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Pilot Club Puzzle
Competition May 7

Teams of 4 compete to
complete a puzzle and win
prizes.

Fundraiser for San
Jacinto Pilot Club’s Autism
support and community
projects.

Sunday, May 7 at
Hampton Inn, 14120
Karissa Court (Beltway 8
frontage). Starts 2:30pm,
Finish and awards at
5:00pm. Tickets $25, from
any club member or call
281-221-1616.

Rotary Cake Auction

GPHS Yellow Jacket Mascot Cake, Mr. Jack baked by DK’s
Bakez – phone, 469- 583-0056 (Dawn King, middle school
girls physical Ed. Coach & Teacher)   (Photo Allan Jamail)

North Channel
RELAY FOR LIFE
May 5, 6pm

North Channel Relay
for Life, a fundraiser that
honors cancer survivors,
will be held Friday
evening, May 5 from
6pm to Midnight at the
North Shore Ninth
Grade Center Track.
Everyone is Welcome.
Participants will walk on
the track, and light
luminares.

Jacinto City
changes Trash
Pick-up Days

Starting Monday, May 3
waste collection days will
change to MONDAY and
THURSDAY. The last
Saturday that waste will be
collected is April 29. Heavy
waste collection will occur
on Thursdays.

Contact WM at 800-
800-5804 with questions.

Continued. See GLO
Housing, Page 7

Commissioner Dawn
Buckingham meeting with faith
leaders and community
members in Houston.

Commissioner Dawn
Buckingham Addresses
Houston Pastors Meeting,
Brings Homeowners to Set
the Record Straight

HOUSTON – Houston
pastors and faith leaders
congregated to hear Texas
General Land Office (GLO)
C o m m i s s i o n e r  D a w n
Buckingham, M.D., speak
about the success of the
GLO’s Homeowner Assis-
tance Program (HAP).
Commissioner Bucking-
ham was invited by Rever-
end Perry Wooten, who
organized the meeting to
discuss housing recovery
efforts by the GLO and to
clarify misinformation.

During her address,
Commissioner Bucking-
ham spoke about the im-
portance of ad

GLO
Commissioner
Buckingham
meets with
Pastors

Community hears Waste Pits update

Rachel Jordan of THEA presents an update on status
of remediation at the two Waste Pits Superfund sites
in the San Jacinto River. The meeting was held April
11 at the Community Center in Highlands.

EAST HARRIS COUN-
TY – Community members
interested in the status of
remediation work on the
San Jacinto River Waste
Pits Superfund Site heard
an update last Tuesday
night, April 11 from Rach-
el Jordan of THEA (Texas
Health and Environment
Alliance). The meeting was
held at the Highlands
Community Center, and
attended by a small group
of residents from both
sides of the river.

Rachel reviewed activi-
ty since the last THEA
meeting in October, and

the EPA meeting in De-
cember, which had to be
held outside the communi-
ty center due to an unusu-
al odor in the building.

A particular problem
has arisen in the north-
west corner of the North-
ern pit, where toxins were
discovered deeper than
originally tested. The EPA
wants this material re-
moved, and the RP (Re-
sponsible Party) has said it
wants a cap instead of ex-
cavation. Due to the depth
of the waste, they are con-
cerned about stability of
cofferdams in that area.

However, the two parties
are at an impasse, and
EPA has called for an in-
dependent reviewer to
make a recommendation.

At the Southern site,
work is progressing slow-
ly, step by step. Fencing
has been installed, equip-
ment for a water treat-
ment system has been
delivered, site roads have
been built, a guard shack
and security are in place,
signage has been installed,
and debris removed.

Continued. See Waste
Pits, Page 5

Rotary Fish Fry ticket sales brisk; time to get one
NORTH CHANNEL –

The North Shore Rotary
Club is finalizing their
plans for this year’s 48th
Annual Catfish Fry &
Crawfish Boil, complete
with a much anticipated
Live and Silent Auctions.

Every year hundreds
turn out for a delicious
meal of fish or crawfish,
and to participate in the
auctions, which always
feature unusual and hard
to get items.

In addition, someone
will be the winner of the
Raffle, and get a new 2023
Toyota Tacoma pickup, or
a Toyota Camry sedan.
Considering the scarcity of
vehicles from the manufac-

turers this year, this might
be your best bet on a new
model. Raffle tickets are
$100 (which includes two
meals), meal tickets are
$15. Tickets are available
from all Rotarians. Pro-
ceeds from the Fish Fry are
returned to the community
with scholarships and
other projects.

The Fish Fry chairman
this year is Rotarian Lee
Brown, principal of Clover-
leaf Elementary. He is ably
helped by the whole North
Shore Rotary club, led by
president Ken Wimbley.

In addition to the ve-
hicles in the raffle, other
prizes will include a whole
hog, a custom grill and

firepit from the Sheldon
FFA, RodeoHouston enter-
tainment tickets, Sports
tickets, fireworks package,
Apple iPad mini, Yeti
cooler, and restaurant gift
packages.

The Fish Fry is held in
the Rotary Pavilion behind
t h e  C o u r t h o u s e  o n
Walllisville, and will be on
Saturday, May 20th from
11am until 3pm. But come
early, enjoy the great food
and the great party atmo-
sphere.

The Theme for the Fish
Fry this year is “Home-
town Throw Down” and
celebrates with the “Big-
gest Party on the East
Side.”

SATURDAY, MAY 20 Rotary Pavilion
Tickets 713-450-3600

By Allan Jamail

Jacinto City, TX.—Sun-
day, April 27, 2023 at
about 9:30 PM the Jacinto
City (JC) police dispatch-
er received a citizen’s call
complaining of an un-
known man banging on his
front door in the 11200
block of Lane Street. The
complainant said upon
confronting the man the
person began throwing

Police Chief Joe Ayala gave officers Commendation Awards for their outstanding performance in the apprehension of a dangerous
suspect. L~ R: Lt. M. Longrigg, Ptlm. F. Benavides, Ptlm. R. Barker ll, Chief Joe M. Ayala & Ptlm. L. Marin (Photo by Allan Jamail)

JC Police Lt. Longrigg assaulted, fights for life; suspect in custody

CONTINUED. See JC Police,
Page 5

ABOVE: The 2023 Galena Park High
School Culinary Class
Back row, L – R: Students Aubrey J,
Jacob J, Josh M, Larry B, Christian L,
& Teacher Chef Charles
Front row, L – R: Teacher Mrs.
Martinez, students Julissa D, Mia D,
Josh J, Chris I, Jennifer S, Hilda S,
Ayleen M) (Photo by Allan Jamail)

RIGHT: Highest bidder cake for $600.
L-R: Cake baker Maria Cortez-Ochoa,
Rotary International Official, auction
winner Wayne Oquin & GPISD Trustee
Norma Hernandez.
(Photo by Allan Jamail)

By Allan Jamail

Jacinto City, TX. April
20, 2023, at the Jacinto
City Town Center the GP/
JC Rotary Club had their
baked potato sale and an-
nual cake auction to raise
funds for GPISD student
scholarships and Rotary
International projects;
APIN Clinic helping chil-
dren with spina bifida and
Asociación Pro-Infancia
Neurogénica. Past Presi-
dent and current Assistant
Governor Bryan Clements
gave the invocation.

After the approximate
200 hundred attendees be-
gan eating their stuffed
baked potatoes the cake
auction began. Cakes were
donated by students of the
Galena Park High School
Culinary Class, Rotary
members, school adminis-
tration staff, teachers and
the public.

Rotary President Julien

GP/JC ROTARY HOLDS RECORD BREAKING CAKE AUCTION

Guillory said “This
was the highest total
proceeds raised for
GPISD senior scholar-
ships and Rotary In-
ternational projects
since the start of the
event.” He said they
estimated the amount
raised is $19,000.

L e v e l  S p o n s o r s

CONTINUED. SEE CAKE
AUCTION, PAGE 5
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SHELDON ISD NEWS
King High School Celebrates
Top 10% at Annual Dinner

On Thursday, April 27, King High School celebrated the Class of 2023 students
graduating in the Top 10% with dinner and an awards presentation at the Humble
Civic Center. This year, there are 78 students in the Top 10% of the graduating class.
King High School’s graduation is taking place Friday, May 26 at 7 p.m. at Panther
Stadium.

Sheldon ISD Hosts Second
Annual Abilities Day

On Friday, April 28, 205
special education students
participated in the Shel-
don ISD’s second annual
Abilities Day. Students
participated in adaptive
activities where they can
be successful with support.
Students rotated from sev-
en stations and were pro-
vided with a participation
medal donated by STEM
Ambassadors. Students
volunteered at the event
from the STEM Ambassa-
dor program, culinary and
National Honor Society.

Saturday, April 22 was
the annual Sheldon ISD
C-STEM Challenge Day.
Approximately, a172 stu-
dents from grades 3-12
representing nine Shel-
don ISD schools were
competing against each
other in the areas of In-
novation, Mural, Sculp-
t u r e  a n d  R o b o t i c s .
C-STEM teaches Com-
munications + STEM (C-
STEM) skills to students.

It was a great day full
of winners representing
our district after-school
STEM program.  This
event would not be possi-
ble without the support of
the C-STEM coaches, vol-
unteers and parents for
all of their support.

Sheldon ISD Students Across
10 Grade Levels Compete in
C-STEM Challenge Day

Summer theater Opportunity for
kindergarten Through Fifth Graders

King Theatre Company
is presenting its first Sum-
mer Theater Workshop
Monday, June 5 through
Thursday, June 15 from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. There will be
a final performance at the
conclusion of the work-
shop. This program will
provide students with an

opportunity to create cos-
tumes, work on sets and
theater performances to
include singing and danc-
ing. Students will be divid-
ed into classes based on
age and grade level. The
program is geared for stu-
dents who have completed

kindergarten through fifth
grade. Details can be found
on the district’s website at
www.sheldonisd.com. Pro-
ceeds for the camp will
benefit the C.E. King High
School Theatre Company.
Registration is limited for
Sheldon ISD students.

Carroll Elementary Librarian
Named Amazon Future
Engineer Teacher Ambassador

Carroll Elementary li-
brarian Amanda Chacon is
one of 50 educators across
the country accepted to the
inaugural 2023-25 cohort
of Amazon Future Engi-
neer Teacher Ambassa-
dors. The program is a
comprehensive profession-
al development program

that offers teachers the op-
portunity to expand their
knowledge and skills in
computer science educa-
tion. It is designed to train
educators in computer sci-
ence pedagogy, equipping
them with the tools to
teach computer science to
students from underserved

and underrepresented
communities.

Through this program,
teachers will gain the
skills and knowledge they
need to inspire the next
generation of tech leaders,
creating a brighter future
for all.

GALENA PARK ISD NEWS

Houston, Texas: Hous-
ton, TX: On April 11, 2023,
the Galena Park ISD
(GPISD) Board of Trustees
recognized Galena Park
High School ’s (GPHS)
Army Junior Reserve Of-
f i c e r  Tra in ing  Corps
(AJROTC)  and North
Shore Senior High School’s
(NSSHS) Air Force Junior
Reserve Officer Training
Corps (AFJROTC).

G P H S ’ s  A J R O T C
earned an “A” after a
JROTC Program for Ac-
creditation (JPA) School
V i s i t ,  a n d  N S S H S ’ s
AFJROTC earned an over-

Pictured: Dr. John Moore, Superintendent of Schools; Norma Hernandez, GPISD
Board Trustee; Lt. Col Calvin Dixon; MSgt. Darick Smith; Jillian Howard, NSSHS
Deputy Principal; and Darrow Adams, Coordinator for Military Science.

Galena Park ISD Board of
Trustees Recognizes Two
JROTC Programs

all “Exceeds Standards”
rating after a formal Unit
E v a l u a t i o n .  G P H S ’ s
AJROTC earned perfect
scores for their Cadet Port-
folio and Interview, Unit
Report, and Instructor
Portfolio and Interview
which resulted in 92.75
points out of a possible
100. GPHS’s AJROTC was
also recognized for sustain-
ing improvement through-
out the academic year.
NSSHS’s AFJROTC “Ex-
ceeds Standards” rating is
the highest attainable!
During their evaluation,
NSSHS’s AFJROTC was
also commended for a

strong relationship be-
tween NSSHS’s principal,
staff, and instructors; the
outstanding mentorship/
leadership example dem-
onstrated by the instruc-
t o r s ;  a n d  t h e  s t r o n g
teamwork effort demon-
strated by the cadet lead-
ership team.

A certificate was pre-
sented to each ROTC pro-
gram on behalf of the
Board of Trustees and Dr.
John Moore, Superinten-
dent of Schools. Story
Credits: Dr. Tommie L.
Smith Photo Credit: Chris-
topher Gause

Pictured: Dr. John Moore, Superintendent of Schools; Norma Hernandez, GPISD
Board Trustee; Captain Antonio Hernandez; Dr. Kimberly Martin, GPHS Principal;
and Darrow Adams, Coordinator for Military Science
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publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5906 Star
Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to
about 200. Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

TEXAS GLO
✯

By Dawn Buckingham, M.D.
Commissioner, Texas General Land Office

Second amendment of the plan expands eligi-
bility of participants in the Homeowner Assis-
tance Program and Resilient Home Program

AUSTIN - Today the Texas General Land
Office (GLO) posted Amendment 2 of the Mitiga-
tion State Action Plan for $4.3 billion in Commu-
nity Development Block Grants for Mitigation
(CDBG-MIT) for a federally required 30-day
public comment period. This amendment allows
additional individuals with a remaining need for
housing assistance to be served in Cameron,
Chambers, Harris, Hidalgo, Jefferson, Jim Wells,
Liberty, Montgomery, Orange, San Jacinto, and
Willacy counties.

The amendment includes the following chang-
es:

• Housing Oversubscription Supplemental:
Expanded eligible participants to include wait-
listed eligible Homeowner Assistance Program
(HAP) applicants from the 2018 South Texas
Floods HAP and 2019 Disasters (Lower Rio
Grande Flooding and Tropical Storm Imelda)
HAP.

• Resilient Home Program: Expanded eligible
participants to include waitlisted eligible Home-
owner Assistance Program (HAP) applicants from
the 2018 South Texas Floods HAP and 2019
Disasters (Lower Rio Grande Flooding and
Tropical Storm Imelda) HAP.

The GLO’s Homeowner Assistance Program
has successfully reached the hardest hit, low and
moderate income, vulnerable, and historically
hard-to-reach families and individuals as defined
by the Fair Housing Act and required by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD). Of all approved applicants, nearly 90
percent identify as Black or Hispanic, and 89
percent of homeowners are considered low-to-
moderate income with 63 percent of applicants
making less than 30 percent of the area median
income.

The innovative Resilient Home Program (RHP)
reconstructs owner-occupied single-family homes
damaged by Hurricane Harvey with additional
resiliency and mitigation standards. Eligible
participants will be drawn from the GLO’s
existing waitlisted eligible Homeowner Assis-
tance Program (HAP) applicants. This program
also serves as a showcase for more resilient
residential construction practices and provide the
opportunity to promote these practices through-
out the residential construction industry on a
scale larger than previously attempted. RHP
offers four enhanced construction methods: tilt-
wall, steel-frame, structural composite lumber,
and enhanced wood-frame construction. For more
information, please visit recovery.texas.gov/rhp.

The amendment is available for review
at recovery.texas.gov/public-notices. All com-
ments should be submitted
to cdr@recovery.texas.gov by 5:00 p.m. on May
30, 2023, to be considered. Per federal require-
ments, the GLO must respond to public com-
ments before the amendment can be sent to HUD
for final approval.

Texas GLO posts
amendment to expand
housing programs

“Bunny Food ”
The TSA agent looked

stern—as they usually do.
“I’d like to look inside this

bag, ma’am,” he said.
“No problem!”
I always sound a little too

eager when being questioned
by an authority figure. I’m try-
ing so hard to prove I have
nothing to hide that I sound
like I must have something to
hide.

The agent proceeded to open
my carry-on bag.

“It’s a bowl!” I told him, with
a little too much enthusiasm.

My husband, Peter, was
supposed to have put the bowl
in his checked luggage, but at
the last minute he became con-
cerned it might break. It was a
large ceramic bowl we were
bringing back from Mexico, and
we’ve had ceramic stuff break
in the past.

“Why don’t you put it in your
carry-on?” Peter asked, after I
was already more or less
packed.

“That big bowl in my carry-
on?” I was dubious.

“I think it will be safer. I can
take whatever you had planned
to put in your carry-on.”

So I took the bowl, already
wrapped up in bubble wrap,
and put it in my carry-on, and
now the TSA agent wanted to
take a look at it. Of course, it
wasn’t empty.

We had a lot of little things
to bring back from Mexico af-
ter three months, and Peter
had stuffed who-knows-what
into the bowl before wrapping
it in bubble wrap. So when the
agent asked me what was in
the bowl, I looked bewildered—
which was not the look I was
going for when being inspected
by this serious agent.

“Peter!” I hissed. “What’s in
the bowl?”

“Food!” Peter replied.
“Food?” the agent asked.
Oh, great, I thought. Now

this agent is going to be think-
ing we’re bringing in a ham or
something. We know the rules
of what can and cannot come
into the country. But some
things are a little vague. Meat
is out. Cheese is OK. Some
fruits and vegetables are out.
It’s confusing, and I was wor-
ried that whatever Peter had
put in the bowl might cause is-
sues.

“Yup!” Peter said, apparent-
ly unworried. Well, it was my
luggage after all, I thought.

The TSA agent proceeded to
unwrap the bowl, tearing off
the packing tape and taking a
lot of time with the whole pro-
cedure. We had a connecting
flight, and I was getting ner-
vous, so I smiled even more
broadly. At this point I was as
curious as the agent to discov-
er what was inside the bowl I
had been blithely smuggling
into the country.

Inside the bowl were sever-
al suspicious-looking bags. In-
side the bags were lentils,
chickpeas, chia seeds and
shelled pumpkin seeds. The
TSA agent looked up at Peter.

“Bunny food,” he said. I
couldn’t tell if he was mocking
Peter or simply making an of-
ficial identification.

He wrapped the whole thing
back up in the bubble wrap,
and we went on our way.

“Bunny food!” I said to Pe-
ter, as we finally headed away
from security.

We got home late. It was
cold and rainy and so different
from the sunny Mexico we had
just left behind. In the morn-
ing, we learned we had both
gained almost 10 pounds. Ev-
erything seemed a little drea-
ry.

I unwrapped the brightly
colored bowl. It looked wonder-
ful in our apartment. I put Pe-
ter’s bags of seeds on the
counter for his morning break-
fast.

I was glad we brought these
things back from Mexico. As we
get used to gray skies and cool
temperatures up north, we
need the comfort of a little ex-
tra color. And we certainly need
a little extra bunny food.

Till next time,
Carrie
Check out CarrieClasson-

Author on Facebook or visit
CarrieClasson.com.

House OKs $4.5 Billion for
Teacher pay Raises

The Texas House last
Thursday passed two educa-
tion-related bills, one that al-
locates $4.5 billion for teacher
pay raises and another to in-
crease the annual per-student
base funding from $6,160 to
$6,300 – a 2.3% increase.

The Austin American-
Statesman reported the bill
would create minimum sala-
ries for teachers ranging from
$35,000 to $63,000 depending
on experience and level of ed-
ucation. It would also increase
funding for special education
and fine arts.

Some education advocates
worry the per-student funding
is insufficient to keep up with
inflation, which has grown by
17% in the last four years, the
Statesman reported.

The bill also creates a meth-
od to adjust the per-student
funding for inflation every oth-
er year, starting in 2025.

VOTERS MAY DECIDE FATE OF
BROADBAND EXPANSION

Voters could decide wheth-
er the state should invest $5
billion to expand internet
availability if a bill passed last
week by the Texas House
makes it through the Senate.
House Bill 9, sponsored by
state Rep. Trent Ashby, R-
Lufkin, would create the Tex-
as Broadband Infrastructure
Fund,  the Texas
Tribune reported.

“This bill will have a mea-
surable impact on each one of
your districts,” Ashby said last
week on the House floor. “No
matter whether they be urban,
suburban or rural.”

Nearly 7 million Texans do
not have reliable broadband
service, a fact hammered home
during the pandemic, when
connectivity often was crucial
for schools and people trying
to work from home. However,
state Comptroller Glenn He-
gar said in March that it would
take closer to $10 billion to get
all Texans connected.

The state is also expected to
receive federal dollars for
broadband expansion out of
the infrastructure package
passed by Congress in 2021,
though it is unknown how
much Texas will receive out of
the $42.45 billion allocated for
broadband expansion. The
state will need to match one-

fourth of whatever it receives
from the federal government.

$200 ANNUAL FEE FOR EV
OWNERS GOES TO ABBOTT

A bill requiring electrical
vehicle owners to pay a $200
annual fee to the state has
passed both chambers and
sent to Gov. Greg Abbott,
The Dal las  Morning
News reported. Backers of the
bill say the higher vehicle reg-
istration fees are needed be-
cause EV owners don’t pay fuel
taxes built into the price of fuel
and used to fund the state’s
highway system. The state fuel
tax on both gasoline and die-
sel is 20 cents per gallon.

Opponents of the bill say it
would slow the expansion of
EVs in the state, which pollute
less than vehicles using car-
bon-based fuels. They also note
the fuel tax funds just 29% of
what is spent on Texas high-
ways.

“The primary cause of the
road funding shortfall in Tex-
as has nothing to do with EVs,
but rather with the fact that
Texas has not increased their
gas tax since 1991,” Dylan Jaff,
sustainability policy analyst
with Consumer Reports, said
in a memo.

FENTANYL TEST STRIP BILL
STALLS IN SENATE

A bipartisan effort to de-
criminalize the use of fentanyl
test strips has stalled in a Tex-
as Senate committee after
passing the Texas House with
near unanimous report, The
Morning News reported. The
bill also has the backing of Ab-
bott.

State Sen. John Whitmire,
D-Houston, chairs the criminal
justice committee. He said

some members fear making
the test strips legal would lead
to more people feeling confi-
dent about using dangerous
drugs.

Fentanyl is often mixed
with more expensive drugs
such as heroin, leading to thou-
sands of fatal overdoses, in-
cluding more than 5,000 in
Texas from July 2021 to July
2022.

“It’s just illogical, but
there’s a belief by some mem-
bers that it might safeguard
the use,” Whitmire said.

The testing strips are cur-
rently treated as drug para-
phernalia. The strips are used
to test for the presence of fent-
anyl in other drugs.

BILL CALLS FOR ARMED
OFFICERS AT ALL SCHOOLS

A bill that would require
school districts to place at least
one armed officer on each cam-
pus has passed the Texas
H o u s e ,
the Statesman reported. The
measure comes almost a year
after a gunman killed 19 chil-
dren and two teachers in a
mass shooting in Uvalde last
May.

Any officer or school em-
ployee would have to complete
handgun safety training. The
measure also requires at least
one audit for intruder detec-
tion each year in all districts.
The state would provide at
least $100 per student and
$15,000 per campus to main-
tain and improve school safe-
ty.

State Sen. Roland Gutier-
rez, D-San Antonio, has filed
several gun control measures
in that chamber that have yet
to receive a hearing. Gutierrez
represents Uvalde and says
more needs to be done besides
the House measure.

“Let me be very clear: I’m
for anything that’s going to
make our schools safer,” Guti-
errez said in the Statesman
story. “But the three things
that is going to really make our
schools safer is extreme risk
protective orders, you take
guns out of the hands of the
mentally ill, Florida did it, it
worked; raising the age limit,
take guns, AR-15’s out of (the
hands of) 18-, 19- and 20-year-
olds, Florida did it, it worked;
closing the gun show loophole
and universal background
checks.”

DISASTER DECLARATION
PARTIALLY APPROVED

President Joe Biden has
partially approved the state’s
request for a major disaster
declaration for counties affect-
ed by an ice storm in late Jan-
uary.

The original request includ-
ed 23 counties, but 13 were giv-
en access to funds from the
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency — Bastrop, Blan-
co, Burleson, Burnet, Hays,
Henderson, Kendall, Lee,
Leon, Milam, Robertson,
Travis and Williamson.

The ice storm damaged mil-
lions of trees, particularly in
the Austin area, and caused
widespread power outages
throughout Central Texas. A
total of 350,000 people in Tex-
as were without power at some
point, according to Spectrum
News 1.
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CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY✃

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print Newspapers,
too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker.  Pineforest Jewelry has
been a proud member of the Independent Jewelers
Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers Organi-
zation (RJO) for many years.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds, precious stones, precious metals,
and other questions related to the jewelry industry,
email jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Diamond Jim:
“What are
E t h i c a l
Diamonds?”

Diamond Jim: “Does
Pineforest

Jewelry Replace
Watch

Batteries!”

Resources for
Mental Health

Last week I mentioned that May has been
designated as Mental Health Awareness
Month. Each week, I want to share some

thoughts on living with or loving someone who has
been diagnosed with any form of mental illness. My
first suggestion is to learn as much as you can
about mental health. You do not need to know every
detail of every diagnosis, but I would suggest
making a list of the ones that you have heard about.
Then one by one, get to know the various symp-
toms. As you research, you will come across some
that you may not have thought about. Add those to
your list.

It might also be helpful to list of people you know
who have been diagnosed and with which disorder.
As you do this, think about how they behave. Some
individuals show signs when under stress. Others
seem to shut down or withdrawal from activities.
Sometimes the disorder is obvious and at other
times it is not.

Realize that if something has not been diagnosed,
life is hard on that person. Often when they have
been diagnosed, it takes time to adjust to medica-
tion. Rarely is someone given one medication that
they will take the rest of their life. Many times, the
side effects seem harder than living with an un-
treated illness. It takes time for the body to adjust
to medicine. There will be changes in moods,
appearances, and actions.

Perhaps the hardest adjustment to a diagnosis is
the stigma that comes with the illness. If someone
has been told they have cancer, glaucoma or
diabetes, others seem to want to encourage them.
Yet when someone is diagnosed as living with
bipolar disorder or being diagnosed with schizo-
phrenia, they are often ostracized, many people will
tell them that mental illness is not real. For too
many years, television shows and movies have
talked about the “crazy” people or made fun of
people who talked to themselves. Television shows
which focused on some mental health disorders
such as hoarding have caused much heartache for
those who suffer illnesses when hoarding is a
symptom. Family and friends will tease hoarders,
sometimes to a point that triggers other issues such
as depression. Some victims of sexual abuse felt
guilt and shame and have not reached out for help
for fear of other people’s reactions. Many people
who are hurting from undiagnosed conditions turn
to various substances such as drugs, alcohol, food,
or activities such as overworking or risky sexual
behavior to numb the pain of condition.

Erasing the stigma of mental illness is something
that each of us must work on. It may not be you or a
loved one with a diagnosis today, but you never
know when you will meet someone who lives daily
battling an illness. If you joke about mental illness
today, how will you feel in 20 years when your
parent forgets who they are, or your child marries
someone who lives a life of counseling, medication,
and frustration?

Start today. Educate yourself on mental illness.
Begin to help erase the stigma.

Full-Service Repair Shop
People come into our store every week asking, “Do

you replace watch batteries?”, or “Do y’all remove links
from watch bands?”, and even “Do you repair jewel-
ry?”. Some of these people live right here in our com-
munity and yet they spend gas, effort, and time
driving around looking for a “one-stop” jewelry repair
shop.

Well, look no more! As our existing customers al-
ready know, Pineforest Jewelry is THE PLACE to go
for all of your jewelry repair needs. From replacing
batteries in watches, vehicle entry fobs, and garage
door openers, to precision laser welding of broken
chains, to resizing rings, to replacing missing stones
in your jewelry… we do it all! Our website,
www.PineforestJewelry.com, lists all of our services
and the amazing repair work we do for our custom-
ers. Go to the tab entitled “Services” and “Jewelry
Repair”.

If you are looking to purchase that amazing gift for
yourself or someone else, or you need to sell some old
jewelry, coins, or diamonds to pay the bills, look no
further than Pineforest Jewelry. Contact us or sim-
ply stop by our store and discover how we can be of
service to you.

According to some ob-
servers, excavation has
started and some material
has been sent to the land-
fills. This was not con-
firmed by EPA or THEA
however. The landfills
have been identified, as
Republic in the Beaumont
area, and Seabreeze in
Aungleton. These landfills
can accept Class II non-
hazardous waste.

Rachel said that there
had been a release, or spill,
of toxic material in March,
but it was a small amount
and contained. However, it
caused the operator to re-
evaluate procedures and
take steps to cap open
valves properly.

Daily inspections of the
site are being undertaken
by GHD, the consulting
engineers for the RP, and
EPA is  reviewing the
Emergency Response Plan.
EPA is also conducting
sampling, but has not an-
nounced any results.

Members of the audi-
ence has questions after
this presentation, with
some suggestions also.

A question was asked
why there is no provision
for a third party full-time
inspector, instead of the
RP contractor’s person.

It was asked whether
air monitoring is taking
place as work progresses

Waste Pits
update,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and material is disturbed.
The answer seemed to be
No.

It was asked whether
workers at the Southern
site are wearing protective
gear, and the answer was
No.

Rachel said that her or-
ganization will be sending
people to the area to advise
fishermen about the dan-
gers of toxicity in fish and
crabs they may catch. She
said this would be the fifth
time they have attempted
this information outreach,
but it doesn’t seem very ef-
fective.

Plans for future activi-
ty were discussed. Rachel
said ther will be a Third
Party Review of the North-
ern Waste Pit, the 100%
Remedial Design Plan will
be completed and present-
ed for review by EPA, and
the RP contractor wil con-
tinue removal of toxic
waste material from the
Southern site.

Rachel thanked every-
one that had attended the
THEA fundraiser “Clean
Mud for Bugs” fundraiser
held at Karbach Brewery
last Saturday, March 25.
At that event,  Harris
County Attorney Christian
Menefee was honored as
the “Crawdaddy” of THEA
for his work to protect the
environment of the county.

punches at him. The dis-
patcher broadcast the in-
f o r m a t i o n  t o  L t .  M .
Longrigg and patrol offic-
ers R. Barker II, F. Bena-
vides and L. Marin and
said the disorderly suspect
was last seen going west on
Lane towards Holland
Ave.

The complainant pro-
vided the police with a de-
tailed description of the
suspect that he obtained
from his home’s security
camera.

Longrigg spotted the al-
leged suspect on Holland
Avenue and upon his at-
tempting to investigate the
complaint the suspect who
later was identified to be
Marvin Vasquez a 24 year
old Hispanic male immedi-
ately became physically
aggressive on Longrigg
and a deadly encounter
ensued.

According to Longrigg,
Vasquez without provoca-
tion started throwing
punches at him, several
punches with his closed
fist struck Longrigg caus-
ing severe pain. Vasquez
then jumped into the pa-
trol car and was trying to
put it in gear, but Longrigg
moved in quickly prevent-
ing Vasquez from stealing
the patrol car. While at-
tempting to get Vasquez
out of the car, Vasquez
grabbed onto Longrigg’s
sidearm handle trying to
pull it out of the holster.
Longrigg and Vasquez
were in a vigorous life

threatening struggle over
control of the pistol.

Within moments after
Vasquez attacked Lon-
grigg, backup patrolmen
Barker, Benavides and
Marin arrived. They saw
the struggle over the gun;
they quickly jumped in res-
cuing Longrigg. This could
have ended in several of-
ficers deaths had Longrigg
not prevented Vasquez
from un-holstering his gun
and using it on him and his
fellow officers.

Vasquez was hand-
cuffed and taken to jail and
charged with two felonies.
Later he was booked into
the Harris County Jail for,
2nd degree felony charge of
assault on a peace officer
and the state jail felony of
attempting to take a peace
officer’s weapon. Vasquez
spent his 24th birthday in
jail, coincidently this hap-
pened on his birthday.

On April 27, 2023 at the
Jacinto City council meet-
ing Chief Ayala gave offic-
ers Barker, Benavides and
Marin Commendation
Awards for their outstand-
ing performance in the ap-
prehension of a dangerous
suspect.

Lt. M. Longrigg, a 17
year veteran of the JC po-
lice department made a
short emotional statement
at the council meeting,
“Had it not been for these
officers I might not be here
tonight.”

JC Policeman
Assaulted,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

In North Shore, nearly everyone
reads the NORTH CHANNEL STAR.
Your Hometown Newspaper.
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May

Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim
independence and

mobility with the
compact design
and long-lasting
battery of Inogen

One. Free
information kit!

Call 855-333-1888

OXYGEN

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!

LeafFilter, the
most advanced
debris-blocking

gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate

today. 15% off
Entire Purchase.

10% Senior &
Military Discounts.

Call 1-346-299-
9169

LEAF FILTER

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
MARKETING/SALES

PERSON

Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful but
not necessary. Possible to work from
home. Suitable for Part Time, or Full
Time. Commission plus. Send letter of
interest to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or
call 713-252-8000.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MANAGING
EDITOR

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.
Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest
to grafikstar@aol.com or call 713-
252-8000.

POSITION
AVAILABLE

POSITION
AVAILABLE

MARKETING SPECIALIST

We are hiring!
MARKETING SPECIALIST POSITION OPEN
Responsible for managing, coordinating, and

administering marketing and branding efforts on
behalf of the East Aldine Management District,

served by Hawes Hill & Associates LLP, in
accordance with the district’s approved Service

and Improvement Plan. The Marketing
Specialist reports to and works under the

general supervision of the district’s
Executive Director.

Salary range: $65,000 - $80,000 annually,
depending on qualifications and experience.
Benefits include health, basic dental, life and
disability insurance, SIMPLE IRA retirement

plan, vacation.

Visit our website to learn more and to apply:
aldinedistrict.org

EAST ALDINE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
c/o HawesHill & Associates LLP

7-2T

POSITION
AVAILABLE

TRACTOR WORK TRACTOR WORKTRACTOR WORK

Tractor, Dozer and Backhoe Services
Call or text for Free Quote.

JOE FLANAGAN
832-530-0054

10-4T

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE
When you call these Advertisers, this

Newspaper receives a referral fee, whether you
purchase or not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

Channelview I.S.D. will accept Sealed Request
for Proposals for the following:

RFP# 2223-002 – Two (2) Compact Crossover
SUVs

Bids will be received until 9:00 a.m., Friday, May
05, 2023, at the Channelview ISD’s E-bidding

website. Please visit the electronic bidding
website at https://cvisd.ionwave.net

All necessary information may be obtained by
calling the Business Office at (281) 452-8003, or

the district website www.cvisd.org, under
Departments  Business Office  Purchasing.  The

Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject
any or all bids.
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dressing the housing
needs of Houstonians who
need help rebuilding as
well as the GLO’s success
of having more than 1,000
homes rebuilt in Houston
and Harris County with
another 1,000 homes ap-
proved and under con-
s t r u c t i o n .  S h e  a l s o
emphasized the success of
the GLO’s program, which
has helped homeowners
who were not served by the
City of Houston, which was
initially administering the
funds for home rebuilding.

“When I was running, I
promised, you would see me,
you would know me, and I’d
be here serving your com-
munities,” said Commis-
sioner Buckingham. “What
I care about is meeting un-
met needs and being sure
we are bringing prosperity
to your communities, your
churches, and helping your
folks who need help.”

Several Houston-area
Harvey victims shared their
emotional stories with the
audience, including June
Battist, who expressed her

doing what she’s told me
she’s going to do. That’s who
she is. As long as I’m in-
volved, we’re going to bring
it back to the community.
We’re going to make sure
you’re at the table.”

Commissioner Bucking-
ham also took the opportu-
nity to correct some of the
false narratives that have
been repeated by those op-
posing the GLO’s recovery
efforts. She noted that some

funds are benefiting low- to
moderate-income families,
significantly outperforming
HUD’s requirements. Near-
ly 60% of the households
served by the GLO are con-
sidered extremely low in-
come, which means the
household income would be
less than $27,750 for a fam-
ily of four.

Commissioner Bucking-
ham concluded the meeting
by thanking Reverend

Wooten for organizing the
event and highlighting the
need for organizations to
work together more effec-
tively in the future. With
the upcoming hurricane
season only weeks away,
she emphasized the impor-
tance of being prepared and
working efficiently to pro-
vide aid to those who need
it.

“We know there is anoth-
er storm coming. We know
we haven’t recovered from
the last one. We have got to
get that recovery complete.
Then we have to figure out
how to come together so
next time something hap-
pens - because we know it’s
going to happen - that we
come together more effi-
ciently and more effective-
ly,” said Commissioner
Buckingham.

The meeting was an op-
portunity to set the record
straight and provide home-
owners with the required
assistance. The Commis-
sioner’s remarks highlight
the importance of collabora-
tion and the need to work to-
gether to prepare for future
disasters.  (Contributed)

gratitude to the GLO for in-
tervening when the City of
Houston failed to help. Greg
Luna shared his story of
how the City of Houston
mishandled his case and
how the GLO was able to
provide him with a new
home in just 77 days.

Lloyd Helms, who had
been approved by the City
of Houston for assistance
five years before the GLO’s
intervention, spoke about
the frustration as he wait-
ed in vain for aid. Timothy
LeBlanc also shared his ex-
perience, expressing how
the GLO was able to build
his new home in just 110
days.

 Speaking on the impor-
tance of community mem-
bers  meet ing  with
Commissioner Bucking-
ham, Reverend Perry
Wooten stated, “[Commis-
sioner Buckingham] has
been here every step of the
way. God put us here to lead
our people and shepherd
His flock. We need for her
to be in here and touch base
with the faith based com-
munity.” He continued,
“She’s kept her word. She’s

have falsely claimed the
home rebuilding program,
regulated by the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and
Urban Development, dimin-
ishes home values when in
fact, on average, homes re-
built through the GLO’s Ho-
meowner  Ass is tance
Program increase the value
of the property by more than
$85,000.

Commissioner Bucking-
ham also noted that 85% of

Commissioner Dawn Buckingham Addresses Houston Pastors
Meeting, Brings Homeowners to Set the Record Straight

Houston resident Retta Miles had a particularly gut-wrenching journey after the
2017 storm devastated the area, “I am just happy to be in a place where I don’t
have to suffer, cry or worry anymore. GLO made that happen for me.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

were, Jeff Miller, Air Alli-
ance, East Harris County
Alliance Council, Galena
Park ISD Education Foun-
dation, Capital Bank, Ei-
leen Brightwell, Dr. John
Moore, Phil Hampton, Lisa
Hamblem and Hiway 90
Logistics.

Donors were Maria D.
Cortez-Ochoa, Zachary W.
Fade, Don Chile Mexican
Café, VICO Manufactur-
ing, Officer Ruben Loreto,
El Puerto Mexican Café,
Jose Jimenez, State Farm,
Supreme Sounds, Trustees
Norma Hernandez, Noe

Esparza & Ramon Garza.

The Rotary recognized
outstanding students, they
were, Olivia Salazar, Re-
hal Salazar, Jesus Gonza-
lez, Abigail Hernandez,
Sabrina Marsh, Luis Guz-
man, Lexi Elrod, Joel Del-
g a d o ,  E s m e r a l d a
Trigueros, Victoria Tovar,
Anahi Arrendondo, Made-
line Rojas.

Rotarian Don Nichols
got the Community Ser-
vice Award for his work
helping students and the
under privileged.

Rotary Cake Auction,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 East Harris County

Emergency Communica-
tions Center (ECOM) Dep-
uty Director Tiffani Edge,
ESD 12 Commissioner &
Greater Harris County 9-
1-1 Bd. Secretary Bill
Anders, Shift Supervisor
B r i a n n a  C a r t e r  a n d
ECOM Direc tor  Josh
Sparks were privileged to
attend the Texas Public
Safety Conference at the
Galveston County Conven-
tion Center. This confer-
ence is a collaboration of
Texas Chapters of NENA
(Nat ional  Emergency
Number Association) and
Association of Public-Safe-
ty Officials (APCO) that
provide nationally recog-

nized trainers on topics es-
sential to the emergency
service telecommunicators
who receive and dispatch
emergency services. At-
tendees are exposed to the
latest equipment, hard-
ware and software neces-

sary to keep the communi-
cation center efficient and
effective to meet public
needs. An Awards Lun-
cheon is held on the last
day to recognize individu-
als and teams for their
dedication and heroic ef-

forts in life saving and
property conservation.
This high quality of train-
ing is vital, so when you
have an emergency and
call 9-1-1 the telecommu-
nicator will send you the
help you need.

ECOM officials attend Safety Conference

BAYTOWN – This
month Houston Method-
ist Baytown Hospital is
celebrating 75 years of
service to Baytown and
the surrounding commu-
nities. San Jacinto Me-
morial Hospital opened
on April 18th, 1948, on
Decker Drive with fewer
than 100 patient rooms,
dedicated hospital staff,
and 35 physicians. Today,
Houston Methodist Bay-
town Hospital has more
than 300 hospital inpa-
tient rooms, state-of-the-
art operating rooms,
multiple outpatient ser-
vice locations, medical of-
fice buildings, over 2,000
employees, and nearly
1,000 physicians

Through the years, the
hospital has grown with
the community, changed
names, and moved to its
current location on Garth
Road, but never lost the
vision of its founders to
create a modern hospital
that provides the very
best in innovation and
health care for those liv-
ing in the community –
well into the future.

“Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital has
been an icon in the Bay-
town community since it
was first built on Decker
Drive and to this day
serves as an integral part
of our community — im-
proving quality of life and
promoting health and
safety to all living in our
area.  Our hospital has
also played a pivotal role
in the history of Houston
Methodist as it was the
first community hospital
and set the stage for our
eventual growth into oth-

HM Baytown Hospital Celebrates
75 years of Serving the Community

TOP ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT – Board Member Gary Schmidt, Chief Medical Officer Dr. Shawn Tittle,
Board Chairman Gilbert Santana, Chief Executive Officer David Bernard, Medical Technologist Specialist
Rita Rull, Nursing Director Dorothy Terry, Board Member Wayne Baldwin.

FRONT ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: Chief Operating Officer Adrienne Joseph, Asst. Chief Nursing Officer
Jennifer Vera, Board Member Pete Alfaro, Monitor Technician Ester Andrew, Lab Director Gail Lumus,
Board Member Tommy Clements, Director of Spiritual Care George Colon, Administrative Director
Laurie Terry

1946 GROUNDBREAKING FOR ORIGINAL HOSPITAL SITE ON DECKER DRIVE
HOSPITAL OPENING DAY - APRIL 18, 1948

er communities,” said
Chief Executive Officer
David Bernard.

In November of 2022,
the hospital opened Uni-
ty Tower, a new five-sto-
ry building providing 75
new private rooms and
vital infrastructure to
continue leading medi-
cine in Baytown. This
new space increased ca-
pacity allowing the hospi-
tal to continue its mission
and enhancing our abili-
ty to serve the growing
demands of Baytown,
east Harris, Liberty and
Chambers counties.

Unity Tower serves as
a focal point for Houston
Methodist Baytown, uni-
fying the campus and
staff with the communi-
ty to promote a spiritual
healing environment.
The tower’s design helps
solidify Houston Method-
ist Baytown as part of the
Houston Methodist sys-
tem.

“Leading-edge technol-
ogy and facilities may de-
fine our history, but
without a doubt, Houston
Methodist Baytown is
distinguished by the
amazing staff and physi-
cians who provide person-
alized care and service to
the members of our com-
munity each day,” said
Bernard. “They are truly
the heart and soul of our
great institution.”

Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital is rec-
ognized by Vizient as a
top performer in the Ber-
nard A. Birnbaum, MD
Quality Leadership an-
nual ranking, coming in
No. 2 out of 148 Complex
Care Medical Centers in

2022. In 2016, Houston
Methodist Baytown re-
ceived official designation
as a Magnet® hospital
from the American Nurs-
es Credentialing Center
the highest and most re-
spected national recogni-
t i o n  f o r  n u r s i n g
excellence. Only 7 per-
cent of hospitals nation-
w i d e  a r e  M a g n e t ®
certified.

“The 75-year history
and success of Houston
Methodist Baytown are
inspired by those living in
our community with a
desire to serve others and
provide only the very best
for their friends and fam-
ily. We are grateful for
their commitment to
serving and fortitude
throughout the years. As
we emerge from a global
pandemic, we continue to
honor the vision of our
founders and strengthen
our commitment to the
mission of Houston Meth-
odist to provide excellent
health care in a spiritual
environment of caring.
We are proud of our his-
tory, excited for our fu-
ture, and look forward to
leading medicine in Bay-
town for  decades  to
come.,” said Bernard.

The anniversary was
marked with a celebra-
tion for employees today
featuring speeches from
long-time employees.
Please see attached pho-
tos.

For more information
about Houston Methodist
Baytown Hospital, visit
houstonmethodist.org/
b a y t o w n  o r  c a l l
281.420.8600.
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