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CHANNEL
CURRENTS

North Shore
Rotary Annual
FISH FRY May 20

48th Annual Catfish
Fry and Crawfish Boil,
Raffle for a new Toyota
Tacoma pickup or
Toyota Camry car or 20
other valuable prizes.
Silent Auction, Live
auction. Saturday, May
20 from 11am to 3pm at
the Rotary Pavilion on
Wallisville (behind the
courthouse). Raffle
Tickets $100 which
includes two fish fry
meals. Dinner Tickets
alone $15. Everyone
welcome!

Diamond Jim,
Page 3

Capitol Update
Ana Hernandez, Page 5

Rotary Club of
Jacinto City and Galena
Park brings back two
great community events
(Baked Potato Lunch
and Cake Auction).

Thursday, April 20 at
the Jacinto City Town
Center, 1025 Oates
Road, Jacinto City.

$12 per plate. Lunch
delivered 10am-
12noon, Lunch served
12noon to 1pm at the
Town Center. Open to
everyone.

Rotary Potato &
Cake Luncheon

APR. 20, THURSDAY

By Allan Jamail

Jacinto City, TX. April
11 ,  2023  –  El izabeth
Flores, Jacinto City’s shin-
ing star brightens the lives
for many seniors in their
golden years. Serving as
the city’s Heritage Hall
Director there’s no doubt
without her how difficult
the senior’s lives would be.
As I approach my 80th
birthday I’m learning how
my body’s physical and
mental abilities are chang-
ing and how valuable the
city’s senior program is for
those who need some spe-
cial care.

I often visit Heritage
Hall and I can see how
Flores takes care of her se-
niors as if they’re apart of
her own biological family.
She gives them each a true
sense that she cares for
them. She’s has her young
college age daughter Cecil-
ia at times volunteering to
assist with the seniors

when she’s not attending
college.

Elizabeth began her af-
filiation with the city’s se-
nior program eight years
ago in 2015. Then Director
Cindy Miller another de-
voted and caring senior’s
heroine was leaving her
position with the city so
Flores stepped into the di-

rector’s position then.
As director Flores as-

sumed the awesome re-
sponsibility of having to
comply with many federal,
state and county govern-
mental laws which provide
oversight of senior pro-

Elizabeth Flores, Jacinto City’s
Shining Star at Heritage Hall

ELIZABETH FLORES, JACINTO CITY’S HERITAGE HALL DIRECTOR.
See article.  (Photo by Allan Jamail)

CONTINUED. SEE FLORES
SHINING STAR, PAGE 3

Art Car Parade

Annual Art Car Parade was held last
weekend. More Photos inside, Page 7

Turner Car Show
set for Saturday

This 1965 Shelby COBRA Ford GT is scheduled to be one of the
featured cars in Saturday’s Car Show at Turner Chevrolet in
Crosby. (If it doesn’t rain, said owner Bruce Meyer). The event is
from 10am to 3pm at 21002 Crosby Freeway (US90). Car fans
will be able to view about 100 autos, trucks, SUVs, and other
wheeled vehicles at this 2nd Annual event, according to General
Manager David Mendez. There will be Food trucks, raffles for
prizes, and judging of the top 20 cars on display with appropriate
trophies, according to Robbie Turner. The public is welcome to
this free event.

Crosby Fair and Rodeo President Ronny Ehrlich (left) and Crosby Fair and
Rodeo Board Member Dwight Klise (right) receive a fully Automated External
Defibrillator (AED) donated by the Cody Stephens Go Big or Go Home
Memorial Foundation, represented by Melody Stephens and Scott Stephens.

AED donated to CrosbyRodeo

Continued. See AED donated, Page 3

CROSBY – The Cody
Stephens Go Big or Go
Home Memorial Founda-
tion (GBOGH), along with
its sponsors Zoll-Medical
Corporation and SaveSta-
tion Inc. have combined to
place a fully Automated
External Defibrillator
(AED) at the Crosby Rodeo
and Fairgrounds.  Zoll

Medical Corporation donated the AED to
Parent Heart Watch (PHW), the national
non-profit solely dedicated to the preven-
tion of sudden cardiac arrest and death
in youth.

The Go Big or Go Home Foundation
then won the AED in an opportunity
drawing held by PHW to raise money for
the organization.  SaveStation Inc of On

Pilot Club Puzzle
Competition May 7

Teams of 4 compete
to complete a puzzle
and win prizes.

Fundraiser for San
Jacinto Pilot Club’s
Autism support and
community projects.

Sunday, May 7 at
Hampton Inn, 14120
Karissa Court (Beltway 8
frontage). Starts
2:30pm, Finish and
awards at 5:00pm.
Tickets $25, from any
club member or call
281-221-1616.

By Allan Jamail & Linda Jamail

Saturday, April  15,
2023 the Galena Park ISD
elementary, math and sci-
ence hosted a stem show-
case day event at North
shore 10th grade campus.
It was a thrilling sight to
see, over 200 students par-
ticipated. Many of their
parents were there and
learned about STEM and
Robotics too and to see
firsthand what their chil-
dren are involved in. This
was my third time to cover
either robotics or ebotics
and each time I’m amazed
at how much our younger
generation of students are
advanced in the latest
technologies.

Jacqueline Moreno, Di-
rector of Math & Science
said all 15 campuses were
invited to showcase all of
their stem and robotics
learning they have accom-

1ST PLACE WINNERS, MACARTHUR ELEMENTARY: L-R: Alizay Rosales, Jennette Rea, Zurimar Espinosa, Samantha
Macias, Mrs. Garcia, Mrs. Pichon, Aiden Martinez, Juan Bucio, Noe Nunez, Francisco Cardenas. Bottom of
photo, L-R: Alejandra Ibarra and Hope Garcia.  (Photo by Allan Jamail)

STEM & ROBOTICS SHOWCASE DAY
GPISD Elementary Schools

plished throughout the
school year.

Moreno said, “The stu-
dent teams consisted of
third through fifth graders

and they highlighted work
with many different types
of science, math, technolo-
gy, and engineering. There
was evidence of engineer-

ing design process, creativ-
ity, collaboration, commu-
nicat ion,  and cr i t ical
thinking. These students
truly showed us outstand-

PHOTOS OF JACINTO CITY AND
GALENA PARK ELEMENTARY
CONTESTANTS ON PAGE 6.

STORY CONTINUES PAGE 6

Auction items featured at Rotary
Fish Fry event on May 20th

The North Shore Rotary
Club is preparing for their
big Fish Fry on Saturday,
May 20. In addition to the
Raffle and great seafood,
they will have silent and
live auctions.

The countdown is on
to the 48th Annual North
Shore Rotary Catfish Fry,
Crawfish Boill and Live
Auction! Here are just a
few of the more than 76
items they will have in the
live auction! They will also
have some great sports
a n d  c o n c e r t  t i c k e t
packages as well!

Join the fun on May
20th at the North Shore
Rotary Pavilion for great
food and a fun time as
Rotary raises money for
t h e  N o r t h  C h a n n e l
community!

Raffle and Meal Tickets
are available from any
North Shore Rotarian!
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SHELDON ISD NEWS
Sheldon Fine Art Students
Showcase Performances
at Annual Event

On April 11 and 13, Sheldon ISD fine arts programs across the district per-
formed at the annual Choral Canvas District Fine Arts Festival. The two eve-
nings consist of choir performances from all of the 13 schools across Sheldon ISD.
Additionally an art show is set up for community members to view selected art-
work as well as the recognition of Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo Art win-
ners.

King High School has
received four finalist
nominations for the Tom-
my Tune Awards for the
school’s winter perfor-
mance of “Little Shop of
Horrors.” The nomina-
tions include Outstand-
i n g  t e c h n i c a l
achievement, lighting de-

KHS Theater Arts Receives 4
Finalist Nominations for
Tommy Tune Awards

sign, scenic design and
lead. The cast will learn
the results during an
awards ceremony on May
4.  The Tommy Tune
Awards (TTA) Program is
sponsored by Houston’s
Theatre Under the Stars
and celebrates the educa-

tional value, artistry and
community of high school
musical theater in the
Greater Houston Area.
Earlier this year, King
High School set a school
record with 22 nomina-
tions for the awards
show.

On April 15, the King High School indoor percussion team will advance to the
state championships where they will compete at Texas A&M University. This is
the second consecutive year to attend the state championships.

KHS Indoor Drumline
Advances to State

King Theatre Compa-
ny is presenting its first
Summer Theater Work-
shop Monday, June 5
through Thursday, June
15 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
There will be a final per-
formance at the conclu-
sion of the workshop.
This program will pro-
vide students with an op-

Summer Theater Opportunity
for kindergarten Through Fifth
Graders

portunity to create cos-
tumes, work on sets and
theater performances to
include singing and danc-
ing. Students will be di-
vided into classes based
on age and grade level.
The program is geared for
students who have com-
pleted  k indergarten

through fifth grade. De-
tails can be found on the
distr ict ’ s  website  at
www.sheldonisd.com.
Proceeds for the camp
will benefit the C.E. King
High School Theatre
Company. Registration is
limited for Sheldon ISD
students.

On April 12, 10 Shel-
don ISD athletes signed
their NCAA Letters of In-
tent to show their com-
mitment to play at the
collegiate level. Congrat-
ulations to the following:

Kristian Lewis, East
Texas Baptist University,
volleyball

Aleria Lane, Universi-
ty of Arkansas- Pine
Bluff, volleyball

10 Athletes Participate in
Sheldon ISD’s April Signing Day

Tiye Davis, Kansas
City Kansas Community
College, Girls Basketball

 Nikevia Maxie, East
Texas Baptist University,
Girls Basketball

V a l e r i e  M a r e s ,
Schreiner University,
Softball

Tommy Banks, Uni-
versity of Arkansas- Rich
Mountain, Cross Country
Hannah Griffin, Jackson-
ville College, Girls Track/

Cross Country
Kerry Frank Tillis,

Texas College, football
Dennis Wilhite, Texas

College, football
Johnterrian Welch,

Texas Lutheran Univer-
sity, football

This totals 24 athletes
from Sheldon ISD sports
programs that  have
signed to play at the col-
lege level.

CHANNELVIEW ISD NEWS

“Looking Through”

8th Grade High School
Credit

Artist Statement
The meaning of my art-

work is that it doesn’t
matter about the outside,
the inside is what really
matters. Also, an artist
that influenced me is
Henry Selick. His art-
work inspired me as I
worked on the figure of
the subject.

Art Teacher: Karla
Hernandez Rating: 4

Karla Hernandez

“Fast Passion Out of This World”
8th Grade

Artist Statement
I love hamburgers and fries and basically fast food like chicken nuggets. I’m

very passionate about this type of food. I think more people should explore the
types of food they love. The more types of food you try the more favorites you’ll
develop.

Art Teacher: Jefferson Everett Rating: 4

Nayeli Guerrero

By Mr. Everett

On Saturday March 25th, 11 of Alice Johnson’s best visual arts students com-
peted in a UIL competition known as JrV.A.S.E (Junior Visual Arts Scholastic
Event). For the past few years, our students were not able to sit down with their
judge to explain the process and meaning behind their work due to covid restric-
tions. This year was the first time since 2020 that our students were able to talk
about their artwork in a professional setting - where they got meaningful feed-
back about their techniques, styles, and overall ideas.

I watched my students work hard and put lots of hours into their efforts and
pieces. Please enjoy the slide show of the work our students did this year. You
won’t be disappointed.

Alice Johnson Jr Virtual
Art Gallery
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CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY✃

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print Newspapers,
too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

grams. This is not an easy
task and the staggering
amount of reports to file is
very time consuming.

Prior to joining Jacinto
City’s Heritage Hall Senior
Center, Elizabeth worked
with the City of Houston
for 19 yrs under the Har-
ris County Area Agency on
Aging. She first started in
the Information and Refer-
ral program in which she
advocated for older adults
in Harris County by ways
of information, assistance
and referral programs.
Later, she moved to the
administration program
under the Harris County
Area Agency on Aging.
There she worked with
contractors and vendors
who assist in programs for
older adults in Harris
County.

As the director Flores
oversees the physical and
mental needs along with

meals for area seniors. She
also manages the area
“Meals on Wheels” pro-
gram which provides a nu-
t r i t i o u s  m e a l  f o r
home-bound senior citi-
zens. She’s assisted by two
Program Assistants Maria
Espinoza and Naomi Na-
varro who sacrifice person-
al time and money to make
the lives better for their se-
niors.

The center also partici-
pates with Harris County
Pct. 2gether senior pro-
gram that allows them to
use county buses, partici-
pate in Senior Olympics
and parties.

Jacinto City Heritage
Hall is located at 1025
Oates Rd., anyone wanting
to learn how to join the se-
niors program should call
Elizabeth Flores at: 713-
554-9046 or email her:
eplizabeth.flores@jacintocity-
tx.gov

Elizabeth Flores
Shining Star,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Join Me

There comes a time when you must draw a line
in the sand. You must stand for something, or
you will fall for anything. I am so tired of

hearing people say negative things about the east side of
Harris County. I know that I am not alone in feeling like
this and I am not going to back down. God brought my
family to North Shore in 1971 largely because my
parents heard so many good things about the Galena
Park Schools. My dad also had a desire to spend time
with his family instead of stuck on a freeway trying to
get to work.

My mother was determined that as sixth and fourth
grade students, my brother and I were going to not only
learn at school, but we were going to become involved in
the community. I still remember the first PTA Meeting
at North Shore Elementary after we were enrolled.  It
did not matter to her if she knew anyone in the room, she
and her children were going to attend and get involved.
And before long, she signed up to serve as a Room
Mother. She truly laid a foundation for my love of service
to others. At that PTA Meeting, not only was Dr Gerald
D. Cobb the speaker, but he was the Superintendent and
I remember his speech.  He shared that to be a success in
life, it did not matter how much money was in the bank
or how many accolades you collected, you could not take
any of that with you when you passed away. He remind-
ed parents to read to their children and to listen to their
children as they read. He was not afraid to tell parents
that they needed to take their children to church.

It was not too long after that when I met Brother John
Brady, Pastor of Woodforest Baptist Church.  At that
point in my life, I had only attended Catholic churches,
but there was something about Brother John’s message.
I found myself surrounded by new friends who attended
Woodforest and even though it took me until 1990 to join,
I always felt like I had “family” there.  His influence
continues now even after his death last year.  Rarely
does a week go by that I do not run into someone who
quotes him or remembers him bringing slides of his trips
to Kenya into the school to share in our Social Studies
class. He truly loved our community. So many lives were
changed because he was not afraid to share what was
important to him. Likewise, today several of his grand-
children are serving in ministry and standing firm on
what he taught them.

I first met Dr Charles Grant in the summer of 1995
and immediately, I knew that he was passionate about
the community. This was even before he became the
President of San Jacinto College North. He wanted
everyone to know about the college, the Chamber, local
school districts and of course, about North Shore Rotary.
He and I shared years working together at the college
and serving as the Advisors to the Rotaract Club.
Spending time with him was beyond what money could
buy. His passion for making life better for others is still
infectious today.  If you do not know him, let me know
and I will make sure you know him.

We MUST take a stand and take pride in the commu-
nity but also give up ourselves. When we see a young
person heading down the wrong path, we must speak life
into them. When we see a young mother desperately
needing help, we must be ready to share resources. When
we read about people carrying guns to school, to funerals
and wanting to be “grown”, we must pull them aside and
share with them that life is not about how quick you can
get something, but instead it is about pouring positive
energy into others. Serve as a mentor, offer to help with a
career day at a local school or find a need and meet it.
We must take a stand and do something about it. Will
you please join me?

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker.  Pineforest Jewelry has
been a proud member of the Independent Jewelers
Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers Organiza-
tion (RJO) for many years.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Diamond Jim: “What
are Ethical
Diamonds?”

Diamond Jim: “What is
Fancy Color
Diamond?”

Fancy Color Diamond

Dazzling brilliance. Captivating color. The
planet’s most valued gems are fancy color diamond.

Diamonds in the normal color range are colorless
through light yellow and are described using the
industry’s D-to-Z color-grading scale. Fancy color
diamonds, on the other hand, are yellow and brown
diamonds that exhibit color beyond the Z range, or
diamonds that exhibit any other color face-up. These
rare specimens come in every color of the spectrum,
including, most importantly, blue, green, pink, and
red.

Gem diamonds in the D-to-Z range usually
decrease in value as the color becomes more obvious.
Just the opposite happens with fancy color dia-
monds: Their value generally increases with the
strength and purity of the color. Large, vivid fancy
color diamonds are extremely rare and very valu-
able. However, many fancy diamond colors are
muted rather than pure and strong.

Fine or fancy color diamonds are the most rare
and costly of all gemstones. Their ranks include the

world’s most famous jewel – the Hope Diamond –
and the most expensive gem ever auctioned – the
Pink Star Diamond.

In this series of articles, we will explore the world
of fancy color diamonds. You’ll learn about the most
common and the rarest colors of natural mined
diamonds, as well as many other colored diamond
facts.

If you are looking for any color diamond, look no
further than Pineforest Jewelry. Contact us if you
would like assistance deciding on the right diamond
to buy.

Credit to GIA for much of the content in this
article

AED donated to
Crosby Rodeo,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tario Canada donated
the custom cabinet to
house the AED, which is
equipped with an alarm
t h a t  a c t i v a t e s  w h e n
opened.  The cabinet fea-
tures an image of Cody
Stephens and his last
Crosby show steer before
he passed away of sudden
cardiac arrest his senior
year of high school in 2012.
A QR code is featured
which links to the founda-
tions website where the
public can learn more
about our efforts to protect
and save young hearts
from sudden cardiac ar-
rest.  The AED is located
in the restroom hallway
near the fair office, which
is accessible when the fair-
grounds are in use.

The donation of this
A E D  c o n t i n u e s  t h e
GBOGH foundations prac-
tice of placing AEDs in
public areas of the Crosby
Community.  Along with
partners Chris and Karen
Claunch and the Crosby
Education Foundation, the
GBOGH Foundation has
p l a c e d  A E D ’ s  a n d
SaveStaion towers at both
the Crosby ISD football
and baseball complexes.

Additionally, an AED is lo-
cated at FBC Crosby and
assistance was given in
placing an AED at Crosby
Methodist Church which
houses an extensive week-
day preschool program.

Additionally, work is
underway to place AEDs at
the county parks housing
our communities little
leagues.  Harris Couty Pre-
cinct 3 is in the process of
approving their locations
and placements.  Long
time resident Cliff Reeves
donated two AEDs to the
foundation in honor of his
wife, Becky, who passed
away from heart complica-
tions.

The GBOGH Founda-
tion is excited to continue
making Crosby a heart
safe community.  Please
reach out to the foundation
at  www.codystephens
foundation.org or 713-451-
3600 for questions, dona-
tions or possible future
public locations in need of
a lifesaving AED.
--Scott P Stephens, MAI,
AI-GRS
President, Founder and
Cody’s Dad
Cody Stephens Foundation
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

A Weekend on the
National Mall

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5906 Star
Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to
about 200. Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

On Good Friday, I traveled to Washington,
D.C., to attend the interment of a friend’s moth-
er at Arlington National Cemetery. Cheryl and I
took the rest of the weekend to hang around the
National Mall. Let me tell you what we saw.

We saw thousands of our fellow Americans in
every flavor you can imagine. From Americans
with almost no melanin in their skin to those
rich with it. Americans who had come here from
every corner of the globe, many in their tradi-
tional garb. We saw dozens of interracial cou-
ples, many with their beautiful children whose
faces reflected their combined heritage. We saw
Americans being unfailingly kind to each other.
Laughing, smiling, sharing where they were
from, what they had seen, what they planned to
see. We saw them volunteering to take families’
pictures for each other so entire families could be
included in the shot.

We saw people stopping military personnel
and thanking them for their service. We saw
Americans standing at the Vietnam War memo-
rial with tears streaming down their faces. We
saw tourists at Arlington stopping and removing
their hats or saluting as our funerary procession
passed. We saw people poring over the words of
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, many I suspect
for the first time reading the greatest speech
ever written in the English language.

What we did not see was the toxic polarization
that the media constantly tells us is tearing our
country apart. We saw almost no hats or t-shirts
with political slogans. There were no protests.
There was no one arguing or yelling at each
other. All we saw were thousands of our fellow
Americans basking in the pride of their remark-
able country and its history.

Our visit to the National Mall once again
reminded me of the fundamental goodness and
decency of the American people. We allow
ourselves to be seduced in doubting this truism
by a media fixated on showing us the relatively
rare examples of Americans who are not good
and decent. I wish all of us could remember that,
as Hans Rosling said in his book “Factfullness,”
what we read and see in the media is “filtered
through the mass media [executives], which love
nonrepresentative, extraordinary events and
shuns normality.”

It also once again underscored to me how
unworthy our current government is of the
extraordinary people it is supposed to represent.
Unfortunately, we have allowed it to become the
captive of two corrupt, power-mad political
parties, which are attempting to wreck our
constitutional order and allow extremist minori-
ties to rule. A danger about which almost every
Founder warned us.

Dramatic reenactments of the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor have attributed a quote
to Japanese Admiral Yamamoto on the victory:
“I fear we have awakened a sleeping giant and
filled him with a terrible resolve.”*  The Ameri-
can people are long-suffering, and most are
disinclined to actively participate in politics. But
at some point, the two incumbent parties are
going to exhaust the American people’s patience
and find that they have awakened a giant filled
with a terrible resolve.

OPINION
By BILL KING

✯

“3,002 Suns”
Our landlord, Jorge, loves his

suns. I am sure he loves his son,
Jorge Jr., as well, but I am talk-
ing about the other kind of sun.

This is why there are nearly
3,000 smiling sun faces decorat-
ing the hotel where we stay
when we are in Mexico. Two
more were added yesterday.

Much of the time my hus-
band, Peter, and I are in our lit-
tle apartment in Jorge’s hotel,
there is a team of artists work-
ing. Fabricio is the father, and
usually at least two and some-
times three of his sons work
with him. They paint anything
that stays still long enough for
them to apply paint.

Jorge sets them to work
painting ceramic suns to join the
nearly 3,000 already hanging in
the courtyard. They paint the
outside of the hotel for the Day
of the Dead and other celebra-
tions—painting over their art-
w o r k  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e
celebration. They paint saints
on palm frond mats that are
hung during Holy Week. They
paint images of famous wres-
tlers so tourists can have their
photos taken with them. They
paint murals in the guest rooms.
Occasionally, they even touch
up the banisters in the hotel,
and do not seem to mind.

Yesterday, Peter and I had
lunch in the hotel. Jorge has
opened up a sandwich shop in
the hotel but, like so much that
happens in Mexico, the long-
term plan remains unclear to
us.

Yesterday, for instance, we
had salmon.

“Jorge is serving salmon in
his sandwich shop?” I asked Pe-
ter.

“Yup.”
“It’s not really a sandwich

shop anymore, is it?”
He also had a steak and a

shrimp special. Peter and I had
the salmon. It was fantastic.

Then I saw Fabricio on a lad-
der.

“What is he doing outside our
door?” I asked aloud.

We ate. Fabricio painted. Af-
ter we were through, I went up-
stairs. Fabricio had found room
for two more suns over our door,
and had roughed in the first col-
ors.

“Oh! I love that color!” I told
him.

There were two suns, side by
side, and one of them was paint-
ed the blue-green color that I
love. I showed him the approxi-
mately 11 to 13 bracelets I had
on my wrist at the moment, all
in shades of blue and green.
Fabricio smiled. He kept paint-
ing.

Later in the afternoon, Fab-
ricio had taken down his ladder.
I stepped outside to see the fin-
ished project.

There were two suns: a smil-
ing blue-green female sun with
her eyes closed, and a yellow
male sun with bright blue
eyes—just like Peter’s. I real-
ized that none of this was by ac-
cident. Fabricio had painted the
two of us, as suns, right outside
our door.

“Thank you for the beautiful
suns!” I told Fabricio as he was
on his way out, arms full of
paints and paintbrushes, paint
splatters all over his T-shirt and
face. “They are beautiful!”

That night, Jorge was sitting
at the front desk. I told him how
good the salmon was. He smiled.
Then I told him that Fabricio
had painted two suns—and they
looked just like Peter and me!

Jorge smiled and nodded. He
knew. Of course he did.

Nothing happens in this ho-
tel that Jorge does not know
about. Peter and I wander
around imagining all the gentle
acts of kindness that surround
us somehow happen by chance.

“Gracias,” I said.
I don’t know if he thought I

was thanking him for the salm-
on or the suns or the accommo-
dations that always feel like
home, or for simply creating this
unique and wondrous place.

And it doesn’t matter.
Till next time,
Carrie
Check out CarrieClassonAu-

thor  on Facebook or  v is i t
CarrieClasson.com.

Dueling Tax Proposals in The Lege
The Texas House passed

a bill promising $17 billion
in tax relief, a measure that
is at odds with the Senate’s
tax break plan, according to
t h e A u s t i n  A m e r i c a n -
Statesman. The House bill
would lower by half a home’s
cap on appraisal increases.
It passed overwhelmingly,
141-9. However, Lt. Gov.
Dan Patrick, who presides
over the Senate, said that
body will not approve it, pre-
ferring its plan to raise prop-
e r t y  e x e m p t i o n s  f r o m
$40,000 to $70,000.

In a press conference held
Thursday, Patrick reiterat-
ed his opposition, saying ap-
praisal caps do not have
much effect on property tax
bills.

“So let me be very clear,
I’ve said before this session,
I’ve said it at the beginning
of session, I’ve said recent-
ly, you don’t negotiate on
bad math,” Patrick said.

House Speaker Dade
Phelan took a less confron-
tational stand.

“I think we need to do
what’s best for all Texans,
and that is sit down and
hammer out a compromise,”
Phelan said in part. “We are
ready, willing and able to do
it in the Texas House.”

PARENTAL BOOK BILL
PASSES THE SENATE

The Texas Senate passed
a bill last week that would
require schools to inform
parents of all books their
children check out of school
libraries, The Dallas Morn-
ing News reported. The bill’s
sponsor, state Sen. Angela
Paxton, R-McKinney, said
she sponsored the bill after
being contacted about sexu-
ally explicit materials in
school libraries.

“I cannot unsee what I
saw,” Paxton said on the
Senate floor. “More impor-
tantly, a child cannot unsee
sexually explicit materials,
and this certainly shouldn’t
happen in a school library,
of all places.”

Critics say the bill could
lead to politicized book bans
and undermine the work of
librarians. It requires school
boards to create local library
advisory panels made up
mainly of parents.

The bill now heads to the
Texas House for consider-
ation.

DROUGHT CONDITIONS
EXPAND IN CENTRAL, WEST
TEXAS

Warmer temperatures
and less rain in March ex-
panded drought conditions
throughout the central and
w e s t e r n  p a r t s  o f  t h e
state, hydrologist Dr. Mark
Wentzel of the Texas Water
Development Board report-
ed. More than two-thirds of
the state is affected by
drought, up five percentage
points from the previous
month. The exception is in
the eastern portion of Tex-
as, which is now drought
free.

The La Niña weather sys-
tem, which is at least par-
t i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
drought conditions in the
state for the past two-and-
a-half years, is predicted to
g i v e  w a y  b y  f a l l  t o
El Niño conditions, which
tend to be wetter, according
to Wentzel.

“Why are La Niña, neu-
tral, and El Niño conditions
important to Texas? Each of
these conditions sets up dif-
ferent atmospheric circula-
tion patterns that impact
weather around the world,
including Texas,” Wentzel
wrote.

HUNDREDS APPLY FOR
HOUSTON ISD BOARD OF
MANAGERS

With the Texas Educa-
tion Agency taking over
management of the Houston
Independent School District,
nearly 400 applications have
been received to join the dis-
trict’s Board of Managers. In

a news release, TEA said it
is looking for Houston resi-
dents with “a wide array of
backgrounds, experiences,
and perspectives who be-
lieve all children can learn
and achieve at high levels
when properly supported
and who can work together
as a governance team.”

“I am looking for Housto-
nians with wisdom and in-
t e g r i t y  w h o  c a n  b e
laser-focused on what is best
for students,” Texas Educa-
tion Commissioner Mike
Morath said. “It is exciting
to see so many Houstonians
express a willingness to help
move the school system for-
ward in service of students.”

The Board of Managers
will hold public board meet-
ings and has the same legal
requirements and obliga-
tions as any elected school
board, according to TEA.

MORE FUNDING FOR
COMMUNITY COLLEGES?

A bill approved last week
by the Texas House would
allocate additional funding
to the state’s 50 community
c o l l e g e  d i s t r i c t s ,
the Statesman reported.
The additional amount each
district would receive would
be based on several factors,
including the number of de-
grees and certificates a col-
lege awards “that equip
students for  continued
learning and greater earn-
ings,” the Statesman report-
ed.

The bill is one of House
Speaker Dade Phelan’s pri-
orities and has more than 90
co-authors.

“This would be the most
significant state investment
for community colleges in
decades,” said Ryan Frank-
lin, senior director of policy
and advocacy for Educate
Texas.

Community colleges in
Texas are funded by a com-
bination of local property
taxes, tuition and fees, state
revenue, and various other
sources. The bill guarantees
a certain amount of funding
for rural community college
districts that are unable to
raise as much in property
taxes as urban districts.

MORE THAN 18,000 CATTLE
KILLED IN EXPLOSION

What is being called the
deadliest barn fire for cattle
on record left more than
18,000 cattle dead and one
worker critically injured at
a dairy farm in the Texas
Panhandle ,  The Dallas
Morning News reported.
The fire swept through the
holding pens of Southfork
Dairy Farm in Dimmitt last
week as the cattle were wait-
ing to be milked.

“It ’s  mind-boggling,”
Dimmitt Mayor Roger Mal-
one said. “I don’t think it’s
e v e r  h a p p e n e d  b e f o r e
around here. It’s a real trag-
edy. The cause has not been
determined, but Castro
County Sheriff Sal Rivera
told KCBD-TV that over-
heating electrical equipment
in the holding pens may
have ignited methane gas.
Photos and video posted on
social media show a massive
plume of smoke rising from
the facility.
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Celebrating World
Down Syndrome Day

James B. Havard
25th Anniversary

Dear Friend,We are
halfway through the Leg-
islative Session! The Cap-
itol  is  bustl ing with
activity as legislators
h o l d  c o m m i t t e e
hearings, present bills
b e f o r e
committees, and vote on
legislation on the House
Floor.

Under the Texas Con-
stitution, the Legislature

is only required to pass
one bill - the State Bud-
get. Next week the House
of Representatives will
deliberate and vote on the
budget to fund critical
services for the state. As
always, I will continue to
advocate for programs
that are reflective of the
needs and interests of all
Texans.

Below you will find in-
formation on #TeamHer-
nandez’s activities in the
Capitol and District. If
y o u  h a v e  a n y
questions or if you would
like assistance with an
issue, please do not hesi-
tate to call  us at ei-
ther (713) 675-8596 or
(512) 463-0614.

Kind regards,
Ana Hernandez

Capitol Updates
This week six of my

bills were presented be-
fore their respective com-
mittees.

HB 1242 would extend
unemployment compen-
sation eligibility for a
parent who leaves the
workplace to care for
their minor child due to
an unexpected illness, ac-
cident, or other unfore-
seeable event where no
reasonable alternative
care was available.

HB 1380 would incor-
porate awareness train-
ing on domestic violence,
human trafficking, and
sexual assault in the con-
tinuing education re-
quirements for barbers
and cosmetologists.

HB 1381 would im-
prove government effi-

ciency and save taxpayer
funds by providing cities
the option to host just one
public hearing for appli-
cations before their zon-
ing commission.

HB 2016 would im-
prove safety by including
sexual assault and aggra-
vated sexual assault as a

reason for ineligibility for
licensure in the massage
industry.

HB 2224 would make
streets safer by extending
the option for municipal-
ities to declare a lower
speed limit in residential
streets without requiring
them to perform an engi-
neering or traffic investi-
gation, as is already
allowed for counties.

HB 3020 would assist
efforts to eradicate hu-
man trafficking by pre-
v e n t i n g  m a s s a g e
establishments from de-
nying law enforcement,
the Texas Department of
Licensing and Regula-
tion, or their authorized
representative access to
their premises when con-
ducting an inspection.

March 21st  marks
World Down Syndrome
Day. People with Down
Syndrome play a vital
role in our lives and com-
munities, and we commit
to raising awareness and
advocating for their full
participation and inclu-
sion in our society

Congratulations to
James B. Havard Ele-
mentary School on cele-
b r a t i n g  t h e i r  2 5 t h
anniversary! #TeamHer-
nandez was honored to
join the celebration and
present a certificate of
recognition

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE



Page 6 THURSDAY, APRIL 20, 2023Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May

Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim
independence and

mobility with the
compact design
and long-lasting
battery of Inogen

One. Free
information kit!

Call 855-333-1888

OXYGEN

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!

LeafFilter, the
most advanced
debris-blocking

gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate

today. 15% off
Entire Purchase.

10% Senior &
Military Discounts.

Call 1-346-299-
9169

LEAF FILTER

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
MARKETING/SALES

PERSON

Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful but
not necessary. Possible to work from
home. Suitable for Part Time, or Full
Time. Commission plus. Send letter of
interest to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or
call 713-252-8000.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MANAGING
EDITOR

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.
Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest
to grafikstar@aol.com or call 713-
252-8000.

POSITION
AVAILABLE

POSITION
AVAILABLE

MARKETING SPECIALIST

We are hiring!
MARKETING SPECIALIST POSITION OPEN
Responsible for managing, coordinating, and

administering marketing and branding efforts on
behalf of the East Aldine Management District,

served by Hawes Hill & Associates LLP, in
accordance with the district’s approved Service

and Improvement Plan. The Marketing
Specialist reports to and works under the

general supervision of the district’s
Executive Director.

Salary range: $65,000 - $80,000 annually,
depending on qualifications and experience.
Benefits include health, basic dental, life and
disability insurance, SIMPLE IRA retirement

plan, vacation.

Visit our website to learn more and to apply:
aldinedistrict.org

EAST ALDINE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
c/o HawesHill & Associates LLP

7-2T

POSITION
AVAILABLE

TRACTOR WORK TRACTOR WORKTRACTOR WORK

Tractor, Dozer and Backhoe Services
Call or text for Free Quote.

JOE FLANAGAN
832-530-0054

10-4T

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

ing work.
After each school team

showcased their learning
they peer voted to deter-
mine which campuses de-
served awards. MacArthur
elementary gained first
place, Jacinto City Ele-
mentary came in second
and Galena Park Elemen-
tary earned third place.”

In addition to the show-
case, students had the op-
portunity to participate in
a stem expo and members
of the community, parents
and STEM parents were
also invited to participate.

Precinct2Together gave
a donation, the public li-
brary came to visit, GPHS
and NSSH both brought
robotics teams and well as
Girls Who Code. Discovery
Education came with a sci-
ence experiment, local res-
taurants gave coupons,
and many volunteers gave
time. This was truly a com-
munity event to support
our students in STEM.

Some but not all of the
district’s staff overseeing
t h e  e v e n t  w i t h  M r s .
Moreno were, Ms. Burgos,
Mrs. Boutte and Mrs. Be-
nitez.

STEM & ROBOTICS SHOWCASE DAY
GPISD Elementary Schools

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

2ND PLACE WINNERS, JACINTO CITY ELEMENTARY: L-R: Rolando Olveda, Lucas
Martinez, Lucas Colon, Mrs. Andrade, Santiago Rocha, Mia Hurtado. Bottom of
photo, L-R: Horacio Pena and Abigail Tamez. (Not pictured, Felipe Sanchez)
(Photo by Allan Jamail)

3RD PLACE WINNERS, GALENA PARK ELEMENTARY: L-R: Kimberly Macias, Rehal Kelley,
Isai Mendez, Faith Browning, Suzette Vazquez, Ms. Kaneice Washington, Armando
Reyes, Jacob Velez, Yared Arriaga, Isabella Flores, Daniela Cruz
(Photo by Allan Jamail)

(AUSTIN) — With the se-
vere weather season upon us,
Texas Comptroller Glenn He-
gar reminds Texans they can
purchase certain items tax-
free during the state’s sales
tax holiday for emergency
preparation supplies, which
begins at 12:01 a.m. on Satur-
day, April 22, and ends at mid-
night on Monday, April 24.

“While we can’t know in
advance when the next flood,
tornado or hurricane may
strike, we can make sure our
families, homes and business-
es have the supplies they need
to face these and other emer-
gencies,” Hegar said. “This tax
holiday can help Texans save
money while stocking up for
emergency situations. Don’t
wait for disaster to strike.
Take the time now to get pre-
pared.”

The Comptroller’s office es-
timates shoppers will save
nearly $2 million in state and
local sales taxes during the tax
holiday, which was approved
by the Texas Legislature in
2015.

There’s no limit on the
number of qualifying items
you can purchase. These in-
clude:

• household batteries, fuel
containers and flashlights
priced less than $75;

• hurricane shutters and
emergency ladders priced less
than $300; and

• portable  generators
priced less than $3,000.

For purchases made online,
note that delivery, shipping,
handling and transportation
charges are part of the sales
price. Consider these charges
when determining whether an
emergency preparation supply
can be purchased tax-free dur-
ing the holiday.

For example, if you pur-
chase a rescue ladder online
for $299 with a $10 delivery
charge, the total sales price is
$309. Because the total sales
price of the ladder is more
than $300, tax is due on the
$309 sales price.

P u r c h a s e s  t h a t
do not qualify include:

• batteries for automobiles,
boats and other motorized ve-
hicles;

• camping stoves, camping
supplies;

• chainsaws;
• plywood;
• extension ladders and

stepladders; and
• tents.
A list of emergency prepa-

ration supplies that may be
purchased tax-free can be
found on the Comptroller’s
website.

Sales Tax Holiday
April 22-24, for
Emergency Supplies
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

36th Annual Art Car Parade
Allen Parkway, Saturday, April 15, 2023
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