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CHANNEL
CURRENTS

North Shore
Rotary Annual
FISH FRY May 20

48th Annual Catfish
Fry and Crawfish Boil,
Raffle for a new Toyota
Tacoma pickup or
Toyota Camry car or 20
other valuable prizes.
Silent Auction, Live
auction. Saturday, May
20 from 11am to 3pm at
the Rotary Pavilion on
Wallisville (behind the
courthouse). Raffle
Tickets $100 which
includes two fish fry
meals. Dinner Tickets
alone $15. Everyone
welcome!

House OKs $302b Budget,
Page 4

HMB Keep You Moving,
Page 8

The East Houston
Democrats are proud to
announce we are now
accepting applications
for graduating Seniors
from the four following
high schools:

C.E. King,
Channelview,
Galena Park and
North Shore
Our club will be

awarding one Dr
Tujuana Hunter Memori-
al Scholarship in the
amount of $500 to each
of these four high
schools this Spring. If
you have a student who
in graduating this
Spring, please reach out
to our Club President
Linda Britten at 281-
782-6437 or Vice
President Tyna Christ-
mas at 713-501-5087
for an application.

Scholarships
available from
East Houston
Democrats

Rotary Club of
Jacinto City and Galena
Park brings back two
great community events
(Baked Potato Lunch
and Cake Auction).

Thursday, April 20 at
the Jacinto City Town
Center, 1025 Oates
Road, Jacinto City.

$12 per plate. Lunch
delivered 10am-
12noon, Lunch served
12noon to 1pm at the
Town Center. Open to
everyone.

Rotary Potato &
Cake Luncheon

APR. 20, THURSDAY

Cody Foundation, KPRC help screen
hundreds of kids for heart defects
Nearly 300 student
athletes were given free
heart screening test for
heart defects by Cody
Stephens ‘Go big, or Go
home’ foundation and
KPRC. The following story
is from a TV report.

SPRING, Texas – Close
to 300 student-athletes,
some of the strongest,
healthiest-looking, teenag-
ers you could find any-
where, came with their
parents this past Sunday
to the Harris County ESD
11 Headquarters in Spring
to potentially save their
own lives.

Students were invited to
an absolutely free event
that offers every teen an
in-depth electrocardio-
gram heart test that can

identify hidden heart prob-
lems that just can’t be
found with a standard,
high school sports exam.

A test that goes light

years beyond any standard
high school sports exam to
spot hidden heart prob-
lems that every year kill
unsuspecting, young ath-
letes across the country.

At the event,  every
young athlete has his or
her heart tested via elec-
trocardiogram and was
asked a series of questions
about their heart history.

They were even taught
how to do CPR.

The goal here is to un-
cover hidden heart defects
you would never know

Continued. See Heart
Screening, Page 5

Scott Stephens lost his
son Cody to an undetec-
ted heart defect. As a re-
sult, he started the Cody
Stephens Foundation to
provide screening to as
many young student ath-
letes as possible. His ef-
forts are now nationwide.

Students undergo a simple ECG test that finds heart
defects that might be fatal. Follow-up treatment will
be a life-saver.

Huge Turner Car Show set for April 22
CROSBY – Automobile

fans from all over the area
are in for a treat next Sat-
urday, April 22nd when
Turner Chevrolet on the
Crosby Freeway hosts
their 2nd Annual Car
Show.

The show will be at the
dealership, and runs from
10am to 3pm. Turner Gen-
eral Manager David Men-
dez says they expect over
100 cars and vehicles of all
types, making it a great
event for car fans.

In past shows, there
have been classic cars from
the 50s and before, lifted
trucks, and even non-autos
such as golf carts and 4-
wheel ATVs. The variety is
part of the fun, and the
unusual experience of see-
ing all of these in one place
at one time. Organizers of
the car show have invited

Continued. See Turner
Car Show, Page 2

These cars were shown in a previous show in the area, and are examples of what might be seen at the Turner
Car Show on April 22nd.

North Channel
Chamber monthly
luncheon with guest
speaker Harris County
Pct. 2 Commissioner
Adrian Garcia. Program
is a Precinct Update.

NOTE: Luncheon is
on the 2nd Friday this
month only.

Luncheon is $25 for
members, and $35 for
non-members.

San Jacinto College
North Monument Room.
Reservations 713-450-
3600 or
info@ncachamber.com.

NCA Chamber
Luncheon

APR. 14, FRIDAY

Only in Texas...

The Easter Bunny arrived riding a Steer!

By Allan Jamail

Jacinto City, Texas –
April 6, 2023 – Forty Heri-
tage Hall seniors rolled
back the years and had an
Easter  egg hunt that
would’ve made anyone
happy to see. They truly
were excited as they hur-
ried about outside search-
ing for the bright color
plastic eggs. To make the
hunt even more exciting
there were two gold eggs
with a five dollar bill inside
them and two silver eggs
with a two dollar bill in
them. Many of the other
eggs had treats inside, so
everyone got a prize.

Debbie Phillips found a
gold and silver egg, Maria
Gonzalez found a gold egg
and Rachel  Mart inez
found a silver egg. Rachel
Martinez gave everyone a
gift bag with prizes and
candy in them; she makes
and gives seniors gift bags
on several special holidays
during the year. After the
egg hunt everyone enjoyed
a warm nutritional meal.

I arrived a few hours
before the egg hunt so I
could see the seniors pro-
gram in full detail.

To begin the day, Eliza-
beth Flores, Heritage Hall’s

Jacinto City Seniors Easter Egg Hunt at Heritage Hall

Jacinto City Heritage Hall Senior’s Easter egg hunt participants. Top row: L – R: Elizabeth Flores, Heritage Hall’s Activity Director,
Naomi Navarro, Maria Espinoza, Program Assistants.  (Photo by Allan Jamail)

JC Heritage Hall senior’s rushing to gather as many Easter eggs as possible with hopes of finding the
gold and silver eggs with money in them. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

Activity Director along with
Program Assistants Maria
Espinoza and Naomi Na-
varro supervised the seniors
doing their daily exercises
which lasted about an hour.
The exercises were a part of
a specially designed profes-
sional guided senior’s work-
out program. It was shown
on a large screen where ev-
eryone could watch and
hear the presenter demon-
strate and tell them how to
do each of the various exer-
cises.

After their physical

Continued. See Seniors Egg
Hunt, Page 3
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the owner of an original
1965 Shelby Cobra, a rare
and valuable Ford modifi-
cation not often seen in
this area.

Turner Chevrolet owner
Robbie Turner will head a
panel of judges who will
award cash prizes and a
smart TV to the best cars
in the show.

There will also be food

trucks, and a raffle to win
prizes. The top 20 cars cho-
sen by the Judges will win
trophies, Mendez said.

The car show entries are
open to everyone who
wants to compete, and any
and all brands and types of
vehicles are welcome. Con-
tact Mendez at 281-328-
4377 to join the show.

Turner Car Show set for Saturday, April 22nd,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Examples of the types of cars that will be exhibited at
the Turner 2nd Annual Car Show on Saturday, April
22nd. Entries are open to all brands, models, and types
of vehicles.

Old River Terrace
church changes
affiliation

For over 84 years Old River Terrace has served Chan-
nelview and its residents.  Located on the same lot that
the original church building once occupied, ORT has been
a methodist presence in the community dedicated to
reaching to the lost and  the least for God’s glory.

For many of those years, it has been a United Meth-
odist congregation.  But recently after months of prayer
and discernment, we have felt God’s leading to move in
a direction that is closer to our Wesleyan roots, and our
traditional Methodist heritage.   That’s why in Decem-
ber of 2022, Old River Terrace voted unanimously to dis-
affiliate from the United Methodist denomination and
become a Global Methodist congregation.  This change
means that we have officially come back to embrace the
name that church began with in May of 1939… Old Riv-
er Terrace Methodist Church.  It’s a small distinction
that makes a large difference to those who are earnestly
searching for the redemptive and transformative salva-
tion that Christ offers to all who would accept it.

Since 2017, ORT has been proud to be partners in
ministry with Iglesia Revive (Revive Church - a bilin-
gual Spanish speaking congregation not affiliated with
any Methodist Church).  This partnership allows us to
reach further into a community that has changed with
us over the past 84 years.  Revive meets for worship
Saturdays at 5 pm, and Bible Study and prayer Wednes-
day evenings at 7:30.  [Servicios en Espanol: Sabado a
las 5, y Miercoles a las 7:30.]

Old River Terrace is now, and will continue to be,
“Deeply rooted in God’s Word so we may grow farther in
Christ’s love”.  It’s that dedication to being disciples of
Christ that has allowed us to become the friendly and
welcoming family of Christ dedicated to loving God, serv-
ing others, and transforming this world one heart at a
time.

Join us for worship, study, prayer, and growth. We’re
located at 16102 East Freeway, Channelview, TX, 77530.
If you have any questions about services or times, feel
free to call our office at 281-452-2861, Monday through
Thursday 8 am to 1 pm.  Or you can join us for any of
our worship and fellowship opportunities.  We look for-
ward to meeting you soon!  Come as you are and experi-
ence the Spirit of the Lord and love that we share!
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CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY✃

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print Newspapers,
too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

your children may have.
”There’s just no way of

knowing what’s going on in
the heart unless you put it
on the computer, which is
basically what this ECG
machine is,” said Scott
Stephens with the Cody
Stephens Go Big or Go
Home Foundation.

This heart screen was
made possible through the
hard work of that founda-
tion, teen heart attack sur-
v ivor  Jul ieta  Valdez ,
Harris County ESD 11,
and KPRC 2.

“KPRC and Bill Spencer
have been a wonderful
Godsend to us. Bill’s very
passionate about what
we’re doing, he under-
stands the process, and he
knows we’re saving lives.
We are so lucky to have
KPRC on our team,” Scott
said.

Most of all, parents are
grateful, to be able to get
these expensive tests for
their children absolutely
free.

Romano brought his son
Nick, a serious baseball
player. “This is a great op-
portunity to prevent sud-
den cardiac arrest. He’s
[my son] an athlete. So we
want to make sure we’re
taking every precaution to

avoid something that real-
ly is preventable,” Romano
said.

Alexis Garza, a teen
athlete, from Tomball saw
KPRC’s story promoting
this heart screen and
couldn’t wait to come and
get tested.

”I was like immediately,
was like, ‘Mom, I really
want to go do this, just to
make sure everything is
top tier with my heart and
my health,’” Alexis said.

“I’m so thankful they
gave us this opportunity. I
probably wouldn’t have
done anything like this
had this not been available
to us,” Romano said.

Altogether, 278 student-
athletes were tested.

Of those, medical pro-
fessionals reported that
they found 11 teens with
heart abnormalities that
will require follow-up with
a cardiologist.

Five of those had signif-
icant heart problems, and
three of them were found
to have serious heart prob-
lems. Additionally, two of
them had heart problems
that appeared to be criti-
cal.

All of those kids were
immediately referred to
get the help they need.

Heart Screening
in Spring,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker.  Pineforest Jewelry has
been a proud member of the Independent Jewelers
Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers Organiza-
tion (RJO) for many years.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Diamond Jim: “What
are Ethical
Diamonds?”

Diamond Jim: “What
Exactly is

“White Gold”
and How is it

Made?”

White gold is inherently warm in color, and not
dead white like platinum. White gold is not found in
nature, since the element from the earth is pure
yellow gold (referred to as 24k). In order to achieve a
whiter hue, other metals are added to the pure yellow
gold. This combination of metals is called an “alloy.”
By definition, 14k gold means that 14 parts of the
alloy out of the total 24 parts are gold. The remaining
10 parts in the alloy are other metals. The other
metals depend upon the final color you’re trying to
achieve. For example, 14k yellow gold may have
copper, silver, and zinc added so that the yellow color
is lightened, but still maintained. Rose gold will have
more copper so that the coppery hue is achieved. And
white gold will have a white metal, such as nickel or
palladium added so that the resulting alloy is whiter.

Although the final color of 14k white gold is whiter
than pure yellow gold, 14 parts out of its total 24
parts are still yellow gold. I like to compare it to a
bucket paint: It’s like adding as much white paint to
a bucket of yellow paint as you can. The resulting
color will look much whiter, but that yellow paint in
the bucket still remains. The same is true of white
gold; It will appear whiter but its undertone is still
yellow gold. Why is it that sometimes a white gold
ring will turn warmer in color over time?

Sometimes that original warmer color is harder to
see since our eyes are distracted by shiny things!
Rings often start out polished, and the reflective
surface makes subtleties in color hard to see. But as
it’s worn, the ring’s surface becomes scuffed up, and
that reflective surface dulls. White gold’s inherent
color is easier for us to see due to the duller, less
distracting surface. Additionally, although most of
the metals in the white gold alloy do not tarnish
(turn colors due to exposure to oxygen), there are tiny
amounts of metals which can oxidize. This means
white gold can “turn” a slightly warmer color with
time. Having the ring professionally polished can
make it shiny again. But something to keep in mind
is that professional polishing removes a layer of
metal each time. You wouldn’t want to get your ring
polished too frequently since it would wear away the
gold too quickly. If you prefer a whiter appearance I’d
recommend going with rhodium plating rather
than frequent professional polishing. That way the
ring isn’t thinned too early in its life, and the fine
texture isn’t polished away prematurely.

Rhodium is a metal in the platinum family, so it
has that same grey/white color. Many commercially
made jewelry will be rhodium plated to look like
platinum. One downside to plating is that it requires
upkeep by re-plating every so often. Some people
prefer not to plate their white gold for a few reasons.
The main reason is that they like the warmer color of
white gold, and don’t find it to be inferior to plati-
num’s color.  Many people prefer a whiter color in
their white gold jewelry and would like to rhodium
plate their rings. Rhodium plating can be done at
Pineforest Jewelry in our repair shop and, unlike
most jewelers who plate to a 1 micron of thickness,
we prefer to plate to about 2 microns thick. This
usually offers a longer lasting plating .of your
beautiful jewelry. So, if you love that bright white
hue, rhodium plating is a great option for you. Come
see us at Pineforest Jewelry and ask Gary about
Rhodium plating

Define Normal

If you are like most people, you have just spent
time over the past weekend with family and
friends. Perhaps either before you gathered

or afterwards, you wondered if your event would be
one of those that you walk on eggshells or if it would
go smoothly. I often hear people say they grew up in
a dysfunctional family. I hear people joke that their
family put the “dysfunction” in dysfunctional. Yet,
over the years, I met so many people with interest-
ing family and friends, that I have decided that life
is what you make it. To me if everyone were the
same, it would be a boring life.

In today’s world, almost every family or group
will include some who are married, some who are
single, some who are divorced. There will be those
who have children, some with grown children and
some who have never had children. Gone are the
days of everyone in your family or circle of influence
having more things in common than not. Who
decides which people are “normal”? I look around
and have friends of such amazing characteristics
that I enjoy being around them and learning more
each time we gather.

Some people spend time planning their next get-
together as soon as one ends. Others live a simple
life, they just “wing it” and make the best of the
days. Some people I know have list after list before
any event. They have a list of those who must be
invited as well as those who they will never invite. I
have one friend who hires someone in early Novem-
ber to make sure that her annual holiday gathering
has every detail covered. I have others who an-
nounce they are having an annual event and there
are no formal invitations mailed, just information
shared by word of mouth.  Both events are always
filled with fun, love, and laughter. Both events seem
normal to the guests.

Years ago, I put forth effort to be sure that my
circle included as much diversity as possible. I have
friends of different ages, spiritual beliefs, races,
educational backgrounds and so much more. I have
friends who spend time, talents, and resources to
help others learn a new language or a new skill.  I
have others who are the recipients of such gifts. I
have friends who have never received a warning
ticket for a traffic violation. There are others who
have served time for murder. In my circle, there are
those who were exonerated for crimes they served
time for and were released. There are those I know
who have been in church every time the doors were
open. I have others who have never stepped into a
church. Is one more important than the other? I do
not think so. Is one more “normal” than the other?

I know people who were charged with sexual
assault. I know others who had children before they
were married. I know same sex couples who have
become parents through surrogate mothers. I know
couples who would make great parents but so far,
they are childless. I know others who have multiple
children. There are many blended families. I even
know families where the ex-spouses and new
spouses are friends. Is this normal? I believe that
whatever you choose, you can normalize it. You can
be an obstacle or make life exciting. Which one is
normal? Enjoy life. Be a blessing to others.

workout and a rest break
for refreshments they sat
down for 2 hours of bingo.
The bingo contest is held
every Thursday; the se-
niors look forward to it be-
cause the winning bingo
card holders get a nice
prize. As the bingo num-
bers were called out Eliza-
beth, Maria and Naomi
moved about the room to
help seniors mark the

JC Seniors Egg
Hunt,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cards of those who may
have a hearing or eyesight
impairment.

Jacinto City Heritage
Hall is located at 1025
Oates Rd., anyone wanting
to learn how to join the se-
niors program should call
Elizabeth Flores at: 713-
554-9046 or email her:
eplizabeth.flores@jacintocity-
tx.gov.
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

Inflation is up, but Homestead
ISD Tax Bills are Not! Over 3.5
Million should see savings this
Fall

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5906 Star
Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to
about 200. Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

Senator Bettencourt calls on Cities and Coun-
ties to adopt the No-New-Revenue-Rate this Fall

Taxpayers should visit the State’s New Tax
Portal to get their Estimated Property Tax Bill

Austin, TX – Senator Paul Bettencourt (R-
Houston) says that while the current National
inflation rate is 8.6%, millions of under-65 Texas
Homesteads should see their Independent School
District (ISD) tax bills cut this Fall.

In May of last year, Texas’ Voters overwhelm-
ingly approved Propositions 1 and 2, which
provided direct tax cuts to homeowners with
homestead tax bills in 2022 and 2023. 2.1 Million
over-65 or disabled homeowners will receive the
benefits of the state’s compressed property tax
rate for school maintenance and operations
(M&O) in 2023. Proposition 2 increased the
statewide school homestead exemption from
$25,000 to $40,000, meaning that over 3.5 million
under-65 homestead homeowners will receive this
tax cut this year. My Senate office calculations
indicate an actual cut of $44 on average for an
average $301,000 taxable homestead in Texas
despite massive appraised value increases across
the state. An office survey of the top 25 ISDs in
the state indicates a range of cuts from $107 to
$8. These calculated cuts comes before Cities and
Counties set their tax rates in the Fall, which
could save the average taxpayer hundreds of
more dollars on their tax bills.

“The Cavalry is coming over the Hill for Texas
Homesteads in the Fall, just like in an old John
Wayne movie!” said Senator Paul Bettencourt.
“Because of the passage of Prop 1 and 2 in May,
3.5 Million homesteads will on average pay less
on their school tax bills this year than they did
last year. Over-65 homeowners are frozen this
year, but will get an actual property tax cut in
2023, too.” He added.

Property Appraisals are rising amidst a boom-
ing Texas economy, but taxpayers can be assured
that property tax rates are on the way down to
offset these increases. This is attributed to the
significant reforms contained in SB 2 and HB 3
that the legislature passed in 2019, and the
additional property tax legislation that was
passed in 2021. In fact there are 16 cents of
property tax relief, overall a $482 savings com-
pared to last year’s tax rate.

“Lawmakers have given property owners
valuable protections against rising tax bills in
this red hot real estate market, but there is no
substitute for vigilance. Taxpayers must be
prepared to weigh in with their local taxing
jurisdictions if they believe tax rates are too
high,” stated Dale Craymer, President of Texas
Taxpayers and Research Association. Note:
TTARA supplied county and city penny rate
reduction estimates.

The no-new-revenue-rate is the rate that
provides the same amount of money to a taxing
entity this year as last year. As Texans are
having to be extra careful with their dollars due
to very high inflation, government entities should
be doing the same thing or go to the voters for
adoption. “I am calling on all Cities and Counties
to adopt the no-new-revenue-rate, it will save the
taxpayers’ money!” concluded Senator Betten-
court.

To check on your property tax bill, please visit
the Texas property tax database. Click below:

 www.texas.gov/living-in-texas/property-tax-
directory/

OPINION
✯

By Paul Bettencourt,
Texas State Senator

“Burro in Pants”
I saw the burro wearing

pants and carrying a basket
filled with paper flowers.

“Oh, my gosh!” I said.
“That poor burro.”

There are several burros
with this job in this Mexican
town and, as burro employ-
ment goes, it’s a pretty easy
gig. The burro wears a rustic
basket filled with bright pa-
per flowers and is led by a
man in a similarly rustic cos-
tume, and they follow wed-
ding processions, providing
photo opportunities for the
guests. The burro is photo-
graphed dozens of times and
spends the afternoon in the
park, doing her best to look
picturesque.

On weekdays, when wed-
dings are less common, the
burro and her handler park
themselves on a narrow bit of
cobblestone street with a
beautiful view of the old
church in the background.
Tourists get their photos tak-
en with the burro for a few
pesos. I saw no harm in it un-
til the day the burro showed
up in pants.

“Oh, my gosh!” And I felt a
sense of indignation rising on
the burro’s behalf.

I mean, it’s one thing to
carry around fake flowers all
day. It is another thing entire-
ly (according to me) to put the
poor burro in trousers. To add
insult to injury, the pants
were not even on her back
legs! She was wearing trou-
sers on her front legs that
made her look sort of like a lit-
tle person with a donkey head.

“Outrageous!” I decided in
furious defense of the burro’s
dignity. Making a burro dress
up in a silly costume was
somehow intolerable, as far as
I was concerned. Her handler
was making her look comical,
a ridiculous punchline to lure
more tourists in. She was a
joke burro, and I decided—
from my vantage point as the
Tourist Who Knows Every-
thing—this was unacceptable.

From that moment on, I
made it my mission to restore
the burro’s dignity. On days
when she showed up in pants,
I shook my head disapprov-
ingly and said, “No pants!” in
Spanish. On days she showed
up in her natural attire, I in-
dicated my approval. “I am
happy the burro  has no
pants!” I said—a phrase I am
unlikely to need on many oth-
er occasions.

My mission was going well,
I thought. The burro was
showing up in pants far less
often and everything was go-
ing well—until yesterday.

Yesterday ,  I  actual ly
stopped to talk to the burro’s
handler.

“I’m glad she is not wear-
ing pants!” I reiterated as if,
by now, he might not have got-
ten my point.

“I will show you,” he said
in English. And he gestured
that I should come near.

The burro had large patch-
es on the back of her legs
where the flies had been eat-
ing her skin. He told me they
hurt her, and he could not
keep the insects away. He put
poison on the spots, but it did
not work well, and it cost 500
pesos for a small bottle. The
pants kept the flies away and
allowed her poor legs to heal.

And I am an idiot.
“I’m so sorry,” I said in

Spanish. “I didn’t understand.
She should wear pants if she
needs them!”

And I thought of all the as-
sumptions I make every day,
all the opinions I form with no
basis but my own ridiculous
preconceptions. This man
took the time to show me the
truth—about one little burro
in pants—and I wondered
how often I am just so, so
wrong.

“Gracias,” I told him.
“De nada,” he said. “It’s

nothing.”
But of course, it was some-

thing. It was something very
important.

Till next time,
Carrie
Check out CarrieClasson-

Author on Facebook or visit
CarrieClasson.com.

House OKs $302 Billion Budget
The Texas House approved

a $302 billion budget last week
that included an amendment
prohibiting the use of state mon-
ey on private school tuition — a
major setback to Gov. Greg Ab-
bott’s plan to establish a school
voucher system. The Austin
American-Statesman reported
that more than 20 Republicans
joined nearly all House Demo-
crats to pass the amendment,
while 11 lawmakers voted
present.

The amendment is seen as a
rebuke to Abbott, who has trav-
eled the state pushing what he
calls “school choice.”

The amendment’s sponsor,
state Rep. Abel Herrero, D-Rob-
stown, said his proposal to block
using public money for private
schools boiled down to “public
money for public schools.”

The House’s budget now
heads to the Senate, which has
passed an education reform bill
calling for $8,000 in state fund-
ing a year for a student who at-
tends a private school. Since
that funding is not included in
the House budget, the issue
could lead to tense conference
committee negotiations between
the two chambers. Some law-
makers have speculated the
conflict could lead to a special
called legislative session after
the regular term ends on Memo-
rial Day.

Among the highlights of
the House budget are record
funding increases for public
schools and highway con-
struction, as well as raises for
state employees.

CONTROVERSIAL ELECTRIC GRID
PLAN PASSES SENATE

The Texas Senate has passed
a controversial plan to build
more natural gas-powered
plants in the state, despite wide-
spread opposition from critics
who say the two bills could lead
to billions in added costs to cus-
tomers. The goal of the bills, ac-
cording to its sponsors, is to
avoid another massive power
outage such as the one in the
winter of 2021 that killed more
than 200 people, the Texas
Tribune reported.

H o u s t o n
Chronicle columnist Chris Tom-
linson reported that 22 out of 24
people who testified on Senate
Bill 6 voiced opposition. The
plants would sit idle at least
97% of the time.

“The Association of Electric

Companies of Texas found com-
mon ground with the Sierra
Club. Texas Competitive Pow-
er Advocates agreed with the
South Texas Electric Coopera-
tive. Energy giant NRG joined
the consumer advocacy group
Public Citizen in declaring SB
6 a lousy idea,” Tomlinson
wrote.

State Sen. Charles Schwert-
ner, R-Georgetown, the lead
sponsor of both bills, said the
measures were “in memory of
the hundreds of Texans that
died and the millions of Texans
that suffered.”

COURT RULES DEGREES CAN BE
REVOKED FOR MISCONDUCT

The Texas Supreme Court
reversed previous lower-court
rulings and ruled last week that
Texas universities can revoke
previously awarded degrees for
academic  misconduct ,
the Statesman reported. The
University of Texas at Austin
and Texas State University, in
separate cases that were consol-
idated, argued they should be
able to revoke doctorate degrees
from students who committed
academic misconduct to “protect
their reputations and the value
of degrees conferred upon their
students.”

Both cases involved students
accused of fabricating data that
was discovered after the degrees
had been conferred. Both stu-
dents sued their respective uni-
versities after their degrees
were revoked.

“The only difference between
expelling a current student for
academic misconduct and re-
voking the degree of a former
student for the exact same aca-
demic misconduct is one of tim-
ing,” Justice Debra Lehrmann
wrote.

TEMPS TOPPED 100 DEGREES IN

TEXAS PRISONS
The indoor temperature in-

side at least 15 state-operated
jails and prisons exceeded 100
degrees last summer, according
to a report by The Dallas Morn-
ing News. The data indicates
that both inmates and staff are
exposed to dangerous levels of
heat in the state’s facilities that
do not have air conditioning.

A lack of climate control has
contributed to the deaths of
nearly two dozen inmates be-
tween 1998 and 2012, according
to the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice, as well as the
heat-related illnesses of dozens
of prison guards.

The News reported that
state standards say county jails
and animal shelters should get
no hotter than 85 degrees, but
Texas prisons are not required
to have air conditioning.

While previous attempts to
fund air conditioning for the
state’s prisons have failed, the
House budget passed last week
sets aside more than a half-bil-
lion dollars for that purpose. In
addition, two bills to install cool-
ing systems in the prison sys-
tem were  approved  in
committee.

LAND OFFICE AWARDS $6
MILLION FOR COASTAL
COUNTIES

The Texas General Land Of-
fice has awarded $6 million for
projects across seven coastal
counties with a combination of
federal and state funding

The projects are intended in
part to improve amenities for
greater beach access in a num-
ber of locations, as well as de-
veloping early warning systems
for coastal flooding

“As a Texan who grew up
near the coast and lived in
Galveston for more than a de-
cade, preserving our state’s pre-
cious shorelines and their
communities is a top priority of
mine,” said Land Commission-
er Dawn Buckingham.

TENTATIVE SETTLEMENT IN
TEXAS CHURCH SHOOTING

The Justice Department last
week announced a tentative
$144 million settlement with
the families and victims of a
2017 mass shooting at a church
in  Suther land  Spr ings ,
the Associated Press reported.
More than two dozen people
were killed when a former U.S.
airman opened fire during a
church service. It was later de-
termined that the gunman had
been able to purchase firearms
despite a criminal history.
Three years earlier, while in the
Air Force, he was convicted of
assaulting an ex-wife and step-
son, cracking the child’s skull.
He was discharged for bad con-
duct.

The Air Force had previous-
ly acknowledged it was remiss
in not putting the felony convic-
tion for domestic violence in into
the FBI database, which could
have prevented the shooter from
buying guns from a licensed fire-
arms dealer.

“No words or amount of mon-
ey can diminish the immense
tragedy of the mass shooting in
Sutherland Springs,” Vanita
Gupta, associate attorney gen-
eral for the Justice Department,
said in a statement. “Today’s an-
nouncement brings the litiga-
tion to a close, ending a painful
chapter for the victims of this
unthinkable crime.”
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Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May

Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim
independence and

mobility with the
compact design
and long-lasting
battery of Inogen

One. Free
information kit!

Call 855-333-1888

OXYGEN

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!

LeafFilter, the
most advanced
debris-blocking

gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate

today. 15% off
Entire Purchase.

10% Senior &
Military Discounts.

Call 1-346-299-
9169

LEAF FILTER

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
MARKETING/SALES

PERSON

Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful but
not necessary. Possible to work from
home. Suitable for Part Time, or Full
Time. Commission plus. Send letter of
interest to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or
call 713-252-8000.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MANAGING
EDITOR

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.
Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest
to grafikstar@aol.com or call 713-
252-8000.

POSITION
AVAILABLE

POSITION
AVAILABLE

MARKETING SPECIALIST

We are hiring!
MARKETING SPECIALIST POSITION OPEN
Responsible for managing, coordinating, and

administering marketing and branding efforts on
behalf of the East Aldine Management District,

served by Hawes Hill & Associates LLP, in
accordance with the district’s approved Service

and Improvement Plan. The Marketing
Specialist reports to and works under the

general supervision of the district’s
Executive Director.

Salary range: $65,000 - $80,000 annually,
depending on qualifications and experience.
Benefits include health, basic dental, life and
disability insurance, SIMPLE IRA retirement

plan, vacation.

Visit our website to learn more and to apply:
aldinedistrict.org

EAST ALDINE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
c/o HawesHill & Associates LLP

7-2T

POSITION
AVAILABLE

TRACTOR WORK TRACTOR WORKTRACTOR WORK

Tractor, Dozer and Backhoe Services
Call or text for Free Quote.

JOE FLANAGAN
832-530-0054

10-4T
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