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Rotarians and the Public will compete for Prizes
this SATURDAY, Sept. 9 starting at 12 noon at
Charlie’s Ice House. Public Welcome to Play.

Rotary Washer Tournament
The Problem with School

Vouchers, Page 4
EPA halts negotiations on
Waste Pits North, Page 6

CHANNEL
CURRENTS

CHIC’s Stone fights pollution in Channelview
What is an ‘acceptable
cancer risk?’ Polluted
communities like
Channelview demand
protection

By Elena Bruess
Houston Landing

Most days, Carolyn
Stone, 62, will smell some-
thing like rotten vegeta-
bles mixed with antifreeze
and melted plastic in her
neighborhood. The scent
might come off the harbor
in front of her house, or
from down the street
where at least five moor-
ing and marine companies

line the block, or from the petrochemi-
cal plants just a few miles away. The
former firefighter is never certain of
the source, but one thing she knows
without a doubt: it can’t be healthy to
breathe.

In Channelview, a chemical cocktail
of smells wafts through the communi-
ty daily. Due to its proximity to the
Houston Ship Channel, the 42,000-per-
son town – which sits just east of Hous-
ton in unincorporated Harris County
– is home to some of the largest petro-
chemical facilities on the Gulf Coast,
as well as numerous barge and ship-
ping companies.

It is also one of the many communi-
ties in Houston impacted by a recent
proposal being considered by the Tex-

By Allan Jamail

Houston, TX. ~ October
5, 2023 at the GPISD sta-
dium head coach Willie
Gaston’s Eastside Boys
had their hands full for
four quarters with a tough
visiting Summer Creek
football team.

The Bulldogs took ad-
vantage of  Mustang’s
quarterback Kaleb Bailey’s
two turnovers, a pass in-
terception and a fumble
making two easy Touch-
downs (TD’s).  But later
Bailey made up for it with
his two running TD’s that
made the difference in
their 31 to 21 win giving
the Bulldogs their first loss
this season.

With the tightly contest-
ed game tied 21 -21 in the
fourth with 6:05 left on the
clock Mustang #6 Devin
Sanchez blocked a Bulldog
25 yard field goal attempt.
Bailey broke the tie on his
14 yard run TD taking the
lead 28 - 21. The NS de

MUSTANGS EDGE BULLDOGS 31-21

#4 Terrence Guillory scores a North Shore TD on a 61
yard Kaleb Bailey pass.
(Photo by Allan Jamail)

Continued. See MUSTANGS BEAT BULLDOGS, Page 2

By Allan Jamail

October 6, 2023 ~ GPISD
Stadium ~ The Galena Park
Yellow Jackets hosted and
lost to their district opponent
the Liberty County Dayton
ISD Broncos 55-13.

Head Coach Spiro Ama-
rantos had his Jackets taking
command of the game early
in the first quarter scoring
first leading 6-0. The Broncos
replied with a TD and extra
point to take the lead 7-6. The
Jackets scored next taking
the lead again13-6. The Bron-
cos came back with another
TD taking the lead back
again and for the rest of the
game 14-13.

The Jackets lost their
starting quarterback Daniel
Gomez with a hand injury
which affected their offense
by producing several fumbles
on the handoff exchanges
with their running backs.
The Jackets defense tired
from being on the field too of-
ten which Dayton took ad-
vantage of and began scoring

Yellow Jackets Lose to Broncos

Continued. See YELLOW JACKETS LOSE TO
BRONCOS, Page 2

#12 Daniel Gomez, Yellow Jackets quarterback runs
12 yards to score games first TD.
(Photo by Allan Jamail)

Continued. See NNO GATHERING
IN JACINTO CITY, Page 7

By Allan Jamail

October 3, 2023 ~ Ja-
cinto City citizens, Jacin-
to City Police Officers and
Precinct 2 Constable Jer-
ry Garcia and his depu-
ties came together on
America’s Official Na-
tional Night Out Against
Crime. The on and off
again rain could not stop
the community from com-
ing together as the na-
tional event intends for it
to do. National Night Out

JC National Night Out
A Crime Prevention Gathering in Jacinto City

One of many group photos of the NNO event at Los Mexicananos Refresqueria y Carwash, 1713 Holland Ave.
Jacinto City. Back Row L-R: Captain Chris Kritzler, Hector Salinas (JC Machine Shop owner), Lt. Marco Leal, Constable
Pct 2 Staff YADI Sosa, Constable Jerry Garcia, Aldo Hernandez (maroon shirt, Brothers owner), Captain Zedric
Guinn, Sgt. Paul Rodela, (Anali Gomez, front holding tote bag). Kneeling: Captain Marcus Anderson & Linda Jamail,
Community Liaison of Rep. Ana Hernandez office. Others: Evin Rivera, Abraham Sanchez, Belin Sanchez, Clarissa
Hernandez, Adrian Hernandez, Olivia Matus and María Luisa Peres, Diego Sanchez & Maria Hernandez.
(Photo by Allan Jamail)

(NNO) is a community-
police awareness-raising
event  in  the  United
States, held in Texas on
the first Tuesday in Oc-
tober.

“It was a well attend-
ed event and I could see
and feel the enthusiasm
in the crowd as they gath-
ered their hotdogs and re-
freshments to enjoy while
sitting on picnic tables
visiting with law enforce-
ment officers discussing
ways to prevent crime.

This is what NNO is sup-
pose to do, citizens hav-
i n g  o n e  o n  o n e
conversations with offic-
ers,” said Allan Jamail,
NC Star  Writer  and
former Police Chief and
Mayor who is one of the
four organizers.  The
event was held at 1713
Holland Ave. in Jacinto
City at the (Los Mexi-
cananos Refresqueria y

Continued. See CHANNELVIEW POLLUTION, Page 7

Carolyn Stone, CHIC (Channelview Health and Improvement Coalition) founder, at her home in
Channelview. (Photo by M. Kohut, HL)

Private Marcelino Serna
See story on Page 3

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

Thursday, Oct. 19 at
Stonebridge at Newport in
Crosby. Contact Matt Davis,
281-682-1703 to partici-
pate. 4 person Scramble.
Start 11am. Cost $125 per
player, includes lunch. Priz-
es for longest drive, closest
to pin, Hole in One $5000.

14th Annual
Mark Mulloy
Golf Tournament

North Channel Chamber
Annual Business EXPO and
Health Fair.

Thursday, November
2nd 10am to 2pm at Ar-
mentia’s Reception Hall,
823 Sheldon Road, Chan-
nelview.

A ‘Salute’ to Veterans
and First Responders. FREE
Admission. Prize for Best
Decorated Booth. Lunch
served 11:30am. $20 Lunch
Ticket.

RSVP to
ysenia@ncachamber.com,
or 713-450-3600.

North Channel
‘Salutes’ set for
Nov. 2nd

San Jacinto Pilot Club
will hold its annual BUNCO
NIGHT on Friday, October
13 starting at 6:00 pm.
Hampton Inn, 14120 Karissa
Court, Houston 77049.
Advance Tickets $25, at the
door $30.

Silent Auction, Wine Pull
and More.... Dinner, Drinks
and Desserts included.
Proceeds donated back to
o u r  c o m m u n i t y  f o r
scholarships and programs.

Pilot Club
Bunco Night
Oct. 13
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SHELDON ISD NEWS

Congratulations to the C.E. King High School Panther Band for an amazing show
performed at the Galena Park ISD Stadium on Saturday, September 30. The stadium
was filled with many Panther supporters for the band including the King High School
varsity football team.

At the September 29 football game at Panther Stadium, Sheldon ISD held its an-
nual Community Partner Night inviting business partners and Blue Card Members
to attend the game and watch from the Panther Zone at the end zone complex. Part-
ners were treated to dinner and an excellent view of the game. Sheldon ISD is grate-
ful for its instrumental partners and support with the community.

Sheldon Community Partner
Night hosts 50+

This year, for the first time
in district history, Sheldon
ISD added a practice audition
round to help students pre-
pare for the TMEA All-Region
Band audition process. On
Saturday, September 23, mid-
dle school band students from
King Middle School and Null
Middle School performed their
scales and audition music in
front of judges for feedback in
advance of October’s Middle
School All-Region auditions.
As part of that process, Shel-
don ISD awarded the top per-
formers with the distinction of
being named the All-Sheldon
ISD Honor Band. The first
honorees are:

Flutes - Alexandria Cardo-

25 Sheldon ISD middle school
students earn top band honors

na and Danna Gaviria of KMS
Oboe - Ramon Abrego of

KMS
Bassoon - Mariah Lambert

of NMS
Clarinets  -  Stephanie

Moctezuma-Ramirez and
Madielynn Hilton of NMS

Bass Clarinet - Sebastian
Varela of NMS

Alto Saxophones - King
Robinson, Mia Garcia, and
Aaron Davila of KMS

Baritone Saxophones - Eli-
jah Martinez of NMS and
Te’Jean Martin of KMS

Trumpets - Frank Garza
Jr. and Byron Cruz of NMS

F Horns - Lennin Gonzalez
and Ulises Ramirez of KMS

Trombones - Angel Maga-

na and Kaelyn Granados of
KMS

Euphonium -  Bernard
Boulden of KMS

Tubas - Lyonel Nambo of
NMS and Diego Rodriguez of
KMS

Percussion - Britton Ber-
nard, Emma Flores, and Bran-
don Sandoval of KMS

Congratulations to all 70
King Middle School and Null
Middle School Band students
who participated in this edu-
cational experience and to
these 25 students who earned
top honors.  King Middle
School and Null Middle School
students will compete in All-
Region auditions in late Octo-
ber.

Band and Football Unite in
School Spirit

On September 29, Sheldon Elementary hosted a car show supported by members
of the community with unique vehicles. The purpose of the car show was to incorpo-
rate real-world connections to math, literacy and careers. As students admired cars,
they collected data such as car colors, prices and mileage. After they left the car
show, they then applied the data to Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)
based activities.

Sheldon Elementary Hosts
Car Show for Students

Mustangs Beat Summer
Creek Bulldogs 31-21,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

fense shutdown the
Bulldogs offense for the
rest of the game. Kicker
Jonathan Soto hit a 22-
yard field goal to give the
Mustangs a cushion with
1:34 remaining 31 – 21.

North Shore (NS) re-
mains undefeated this sea-
son (6-0) and extended
their district winning
streak to 39 games. The
Bulldogs was the first

team this season to really
compete and test NS, the
other five teams they
played only mustered 39
points collectively while
NS scored 227 points.

NS TD scorers: #9 Kaleb
Bailey ~ 2 TD’s, #4 Ter-
rence Guillory ~ 1 TD, #8
Cameron Smith ~ 1 TD.
M u s t a n g ’ s  k i c k e r
Jonathan Soto kicked 4 ex-
tra points and a 3 point

field goal; he owns a per-
fect record with no misses
this season. Bailey was 10-
of-16 for 195 yards (63%),
throwing two TDs and one
interception while adding
two rushing TDs. Linda
Jamail statistician and
photographer.

The Mustangs travel to
play the Beaumont West
Brook Bruins Friday, Oc-
tober 13th at 7PM.

#3 Jordan Balderas senior Jacket
running back takes a pitchout and runs
over a Bronco defender for a big gain.
(Photo by Allan Jamail)

#6 Joshua Williams scores a Yellow
Jacket TD on a 41 yard run.(Photo by
Allan Jamail)

Yellow Jackets team captains. L-R: #73-Miguel Hermoso, #4-Isai Merian, #33-
Sebastian Bernal and #3-Jordan Balderas (Photo by Linda Jamail)

Yellow Jackets Lose to
Dayton Broncos 55-13,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

at will. Linda Jamail, statistician and photographer.
Galena Park takes their 3-3 record and travels to play the 3-3 Santa Fe Indians

Friday, October 13th at 7PM.

 Mustang’s #55 John Nealey junior
defensive lineman pressures Bulldogs
QB Blake Thomas from throwing an
accurate pass (see arrow). (Photo by
Allan Jamail)

CUTLINE: #9 Kaleb Bailey runs
for his second TD breaking the
fourth quarter tied game.( Photo
by Allan Jamail)

Eastside Boys Team Captains:  #77-Jakoby Isom, #43-Nicholas Goins, #18-Charles
Ross and #8-Cameron Smith (Photo by Linda Jamail)

In North Shore, nearly everyone reads the
NORTH CHANNEL STAR.

Your Hometown Newspaper.
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CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Call 713-266-3444 to Advertise
YOUR Business in this Directory.

5,000 readers Weekly

NORTH CHANNEL
BUSINESS DIRECTORY✃

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print Newspapers,
too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

Diamond Jim:
“What are
E t h i c a l
Diamonds?”

Diamond Jim:
“What are
E t h i c a l
Diamonds?”

Diamond Jim:
“What are
E t h i c a l

Diamonds?”

Diamond Jim:
“What are
E t h i c a l

Diamonds?”

I Love You

Some people will automatically ask how
can I love them if I do not know them.
Others will skip the column. And still

some others will read to find out what has been
on my mind this last week.  No matter which one
you are, know that I love you.

It seems like in the past few years, too many
people have focused on the differences and have
chosen to hate others. To me, it is just as easy to
love an unknown person as it is to hate them.

Over the past few months, some of you have
read my column and understand that there is a
special place for all of God’s children in my heart.
I have a very special place for the members of the
homeless community. I understand how easy it
would be to wake up one day and find yourself or
a loved one in their space.

Early in the week I received a phone call from a
former coworker. She has been battling cancer for
several years. She just buried her sister this
week. Her son was beaten and robbed on Sunday.
His bloody body was found on South Drive where
he had been left for dead. By the grace of God, he
was discovered by a neighbor, and he was trans-
ported to Ben Taub Hospital.  By the time my
friend arrived, her son was attached to more than
fifteen machines with tubes and wires running
throughout his body. I prayed with her and
reached out to others for prayer.

As the week went on, I spoke to some members
of the community who live in fear that it might be
them next. There is a growing fear among the
homeless that someone is out to kill them to get
them out of the area. There are parents and
grandparents who are praying for their children
as well as children praying for their parents. I
talked to some pastors, some firefighters, some
prayer warriors as well as retired teachers who
remembered the young man from his years in
Channelview ISD. I talked to former coworkers
who started praying and asking how they could
help. I talked to others who did not know him, yet
they were burdened for his family.

So, what can we do? We need to pray for
everyone. We do not know what battles they are
experiencing. We can smile. We can look people in
the eyes and listen to what they are saying.

But we must do more. During the upcoming
November Election there is a proposition to fund
the expansion of services being offered at LBJ
Hospital. These services expand the psychiatric
beds from eleven to one hundred. Anyone who has
ever experienced a mental health emergency for
themselves or a loved one will understand the
importance of this proposition passing. If Ameri-
cans treated mental illness with the same passion
that they do for cancer, we would have fewer
homeless, fewer incarcerated and fewer deaths. I
am asking you to vote for the proposition to show
what is in your heart for others. You do not need
to know them to love them, or to support this life-
saving proposition.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker.  Pineforest Jewelry has
been a proud member of the Independent Jewelers
Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers Organiza-
tion (RJO) for many years.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Ever wondered about the historical significance of wed-
ding bands, engagement rings, and their placement? While
Pineforest Jewelry offers a diverse range of exquisite en-
gagement rings, understanding the history and meaning
behind wearing them is equally important. Join us as we
delve into this timeless debate.

Origins and Traditions
From ancient cultures to contemporary times, the or-

der of wearing these rings varies. Traditionally, many be-
lieved in wearing the wedding band closer to the heart,
emphasizing its profound importance over the engagement
ring.

At Pineforest Jewelry, we understand that traditions
are just as important as the ring itself. This is why our
expert consultation services, backed by years of industry
knowledge, are always available to answer such queries.
You can even explore more on our “Ask Diamond Jim” blog
series, where our co-founder, Diamond Jim, shares insights
into such rich traditions.

Symbolism Behind the Placement
Engagement rings are a symbol of promise, while the

wedding ring signifies its fulfillment. Many choose to wear
the wedding ring below the engagement ring to signify that
the promise has been sealed and is now closer to the heart.
Whether you’re looking for an engagement ring or a wed-
ding band, Pineforest Jewelry offers pieces that perfectly
embody these sentiments.

Practicality and Comfort
Just as everyone has a unique love story, comfort levels

differ. Some designs and combinations sit better in a spe-
cific order. We pride ourselves in offering custom designs
tailored to individual preferences, ensuring the utmost
comfort and style.

Changing Trends and Personal Preferences
Today, many modern couples opt for what feels right to

them rather than following tradition. The beauty of it?
Pineforest Jewelry supports every unique choice. With a
range of stunning fashion jewelry alongside traditional
pieces, we ensure every couple finds their perfect match.

Wearing Rings Separately
Some individuals, for various reasons, wear their rings

separately. Maybe on different fingers or even hands. While
it’s essential to find what resonates with your style, re-
member our jewelry repair services are always here to en-
sure your precious pieces remain in pristine condition.

Fusion Rings: A Modern Take
Fusion rings, merging the engagement and wedding

bands, have gained traction lately. While it’s a fresh take
on the age-old tradition, Pineforest Jewelry is ever ready
to help you create your dream piece that reflects both com-
mitments seamlessly.

Consulting With a Jeweler
Emphasizing the importance of personalized service,

Pineforest Jewelry is committed to building strong rela-
tionships with clients. Always consider consulting with us
when deciding on ring placement or if the rings weren’t
designed as a set.

Conclusion
Choosing the placement of your rings is deeply person-

al. It’s about what resonates with you and the memories
attached to each piece. At Pineforest Jewelry, we always
prioritize your preferences and the significance each ring
holds for you.

We’d love to hear your stories! How do you wear your
rings? Share your thoughts, photos, and experiences with
us. And if you’re ever curious about jewelry, don’t hesitate
to Ask Diamond Jim on our blog!

Ready to explore exquisite jewelry that tells a story?
From engagement rings to unique pieces, Pineforest Jew-
elry has something for everyone. And to our esteemed first
responders and military personnel, we’re pleased to offer
a 10% discount on both online and in-store purchases as a
token of our gratitude.

Dive in, create your dream piece, and let us be a part of
your journey.

Diamond Jim: “The
Engagement

ring is the
promise.. the

wedding band is the
fulfillment?”

By Allan Jamail

October 10, 2023 Rac-
ism rears its head some-
t i m e s  i n  t h e  m o s t
unexpected places as it did
in our nation’s military in
World War I. Racism still
exists everywhere in our
society… it’s intertwined
in businesses, govern-
ments, churches, schools,
youth and adult sports.

The FBI Director Chris-
topher Wray recently said
White Supremacy is the
biggest domestic terror
threat. He says Neo-Na-
zism comprises the post–
World War II militant,
social, and political move-
ments that seek to revive
and reinstate Nazi ideolo-
gy. Neo-Nazis employ their
ideology to promote hatred
and racial supremacy (of-
ten white supremacy), to
attack racial and ethnic
minorities.

There are two forms of
race discrimination, one is
xenophobia, and it’s the
fear and hatred of strang-
ers or foreigners, whereas
racism has a broader
meaning, including “a be-
lief that racial differences
produce the inherent supe-
riority of a particular
race.” Although they are
similar, they are different
enough that it is possible
for one to be both xenopho-
bic and racist.

NC Star writer Allan
Jamail said, “my article is
to give due honor to Mar-
celino Serna a Hispanic
War Hero who had been
denied his war medals be-
cause of racism that exist-
ed in some of our military
agencies during and after
the war with Germany. I
have fought racism all my
life and when serving as
Mayor I made sure the city
departments hired and
promoted deserving em-
ployees regardless of their
Race.”

Serna was told by an of-
ficer that a “‘buck’ private”
was not eligible for the
Medal of Honor, and that
he could not be promoted
because he did not know
enough English.

Serna was born in the
city of Chihuahua, in the
Mexican state of Chihua-
hua, to a poor family. In
1916, when he was 20
years old, Serna decided to
enter the United States by
crossing the Rio Grande
and going to El Paso, Tex-
as, in search of a job and a
better way of life. Serna
did not speak English and
he was only able to find
low-paying jobs. He soon
found himself working as
a farm hand in a sugar
beet field in Denver, Colo-
rado.

The United States de-
clared war on Germany on
April 6, 1917. Serna was
with a group of men in
Denver  when  he  was
picked up by federal offi-
cials. He faced the possibil-
ity of being deported, but
before that could happen;
he volunteered to serve in
the Army.

After his basic training,
Serna was sent overseas
and assigned to Company
B, 355th Infantry Regi-
ment, 89th Division. When
the Army realized that he
was a Mexican national, he
was offered a discharge.
Serna, however, chose to
stay with his new friends.

Serna’s unit was or-
dered to advance towards
the Meuse River and Ar-
gonne Forest in France.
When his unit arrived at
Saint-Mihiel, they encoun-
tered a German machine
gunner who kil led 12
American soldiers. Serna
crawled up to the machine
gunner’s left flank. Even
though his helmet was hit
twice by bullets, Serna was
able to get close enough to
throw four grenades into
the nest. Eight Germans
surrendered and the rest
were dead.

On September 12, 1918,
in another battle location
Serna’s unit was engaged

Racism Delayed
Texan’s Medal of
Honor,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

in  combat  ins ide  the
Meuse-Argonne region
when he spotted a German
sniper and wounded him
with his Enfield rifle. Ser-
na followed the wounded
soldier to a trench. He
threw three grenades into
the trench, which resulted
in the death of 26 enemy
soldiers and the capture of
24. “The Distinguished
Service Cross was present-
ed to Marcelino Serna, Pri-
va te ,  U .S .  Army ,  f o r
extraordinary heroism in
action near Flirey, France.
Private Serna displayed
exceptional coolness and
courage in single handed
charging and capturing
German soldiers.

Serna was wounded in
both of his legs by sniper
fire, four days before the
Armistice. During his re-
covery, General John J.
Pershing, Commander-in-
Chief of the American Ex-
peditionary Forces, pinned
on his chest the Distin-
guished Service Cross, the
second highest military
decoration of the United
States Army but he was
still denied the highest
medal, The Medal of Hon-
or because he was just a
private and couldn’t speak
good English.

Serna returned to the
U.S. as the most decorat-
ed soldier from Texas and
was discharged at Camp
Bowie, Texas in May 1919.
In 1924, Serna became a
United States citizen and
soon after he married and
settled down in El Paso,
Texas. He went to work at
the Peyton Packing Com-
pany. In 1960, he retired
as a plumber from William
Beaumont Hospital. On
February 29, 1992, Mar-
celino Serna died at the
age of 95. He was buried
with full military honors at
Fort Bliss National Ceme-
tery, of El Paso, Texas.

On September 29, 2016,
the United States desig-
nated the Customs and
Border Protection Port of
Entry in Tornillo, Texas,
as the “Marcelino Serna
Port of Entry.”

Af ter  h i s  death  on
March 2, 2022, Serna was
awarded the Texas Legis-
lative Medal of Honor for
his brave actions on Sep-
tember 12, 1918 after it
was determined he’d been
discriminated against re-
ceiving it.

P r e s i d e n t  B a r a c k
Obama in 2015 recognized
that racism in the military
denied lots of Hispanics,
Blacks, Jews and other
minorities their medals of
heroism, so 100 years lat-
er he gave the families
their war medals.

Among Serna’s many
military decorations
are the following some
of which he was no
longer alive to get them
for himself :  Distin-
guished Service Cross,
Purple Heart with oak
leaf cluster, World War
I Victory Medal, French
Croix de Guerre with
P a l m  ( 2 )  ( F r a n c e ) ,
French Médaille mili-
taire (France), Croce al
Merito di Guerra (Ita-
ly), French Commemo-
rative Medal (France),
1914–1918 Inter-Allied
Victory medal (France)
(France),  St.  Mihiel
Medal (France), Verdun
Medal (France) and
Texas Legislative Med-
al of Honor (2022).

Marcelino Serna
April 26, 1896 – February
29, 1992
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✯      O P I N I O N    P A G E    ✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

The Problem with
School Vouchers

Once again, the Texas leadership is trying to
divert taxpayer dollars for public education to
private schools. They are calling it “school
choice,” but it is really another voucher program
that the Legislature has rejected for nearly two
decades. I have always and will continue to
oppose school vouchers and advocate for fully
funding our public education system, which
includes increasing the basic allotment per
student for public education and teacher pay
raises.

Historically, vouchers and private schools
were utilized to sidestep the U.S. Supreme
Court’s 1954 order to integrate public education.
Many fear that taxpayer-funded vouchers may
become the catalyst for the state of Texas to
revisit that dark history. Additionally, there are
several issues and concerns that families who
reside within historically underserved communi-
ties face that make vouchers dangerous to neigh-
borhood schools.

Taxpayer-funded vouchers will not be accessi-
ble to the majority of poor and middle-class
students and families. Private schools have no
legal requirement or obligation to enroll any
student, including a student with a taxpayer-
funded voucher. Admission choices will belong
solely to these schools, not the parents. For
example, private schools typically do not admit
students with special education needs because
they are not prepared to provide those essential
and vital services.

Private schools will not be affordable to the
majority of poor to middle-class students and
their families, even with vouchers. Tuition at
many private schools in Houston can often be as
high as $30,000 per year. If a taxpayer-funded
voucher is valued at $8,000 to $10,000, how does
that affect the school choice opportunity for a
student from a poor or middle-income working-
class family?

Taxpayer-funded vouchers will take tax
dollars from everyone’s underfunded public
school. The reality is that the vast majority of
Texas students will remain in public schools,
where the per-student funding is already more
than $4,000 below the national average. Within a
few years, as much as $1 billion could likely be
diverted from our public schools.

Providing a high-quality public education
should always be a priority in a state as large and
diverse as Texas. At times, that task may be
challenging. But as leaders, we must stay com-
mitted to providing quality, affordable and
sustainable public education options for all
Texans, especially those with modest means who
may not have any other options.

Thank you again for allowing me to serve as
your Texas State Senator for District 13. If you
need assistance navigating the local, state, or
federal agencies of government, do not hesitate to
contact one of my offices. We are here to serve
you!

Keep the Faith, Keep the Fight!
Borris L. Miles
Texas State Senator
District 13

OPINION
State Sen. Borris Miles

✯

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not necessarily
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My Story
I’ve been thinking about

forgiveness.
A lot has been said on the

subject by people a lot
smarter than I, so I don’t
have anything valuable to
add to the discussion at
large, but I’ve been thinking
of how it affects me, and
what a powerful thing it is.

I’ve had very little to for-
give compared to most peo-
ple. People have always been
kind to me. I am always as-
tonished by how kind people
have been—for no reason. As
a young person, I received
help and advice from strang-
ers at every turn.

As I got older, I lived in
different places and contin-
ued to meet a wide variety
of people from different cul-
tures, with different experi-
ences, and time after time,
people were kind to me when
they had no reason to be.
They were kind because it
was who they were.

But very occasionally, I’ve
been treated poorly. It usu-
ally takes me a long time to
even realize it. I always as-
sume I have made some
dreadful mistake and, as
soon as that is cleared up,
their behavior will change.

When it turns out I am
wrong—that no change on
my part will change them in
the slightest way—then I
tend to get very hurt. Prob-
ably because I am so spoiled
by the kindness of others,
this less-than-charitable be-
havior strikes me to the core.

A few months back, I
wrote a column about a
friend who hurt my feelings.
He had written a long essay
and quoted my column about
finding beauty in unexpect-
ed places. He accused me of
being an idealist, someone
who would rationalize mass
shootings and natural disas-
ters. He said I’d go “looking
for a pony in a pile of horse
poop.” He urged his readers
not to be like me. It made me
feel awful.

I wondered what I had
done to cause him to write
such a mean-spirited thing
about me, and (as usual) I
got very hurt.

But then I did something
new. I gathered those feel-
ings, and I did something
with them. I took his point
of view, and I wrote a story
about a man who believed as
my friend did. I tried to
imagine what might happen
to that man that could cause
him to change his mind.

Writing that story put me
inside this friend’s head in
a way I had never been be-
fore. He annoyed me, but he
also touched me, and I came
to appreciate him in a new
way—even if he was only a
fictional character.

And this is my new idea
about forgiveness.

Sometimes—most of the
time—I can never know
what causes people to say
hurtful things. I don’t know
why friends betray me or
strangers curse at me on the
street. These things have
happened and will probably
happen again.

My new idea is to make
up a story.

My story will give that
person a reason to be so hurt
or angry that they would do
these things. My story will
help me to empathize with
them, even though I know
my story is fiction. Because
even without a made-up sto-
ry, I will make assumptions
about why that person was
unkind, and those assump-
tions will almost certainly be
fiction—I will just imagine
they are true. So I might as
well make up a better story,
a more compassionate story.

Yesterday, I wrote a note
to this friend who had been
unkind. I thanked him for
the inspiration. He had no
recollection of what he had
written.

And that might just be
the best part of the story.

Till next time,Carrie
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Texas employment at historic
high, but joblessness rate is up
TEXAS EMPLOYMENT AT
HISTORIC HIGH, BUT
JOBLESS RATE IS UP

For the 30th consecutive
month Texas showed job
growth, reaching just under
14 million jobs and outpacing
the nation in its annual rate
of employment growth, ac-
cording to the Texas Work-
force Commission.

“Our world-class Texas
workforce has grown by more
than 400,000 jobs over the
last year, thanks largely to
the energizing job creation by
our private-sector employ-
ers,” said TWC commissioner
Aaron Demerson. “This con-
tinued growth highlights
TWC’s unwavering commit-
ment to fostering collabora-
t i o n  a n d  b u i l d i n g
partnerships with Texas em-
ployers across the state.”

At the same time, the
state’s unemployment rate is
tied for fifth-worst in the
country at 4.1%, which is be-
low the national average of
3.8%, the Texas Tribune re-
ported. The jobless rate still
has not returned to pre-pan-
demic levels, according to
data from the Federal Re-
serve Bank of Dallas.

The higher jobless rate re-
flects a growing labor force
due to increased population
growth and fewer workers
leaving the state, according to
economic experts.

“Very tight labor markets,
like what we’ve seen at the
national level, are actually
detrimental to matching
workers to jobs because it’s so
hard for employers to hire,”
said Pia Orrenius, with the
Dallas Federal Reserve office.

HEGAR: TEXAS ECONOMY
CHUGGING ALONG

Comptroller Glenn Hegar
says lawmakers are likely to
have billions of dollars more
than anticipated to spend as
they go into another special
session, The Dallas Morning
News reported. However,
though he has increased his
revenue projection for the
state by nearly $5 billion over
earlier projections, he warns
that there are “dangers to the
economic outlook.”

Hegar said his economic
outlook does not assume a re-
cession is imminent, but that
possibility is “very real.” His
current forecast indicates the

state will finish the two-year
budget cycle with $18.5 bil-
lion in unspent discretionary
funds.

Lawmakers entered their
third special session on Mon-
day to consider Gov. Greg Ab-
bott’s proposal for school
choice, widely known as
vouchers, and increased bor-
der security. Other topics
may be added later.

ERCOT SEEKING TO
REGULATE NEW
INDUSTRIAL CONSUMERS

The Electric Reliability
Council of Texas is seeking to
require large electric consum-
ers to get its approval before
connecting to its grid, The
News reported. Opponents of
the proposal say it is unprec-
edented and could damage
the state’s ability to attract
large new businesses to the
state.

Under ERCOT’s proposal,
any new facility that con-
sumes an average peak of 75
megawatts would need its OK
before getting power from the
grid. That is enough electric-
ity to power 15,000 homes, ac-
cording to The News.

The proposed regulation,
which is months away from
final approval, comes due to
the influx of large data cen-
ters, including cryptocurren-
cy mining facilities that
gobble up electricity from a
grid that has become increas-
ingly strained during both
winter storms such as Uri in
2021 and last summer’s in-
tense heat wave.

Cryptominers and data
centers differ from tradition-
al power users in that they
can turn power on and off al-
most immediately to take ad-
vantage of fluctuations in
power prices. Some crypto

centers made millions of dol-
lars over the summer by vol-
untarily cutting usage when
the grid is approaching peak
levels.

“Many large loads that
have connected to the system
within the past two years are
capable of going from full con-
sumption to no consumption
(or the reverse) in five min-
utes or less,” ERCOT spokes-
woman Trudi Webster said in
an email to The News.

HISTORIC FUNDING FOR
TEXAS SEAPORTS

The Texas Transportation
Commission has approved
$200 million for Texas sea-
ports, the first funding of its
kind in the state. The fund-
ing comes from a bill passed
in the last full legislative ses-
sion and is intended for port
development and infrastruc-
ture projects.

The funding goes toward
31 projects recommended by
the Port Authority Advisory
Committee, a nine-member
body that represents the Tex-
as port industry.

“Texas ports are a crucial
link in the supply chain,” said
Texas Transportation Com-
missioner Steven Alvis. “With
the expansion of the Panama
Canal, and under the gover-
nor’s direction, improving
these port facilities along the
Texas Gulf Coast helps sup-
port this key economic driver
for our state and the nation.”

The state has two of the
three largest ports in the
country based on tonnage and
drive $450 billion in econom-
ic activity annually, according
to TxDOT.

DSHS RECOMMENDS
GETTING FLU VACCINES

All eligible Texans are
urged by the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Servic-
es to get a flu shot as soon as
possible. It takes about two
weeks for the vaccination to
be effective, experts say.

“Seasonal influenza pre-
sents a real public health
threat to Texans, and immu-
nization remains our best de-
fense against serious flu
illness,” said DSHS Commis-
sioner Jennifer Shuford.

It is also both possible and
safe to get a flu vaccine and
an updated COVID-19 vac-
cine at the same time if one
is due for both.

Approximately 36,000
Americans die each year from
flu-related illness, according
to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

TWO SOLAR ECLIPSES ON THE
HORIZON FOR TEXANS

There are two solar eclips-
es coming up over Texas skies
in the next six months, the
Texas Standard reported, the
first in less than a week. The
“ring of fire” solar eclipse ar-
rives on Oct. 14 when a halo
of light will be visible around
the moon but should be
viewed through solar eclipse
glasses.

Depending on cloud condi-
tions, the annular — Latin for
ring — eclipse will be visible
in Texas about noon, prima-
rily in the Hill Country and
around San Antonio. The to-
tal eclipse will occur on April
8 of next year starting at 1:30
p.m., along a line in Texas
from Del Rio to Texarkana.
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Aggies face big test at Houston
had one heck of a day two weeks
ago. The Astros completed a
sweep of the Arizona Diamond-
backs and thanks to Seattle’s 1-0
win over the Texas Rangers on
that same day, Houston’s Local
Nine wrapped up the American
League West Division. It was a
great road trip for Dusty Baker’s
team as they won five of their last
six games to win their third straight
division crown.

While the Astros were doing
their thing in the desert, the
Houston Texans were overwhelm-
ing the Pittsburgh Steelers at NRG
Stadium, 30-6, on the day the team
inducted star defensive end J.J.
Watt into its Ring of Honor.

Let’s hope the Astros have one
more run in them as they look to
win a second straight World Series
title. It won’t be easy, but at least
we get to enjoy the ride.

The Texans have been one of
the surprise teams thus far in the
NFL. After losing their first two
games, DeMeco Ryan’s team has
run off two convincing victories (37-
17 at Jacksonville and 30-6 at
home against the Steelers).

This Sunday, Houston hosts
New Orleans at noon in NRG
Stadium. The Saints are struggling
on offense as former Raider Derek
Carr is the new man under center.
NO did get back all-purpose
running back Alvin Kamara back
after he served a three-game
suspension, which should help
Carr and the offense. The Texans
have received stellar play from
rookie QB C.J. Stroud, who in his
first four games as a pro has yet to
throw an interception, while tossing
six touchdown passes.

Other interesting games on tap
in the NFL this weekend has the
Detroit Lions visiting the surprising
Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Two
weeks ago, Detroit dominated the
Packers in Green Bay and left with
a 34-20 win, while the Bucs won at
New Orleans, 26-9 to take over
sole possession of first place in the

NFC South.
The Cowboys rebounded from

their embarrassing loss at Arizona
in Week 3 with a 38-3 stomping of
the New England Patriots, handing
head coach Bill Belichick his worst
loss as an NFL head coach. This
week, the Cowboys travel to Los
Angeles to take on the Chargers on
Monday Night Football.

In the college game, Jimbo
Fisher and his Texas A&M Aggies
face a tough road test when they
take on Tennessee in Knoxville.
This will be a good test for the
Aggies who looked solid in their 34-
22 win over Arkansas two weeks
ago. A&M has a ton of weapons on
offense and will need every one of
them when they take on the Vols
on Saturday.

There are two big games on tap
this weekend at No. 8-ranked
Oregon visits No. 7-ranked
Washington in a key Pac 12 battle,
while No. 9-ranked USC visits No.
10-ranked Notre Dame in prime
time on NBC.

Before we take a look at this
weekend’s games, let’s review last
week’s record. An 8-4 record (best
of the season) brought the season
record to 28-22 (56%). Now, onto
this weekend’s games.

NCAA

Texas A&M at Tennessee:
Jimbo Fisher’s Aggies travel to
Knoxville to take on the Vols in
what should be a key game for
both teams in SEC play. The
Aggies are in the hunt in the SEC

West, while the Vols look to
contend with Georgia in the SEC
East. Two weeks ago, the Ags had
a workman like performance
against Arkansas and left AT&T
Stadium in Arlington with a 34-22
win. Backup QB Max Johnson (436
yards, 6 TDs) has filled in nicely for
injured starter Conner Weigman.
He has a load of talent on offense
to help him out in running back
Le’Von Moss (276 yards, 2 TDs)
and Amari Daniels (270 yards, 2
TDs) and big-play wide receivers
Evan Stewart (24 receptions, 357
yards, 4 TDs) and Ainias Smith (22
receptions, 343 yards, plus an 80-
yard punt return for a TD against
the Hogs. Tennessee is lethal on
offense as well with QB Joe Milton
III (1,164 yards, 9 TDs), running
back Jaylan Wright (435 yards, 1
TD) and wide receiver Squirrel
White (26 receptions, 276 yards).
This should be a high scoring
game and look for the Vols to make
one or two more plays than the
Aggies do to pull it out. My pick,
Tennessee 37, Texas A&M 34

Oregon at Washington: This
should be another offensive
shootout as No. 8-ranked Oregon
visits No. 7-ranked Washington. In
its first five games, Oregon has
averaged 51.6 points per game,
while the Huskies have averaged
46 points per game. I don’t think
there will be a lot of defense played
in this game. Oregon is led by QB
Bo Nix (1,459 yards, 15 TDs),
running back Bucky Irving (393
yards, 4 TDs) and wide receiver
Troy Franklin (32 receptions, 535
yards, 7 TDs). Washington has a
pretty fair signal caller of their own

in left-handed thrower Michael
Penix (1,999 yards, 16 TDs). Penix
has three quality wideouts to throw
to in Rome Odunza (32 receptions,
608 yards, 4 TDs), Ja’Lynn Polk
(26 receptions, 468 yards, 4 TDs)
and Jalen McMillan (20 receptions,
311 yards, 3 TDs). Look for those
three to wear out the Oregon
secondary as the Huskie pick up a
big conference win. My pick,
Washington 38, Oregon 35

USC at Notre Dame: No. 9-
ranked USC travels to the Midwest
to take on No. 10-ranked Notre
Dame in one of the most storied
intersectional rivalries in college
football. USC QB Caleb Williams
(1,603 yards, 21 TDs) could very
well be the No. 1 overall pick in the
2024 NFL draft and he has a host
of weapons that will test the Irish
defense in running back Marshawn
Lloyd (433 yards, 3 TDs) and wide
receivers Tahj Washington (18
receptions, 395 yards, 5 TDs) and
Brendan Rice (17 receptions, 335
yards, 7 TDs). ND has a solid QB
in Sam Hartman (1,458 yards, 14
TDs) and one of the best tight ends
in the country in Mitchell Evans (18
receptions, 272 yards). They also
have a solid running back in Audric
Estime (672 yards, 7 TDs). Look
for Notre Dame to give Estime
plenty of work to work the clock
and keep Williams off the field.
USC is potent on offense, but it’s
defense is suspect. If ND can get
an early lead and work the clock,
Marcus Freeman could earn the
biggest win of his young head
coaching career. Playing at home
under the lights will also be a huge
plus for the Irish. My pick, Notre
Dame 33, USC 31

NFL

San Francisco at Cleveland:
The 49ers potent offense takes on
one of the league’s top defenses
when these two meet in Cleveland
on Sunday afternoon. The Browns
will have their hands full with SF
running back Christian McCaffrey
(455 yards, 7 total TDs), QB Brock
Purdy (1,019 yards, 5 TDs) and
wide receiver Brandon Aiyuk (17
receptions, 320 yards, 2 TDs). The
Browns will need a big day from
defensive end Myles Garrett (5.5
sacks in his first four games) to

slow down McCaffrey. Cleveland
should have starting QB Deshaun
Watson (675 yards, 4 TDs) back
after he missed the Browns loss to
Baltimore two weeks ago with a
shoulder injury. Look for the 49ers
to continue to roll as they take care
of the Browns on Sunday. My pick,
San Francisco 26, Cleveland 20

Detroit at Tampa Bay: The
Lions travel to Florida to take on
the Bucs in a meeting between two
of the more surprising teams thus
far in the 2023 NFL season. Two
weeks ago, Detroit improved to 3-1
with a convincing 34-20 win at
Green Bay, while the Bucs also
improved to 3-1 with a 26-9
thumping of the Saints in New
Orelans. Detroit is led by QB Jared
Goff (1,029 yards, 6 TDs), running
back David Montgomery (262
yards, 5 TDs) and wide receiver
Amon-Ra St. Brown (26 receptions,
331 yards, 2 TDs) and a stout
defense led by defensive end
Aidan Hutchison (3.5 sacks in his
first four games). TB has gotten
solid play from journeyman QB
Baker Mayfield (882 yards, 7 TDs)
and big plays from wide receiver
Mike Evans (20 receptions, 337
yards, 3 TDs). Evans injured his
hamstring in the Saints win and he
might not be available for this
game. That would be a big blow to
the TB offense. Look for the Lions
to pick up another big road win as
they look to take command of the
NFC North Division. My pick,
Detroit 24, Tampa Bay 20

New Orleans at Houston: The
Texans will look for another home
when they host the Saints on
Sunday at NRG Stadium. Two
weeks ago, rookie QB C.J. Stroud
(1,212 yards, 6 TDs) passed for
306 yards and two touchdowns in
the Texans’ 30-6 route of the
Steelers. In his first four games,
Stroud has yet to throw an
interception and seems to have
made a strong connection with
wide receivers Nico Collins (22
receptions, 428 yards, 3 TDs) and
Tank Dell (16 receptions, 267
yards, 2 TDs). The Saints split their
first four games with Derek Carr
(763 yards, 2 TDs) as their new
QB. Running back Alvin Kamara is
back after serving a three-game
suspension and his return should
help the Saints offense. Look for
another solid day from Stroud as

the Texans pick up another win
that should put them squarely in
the hunt in the AFC South race. My
pick, Houston 26, New Orleans 20

New York Giants at Buffalo: I
wish the NFL would flex this game
because I think we’ve seen enough
of the Giants in prime time. After
opening the season with a 40-0
loss on Sunday Night Football to
the Cowboys, they lost 24-3 on
Monday Night Football two weeks
ago as Seattle recorded 11 sacks
against the hapless Giants. It could
be another long night for them
when they face a Buffalo team that
rolled previously undefeated Miami
48-20 two weeks ago. Now, the
Bills will be coming off a game in
London and could be fatigued, but
even a tired Josh Allen (1,048
passing yards, 9 TDs/106 rushing
yards, 2 TDs) and Stefon Diggs (31
receptions, 399 yards, 4 TDs)
should have enough left in the tank
to take down their in-state rivals.
My pick, Buffalo 33, New York
Giants 16

Dallas at Los Angeles
Chargers: The Cowboys take on
the Chargers on Monday Night
Football to close out Week 6. Two
weeks ago, Dallas embarrassed
New England 38-3 as the defense
recorded two more touchdowns (a
fumble recovery and a pick six).
The offense did just enough behind
QB Dak Prescott (908 yards, 4
TDs) to get the job done. Look for
the Cowboys to try and get running
back Tony Pollard (311 yards, 2
TDs) going against a very decent
Chargers defense. If the running
game gets going, that should open
up things for Prescott to make
some plays with wide receiver
CeeDee Lamb (23 receptions, 309
yards, 1 TD). The Chargers had a
week off to rest up for this one and
should have running back Austin
Ekeler back. Ekeler has not played
since Week 1 after he injured his
ankle. Speaking of injuries, QB
Justin Herbert (1,106 yards, 7 TDs)
suffered an injury to his non-
throwing hand two weeks ago, but
should be ready for this prime time
matchup. He and wide receiver
Keenan Allen (35 receptions, 434
yards, 3 TDs) have been hot thus
far. This should be a fun game to
watch, with the Dallas defense (14
sacks in first four games) being the
difference maker. My pick, Dallas
26, Los Angeles Chargers 17

SEASON FOOTBALL WEEK 7

Aggies face big test at Tennessee: Texans
look for another home win against Saints

EPA Stops Negotiations on Waste Pits North Site
By Jackie Medcalf
THEA Director

HIGHLANDS – The EPA has
announced it is not going to wait
for the companies responsible for
the San Jacinto Waste Pits Super-
fund Site any longer. The agency
wrote in a letter to the companies
that it will no longer negotiate with
the responsible parties for an in-
dependent review of the remedia-
tion plan.

Here’s THEA’s Analysis Of  The
Decision

The EPA announcement in-
volves the remediation plan for the
Northern Pit. For nearly a year,

there has been no progress on the
project. The EPA wanted the com-
panies responsible for the contam-
ination, International Paper and
McGinnes Industrial Maintenance
Corporation/Waste Management to
hire a third party to review the
plan. However, after months of de-
lay, the agency and the companies
still hadn’t agreed on the require-
ments for the independent contrac-
tor, including how to make sure
there were no conflict of interest
problems between the third party
and the responsible companies. So,
the EPA called off thenegotiations
and said it is considering conduct-
ing its own engineering review

without asking the companies for
any input.

In a letter to the companies, the
EPA says it won’t wait any longer
and is taking charge. The agency
says it will decide what to do next
on the cleanup without consulting
the companies.

Why is this important?
The companies responsible for

Superfund Sites are required to pay
for the site cleanup and the govern-
ment tries to let the companies
manage the remediation process
under the EPA’s watchful eye.
However, under the law, if the EPA
decides that the companies respon-
sible for a Superfund Site are not

cooperating, it has the power to
take over the cleanup process and
force the companies to pay any ex-
penses. It is a power that the EPA
only uses rarely and only after
making every effort to allow the
companies to do the right thing. By
taking the lead in this step of the
process, the EPA is moving in the
right direction.

Background
Last year, the EPA told the re-

sponsible parties to finalize a plan
to fully remove the contaminated
material, including dioxin, from the
Northern Pit. International Paper
and McGinnes said that wasn’t fea-
sible. The companies want to cap a

portion of the material and leave
it in the river. The EPA called for
what is called an “Independent De-
sign Review” (IDR), meaning an
unbiased outside engineering firm
would evaluate technical design
challenges.

In its letter, the EPA said,
“Nine months later, however, the
IDR has not started, and the par-
ties have not even agreed on a pro-
tocol on how to conduct it.”  The
letter says that International Pa-
per and McGinnes’ approach ap-
pears to make it “difficult, and
potentially impossible…to develop
and conduct a mutually acceptable”
review.

The letter ends by saying that,
instead of allowing the companies’
approach to delay the process any-
more, “The EPA will determine its
next steps for the RD and inform
Respondents accordingly.”

Bottom Line
This is an important and much

needed step in protecting the
health of the communities along
the San Jacinto River and the
health of the San Jacinto River and
Galveston Bay Estuary. THEA ap-
plauds the EPA for sending the
message, International Paper
a n d  M c G i n n e s / W a s t e
M a n a g e m e n t … E n o u g h  I s
Enough!
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as Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality.

The state agency exam-
ines cancer risks in any
given community exposed
to a pollutant. TCEQ uses
this risk standard to help
decide on permits, rules,
and regulations that af-
fect how much pollution
can be released near
neighborhoods.

In the past, there was
no formal process for Tex-
ans to have a say in how
these risks were calculat-
ed. But the Texas Sunset
Commission – a legisla-
tive agency that reviews
state agencies – is now
recommending the TCEQ
reevaluate its cancer risk
model with public input.
Residents such as Stone
will have a chance to ask
for more protective mea-
sures when it comes to
these pollutants in the
community, by sending in
comments.

Texas residents have
until Oct. 3 to submit com-
ments on the TCEQ web-
site.  The agency will then
evaluate these comments
and concerns and decide
whether to keep the can-
cer-risk standard the
same or change it.

Current standard
Currently, the TCEQ

analyzes cancer risk in a
community by determin-
ing, out of every 100,000
people,  how many may
develop cancer after being
continuously exposed to a
pollutant.

Many environmental-
ists and residents believe
the standard isn’t protec-
tive enough. Jennifer Ha-
dayia ,  the  execut ive
director of Air Alliance
Houston, a nonprofit en-
vironmental advocacy
agency, said she had no
clue about TCEQ’s stan-
dard reconsideration and
the public comment peri-
od until recently. But now
that she does, there’s a lot
to comment on.

“There are serious
problems with the stan-
dard, so we are preparing
our official comments
now,” Hadayia said. “We
know that a vast majori-
ty of hazardous air pollut-
ants  that  the  TCEQ
regulates have a connec-
tion to cancer. And we
think this standard could
be even more protective
than it is right now.”

Environmentalists like
Hadayia are concerned,
for example, about the
standard’s silence when it
comes to measuring the
cumulative impact creat-
ed by pollution emitted
from multiple facilities.
As it stands now, the stan-
dard only focuses on long-
t e r m  e x p o s u r e  a n d
evaluates  indiv idual
chemicals emitted from a
particular facility, instead
of looking at the cumula-
tive effect from all the fa-
cilities.

In a statement to the
Houston Landing, the
TCEQ said its acceptable
lifetime excess cancer-
risk range “allows for po-
t e n t i a l  c u m u l a t i v e
exposure to multiple car-
cinogens” when they come
from one source. Howev-
er, the TCEQ will only
regulate stationary facili-
ties, such as power plants
or refineries, and it will
also only evaluate one
source’s emissions at a
time, rather than address
the impact of all pollut-
ants at once.

Petrochemical plants in
Channelview, Texas on
September 26, 2023. The
TCEQ is currently consid-
ering a proposal over the
establishment of an ac-
ceptable level of cancer
risk from industry pollut-
ants which would deter-
mine how air and water
and other factors are reg-
ulated. Environmental-
ists have several issues
with this new proposal.
The period for public com-
ment ends Oct. 3. (Me-

ridith Kohut for Houston
Landing)

 C a r o l y n  S t o n e ,
founder of Channelview
Health and Improvement
Coalition, gives visiting
journalists a tour on Sep-
tember 26, 2023 of the in-
dustry around her home
in Channelview. She is
concerned about cancer
risk for her family and
neighbors, and potential
chemical explosions from
the petrochemical indus-
try that has significantly
expanded around her
home since she moved
there in the 1980s. (Me-
ridith Kohut for Houston
Landing)

The Ksolv Channel-
view terminal is down the
street from where Carolyn
Stone lives. She is con-
cerned about cancer risk
for her family and neigh-
bors, and potential chem-
ical explosions from the
petrochemical industry
that has significantly ex-
panded around her home
since she moved there in
the 1980s. (Meridith Ko-
hut for Houston Landing)

Posted signs to not eat
fish or crabs caught along
the contaminated shore of
a public park where chem-
ical tankers moor nearby
in Channelview. on Sep-
tember 26, 2023. (Me-
ridith Kohut for Houston
Landing)

Chemical tankers move
in and out of Southwest
Shipyard on September
26, 2023 in Channelview,
Texas. (Meridith Kohut
for Houston Landing)

C h e m i c a l  t a n k e r s
moored near a public park
and playground in Chan-
nelview on September 26,
2023. Posted signs warn
of health risks of eating
fish caught in the contam-
inated water here. (Me-
ridith Kohut for Houston
Landing)

Hadayia also wants the
agency to adjust the stan-
dard to take into account
“acute risk” – singular in-
cidents such as chemical
explosions like the Hous-
ton Ship Channel ITC fire
in 2019. The Sunset Com-
mission’s review only re-
quires that the TCEQ look
at long-term exposure ef-
fects and not acute expo-
sure. Although TCEQ
monitors acute exposure
incidents, those rules will
not be up for public com-
ment.

A community taken
over by industry

In Channelview, Stone
said the number of facili-
ties in her neighborhood is
what concerns her most.
On a drive through her
community last week, she
pointed to several spots
that used to be little for-
ested areas or grassy
green parks, now taken
over by industry. When
she moved into the com-
munity, there was indus-
try, she said, but not this
much.

She has lived in the
area since 1981. In that
time, she has seen a lot of
people die from cancer.
Her neighbor down the
street was just diagnosed
with a rare form of breast
cancer, she said. And a fa-
ther and son nearby both
died of cancer just a few
years ago, with the son
only being in his early
20s.

Because of what she
saw happening around
her, in 2019, she founded
the Channelview Health
and Improvement Coali-
tion. They meet every
month if they can.

“We shouldn’t have to
die for breathing and liv-
ing,” Stone said. “We
didn’t do anything wrong
but live in a place. With
all the doctors’ bills that
pile up when you’re sick,
we’re the ones who end up
having to pay the price.”

Earlier this year, Stone
and other members in
Channelview, Galena
Park and Pleasantville in-
stalled their own air-mon-

itors at various locations
throughout the communi-
ties. So far, Stone says the
monitor  consistent ly
shows unhealthy levels of
air quality.

Harris  County has
some of the highest levels
of cancer in the state. An
18-month study published
in 2007 by the University
of Texas School of Public
Health and the Houston
Health Department found
that children living with-
in two miles of the Hous-
ton Ship Channel had a 56
percent higher chance of
being diagnosed with
acute lymphocytic leuke-
mia than children living
at least 10 miles away.

Even now, the location
for Harris County’s Head
Start program for infants,
toddlers and pre-school
children in Channelview
is only feet from a facility
which cleans out tanks
that once held chemicals.
And Channelview High
School is less than 2 miles
from a major petrochemi-
cal refinery that process-
es plastics, fuels and
chemicals, which can be
seen poking up over the
distance from the school’s
parking lot.

‘Cancer isn’t the only
thing’

Loren Hopkins, the
chief environmental sci-
ence officer for the City of
Houston, said analyzing
cancer risk by 1 in one
million is far more protec-
tive than the TCEQ’s 1 in
100,000 standard. The
Environmental Protection
Agency analyzes cancer
risk by 1 in one million,
meaning the TCEQ uses
a less protective standard
than the federal govern-
ment.

“Cancer isn’t the only
thing people are being ex-
posed to, either,” said
Hopkins.

She pointed out that
communities like Chan-
nelview are exposed to
other pollutants as well,
such as ozone pollution, a
smog-like substance pro-
duced by a mixture of ni-
trogen oxides and volatile
organic compounds re-
leased by sources such as
cars and refineries, and
PM2.5, which are inhal-
able air-borne particles
linked to asthma, stroke
and cardiac arrest.

Not all residents are
the same, either.

“A healthy worker with
no preexisting conditions
will react differently to
cancer-causing chemicals
than, let’s say, a family
that does not have access
to proper health care, cor-
rect food,” Hopkins said.
“A lot of these communi-
ties already have a soci-
etal burden on top of the
industry that’s there.”

The TCEQ’s excess can-
cer risk assessment does
not take into account an
individual’s risk, meaning
the TCEQ does not dis-
cern between someone
with a preexisting condi-
tion who could be more at
risk than someone who is
generally healthy. It’s an-
other concern Air Alliance
Houston has about the
current cancer risk as-
sessment, said Hadayia.

For Stone, the public
comment period is just an-
other part of her life in
Channelview. She said
the area is in a constant
fight with industry, poli-
cies and public officials.
And as a former firefight-
er, she gets what it’s like
to be blowing out flames
left and right.

“Cancer is always a
possibility for us here be-
cause of the air quality,”
Stone said. “And it really
shouldn’t be.”

Reprinted from Houston Landing.
Used by Permission.

Channelview Pollution,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Carwash.
The NNO organiza-

tion’s goal is to encourage
each local law enforce-
ment agency to plan,
sponsor, organize and
have throughout their
city neighborhood get-to-
gethers so neighbors can
get to know each other
better and become Crime
Watchers in their local
area for strange or un-
usual activities and to re-
port them to their law
enforcement agency. The
more neighborhood get-
togethers a community
has the lower the crime
rate will be in the city ac-
cording to statistics.

Constable Jerry Gar-
cia, his deputies and his
staff were out in good
numbers giving crime
prevention talks and lit-
erature. Garcia’s staff
had a “Spin-The Wheel”
game that provided a free
gift to each participant;
all ages enjoyed spinning
the wheel. Garcia and his
deputies visited all of the
designated NNO events
in his jurisdiction.

Sandra Zamarripa,
Community Liaison of
the office of Adrian Gar-
cia, County Commission-
er Pct. 2 was present
passing out gifts and
helpful contact informa-
tion for county services.

Jacinto City Police
Chief Joe Ayala and the
police department donat-
ed some of the hotdogs,
refreshments and crime
prevention literature. JC
Sgt. Francisco Benavides
and Officer Arthur Lue-
vanos were present meet-
ing and greeting the
citizens and letting them
know how to report sus-
picious activities in their
neighborhood.

Organizers and spon-
sors were: Aldo Hernan-
dez (Brothers Granite &

NNO Gathering Jacinto City,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Marble Services & Car-
pentry & Cabinets (832-
571-6956), Anali Gomez
(Los Mexicananos Refr-
esquer ia  y  Carwash
(1713 Holland – 832-516-
3114), Hector Salinas (JC
Precision Machine Shop –
832-516-3114) and Allan
& Linda Jamail.

To participate and or
sponsor a NNO next year
contact Constable Jerry
Garcia’s office, 713-477-
2766, Jacinto City Police,
713-672-2455, Galena
Park Police, 713-675-
3471, Harris County
Sheriff, 713-221-6000 or
A l l a n  J a m a i l  a t
allanj211@aol.com.

Future crime fighter, 5 year old Diego Sanchez and Constable
Jerry Garcia. Diego’s mother Maria Hernandez attended with
him, he was in full police uniform which made an impression
with all in attendance.
(Photo by Allan Jamail)

Having your informa-
tion in the FREE Emer-
gency Safety Prof i le
database “SMART911”
for your household quick-
ly helps to save time for
responders in the event of
a fire, flood or crime or
other emergency. To sign
up go to SMART911.com
/ National Child Abuse
Hotline – call or text for
help: 1-800-4-A-Child
(422-4453)  /  https : / /
www.childhelp.org
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