although Houston and Harris County just joined the 60+ communities part of House America,
they’ve been following the spirit of the initiative,” said Anthony Love, Interim Executive Director,
U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH). “They used federal funding for the COVID
homeless housing program to set goals and break new records. They permanently rehoused 5,000
people – a year before they expected. The House America community can learn from Houston and
Harris County.”

 “The Way Home, the local homeless response system, continues to prove out how collaboration
among governments, nonprofits, and philanthropy can provide long-term fiscally and morally re-
sponsible solutions to homelessness,” said Michael Nichols, president and CEO of the Coalition for
the Homeless of Houston/Harris County.

 Funding for Phase 2 of housing-focused pandemic response
 First announced in July 2020, the Community COVID Housing Program (CCHP) is a housing-

focused response to the pandemic for people experiencing homelessness. Led by the Coalition and
implemented by about a dozen homeless service provider agencies, the CCHP pioneered the use of
housing as a pandemic response. It has become a model for other cities and counties across the
country looking to use federal funding for maximum impact for people experiencing homelessness.

 Harris County intends to invest $35 million in American Rescue Plan (ARP) Local Fiscal Recov-
ery Funds in Phase 2 of the CCHP, with $29.5 million committed by Commissioners Court this week
on top of $5.5 million previously approved. The City of Houston plans allocate at least $35 million —
including funds approved by City Council today for a $6.2 million housing navigation center — and
helped secure $26 million from the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA).
The Coalition will raise additional funding for Phase 2 from private philanthropy, making it a pub-
lic-private partnership.

 Partnership with national initiative
 On Wednesday, the City and the County officially signed on to the House America Initiative.

House America is a national partnership in which HUD and USICH invite local leaders to “use the
historic investments provided through ARP to address the crisis of homelessness through a Housing
First approach by immediately re-housing and building additional housing for people experiencing
homelessness,” according to a release from USICH. This aligns with the approach that the City,
County, Coalition, and community partners have been implementing successfully for over a year.

 Success of Phase 1 of the Community COVID Housing Program
 Through the first phase of the CCHP, the partners of The Way Home — the local homeless re-

sponse system — have been able to accelerate their work and have housed more than 7,000 people
experiencing homelessness — or on the verge of homelessness — since October 2020. The number of
people permanently housed through the CCHP exceeds the number of people housed in the two
previous years combined.

 The initial goal of Phase 1 the housing initiative was to house 5,000 people over two years. Since
the official start of the CCHP in October 2020:

—More than 1,080 people experiencing chronic (long-term) homelessness have been housed in
Permanent Supportive Housing,

—More than 3,180 people have been housed via Rapid Rehousing (short-term rental assistance
and light case management services),

—And more than 2,780 people have been prevented from falling into homelessness via Diversion.
—For a total of more than 7,000 people housed Oct. 1, 2020, to Jan. 11, 2022.

City of Houston and Harris County
Announce Unprecedented Investment to
House the Homeless
$100 million program will house more than 7,000 additional people by
2024 and build critical infrastructure to end homelessness

Judge Joe Stephens coaches
a youth basketball team

Judge Joe Stephens, a retired pro basketball player, now is coaching a
youth basketball team, sharing his knowledge.  GO TEAM!
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

CLEANING
SERVICES

CLEANING
SERVICES

40-2T

Application has been made
with the Texas Alcohol

Beverage Commission for a
BG license by Carla Petrash
at SnowBallz Shaved Ice &
More LLC to be located at
13600 Old River Winfree

Texas. Officers of SnowBallz
Shaved Ice and More LLC

are Carla Petrash.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

4-2t

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May

Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim
independence and

mobility with the
compact design
and long-lasting
battery of Inogen

One. Free
information kit!

Call 855-333-1888

OXYGEN

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!

LeafFilter, the
most advanced
debris-blocking

gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate

today. 15% off
Entire Purchase.

10% Senior &
Military Discounts.

Call 1-346-299-
9169

LEAF FILTER CLEANING
SERVICES

CLEANING
SERVICES

THE OLD LADY CLEANING
SERVICES. MAKE YOUR

HOME OLD LADY AP-
PROVED CLEAN. ESPE-
CIALLY FOR THE HOLI-
DAYS. REASONABLE

RATES. GREAT SERVICES.
CALL MARY 281-961-1768.

LEAVE YOUR NAME &
NUMBER.

43-2T

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Original Let-
ters Testamentary for Docket No. 511437;
Estate of BARBARA (BIRD) HIGGIN-
BOTHAM Deceased; In Probate Court No.
1 of Harris County, Texas, were issued on
JANUARY 17, 2023.

ERICA CAMPBELL

The residence address of the administra-
tor is in Harris County, Texas. The mailing
address is:

c/o Weston Cotten
1500 Wallisville Rd

Highlands, TX 77562

All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being adminis-
tered are required to present them within
the time and in the manner prescribed by
law.
Dated this JANUARY 24, 2023.

by   WESTON COTTEN
    Attorney for the Estate

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

3-2T

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED
AD BY CALLING

713-266-3444
OR EMAIL

GRAFIKSTAR@AOL.COM

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

4-2t

4-1t

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

4-1t
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

”Everything Every-
where All at Once” (R) —
Evelyn Quan lives in a
state of chaos in her every-
day life. She is the owner
of a laundromat and moth-
er to her misunderstood
daughter, Joy, and a mil-
lion other tasks always
seem to snatch up her at-
tention.

Because of this, her re-
lationships begin to fall
apart, leading up to one
seemingly ordinary day
when her life gets flipped
upside down. A version of
her husband, Waymond,
from an alternate uni-
verse, visits her in need of
her help from the evil Jobu
Tupaki, who plans to de-
stroy each existing uni-
verse one by one. As this
alternate Waymond teach-
es her about the multi-

verse, Evelyn learns she
has a much bigger purpose
than she ever imagined in
the fight against Jobu.

With Michelle Yeoh and
Ke Huy Quan taking home
Golden Globes for this vi-
sually stunning film, “Ev-
erything Everywhere All
at Once” is incredibly pro-
found — and a must-
watch.

Out now. (Showtime)
“You People” (R) — Ezra
Cohen (Jonah Hill) hasn’t
had much luck in his quest
for love, although mar-
riage is something he defi-
nitely sees in his future.
When he accidentally wan-
ders into Amira’s (Lauren
London) car, thinking that
she’s his Uber driver, he
begs her for the chance to
make it up to her.

Ezra and Amira begin to
hit it off, and Ezra finally
feels like he’s found the
right person for him. As he
makes plans to propose to
Amira, Ezra’s friend, Sam,
tells him he needs to speak
with Amira’s family. So,
E z r a  s i t s  d o w n  w i t h
Amira’s parents (Eddie
Murphy and Nia Long),
and he finds that integrat-
ing his Jewish family with
Amira’s Black family isn’t
as seamless as he thought
it’d be.

Julia Louis-Dreyfus and
Mike Epps also star in this
relatable comedy film, co-
written by Hill and direc-
tor Kenya Barris. “You
People” premieres Jan. 27.

(Netflix) “Shotgun Wed-
ding” (R) — Originally
starring Armie Hammer
as the male lead before
abuse allegations came out
against him, this romantic
comedy film about a desti-
nation wedding replaced
him with Josh Duhamel in
the male lead role, with
Jennifer Lopez as his op-
posite.

They play a  couple
named Tom and Darcy,
who are about to say their
“I do’s” in the perfect trop-
ical setting. At first, Tom
and Darcy think the worst
of their worries will be
dealing with their eccen-
tric family members.

But then, right before
the wedding, plans get in-
terrupted by a heavily
loaded gang of criminals.
The criminals take Tom
and Darcy’s families hos-
tage, but the couple man-
a g e s  t o  e s c a p e  a n d
attempts to get help while
simultaneously running
from the captors. Is there
any better way to start the
rest of your lives together?

This Prime Video origi-
nal film premieres Jan. 27.
(Prime Video) (c) 2023
King Features Synd., Inc.

Stephanie Hsu, Michelle Yeoh and Ke Huy Quan star
as the Wang family in “Everything Everywhere All At
Once.”

”Everything Everywhere
All at Once”

HOLLYWOOD — Henry Cavill was
the perfect Superman. He first became
the legendary superhero for “Man of
Steel” in 2013. He also donned his tights
and cape for “Batman v. Superman:
Dawn of Justice” (2016), “Justice
League” (2017) and “Black Adam”
(2022).

But the new co-CEOs of DC Studios
have decided to recast Superman. The
studio heads made Cavill announce: “I
will, after all, not be returning as Su-
perman. After being told by the studio
to announce my return back in October
... the changing of the guard is some-
thing that happens. James [Gunn] and
Peter [Safran] have a universe to build.”

This announcement came right after
he quit Netflix’s “The Witcher” after two
seasons, with Liam Hemsworth replac-
ing him in the lead role. But, worry not,
Cavill’s not hurting for work. He has
“The Ministry of Ungentlemanly War-
fare,” the four-film franchise “Argylle,”
“The Rosie Project” and the reboot of
“Highlander” in his future. Also stack-
ing projects is Cavill’s “Argylle” co-star
John Cena, who kicks off 2023 with
“Fast X” (aka “Fast & Furious 10”);
“Freelance” with Alison Brie; and “Coy-
ote vs. Acme,” opposite Will Forte — all
lining up for release soon.

***
As “Avatar: The Way of Water” nears

a billion-dollar gross worldwide, Disney
must be biting their nails over the pro-
jected $2 billion price tag (which will
double for promotion) for the next three
“Avatar” sequels. Disney inherited the
“Avatar” sequels when they acquired
20th Century Fox. But judging from the
$3 billion grosses of the original “Ava-
tar,” and that “Avatar” creator James
Cameron’s “Titanic” is in the third spot,
we can expect an “Avatar” sequel every
Christmas for the next three years.

Executive VP of Disney Tony Cham-
bers says “James Cameron’s movies
have a long tail. So this isn’t about Day

1. This isn’t about opening weekend. This
is about the entire run of the movie.”
Luckily, there’s very little competition
this year. Even with mixed reviews (it
received 77% on Rotten Tomatoes), their
audience loves this franchise and are en-
veloping themselves in the IMAX and 3D
format.

At a time when moviegoers have few-
er reasons to leave home, many do come
back to immerse themselves in “The Way
of Water,” which runs for three hours and
12 minutes. Moviegoers, especially the
younger ones, return time and time again
to be lost in their “Avatar” experience.
Theater exhibitors hope “Avatar” will get
post-pandemic filmgoers back into the-
aters in a pre-COVID way.

The question remains, was it wise to
bank on four sequels filmed back to back
with our ever-changing times as the
world evolves quicker and quicker? If
“Avatar” and its sequels turn out to be a
white elephant, Disney could always turn
it into a jungle franchise to make their
money back. (c) 2023 King Features
Synd., Inc.

Ronal (played by Kate Winslet) from
“Avatar: The Way of Water”
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    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


