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C.H.I.C. monthly
meeting June 22

C.H.I.C. will hold their
monthly meeting Thursday,
June 22 at 6:30pm at the
Channelview Fire Dept.
Station 3, 1210 Dell Dale.

Social Hour 5:30-6:20.
June’s program will be a

presentation by the
Channelview Fire Dept. about
its history, service to the
community, and equipment.

Everyone welcome.

Applications Now Open
1,000 Spaces Available

HARRIS COUNTY - To-
day, Harris County Judge
Lina Hidalgo joined non-
profits BakerRipley and
United Way of Greater
Houston to announce that
Harris County families can
now apply for the Early
REACH child care pro-
gram. The Early REACH
(Raising Educational Ac-
cess for Children in Harris
County) program will cre-
ate up to 1,000 child care
spaces for children ages
zero to four. Judge Hidal-
go has made early child-
hood programs one of her
marquee priorities since
taking office, and the Ear-
ly REACH program is pos-
sible thanks to $26 million
in American Rescue Plan
funds.

“Our program is a ga-
mechanger for the commu-
n i t y .  H a r r i s  C o u n t y
residents must be able to
afford to live, work and
raise a family here, and we
are addressing the urgent
need for child care,” said
Judge Hidalgo. “A thou-

sand more young kids are
going to get high quality
care which we know leads
to lifelong outcomes like
higher income, higher like-
lihood of graduation, and
lower risk of justice in-
volvement.”

The Early REACH pro-
gram will be implemented
by BakerRipley and Unit-
ed Way of Greater Hous-
ton.  United Way wil l
recruit child care centers
while working with them
to improve the quality of
care. BakerRipley will be
responsible for contracting
with child care centers,
paying them, and recruit-
ing and enrolling families
and children.

“Quality early childhood
education begins with em-
powering teachers and
childcare directors to pro-
vide the very best educa-
t i o n  a n d  c a r e  t o  t h e
children they serve,” said
Amanda McMillian, Pres-
ident and CEO, United
Way of Greater Houston.
“Investing in child care
centers through programs
like Early REACH helps
build environments where
teachers have the support,
training, and information
to help them develop as
p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  w o r k
through challenges, and

County opens Early Childhood
“REACH” program

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo announces new REACH Early
Childhood program, with BakerRipley and United Way.

CONTINUED. SEE REACH EARLY
CHILDHOOD, PAGE 5

HOUSTON — Con-
cerned with the health and
environmental risks con-
nected to Port Houston’s
$1 billion expansion of the
Houston Ship Channel,
known as  Project  11 ,
Healthy Port Communities
Coalition representatives
and legal and scientifc ex-
perts will gather for a day
of meetings, presentations
and tours with the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers,
the Port, and the Environ-
mental Protection Agen-
c y ’ s  R e g i o n  6  o n
Thursday,  June 22,
2023.

M e d i a  a v a i l a b i l i t y
starts at 4 p.m. in Pleas-

antville at the Judson
Robinson, Sr. Community
Center at 1422 Ledwicke
Street, 77029, following a
schedule of presentations
by community members
from Channelview and
Pasadena; discussion of
the results of third-party
soil testing by Environ-
mental Defense Fund,
Lone Star Legal Aid and
Public Citizen; and a tour
through Galena Park,
Clinton Park and Pleas-
antville to sites the Army
Corps is considering for
the deposit of the dredge
spoils from the project. (To
see an interactive map of
the sites, see website.)

Among those expected
to be available to comment:

EPA Region 6
*Dr. Earthea Nance,

Regional Administrator
*Iris Gonzalez, Chief of

Staff
*Charles Maguire, Wa-

ter Division Director
*Robert Houston, NEPA

Division
*Gerardo Acosta, EJ Di-

vision
U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers
*Col. Rhett Blackmon
*Byron Williams
*Rob Thomas
*Brian Harper
*Chris Frabotta
*Carlos Tate

*Eric Schourek
Port of Houston
*Roger Guenther – Ex-

ecutive Director
*Charl ie  Jenkins  –

Chief Channel Infrastruc-
ture Officer

*Lori Brownell – Direc-
tor, Channel Improvement

*Maria Aguirre – Direc-
tor, Community Relations

City of Houston
*Mayor Sylvester Turn-

er (invited)
Harris County Attor-

ney’s Office
*Christian Menefee (in-

vited)
The Healthy Port Com-

munities Coalition (HPCC)
is a coalition of nonproft,

community-driven organi-
zations that work to create
a healthier Houston by
empowering residents to
recognize local issues and
advocate for their commu-
nities. Coalition members
include Achieving Commu-
nity Tasks Successfully,
Air Alliance Houston, Bay-
ou City Waterkeeper, Co-
al it ion of  Community
Organizations, East Har-
ris County Empowerment
Council, Environmental
Community Advocates of
Galena Park, Healthy
Gulf, Public Citizen and
THEA-Texas Health and
Environment Alliance.

Community leaders concerned about toxic
sediment in proposed Ship Channel landfills

Public meeting with EPA and Corps on June 22nd

BY ALLAN JAMAIL

Galena Park, TX. – On
June, 10, 2023, Kiran
Bardal, The Galena Park
Ace Hardware  Owner, and
Marly Maskill, Executive
Director of Houston Tool-
Bank co-sponsored a free
student desk-give-away
event.

Kiran Bardal, Owner
recently told NC Star writ-
er Allan Jamail, “Galena
Park Ace Hardware has
been faithfully serving the
Galena Park / Jacinto City
community’s since we
opened our door during the
peak of the deadly Covid
pandemic virus in April
2020.”

“In a span of three years
we have always been there
f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s
through one disaster after
another. The Hurricane
threats, the freeze of Feb-
ruary 2021 and December
2022 all while being the go-

to place to get life-saving
pandemic related essential
supplies.”“Our dedicated
team worked through the
power outage during the
deadly freeze of 2022 using
flashlights in their hands
in order to help suffering
customers in need of our
materials and supplies.”

“We feel proud of the
value we’ve added to the
surrounding communities
needs and plan to remain
an essential part of the
lives of our customers for
years to come,” Bardal
said.

Marly Maskill, Execu-
tive Director, of The Hous-
ton ToolBank (HTB) said,
“We’re grateful for the op-
portunity given us to part-
ner with Galena Park Ace
Hardware to build free
desks for students in the
Galena Park ISD area. We
were blown away by all of
the community members
who came out to volunteer

in support this initiative, and we look
forward to doing more projects in Ga-
lena Park/Jacinto City area.”

The HTB serves community-based
organizations by providing tools,
equipment, and expertise to empow-
er their most ambitious goals. Some
11,000 projects have been completed.
Such as community development
projects—including painting schools,
helping veterans, building wheelchair
ramps and playgrounds, and land-
scaping public areas.

The HTB has shown that when
they put high-quality tools in the
hands of volunteers, their members
are able to do more for their commu-
nities – whether through home re-
pair, days of service, or charitable
events. Since operations began in
2014, the Houston ToolBank has
equipped 290,000+ volunteers across
1,100+ organizations to complete
23,000+ projects.

The HTB has over 375 member
agencies. The number of nonprofits
supported has expanded every year
as more and more charities, commu-

GP/Ace Hardware & Houston ToolBank donate student desks

L - R: Marly Maskill, Executive Director, Houston ToolBank & Kiran Bardal, Owner, Galena
Park Ace Hardware holding a recently made student desk.
(Photo by Allan Jamail) CONTINUED. SEE STUDENT DESKS, PAGE 3

With temperatures reaching
over 100 degrees this week,
you might want to check out
our newest advertiser,
American Residential, on Page
6. They offer a tune-up on
your A/C system for $49, or a
new system at a $2000
discount. 855-241-1293.

Hot. Hot. Hot.

BY ALLAN JAMAIL

Galena Park, TX.
– June 20, 2023 the
City of Galena Park
is providing the resi-
dents and their pets
wi th  a  dog  park
equipped with sever-
al nice extras you’ll
not find in most cit-
ies. The park is locat-
ed in the 1300 block
of Keene Street next
to the community
building.

(SEE PHOTO OF
DOG PARK RULES)

Galena Park Po-
lice Chief Richard
Wagner took Allan
Jamail, the NC Star
writer on a recent
tour of the dog park.
There are two sepa-
rate dog park pens,
one for small doggies
and one for large dog-
gy’s. They each have
several different ac-
tivities which dog
owners can train
their pets on that’ll
provide them with
healthy exercises.
Also available is a
dog water fountain

 Galena Park Police Chief Richard Wagner with the police department’s
mascot named Galena. The chief’s Galena has the best of a dog’s life, it
stays in the police station’s air-conditioning and the staff is providing it
with treats regularly.  (Photo by Allan Jamail)
SEE DOG PARK RULES ON PAGE 7

GALENA PARK’S DOG PARK

at the height the dogs can get a drink from and stay cool and
hydrated. After exercising the dogs there’s a special water hose
with a pad for the dogs to stand on and it’s equipped with a
drainage line so owners can cool their pet down and given them
a shampoo if desired.

God made the animals: Genesis 1:25-25.

Legislative Report, Page 7
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SHELDON ISD NEWS

Career & Technical Education has another Summer Camp opportunity for
our CISD students. In partnership with EHCEC and Best Buy, we are hosting
a 2-day Geek Squad Academy for incoming 5th - 12th graders to be held
6/28-29 at Channelview High School. Please check out the flyer for more
info.

Summer Camp Opportunity
for CISD Students

CHANNELVIEW ISD NEWS

Sheldon Summer Scramble
Sizzles with Record Turnout

Sheldon ISD’s Educa-
tion Foundation held its
third annual Sheldon
Summer Scramble at the
Clubs of Kingwood on June
16 with record participa-
tion. Approximately 125
golfed in the event raising
a gross total of approxi-
mately $75,000. Proceeds
from the tournament will

fund innovative teaching
grants submitted by Shel-
don ISD educators. This
year’s tournament was
presented by Huckabee.
“We are extremely appre-
ciative of the support of our
donors and sponsors in this
year’s tournament,” said
Director of Communica-

tions and Community
Partnerships Emily Con-
klin, APR. “Every dollar
raised will go back into our
classroom to make a differ-
ence for our students and
teachers.”

To get involved with
Sheldon ISD’s Education
Foundation, please go to
www.sheldonisd.com/sef.

Sheldon ISD has received seven national communications awards from thousands
of entries across the nation. The Golden Achievement Award recognizes exemplary
work in all aspects of school public relations, communication, marketing and engage-
ment. Each entry is judged individually against the contest criteria - not against
other entries - and judges select as many winners as meet the award criteria. Shel-
don ISD’s communication team earned a Golden Achievement Award for the commu-
nication plan for the 2022 bond election.

The National School Public Relations Association (NSPRA’s) Publications and Dig-
ital Media Excellence Awards recognize outstanding education publications and mar-
keting/informational materials (print and electronic), video/TV/radio programs, social
media and websites. Sheldon’s communication team received the following awards:

Award of Excellence - 2022 Annual Report
Award of Excellence - Electronic Newsletter The Scoop
Honorable Mention-Branding/Image Package
Honorable Mention - Sheldon ISD website
Honorable Mention - Safety infographic
Honorable Mention - Electronic Newsletter The Source
The team will receive recognition at the national conference in July for their work.
Dr. Veronica Garza named principal of Carroll Elementary School
Sheldon ISD is pleased to announce Dr. Veronica Garza as the principal of Carroll

Elementary School. Dr. Garza brings approximately 20 years of educational experi-
ence including six years as an administrator. Most recently she was the assistant
principal for Cimarron Elementary in Galena Park ISD.

“We are excited that Dr. Garza is bringing her talents to Sheldon ISD,” said Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. Demetrius McCall. “She brings a wealth of knowledge in
elementary instruction, and I have complete confidence that she will be successful in
this school community.”

Dr. Garza has spent 20 years in Galena Park ISD where she was named the 2020
Elementary Assistant Principal of the Year for GPISD. Her experience ranges from
second, third and fourth grade teacher to campus instructional coach to lead teacher
and assistant principal. She has a doctorate in educational leadership and specializa-
tion in superintendency from University of Houston - Clear Lake, a master’s degree
in educational administration from Lamar University and a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness administration from Texas A&M University.

“I am eager to begin serving the Carroll Elementary and Sheldon ISD community,”
said Dr. Garza. “In partnership with our families and staff, I look forward to continu-
ing the success that the school has already achieved as we set our sights on what’s
best for students.”

Dr. Garza will begin her principal role during
the 2023-24 school year. Families should look for
more communication on an upcoming meet and
greet with their new principal.

Sheldon ISD’s Chad Davis named principal of
Garrett Elementary

Sheldon ISD is pleased to announce Mr. Chad
Davis has been named the principal of Garrett
Elementary. Mr. Davis is currently the associ-
ate principal at the King 9th Grade Campus.

“Chad Davis has six years of administrative
experience and brings expertise in family engage-
ment and school-community relations,” said Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. Demetrius McCall.

“I look forward to the continued success this campus will see under his leadership.”

Prior to his time in Sheldon ISD, Mr. Davis
has worked as a teacher and assistant principal
in Fort Bend ISD. He has a master’s degree in
educational administration from Lamar Univer-
sity and a bachelor of arts in general business
from the University of North Texas.

“I am excited for the opportunity to serve the
students, staff and families at Garrett Elemen-
tary,” said Mr. Chad Davis. “This campus has
achieved great success with parent engagement
and I look forward to building on those relation-
ships as we partner to achieve growth and aca-
demic success.”

Mr. Davis will begin his role as principal this summer. Families will see informa-
tion soon regarding a meet and greet for their new principal.

Sheldon ISD Communication
Department wins 7 National Awards

Pre-kindergarten registration
now available

Sheldon ISD is now ac-
cepting enrollment for
pre-kindergarten and kin-
dergarten students for the
2023-24 school year. Shel-
don ISD’s mission to pro-
v i d e  a  p e r s o n a l i z e d
learning experience to
equip students with the
skills needed to be suc-

cessful in college and/or a
career begins as early as
pre-kindergarten. Skills
like literacy development
are critical to begin at an
early age. Sheldon offers
full-day pre-kindergarten
for children four years of
age at two early childhood
facilities. The district pro-

vides a curriculum, Fuel-
ing Brians, that focuses
on the whole child, with
classrooms that focus on
developing the left and
right brain executive
functions. To register,
p l e a s e  g o  t o
www.sheldonisd.com/reg-
ister.

Approximately 107 students attended C. E. King High School for a four-day Sum-
mer Bridge Camp for rising ninth graders. STEM freshmen are working hard learn-
ing the STEM culture, setting goals for high school and college and preparing for the
Texas Success Initiative Assessment 2.0 (TSIA2) college entrance exam.  The STEM
Class of 2027 is off to a great start  and the STEM Staff is “All In”.

STEM Welcomes Incoming
Freshman to Program
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CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY✃

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print Newspapers,
too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

Diamond Jim:
“What are
E t h i c a l
Diamonds?”

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker.  Pineforest Jewelry has
been a proud member of the Independent Jewelers
Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers Organiza-
tion (RJO) for many years.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Diamond Jim:
“What are
E t h i c a l
Diamonds?”

Diamond Jim: “What is
the Birthstone

for the Month of
June?”

Letting go
How do people learn to let go? I was with a

small group on Sunday and the question was
asked. Someone asked if we were talking about
the pain of divorce and another asked if we were
talking about childhood trauma. Another group
member chimed in and asked how are you sup-
posed to let go of the irritations from neighbors
who hold loud parties several times a month.
Another asked if anyone had an answer for
letting go of the frustration that happens in the
workplace.

As I age, I find that there are many people who
have stuffed so many things into their heart that
they cannot live a happy life. I have known people
who were upset as their parents divorced when
they were young and while they were raised in a
single parent home, the other parents remarried
and started a second family. I have known those
who had a sibling placed for adoption and once
reunited with the birth family, if the one adopted
asked any questions, the other family members
were upset.

You may also know of someone who works
diligently to not only do their job but goes the
extra mile to make a difference. Unfortunately,
they have a coworker who wants to take all the
credit, even if they have no clue how to do the
basic job, much less put in anything extra.

The best answer our group could come up with
was that in due season the truth comes out. One
man reminded the group that we are not sup-
posed to complain but instead thank God for
every trial we endure. We all agreed that that is
hard to do. And it is even harder to explain to our
children or younger people in our lives.  Someone
mentioned that we must impart the knowledge
early that life is not fair and there will be days
that are filled with frustration, but we also need
to let them know that no matter what, we must
learn to forgive and forget. If we do not, we are
the ones that suffer. One lady mentioned a story
about drinking poison and expecting someone else
to die.

As the group prepared to leave, one wise person
suggested that learning to let go is something
that happens much easier if we do two things.
The first is to pray for the offended as well as for
yourself. The second was to have an accountabili-
ty partner that could point you back to the road
less traveled on the days that circumstances get
the best of you. Another friend reminded us to go
easy on ourselves. Most of us had already ex-
pressed that we are often our own worst enemy.
We need to practice kindness and toss it around
like confetti.

JUNE BIRTHSTONES
June counts three gems as birthstones: pearl, Alex-

andrite, and moonstone.
Pearl
Pearls are unique as they are the only gems from

living sea creatures and require no faceting or polish-
ing to reveal their natural beauty. In the early 1900s,
the first successful commercial culturing of round
saltwater pearls began. Since the 1920s, cultured
pearls have almost completely replaced natural pearls
in the market.

The qualities that determine the overall value of a
natural or cultured pearl or a piece of pearl jewelry
are size, shape, color, luster, surface quality, nacre
quality, and, for jewelry with two or more pearls,
matching.When other value factors are equal, larger
pearls are rarer and more valuable than smaller pearls
of the same type. Round is the most difficult shape to
culture, making it the rarest cultured pearl shape
and—if all other factors are equal—also generally the
most valuable. There are exceptions, though. Well-
formed pear, oval, or baroque (irregularly shaped) cul-
tured pearls are also prized by pearl lovers.

Natural and cultured pearls occur in a broad range
of hues. There are warm hues like yellow, orange, and
pink, and cool hues like blue, green, and violet. Pearls
have a wide range of tone from light to dark. Pearl
colors tend to be muted, with a soft, subtle quality.

Alexandrite
A relatively modern gem, Alexandrite, was

first discovered in Russia in 1831 during the reign of
its namesake, Czar Alexander II, and is an extremely
rare chrysoberyl with chameleon-like qualities. Its col-
or is a lovely green in both daylight and fluorescent
light; it changes color to a purplish red in incandes-
cent light.

Due to its rarity, some jewelers stock lab grown ver-
sions of this enchanting gemstone. (lab grown gem-
stones are man-made alternatives to the natural mined
stones, possessing the same physical, optical, and
chemical properties as the natural gemstone.) Alex-
andrite is also the gem for the 55th wedding anniver-
sary.

Moonstone
The third birthstone for June is the moonstone. It

was given its name by the Roman natural historian
Pliny, who wrote that moonstone’s appearance altered
with the phases of the moon — a belief that held until
well after the sixteenth century. A phenomenal gem-
stone, moonstones show a floating play of light
(called adularescence) and sometimes show either a
multi-rayed star or a cat’s eye.

Considered a sacred stone in India, moonstones of-
ten are displayed on a background of yellow (a sacred
color) and are believed to encapsulate within the stone
a spirit whose purpose is to bring good fortune. Part of
the family of minerals called feldspar, moonstone oc-
curs in many igneous and metamorphic rocks and
comes in a variety of colors such as green, blue, peach,
and champagne. The most prized moonstones are from
Sri Lanka; India, Australia…the United States, My-
anmar, and Madagascar are also sources.

In North Shore,
nearly everyone

reads the
NORTH CHANNEL

STAR.
Your Hometown

Newspaper.

implement best practices
that contribute to strong
outcomes for kids.”

“ I  commend Harr is
County for continuing to
recognize that high-quali-
ty child care is a vital com-
ponent for the growth of
the economy, workforce de-
velopment, and socioeco-
nomic mobility. For many
low-income families that
work hard but still strug-
gle with rapidly rising
costs  of  l iv ing,  Early
REACH will be a big posi-
tive step toward financial
stability and self-sufficien-
cy,” said Claudia Aguirre,
BakerRipley President
and CEO.

Children and families
are eligible to participate
if they meet these require-
ments:

— Residency: Live in

REACH Early
Childhood,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Harris County AND
—  Age: Children are

age zero to four AND
— Demonstrate finan-

cial need via one of the fol-
lowing:

—  Live in a family that
makes 85% less of State
Median Income (SMI) (ap-
prox. $75,468 annually for
a family of four.) OR

— Live in an area of
high need according to the
Social Vulnerability Index
(high need considered to be
.75 or above) OR

— Are experiencing
homelessness OR

— Are in foster care OR
— Receive WIC, SNAP,

TANF, free or reduced
lunch, or SSI income.

To learn more about
Early REACH, and apply,
visit www.earlyreach.org.

nity groups and first re-
sponders join for free.

To become a member or
to see if they can help your
organization and or an-
swer your questions call
713-674-0262. They strict-
ly work by appointments
only.

To learn more about the
HTB or how you can be-

come a HTB partner visit:
www.houstontoolbank.org.

The Galena Park Ace
Hardware is located at
1401 Holland Ave, Galena
Park, TX 77547, phone:
832-740-4940. For hours,
directions and materials
a n d  s u p p l i e s  v i s i t :
www.acehardware.com/
store-details/17571

Free Student
Desks,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1



Page 4 THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2023Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR

✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

TEXAS GLO
✯

By Dawn Buckingham, M.D.
Commissioner, Texas General Land Office

AUSTIN – Texas Land Commissioner Dawn
Buckingham, M.D., is encouraging all Texans to
prepare for the 2023 hurricane season, which
begins Thursday, June 1 and runs through
Thursday, November 30, 2023. Commissioner
Buckingham and her Texas General Land Office
team are working with coastal and inland com-
munities to encourage all Texans to purchase
flood insurance and take measures to protect
their families and homes.

“Because of the GLO’s disaster recovery pro-
grams, Texas is better prepared for natural
disasters like hurricanes, floods, and wildfires,”
Commissioner Buckingham said. “It’s important
to remember that no federally funded assistance
program is designed to make you whole after a
disaster. It is up to you to plan properly, protect
your home with wind and flood insurance, and
safeguard your documents. The GLO is proud to
help communities prepare and recover from
natural disasters.”

The GLO encourages all Texans to prepare for
hurricane season by doing the following:

•  Know Your Risk - Sign up for your commu-
nity’s emergency warning system. The Emergen-
cy Alert System (EAS) and National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Weather
Radio also provide emergency alerts.

• Make Your Evacuation Plan - Check with
local officials about updated evacuation shelters
for this year. Know where your family will meet
up if you are separated and where you will stay.
Pack a “go bag” including items you need to take
with you if you evacuate. A “go bag” should be
easy to carry and kept in a place where you can
grab it quickly. Check with drivetexas.org to find
routes near you. To find a shelter near you,
download the FEMA app at fema.gov/mobile-app.

• Gather Supplies - Plan for your entire
household including children, people with disabil-
ities or access/functional needs, and pets.

• Secure Documents - Remember to secure
copies of important personal documents. Filing
for government assistance requires documenta-
tion. Be sure to keep documents in a secure
location and take them with you if you need to
evacuate. Place these documents in a waterproof
bag and back them up on cloud storage or a
thumb drive.

• Protect Your Property - Shutter your
home as needed, review your flood insurance
policy (or sign up for one), and declutter drains
and gutters. Most homeowner and renter insur-
ance policies do not cover flood damage. A flood
insurance policy generally does not take effect
until 30 days after purchase, so be sure to main-
tain your policy. Take a video “tour” of your home
to document all items and the home’s current
condition.

The Texas General Land Office continues to
promote preparedness through “Don’t Ignore
Your Risk,” a public outreach initiative to encour-
age Texans to be prepared and stay prepared for
hurricane season. The multi-media, multi-
platform public service announcement urges
Texans to take time now to know their risk,
purchase flood insurance, protect their home,
safeguard documents, and prepare emergency
supplies and an evacuation route.

Hurricane Season 2023 Begins
June 1
Don’t Ignore Your Risk, Be
Prepared and Stay Prepared

“So Much”
I heard him yelling before

I saw him.
He was in front of the

church. His possessions
were loaded into a shopping
cart, and it appeared he was
trying to navigate the steep
hill. And he was yelling.

Was there a fight? Should
I be worried?

But when I finally saw
him, he was standing alone
with his shopping cart. His
face was flushed, and his
voice was loud. I walked un-
til I stood on the sidewalk
in front of him.

“What’s the matter?” I
asked.

He stopped yelling imme-
diately. He looked sur-
prised—as if his yelling had
been happening in a private
place, and he hadn’t expect-
ed anyone to notice. His eyes
were wild, and his clothes
were torn. He looked as if he
had lived without a home for
a long time.

“He said I was an ani-
mal!”

His eyes darted off past
the clump of trees that de-
lineates the church proper-
ty. I could see no one. Maybe
there was someone just out
of sight. Maybe there was no
one. It probably doesn’t mat-
ter.

I looked back at this man.
He was no longer yelling. He
looked as if he might cry.

“Well, you’re not,” I said.
He looked at me in a pe-

culiarly intense way, as if to
see if I could be trusted to
tell the truth. I’ve seen this
look, from time to time, in
homeless people. Some will
not make eye contact at all.
They will look down or away
as if I don’t exist, or they will
speak over my shoulder,
never meeting my eyes. This
man looked directly into my
eyes and watched me close-
ly.

“You are absolutely not
an animal,” I told him firm-
ly.

I saw his shoulders drop
as if he was setting down a
heavy weight. The person or
phantom behind the trees
seemed to be forgotten. He
continued to look at me.

I didn’t know what else to
say. So I patted my heart,
and I told him, “And I want
you to know that I care.“

I held his eyes for a mo-
ment longer and then head-
ed off home. He might have
said something after that. It
sounded as if he was trying
to say something, to explain
something, but I knew there
was nothing more I could do.

We all carry so much.
All the way home and for

much  o f  that  n ight ,  I
thought about that lonely
man with the shopping cart
and his outrage at being
called an animal. He was
indignant and afraid and
desperate for it not to be
true, and—maybe for just a
moment—he was reassured
it was not true because some
random older woman on the
sidewalk told him so. Life is
so precarious sometimes.

Later that night, lying in
bed, I told my husband, Pe-
ter, about the man and what
I’d said.

“You are kind,” Peter told
me.

I don’t know if that’s true
or not, but I know for cer-
tain that strangers have
helped me when I needed
help, and kind words have
changed my day from terri-
ble to something better—
something more hopeful. I
think of the many people I
can never pay back and I
hope I can pay forward some
of the undeserved kindness
I’ve been shown over all the
years of my life.

But more than anything,
when I think about that
lonely man, fighting off his
demons, I realize I have no
idea how it feels to face any-
thing as large or as terrify-
ing as that man faces every
day.

And for that, I am terri-
bly—selfishly—gratefuL.

Till next time.
Carrie
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Abbott vetoes bills; Feud with Patrick grows
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick

claimed last week that
Gov. Greg Abbott is sabo-
taging the Senate’s work
because of their ongoing
feud over which approach
to property tax reform is
best, The Dallas Morning
News reported. Abbott ve-
toed three bills by Sen.
Paul Bettencourt, R-Hous-
ton, who has been Patrick’s
point senator on increasing
homestead exemptions in
order to provide tax cuts.
As of Friday afternoon, he
had vetoed 31 bills.

Abbott has threatened a
string of vetoes if  the
House and Senate can’t
agree on a compromise on
property tax relief. In each
veto proclamation, Abbott
has issued the following
statement: “This bill can be
reconsidered at a future
special session only after
property  tax  re l ie f  i s
passed.”

Patrick took issue with
that. “The governor’s sug-
gested threat today to veto
a large number of Senate
bills is an affront to the leg-
islative process and the
people of Texas,” he said.

WILL THE STATE’S ELECTRIC
GRID HOLD THIS SUMMER?

Much of Texas is in the
throes of a sweltering heat
wave, prompting concern
that the electric grid will be
strained as Texans try to
keep cool. However, the
Electric Reliability Council
of Texas, which operates
the grid, predicts it will be
able to handle forecast
peaks in energy usage, the
Austin American-States-
man reported.

The biggest factor is de-
mand for air conditioning
of homes and businesses,
according to Robert Heb-
ner, director of the Univer-
sity of Texas Center for
Electromechanics.

“Any rapid change in
temperature causes great
difficulty. If you have a
gradual change, (compa-
nies) usually adjust to it
fairly well,” Hebner said.
“This summer, there’s a
good chance they’ve antic-
ipated well enough that
w e ’ l l  b e  a b l e  t o  g e t
through.”

The first official day of

summer is Wednesday,
June 21.

NEW LAW BANS PAPER
LICENSE PLATES

Temporary paper “deal-
er tags” will soon be a thing
of the past after Abbott
signed House Bill 718. The
new law phases out the
tags and requires dealers
to issue $10 metal plates to
buyers purchasing vehi-
cles, the Houston Chroni-
cle reported.

Paper Texas tags have
been criticized by law en-
forcement officials for
years, since they are easy
to fake and often used on
vehicles used to commit
crimes. A report by KXAN
in 2021 found that selling
of fake Texas tags had be-
come a $200 million illicit
business.

The Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles has until De-
cember of next year to come
up with a plan for creating
and distributing metal
plates to dealerships. The
law itself goes into effect on
July 1, 2025.

BILL RESTRICTING LOCAL
CONTROL SIGNED INTO
LAW

Cities and counties will
be further restricted from
implementing ordinances
or regulations on issues
normally addressed by the
state after Abbott signed
House  B i l l  2127 ,  the
Statesman reported. Ac-
cording to the bill’s lan-
guage, it is a means to
“provide statewide consis-
tency by returning sover-
eign regulatory powers to
the state where those pow-
ers belong.”

Previously, regulations
put into place by cities

were unenforceable i f
found to be in violation of
a state code. An oft-cited
example is an Austin ordi-
nance passed in 2018
aimed at forcing most pri-
vate employers in that city
to provide sick leave. How-
ever, that ordinance never
took effect since courts
ruled it unconstitutional.

Opponents of HB 2127
fear it will further erode lo-
cal governments’ power to
handle community issues.

“We barge into bed-
rooms ,  l o cker  rooms ,
boardrooms, examining
rooms and now city coun-
cil meetings,” Sen. Sarah
Eckhardt, D-Austin, said
during the debate. “We
should be doing our job
rather than micromanag-
ing theirs.”

Abbott praised the bill’s
passage, tweeting after the
signing that he “signed a
law to provide a new hope
to Texas businesses strug-
gling under burdensome lo-
cal regulations.”

MURDER RAP NOW
POSSIBLE FOR FENTANYL
DISTRIBUTION DEATHS

Several bills were signed
into law last week to fight
fentanyl overdoses by clas-
sifying those deaths as poi-
s o n i n g s ,  a l l o w i n g
universities to use opiod re-
versal drug Narcan, and
i m p l e m e n t i n g  f e l o n y
charges for producing and
distributing fentanyl.

“This law makes clear
that any person who caus-
es a death by unlawfully
manufacturing or deliver-
ing fentanyl can be prose-
cuted for murder in the
state of Texas,” Abbott
said. Nearly 2,000 Texans
died last year after taking
fentanyl, sometimes un-
knowingly because it was
mixed with other drugs.

Despite the passage of
these bills, some family
members of overdose vic-
tims expressed disappoint-
ment that a bill that would
no longer classify fentanyl
test strips as drug para-
phernalia did not make it
out of the Senate.

DISTRACTED DRIVING
DEATHS ON THE RISE

Distracted driving has
killed more than 2,000 peo-
ple in Texas since 2017,
and the number of deaths
attributed to it increased
by 10% in 2022. Approxi-
mately one of every six
crashes on Texas roadways
in 2022 was attributed to
distracted driving, accord-
ing to the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation.

“Texting, adjusting au-
dio or navigation systems,
or scrolling on a social me-
dia site can wait until
you’re safely parked,” said
Marc Williams, TxDOT ex-
ecutive director. “We’re
urging Texans to make the
right choice and put the
phone away.”

It has been illegal since
Sept. 1, 2017, to read, write
or send a text while driv-
ing in Texas. Drivers are
urged to put phones away
while driving, to pull en-
tirely off the road to use a
phone, and to avoid eating
or drinking until parked.
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LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterConleyFH.com

Savings for Senior and Disabled Homeowners: Commissioner Garcia made a
motion, and Commissioners Court unanimously approved, to increase the homestead
exemption equal to 20% of the appraised value of a home plus up to an additional
$275,000 exemption for eligible 65 and older or disabled homeowners. The exemption
was previously $250,000. This will produce average savings for qualified homeowners
of about $130 per year.

Substance Use Disorder Outreach Program: This agreement enables Precinct
2 to provide space at our community centers for the Harris Center substance use out-
reach team to conduct community engagement and connect residents to treatment op-
tions.

Water Agreement for Affordable Housing Project in East Aldine: Commis-
sioners Court unanimously approved an Interlocal Agreement between Harris County
and the East Aldine Management District providing wastewater capacity for the up-
coming affordable housing subdivision in the East Aldine area. The Connorvale Project
is an affordable single-family home development that will provide 47 newly built homes,
and more than half will be affordable homes.

Veterans Suicide Prevention: Commissioner Garcia was proud to approve the
Veterans Services Department’s request for a new Peer Support Specialist position to
focus on suicide prevention. With one veteran suicide every six days on average in
Harris County, this position aims to reduce this as much as possible.

This month, Commissioner Garcia led or voted
in favor of the following items:

Commissioner Garcia presented a resolution recognizing May as Mental Health
Awareness Month to highlight the critical role of the county in providing crucial
behavioral health services and resources to its residents. Harris County continues
its commitment to partner with our community members to ensure that mental
health services are accessible, valuable, and culturally appropriate for all residents.
Ms. Carrie Rys, Chief of Administration, The Harris Center for Mental Health and
IDD, appeared in court to accept the resolution. Ms. Donna Mohlman of Baytown
spoke about the value of this program, and how it helped her son.

This week we kicked off the new drainage improvement project in the Pine Trails
subdivision! This neighborhood faced various issues like street ponding, pavement
distress, sidewalk buckling, and flooding.

The $19.6 million improvements include:
*Increase stormwater drainage out of the neighborhood

*Increase the size of select drainage pipes
*Replace pavement and sidewalks on streets where storm sewer is upgraded
*Dead trees and tree stumps will be removed within the right of way
*Minor water line adjustments when conflicting with storm sewer upgrade
*Construction of detention pond at the northeast corner of subdivision east of Big

Gulch
The construction of the project has been divided into 4 phases. Phases 3 and 4, on

the east side of the subdivision, will be constructed first. Construction is scheduled to
start in June 2023. Thank you to our dedicated partners at Harris County, Harris
County Engineering Department, and Harris County Flood Control.

Next Wednesday, we will also break ground on Cedar Bayou East and West subdi-
vision. This project includes a new detention pond for drainage and storage and ap-
proximately 25,300 linear feet of reinforced concrete storm sewers of various sizes.

And this Friday, we will mark the completion of Phase 2 of the Eastex Freeway
Forest drainage improvements. This project upsized storm sewers, added storm
drains, and lowered portions of neighborhood streets to reduce flooding within East-
ex Freeway Forest Subdivision Sections 3 and 4.

This month in Commissioners Court, the following Precinct 2 infrastructure projects
were approved:

High Meadows Drainage Improvements: Construction on our High Meadows
and Fairgreen Subdivision Drainage Improvements is anticipated to start this Au-
gust.

The project includes:
*Modifying the outfalls along the flood control drainage channel
*Upsizing the storm sewer system along John F. Kennedy Boulevard between Con-

norvale & Charriton and along Fern Meadow from Debeney to the flood control drain-
age channel

*4,790 linear feet of concrete piping for stormwater
This project will benefit 374 structures when completed in the 1st quarter of 2024.
Western Homes Drainage Improvement Project: This investment in the Aldi-

ne Area is expected to provide direct relief to nearly 600 individuals in the surround-
ing area.

The project includes:
*A new storm sewer system underneath all roadway ditches in the neighborhood
*Restoring ditch and pipe culverts along 7,400 linear feet
*A detention facility on the southern end of the subdivision of 50K cubic yards

Revive2Thrive: Infrastructure
Project Updates
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A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May

Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim
independence and

mobility with the
compact design
and long-lasting
battery of Inogen

One. Free
information kit!

Call 855-333-1888

OXYGEN

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!

LeafFilter, the
most advanced
debris-blocking

gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate

today. 15% off
Entire Purchase.

10% Senior &
Military Discounts.

Call 1-346-299-
9169

LEAF FILTER

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
MARKETING/SALES

PERSON

Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful but
not necessary. Possible to work from
home. Suitable for Part Time, or Full
Time. Commission plus. Send letter of
interest to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or
call 713-252-8000.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MANAGING
EDITOR

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.
Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest
to grafikstar@aol.com or call 713-
252-8000.

TRACTOR WORKTRACTOR WORKTRACTOR WORK

Tractor, Dozer and Backhoe Services

Call or text for Free Quote.

LONESTAR SITEWORKS
832-530-0054 10-4T

MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE
When you call these Advertisers, this

Newspaper receives a referral fee, whether you
purchase or not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.



Page 7THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2023 Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR

PET MATTERS
In Memory of

Susan Hoffman

✯

 June is National Pet Preparedness
Month

If You Are a Pet Owner, Make Sure to
Include Your Furry Friend in Your Emer-
gency Plans

HOUSTON – June is National Pet Pre-
paredness Month and a great time to
make sure you and your pets are ready
for emergencies. Harris County Pets
(HCP), resourced by Harris County Pub-
lic Health (HCPH), reminds everyone
that it is crucial to include pets in their
disaster plans.

Disasters and other unexpected emer-
gencies require readiness for every mem-
ber of the family, including pets. Pets
depend on their owners to keep them safe.
Please do not wait until the last minute
to prepare. Also, if you need to evacuate
your home during an emergency, never
leave your pets behind.

The following is a list of things you
should do to prepare your pet(s) for emer-
gencies:

    Ensure your pet can be identified
with a microchip or collar ID tag, and that
your contact information is up to date.

    Keep health/vaccination records in
a safe place and take copies of these if
you are leaving your home.

    Prepare a pet emergency supplies
kit that is readily accessible when need-
ed. Include toys, treats and bedding.

    Bring pets indoors at the first sign
or warning of a storm or disaster. Pets
can become disoriented and wander away

from home in a crisis.
    Learn where your pet likes to hide

in your house when frightened. Finding
your pet quickly will help you evacuate
faster.

    If you need to evacuate, take a pet
carrier or crate for transport and safe-
keeping.

    Identify a location to take your pet
if you need to leave your immediate area.
Keep in mind that disaster shelters for
people may not be open to pets. Find ho-
tels and motels with pet-friendly policies
and ask relatives or friends if they can
house you and your pet.

    Carry a picture of your pet in the
event of separation. (You can take a self-
ie of you and your pet together in advance
to help others identify you as the owner
if you need help finding them.)

For pet preparedness information and
o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s ,  v i s i t
w w w . C o u n t y P e t s . c o m  o r
www.hcphtx.org/vph.

###

Harris County Pets, resourced by Har-
ris County Public Health, provides vet-
erinary care and adoption services for
homeless pets, a pet medical clinic for the
public, responsible pet ownership educa-
tion, as well as animal control services
in unincorporated Harris County.

Visit our website, CountyPets.com,
and connect with us on Facebook and In-
stagram.

Include Your Furry Friend in
Your Emergency Plans

Dear Friend,
As hard as it is to believe, the 88th Regular Legislative Session has come to an

end. The laws made by this legislature will direct our state for the next two years
until we convene for the 89th Regular Legislative Session in January 2025. I am
proud to have passed several key pieces of legislation addressing various con-
cerns such as energy, government efficiency, and sexual assault prevention.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you in the Texas House of Representa-
tives. It has been and continues to be my pleasure to represent you. I look for-
ward to working on your behalf during the interim and in any upcoming special
sessions.

As always, my staff and I remain at your service. If you have any questions
about activities in the Capitol or in the District, or if you would like assistance
with an issue, please do not hesitate to call us at either (713) 675-8596 or (512)
463-0614.

Kind regards,
Ana Hernandez State Rep.

On May 5th, the Texas House passed Senate Bill 1002, the companion to my
HB 3508. This bill creates a framework that promotes both electric vehicle charg-
ing infrastructure investments by property and business owners and protects
ratepayers from subsidizing electric charging stations.

The last bill of the session for #TeamHernandez passed the House before the
midnight deadline. SB 2453, the companion to my House Bill 3312, will allow the
State Energy Conservation Office (SECO) to consider adopting the latest energy
efficient building codes, which will save consumers money and help reduce strain
on the electric grid. SB 2453 also ensures that any change in energy codes is cost-
effective and beneficial to consumers.

Several of my bills passed both chambers and were sent to the Gov-
ernor.

HB 1381 would improve government efficiency and save taxpayer funds by
providing cities the option to host just one public hearing for applications before
their zoning commission.

HB 1382 would improve government efficiency and reduce costs to taxpayers
by giving counties the option to conduct online auctions for private execution
sales.

HB 1964 would allow vehicle storage facilities to access motor vehicle accident
reports to expedite the vehicle recovery process and save storage costs for own-
ers.

HB 2016 would make individuals convicted of sexual assault or aggravated
sexual assault ineligible for licensure in the massage therapy industry.

HB 3712 would reinstate the industry practice allowing malt beverage dis-
tributors to provide samples to retailers before deciding to carry the beverage in
stores.

Galena Park Dog Park,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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