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CHANNEL
CURRENTS

North Channel
Chamber Magic
Casino Night Aug.9

Plan for the Magic of
Chamber Casino
Fundraiser, Friday August
9 from 7pm to 11pm at
the Jacinto City Town
Center, 1025 Oates Road,
Jacinto City. Sponsorships
now available, from $200
to $1800, proceeds to
NCAF scholarchips. Call
713-450-3600.

North Channel
Chamber
Luncheon June 7

Monthly Luncheon, for
Members Only this
month, at LyondellBasell
headquarters. 11:30am
to 1:00pm, speaker is
Tony Wood, Plant
Manager.

RSVP by May 31, call
713-450-3600 or
info@ncachamber.com.

Storm Damage Recovery

Harris County residents and businesses are continuing
their Recovery work after last week’s storms and tornados.
SEE RECOVERY HELP INFORMATION, PAGES 3 AND 5.

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

The first weekend in
May was a banner one for
Galena Park ISD. On the
first Saturday, May 4,
they watched voters ap-
prove the largest bond in
district history with an
overwhelming majority.
The following day, Sun-
day, May 5, Dr. John
Moore and a team of dis-
trict personnel attended
an awards ceremony at
the Marriott Marquis in
Houston where they ac-
cepted the Large School
Distr ict  of  the Year
Award at the 22nd annu-
al H-E-B Excellence in
Education Awards cere-
mony.

The food store chain
handed out $480,000 in
cash awards and grants
to six teachers, two coun-
selors, two principals,

Galena Park ISD Named Top District in State by
HEB Excellence in Education

A certificate was presented to H-E-B Excellence in Education Committee Members on behalf of the Board of
Trustees and Dr. John Moore, Superintendent of Schools. (Photo Credit: Christopher Gause)

two school districts, one
early childhood facility
and a public school board
for being among the best
in Texas.

H-E-B has been hand-

ing out awards since
2002 and has issued
more than $13 million in
cash and grants to Texas
teachers and schools and
is the largest of its kind

in the state of Texas and
the nation.

Galena Park ISD won
the large school district
award over numerous
other competitors.

“That’s the big daddy,
the one everyone is chas-
ing,” Moore said.

Sam Houston Elemen-
tary School counselor
Roxanne McCabe was
awarded  the  Schoo l
Counselor—Elementary
of the Year and received
a $10,000 check for her-
self and a $15,000 grant
for her school.

J.J. Watt delivered the
keynote address to a ball-
room packed with hun-
dreds  o f  educa tors ,
community leaders and
H-E-B employees. Watt,
a Pewaukee native, was
the number 11 Overall
Pick in the 2011 Nation-
al Football League (NFL)
Draft by the Houston
Texans and was named
the NFL Defensive Play-
er of the Year three

Continued. See GPISD TOP
DISTRICT IN STATE, Page 6

North Shore Rotary supports
GPISD Mental Health Fair

North Shore Rotary Teamed Up to Highlight Mental Health Awareness

Galena Park ISD recognized the North Shore Rotary Club for its generous donation to the
Fifth Annual Mental Health Awareness Fair. The fair, inspired by a former Galena Park ISD
student who lost her father to suicide, aims to destigmatize mental health disorders. On
May 7th, the fair offered hands-on activities, fun games, and opportunities to meet with
community partners, all to educate the Galena Park community about the prevalence of
and support for mental health disorders. Thank you to the North Shore Rotary Club for
your assistance in bringing a needed resource to our community!

A plaque was presented to the North Shore Rotary Club on behalf of the Board of Trustees
and Dr. John Moore, Superintendent of Schools. (Photo by Christopher Gause)

WWII Veteran Buck Sloan celebrates
100th Birthday with the Community

NORTH CHANNEL –
Friends and well-wishers
will gather this Saturday,
June 1st to wish World
War II veteran and Purple
Heart recipient, and well-
known local  musician
Buck Sloan a happy 100th
birthday.

The event will feature a
Parade of decorated vehi-
cles of his friends, in a
drive-by of his home and
the Jamboree building at
7414 Hartman Road, off
old US 90 Beaumont High-
way.

At 2 to 2:15 everyone
that wants to take part in
the parade will line up at
The Buckshot Jamboree
and the parade will start
at 2:30, come around in
front of Buck’s house and
thru the neighborhood,
back to The Jamboree.
The ladies that want to,
will bring a dish and at
4:00 we will eat and start
our program.  There will be
no order in which the mu-

Buck Sloan at last year’s 99th Birthday
Celebration, at the Buckshot Jamboree.

sicians and singers will get
up and will try to get as
many as possible up.

Buck’s wife Shirley says
Come and enjoy.  Thank all
of you for being there and
for being a friend.

Buck Sloan continues to
bring musical joy to others
and himself, performing

with the Buckshot
band every Satur-
day night at 6pm
at the Jamboree
building.

N o t  s l o w i n g
down, Buck and
Shirley are plan-
ning a trip back to
the beaches of Nor-
mandy in France,
for the 80th anni-
versary of D-Day.

Buck was draft-
ed when he was 18
years old, at by 19
he was in the mid-
dle of the war. He
was  awarded  a
Purple Heart after
being wounded at

the Battle of the Bulge.
Buck is the last surviv-

ing member of his WWII
division, and he is looking
forward to his return to the
Normandy battlefield, as
he say “One more time” but
with Buck, you can expect
him to keep going, and
playing, for a long time.

Crosby Rodeo opens May 31 thru June 8
East Harris County Community ready for biggest, best Annual Event

Crosby Fair & Rodeo opens this Friday, May 31 with the start of the
Cookoff and the BAG OF DONUTS entertainment at 7:00pm. Continued. See CROSBY RODEO

OPENS MAY 31, Page 5

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

For 78 years, fans look-
ing for a good ole time and
a place to return to their
country roots turn out for
the Crosby Fair and Rodeo.
This year will be the best
in recent years, with a line-
up that will excite young
and old with rodeo compe-
tition, a fair with lots of
rides, a barbecue cookoff,
and great musical enter-
tainment to dance the
night away.

Rick Loggins, director of
public relations for the
CFR, said this year was a
banner year for the orga-
nization in awarding schol-
arships.

“We had a lot more ap-
plications this year and it’s
hard to say no to our own
kids who grew up in this
community , ”  he  said .
“They were outstanding
applicants, and this is all
made possible by the sup-
port of the community for
the rodeo and fair every
year.”

While some things re-
main the same, there is a
noticeable change at the
Rock’n C Arena this year.

“We did a refresh on the
facilities,” Loggins said.

Most notable is the
paint job that sports a
bright Cougar red.

“I’m told you can proba-
bly see it from space,” he
smiled.

Returning to take the
stage to kick off the week’s
festivities on Friday, May
31 is Bag of Donuts, a New
Orleans-based party band
that’s a little non-tradi-
tional for what’s expected
at a rodeo.

The fan favorites come
dressed in a flair for kabu-
ki make-up and extrava-
gant costumes. The four
Louisiana natives play and
sing cover songs in a style
they have self-branded as
Superpop.

Doors open for all shows
at 5 p.m. and a show start
time of 7 p.m.

Saturday’s show opens
with Logan Beard followed
by The 22’s. The following
weekend the rodeo hosts

Randall King on Friday
night, June 7, and Dylan
Wheeler closes out the ro-
deo with a concert on Sat-
urday night, June 8.

T h e  a n n u a l  B B Q
Cookoff and carnival open
the rodeo on May 31 at 5
p.m. The cookoff continues
the following morning at 8
a.m. with judging later in
the day.

The 78th annual Crosby
Fair and Rodeo parade
winds down FM 2100 on
Saturday, June 1 begin-
ning at 10 a.m.

On Monday, the ani-
mals move in and through
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SHELDON ISD NEWS

Sheldon ISD is pleased
to announce Jeralan Kan-
nady II as the principal of
C.E. King 9th Grade Cam-
pus. Mr. Kannady brings
approximately 10 years of
leadership experience to
Sheldon ISD. He is cur-
rently the principal at Ce-
dar Bayou Junior School in
Goose Creek CISD where
he has served students and
families since 2021. He has
additional  administrative
experience as a high school
assistant principal in Bay-
town and Houston. His ed-
ucational career began as
a high school  sc ience
teacher.

“We are thrilled to have
Mr. Kannady join the Shel-
don ISD family,” said Su-
perintendent of Schools
Dr. Demetrius McCall. “He
is passionate about collab-
orating and building rela-
t i onsh ips  w i th  s ta f f ,
students and families to
build upon a vision and
culture for the schools he
has served. I look forward
to seeing all he will accom-
plish at our 9th Grade
Campus.”

Mr. Kannady is pursu-

Jeralan Kannady II Named
Principal of C.E. King 9th
Grade Campus

ing his doctorate of educa-
tional leadership from Tex-
a s  A & M
University-Commerce. He
holds a master’s of educa-
tion in educational tech-
nology and leadership from
Lamar University and a
bachelor’s of science in Ki-
nesiology from Sam Hous-
ton State University.

“As I step into this new
role in Sheldon ISD, I am
committed to working in
partnership  with  our

school community to en-
hance our strong founda-
tion,” said Mr. Kannady. “I
am excited to join the team
and start working with the
staff, parents and students
to foster a positive and en-
riching learning environ-
ment.”

Mr. Kannady will begin
his principal role in June.
Families should look for
more communication on an
upcoming meet and greet
with their new principal.

Abilities Day Showcases the
All-Stars in Sheldon ISD

This week, Sheldon ISD celebrated its third annual Abilities Day. Students partic-
ipate in adaptive activities where they can be successful with support. The theme
this year was superheroes, highlighting the notion that everyone is indeed an All-
Star! Abilities Day is for all grade levels and this year was celebrated over three
days. Each day had a dedicated age group to participate in fun events, activities and
earn their very own medals. Students volunteered at the event from the STEM Am-
bassador program and Early College High School Ambassadors.

By Dr. Tommie L. Smith

Galena Park ISD recognized Roxanne McCabe, Sam Houston Elementary School
Counselor, for receiving the 2024 H-E-B Excellence in Education Award in the
School Counselor Elementary category. The H-E-B Excellence in Education Award
for School Counselors recognizes School Counselors for providing a safe, support-
ive, and caring environment for all students, using the Texas Model for Compre-
hensive School Counseling programs. It also applauds School Counselors for
coordinating counseling services to assist students with problems and concerns.
School Counselors who exhibit professionalism and school counseling leadership
that positively impact student outcomes are celebrated as well. Thank you to Ms.
McCabe for continuing the pursuit of excellence and congratulations on this in-
credible honor!

A certificate was presented to Ms. Roxanne McCabe on behalf of the Board of
Trustees and Dr. John Moore, Superintendent of Schools.(Photo Credit: Christopher
Gause)

GPISD Counselor Recognized
for H-E-B Excellence in
Education Award

Good for Summer Grilling!
Order now for 4th of July Parties
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CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

ASK DIAMOND JIM

FEMA & SBA
ASSISTANCE

NOW AVAILABLE
FEMA and SBA are working to support recovery-

impacted individuals with new benefits and
streamlined assistance. Read below to learn more

about some of the assistance available.
Quick help when you need it:

• Get $750 For essentials things you need
right away.

• Stay Housed: Get money upfront for a
place to stay.

SUPPORTING ENTREPRENEURS
Get Money: Fix your tools and equipment
MAKE YOUR HOME SAFER

• Fix Your Home: Make it clean and safe.
• Improve Accessibility: to support those

with disabilities.
ASSISTANCE FOR EVERYONE

• No Discrimination: FEMA is committed to
helping everyone, no matter what.

• Need Help?: Call toll-free:
833-285-7448

HOW TO GET HELP
• IMPORTANT: Must apply during the first

30 days after a disaster is declared.
• Online: DisasterAssistance.gov
• Phone: Call 800-621-3362 (6 a.m. to 10

p.m. CDT)
HOW TO GET HELP

• Visit fema.gov/disaster/4781 for more.
• Follow us: @FEMARegion6 on Twitter
• Facebook.com/FEMARegion6.

FEMA y SBA están trabajando para apoyar a las
personas afectadas por la recuperación con nuevos
beneficios y asistencia simplificada. Lea a continuación
para obtener más información sobre algunas de las
asistencias disponibles.

Ayuda rápida cuando la necesite:
• Obtenga $750 para lo esencial que necesita de

inmediato.
• Quédese alojado: obtenga dinero por adelantado

para un lugar donde quedarse.
APOYANDO A LOS EMPRENDEDORES

• Obtenga dinero: arregle sus herramientas y
equipos

HAGA SU HOGAR MÁS SEGURO
• Repare su hogar: hágalo limpio y seguro.
• Mejorar la accesibilidad: para apoyar a las

personas con discapacidad.
ASISTENCIA PARA TODOS

• Sin discriminación: FEMA se compromete a ayudar
a todos, pase lo que pase.

• ¿Necesita ayuda?: Llame gratis:
 833-285-7448

COMO AYUDAR
• IMPORTANTE: Debe aplicar durante los primeros

30 días después de la declaracion de desastre.
• Online: DisasterAssistance.gov
• Telefono: Llame al 800-621-3362 (6 a.m. to 10

p.m. CDT)
FEMA ESTA AQUÍ PARA TI

• Visite fema.gov/disaster/4781 para más
Information.

• Siganos: @FEMARegion6 en Twitter,

Give of Yourself

I remember years ago watching my oldest son
Christopher playing basketball at the YMCA
and out of nowhere my younger son read a

quote on the wall. I will never forget that day, as
not only did Christopher’s team win, but the words
Daniel read touched my heart. The quote was by
John Bunyan “You have not lived your life to the
fullest until you have done something for someone
who can never repay you.”

Over the previous 33 years, I had seen my
mother give rides to those without cars or clean the
candle cups at her church weekly or help those who
needed help. I just assumed that those were things
that everyone did for others. Years later, when she
went to work for FEMA, after the age of sixty, it
was no shock that she poured all her energy into
helping others.

I remember back in 1986, my dad had many
employees where he worked that needed help with
papers during the Immigration Reform and Con-
trol Act. It was natural for him to help get their
papers together. When they needed them nota-
rized, I would stop by his office and notarize them.
He was a part of the North Shore Masonic Lodge,
the Shriners, and the Scottish Rite. He was always
doing something to help make life better for others.
He was the one that also spent countless hours
with me at the kitchen table helping me to learn
the Preamble to the US Constitution, the elements
on the Periodic Table and countless other historical
facts. Again, I just assumed everyone’s parents
gave selflessly to others.

The older I grew, the more I met amazing people
such as Charles Chesnutt who was my National
Junior Honor Society Advisor. He and his wife
Velma were always giving off their time, effort, and
finances to help others. By the time I got to high
school, and she was my typing teacher, I saw how
much patience she had for struggling students, and
I realized it was not just a job to her but making a
difference in the lives of others that mattered to
her.

The past few weeks have been filled with strug-
gles, beginning when a car crashed through my
apartment wall and continuing with the effects of
the weather. I was so blessed to volunteer along
with so many of the members of the community as
storm relief distribution centers popped up, long
before FEMA could send assistance. I saw families
working beside strangers helping to make a
difference. And even during their own struggles,
they were out helping others.

Unfortunately, there are always whiners and
keyboard warriors who want to complain about
how they have suffered so much and to those
members of the community, I would like to invite
you to do something for someone who can never
repay you. Somehow, you just feel better. When
you focus on others, your burdens seem lighter.
Need suggestions? Contact me. And until next
week, remember, I love you and there is nothing
you can do about it.
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Diamond Jim:
“What is

Alexandrite
and where is it

found?”

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker.  Pineforest Jewelry has
been a proud member of the Independent Jewelers
Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers Organi-
zation (RJO) for many years.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds, precious stones, precious metals,
and other questions related to the jewelry industry,
email jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Often described by gem aficionados as “emerald
by day, ruby by night,” Alexandrite is the very rare
color-change variety of the mineral chrysoberyl.
Originally discovered in Russia’s Ural Mountains in
the 1830s, it’s now found in Sri Lanka, East Africa,
and Brazil, but fine material is exceptionally rare
and valuable.

This 7.19-carat alexandrite was cut to feature its
beautiful color change. When the light source
changes from daylight to incandescent light, the
gem’s color changes from bluish green to reddish
purple.

Alexandrite, with its chameleon-like qualities, is
a rare variety of the mineral chrysoberyl. Its color
can be a lovely green in daylight or fluorescent light,
changing to brownish or purplish red in the incan-
descent light from a lamp or candle flame. This is a
result of the complex way the mineral absorbs light.
Alexandrite’s dramatic color change is sometimes
described as “emerald by day, ruby by night.” Other
gems also change color in response to a light-source
change, but this gem’s transformation is so striking
that the phenomenon itself is often called “the
alexandrite effect.”

Alexandrite is also a strongly pleochroic gem,
which means it can show different colors when
viewed from different directions. Typically, its three
pleochroic colors are green, orange, and purple-red.
However, the striking color change doesn’t arise
from the gem’s pleochroism, but rather from the
mineral’s unusual light-absorbing properties.
Because of its scarcity, especially in larger sizes,
alexandrite is a relatively expensive member of the
chrysoberyl family. It shares its status as a June
birthstone with cultured pearl and moonstone.

History

Abundant alexandrite deposits were first discov-
ered in 1830 in Russia’s Ural Mountains. Those first
Alexandrite were of very fine quality and displayed
vivid hues and dramatic color change. The gem was
named after the young Alexander II, heir apparent
to the throne. It caught the country’s attention
because its red and green colors mirrored the
national military colors of imperial Russia.

The spectacular Ural Mountain deposits didn’t
last forever, and now most alexandrite comes from
Sri Lanka, East Africa, and Brazil. The newer
deposits contain some fine-quality stones, but many
display less-precise color change and muddier hues
than the nineteenth-century Russian Alexandrite.
You’ll still find estate jewelry set with some of the
famed Ural Mountain Alexandrite. They remain the
quality standard for this phenomenal gemstone.

More importantly, since 2015, you can find
Alexandrite right here in Houston (believe it or not)
at Pineforest Jewelry. Now isn’t that something!

If you are looking for any genuine Alexandrite,
look no further than Pineforest Jewelry. Contact us
if you would like to set up a private appointment.
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

Multiplication
Tables

I never learned my multipli-
cation tables. Not really.

To this åday, if you ask me,
“What is six times nine?” out of
the blue, with some urgency, I
will panic. (Please don’t do this.)

The troubles started when I
was transferred from one math
class to another in the third
grade. I now understand that this
was some sort of promotion from
lower math to higher math, but
it did not feel like that at the
time.

Almost immediately, I real-
ized everyone around me was
privy to some secret code I didn’t
know. It was called the multipli-
cation tables, and I couldn’t imag-
ine how they all knew it, but I
clearly didn’t, and this was a
source of enormous shame.

Only many years after the
fact, I figured out that I had been
transferred right after everyone
had been drilled on the multipli-
cation tables. The lower math
class had not gotten to it yet. The
higher class was finished with it.
I was terrified.

I had no idea what was going
on and, instead of actually learn-
ing the multiplication tables, I
spent the next three years trying
to hide my ignorance. In fact, as
time passed, I became increasing-
ly convinced this was knowledge
I would never acquire and the
best I could hope for was to es-
cape detection.

I once talked to my mother
about this. “I tried to help you
with your multiplication tables,”
she said. “Don’t you remember?”

Perhaps I do—vaguely. But I
remained convinced that what I
might be able to do at the kitch-
en table could never be replicat-
ed in real life—especially if
someone shouted, “What is six
times nine?”—which is exactly
what my fourth-grade teacher
did, in front of the class.

I had gone up to her to ask a
question. Instead of answering it,
she replied with this very loud
non sequitur. Predictably, I had
no answer.

“Don’t come up here asking
me questions until you’ve learned
your multiplication tables!”

You can rest assured I never
asked another question in the
fourth grade.

Today, I can still remember
that awful fear. “How can every-
one in the room know something
that makes no sense to me?”

In retrospect, it seems so un-
necessary. Shouldn’t someone
have known that I hadn’t been
taught this? I moved from the
class next door, not from Finland.
I’m guessing no one ever thought
learning multiplication tables
could be so daunting and intimi-
dating. Although I’ve gone on to
do reasonably well in math, I still
would not like a pop quiz.

This memory bubbled up to
me the other day as I made prep-
arations to do some performanc-
es of my writing after a long time
away from performing. There is
a lot I don’t know. Some things
have changed. Many things I nev-
er knew. There are acronyms I do
not know and a lot of people talk-
ing and writing about stuff I’ve
never heard of. I feel a familiar
urge to hide under my desk.

I remember that feeling of be-
ing convinced there was this
world of secrets I did not know,
and I’ve been reminding myself
there is a very good chance that
there is no secret. And then re-
minding myself, if I don’t know
something, I can always just ask.

I’m trying to do what I should
have done in third grade. I’m
walking right up to people and
saying, “I have no idea what you
are talking about. Will you please
explain this to me?”

And, so far, no one has looked
at me and said, “What is six times
nine?”

Till next time,
Carrie

House Democrats Call for Education
Special Session

Texas House Democrats
are urging Gov. Greg Abbott
to call a special session to in-
crease public school funding,
while Abbott is criticizing
them for opposing legislation
last year that tied increased
funding to his pet project —
school vouchers. The Austin
American-Statesman reported
the Democrats sent a letter,
w r i t t e n  b y  R e p .  J o n
Rosenthal, D-Houston, calling
for a 30-day special session fo-
cused on both increasing per-
student funding and investing
more in school safety.

“Our public schools are the
bedrock of our communities,
and it’s imperative we provide
them with the resources they
need to thrive,” Rosenthal
said.

A number of Texas school
districts are facing funding
shortages for the 2024-25
school year budgets after no
additional school funding was
approved during the last leg-
islative session, when law-
makers blocked passage of a
voucher bill tied to increased
funding.

A Statesman analysis in
January indicated that when
adjusted for inflation, per-stu-
dent funding from state and
local sources is down by 12.9%
since 2020.

RAINS SWEEP TEXAS AS
HURRICANE SEASON
APPROACHES

While Texans in the Hous-
ton area and throughout East
Texas continue to battle the
effects of torrential rains —
including storms last week
that killed at least seven in the
Houston area and left hun-
dreds of thousands without
power — the official start of
hurricane season is  just
around the corner, on June 1.

As Dan Reilly, a Texas-
based meteorologist, told the
Texas Department of Insur-
ance, “In most of the recent
years, we’ve had many storms
before June. So, in reality, I
would say hurricane season
probably starts in May.”

Families are urged to pro-
tect their family and property
by preparing now. Here are a
few tips from TDI:

• Make or update your
home inventory: Take pictures
or videos of each room in your
home. For major items, write
down the serial number, what

you paid, and date you bought
it. Don’t forget to get a video
of items inside closets and
drawers. Having a home in-
ventory is one of the best
things you can do to make sure
you get the value of your
claim.

• Have an emergency kit
packed and ready to go: Set
aside 3 gallons of water per
person, enough to last three
days. Also pack non-perish-
able food, a can opener and
utensils, a battery-powered
radio, a flashlight and extra
batteries. See a full kit list at
ready.gov. Put some water and
food supplies in your car too,
just in case.

• Check your roof. Dam-
aged shingles or leaks around
chimneys or skylights will get
worse in a storm. Have a pro-
fessional secure loose shingles
and check the metal flashing
around openings or on roof val-
leys for leaks.

Get your
yard ready. Remove dead tree
limbs and branches that hang
over your house. Check for
loose items that can become
wind borne such as yard fur-
niture or trampolines. Tie
them down.

DEI DISMANTLING CUTS
HUNDREDS OF JOBS

Leaders of the state’s pub-
lic universities told state sen-
a t o r s  l a s t  w e e k  t h a t
dismantling diversity, equity
and inclusion programs at
Texas universities led to the
firing of several hundred staff
members and resulted in mil-
lions of dollars in program
cuts, The Dallas Morning
News reported.

A ban on DEI programs
was passed in 2023 by the Leg-
islature, meaning programs
that provide resources for spe-

cific races, ethnicities or gen-
der identities are no longer al-
lowed. Examining the extent
of that compliance was the
aim of last week’s hearing.

The hearing also focused on
pro-Palestine protests that
have resulted in more than
140 arrests on state campus-
es.

STATE LEADERS EXAMINING
THE EXPLODING HEMP
MARKET

An explosion of legal hemp
dispensaries across Texas is
prompting increased scrutiny
from Texas lawmakers, The
Texas Tribune reported. Since
hemp products were legalized
in 2019, there has been a rap-
id proliferation of shops sell-
ing baked goods, gummies and
smokable buds laced with can-
nabis derivatives that pur-
portedly are under the legal
limit for containing THC, the
psychoactive ingredient.

The number of hemp retail-
er registrations has jumped
from 1,948 in 2020 — the first
year the Texas Department of
State Health Services began
registration — to 8,343 last
year, with 7,700 active regis-
trations received in the first
four months of 2024.

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick last
month ordered the Senate to
look into possibly banning
hemp products that contain
THC and toughen regulations
for retailers.

NEW ‘CLICK IT OR TICKET’
CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED IN
TEXAS

The Texas Department of
Transportation has launched
a new “Click It or Ticket” cam-
paign in hopes of improving
traffic safety, the Statesman
reported. Motorists are en-
couraged to wear their seat-
belts or face fines up to $200.

T h e  c a m p a i g n  r u n s
through June 2. Buckling up
can reduce the risk of dying in
a vehicle crash by up to 60%,
according to TxDOT.

Nearly 1,200 people died in
crashes on Texas roads last
year because they were not
wearing their seatbelts, Tx-
DOT said.

WATER TREATY DISPUTE
COULD MEAN AID WITHHELD
FROM MEXICO

A bipartisan group of Tex-
as lawmakers is demanding
aid funding to Mexico be with-
held unless that country lives
up to an 80-year-old treaty re-
quiring it send 1.75 million
acre-feet of water to the U.S.
every five years, The Tribune
reported.

Inconsistent water delivery
from Mexico has exacerbated
water shortages that affect
South Texas farmers.

“Farmers and ranchers
across South Texas remain
under continued financial
strain and could suffer a simi-
lar fate as the sugar industry,
should Mexico continue with-
holding water,” the lawmak-
ers wrote in a Friday letter to
House and Senate appropria-
tors.

Mexico blames drought
conditions on its side of the
border for not being able to
deliver water as required by
the treaty. It also claims the
use of floating buoys in the riv-
er by the Abbott administra-
tion to deter migrants violates
the treaty.

Crosby native and WWII Veteran Cedric
Patterson was selected and flown to Washington
April 18-20, 2024 on the Honor Flight Houston
#30.

The Honor Flight mission is to transport, with
a specific priority given to WWII veterans in the
East Texas Region and Korean and Vietnam War
veterans residing in the greater Houston area to
Washington, D.C. to visit those
memorials,dedicated to honor their service and
sacrifices and return them home to their families
and loved ones.

Their top priorty is given to America’s most
senior heroes-Suvivors of World War II in the
East Texas Region and any veteran with a
terminal illness who wishes to visit THEIR
memorial. The program is also accepting applica-
tions from veterans who served during the
Korean War, Vietnam War, and Cold War, and
received the Korean/Vietnam and service medal,
and reside in the greater Houston area.

The veterans on Honor Flight Houston #30
toured the following locations while in Washing-
ton:

1. Arlington National Cemetery changing og
guard Ceremony
2. Air Force Memorial
3. K0rea War Memorial
4. Vietnam War Memorial
5. FDR Memorial
6. Martin Luther King Memorial
7. Lone Sailor Memorial
8. WWII Memorial
9. National Museum of the United State Army
10. American Legion Post 177 Heroes Dinner

Mr. Patterson Served with the 1st Battalion
40th Field Artillery Headquarter  supply SGT.
August 1967-August 1968.(TET) Located on the
DMZ in town called Dong Hall.His duties were as
follow: He was responsibile for overseeing,
evaluation and processing all logistics related
matters for the battalion Headquarter operation.

He supervised or perform duties involving
requests, receipt, storage issue, accountability
and preservation of individual, organizational,
installation and expendable supplies and equip-
ment;  Receives, inspect, inventories, loads,
segreate, stores and equipment. Such as the
communication radios, fire direction control radar
systems. Prepared and maintained all battalion
supply documents utilizing a journals for account-
ing of the equipment and supplies.

In addition to providing operation training
guidance to lower grade personnel and coordinate
their supply room activities.  While coordinating
with Batteries and battalion personnel to insure
that equipment and supplies were available and
ready for battle.

Awards:

• Presidental Unit Citation Army
• Solder of Month
• Army Accommendation Medal
• Good Conduct
• Meritorious Unit Commendation Army
• Vietnam Service Medal

Submitted by Cedric Patterson

Veteran Cedric
Patterson chosen
for Honor Flight

Cedric Patterson Honor Flight Houston #30
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HOUSTON—Last night’s sud-
den storm was devastating for
many Harris County residents. As
people move into recovery mode,
please remember to take precau-
tionary measures to stay healthy
and avoid injury and illness. Be
aware of things that can pose
health and safety risks.

• Protect your health during
clean up.

• Dress for safety: Wear gloves,
long-sleeved shirts, long pants,
eye/ear protection, boots, and
insect repellent to avoid mosquito
bites.

If you lost power:
• Identify and throw away food that

may not be safe to eat.
• Throw away food that has an un-

usual odor, color, or texture.
• Throw away any food that has

been at room temperature for more
than two hours.

• Throw away food that has been
in a non-running refrigerator for four
hours or more.

• Thawed food that contains ice
crystals or is 40 degrees F or below can
be refrozen or cooked.  Refreezing
these foods will be a quality (not safe-
ty) issue.

• Throw away canned foods that are
bulging, opened, or damaged.

• Do not feed spoiled food to your
pets since they may get sick just like
people do.

If you are using a
generator:

• Never use a generator inside your
home or garage, even if doors and win-
dows are open.

• Place generators more than 20
feet away from your home, doors, and
windows.

Heat safety
Despite the storm, hot weather con-

tinues to affect our community and
can cause heat-related illness.  Cool
spaces and staying hydrated are the
main defense from extreme heat.

• If air conditioning is not available,
pull the shades over windows, close
the blinds, and use fans to cool rooms.

• Drink a lot of water (even when
you are not thirsty).  By the time you
realize you are thirsty, your body’s
water supply is already lower than it
should be.

• Do not drink alcohol and avoid
drinks with caffeine.

• If your heart begins to pound, if
you become lightheaded, confused,
weak or faint, stop all activity and
seek immediate medical assistance.

• Pets can also suffer from exces-
sive heat. Ensure your pets have ade-
quate drinking water and a shady
resting place.

• Never leave children, older
adults, or pets unattended in a vehi-
cle, even if the windows are cracked
open.

Additional health safety
tips

• Wash hands often and thorough-
ly with soap and clean, warm water
for 20 seconds (sing the “Happy Birth-
day” song twice). If not possible, use
an alcohol-based sanitizer.

• Empty any containers that may
hold stagnant water to avoid mosqui-
to breeding. 

• Pace yourself during clean up.
Decide which tasks are most impor-
tant so you do not become over-
whelmed.

• Check your GPS for any road clo-
sures due to fallen trees or debris due
to the storm.

• Be careful around loose or lost
pets.  Frightened animals are more
likely to bite if approached or han-
dled.

After the Storm Clean-up and
Health-Safety Tips

Hidden dangers include safety hazards and bacteria
that may cause diseases

For additional information, visit our
website at hcphtx.org/

PrepareforEmergencies.

PET MATTERS
In Memory of

Susan Hoffman

✯

HOUSTON –Spring and summer
bring many great things, including
homeless dogs, cats, or unwanted
puppies and kittens. Many are being
brought to Harris County Pets (HCP),
pushing the shelter past its capacity.
During National Pet Month, HCP needs
people to adopt or foster and rescue
groups to help us in our effort to provide
forever-loving homes for adoptable pets.
Thanks to the generosity of the Bissell
Pets Foundation, adoption fees are
waived until May 15.

HCP is nearly 300 animals past its
capacity with 690 animals!  Up to 40%
of animals brought to the shelter are
surrendered by owners for various
reasons. Although not all animals may
be adoptable due to different circum-
stances (elderly, feral, sick, aggressive,
or injured), many shelter animals would
make great pets for individuals and
families. 

All animals adopted from HCP
located at 612 Canino Road, Houston,
TX 77076, are spayed or neutered,
vaccinated, and microchipped. Pet

ownership requires an investment of
time and money, so when adopting a
pet, please consider:

-- Selecting a pet that is suited to
your home and lifestyle. Do you have
time to walk your dog? Would an older
pet be more suitable than an active
kitten or puppy?

-- Avoiding impulsive decisions when
selecting a family pet.

-- Owning only the number of pets
that you can provide for appropriately.

-- Ensuring that the pet is properly
vaccinated, identified and registration
is up to date.

Check out the wonderful animals
waiting to find a loving forever home
at countypets.com.  If you cannot adopt
a pet, consider volunteering at our
shelter.  Volunteers are needed to
facilitate adoptions, socialize,
and foster animals.  For more informa-
tion,
email volunteer@countypets.com or call
281-999-3191.

Harris County Pets has many dogs and cats
for adoption during National Pet Month

Crosby Rodeo opens May 31 thru June 8
East Harris County Community ready for biggest, best Annual Event

Thursday, own the arena
with projects being pre-
s e n t e d  a n d  j u d g e d
throughout the day. (See
the website for a detailed
schedule)

Thursday is one of the
biggest days of the rodeo,
especially for the young
people who have worked
hard to raise their projects
and compete earlier in the
week—it’s auction day!

“We really encourage
everyone to register as a
buyer and come out and
support these kids,” Log-

FRIDAY MAY 31 -- BAG OF DONUTS 7:00 PM

SATURDAY JUNE 1 -- LOGAN BEARD 7:30 PM

Crosby Fair & Rodeo Performers

With a flair for kabuki make-up and extravagant costumes, the four New Orleans
natives and two brass men cover songs in a style they have branded as Superpop:
Any song popular from any era. In the great tradition of stunning acts, BOD has
to be experienced live to fully feel the impact.

Twenty Twos is a country music band that captures the essence of heartland
storytelling through their soulful lyrics and captivating melodies. With a sound
that blends traditional country roots with modern flair, this talented group of
musicians brings a fresh perspective to the genre.

Logan Beard is a singer known for his country music
genre and has released several singles, Including:
Late night and Lonely, Angel in Disguise.

Dylan Wheeler is a perfect example of what the
evolution of the Texas Independent Music Scene looks
like and the level of artist that it can produce. His
music has all the singer-songwriter laden depth that
lyric lovers covet, while his blending of both Rock and
Alternative genres allows his original productions to
feel comfortingly familiar whilst simultaneously
breathing a gust of fresh air into a scene that has
long been saturated by its Country roots.

Randall King was born on the endless plains of West
Texas. He grew up singing in the back of a ’93 Chevy
Suburban, mimicking the pure-country vocals of stars
like Keith Whitley, George Strait, Alan Jackson and
John Anderson and over the years became drawn
to the electrifying energy of modern stars like Eric
Church, Dierks Bentley and Jason Aldean.

FRIDAY JUNE 7 -- RANDALL KING 7:30 PM SATURDAY JUNE 8 -- DYLAN WHEELER 7:30 PM

SATURDAY JUNE 1 -- THE TWENTY TWOS 7:30 PM

gins pleaded. He also re-
minded them that even if
they don’t think they can
afford to buy an animal on
their own, they can always
go in together with sever-
al families or buyers to
purchase one in the auc-
tion. Participants in the
auction can also do ‘add-
ons’ where they might not
have won the bid but want
to contribute to a student
and can put money on their
project.

“Buyers will come from
all over east Harris Coun-

ty to participate in the auc-
tion. It’s a big day for us
and we invite everyone to
come out and bid on an an-
imal and support the kids
of Crosby,” he said.

Loggins said the organi-
zation earns between
$400k and $500k during
the week and much of that
goes to scholarships and
expenses.

Outside of Friday night
football games, the fair
and rodeo is the largest
event in Crosby every year.

Crosby Rodeo opens May 31,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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times. Off the field, as
president and founder of
the Justin J. Watt Foun-
dation, he provides after-
s c h o o l  a t h l e t i c
opportunities for chil-
dren.

Moore said they were
selected from a pool of 68
finalists by judges who
include former winners,
school administrators,
and university and com-
munity leaders.

“We filled out the ap-
plication and recruited
exper t  wr i t e r  Terr i
Moore to write the appli-
cation answering about
five questions. She did
well enough to get us into
the Top 5,” Moore said.

Then came the visit.
Moore said a host of

people participated in the
campus visits, but the
stars of those visits were
the students and par-
ents.

“We had multiple par-
ents on that committee,
some were employees,
and some weren’t, but
the students and parents
on that committee are
the ones that sold GPISD
to their committee,” the
superintendent said.

Every school district
has employees that sell
the district, he said, but
he credited the parents
and students as the dif-
ference makers.

The application focus-
ing on themes of how the
district meets the needs
of the whole child—aca-
demic, social, and emo-
tional.

“A system that pro-
vides multiple opportuni-
ties across a vast array of
subjects from CTE, to

fine arts, to high level ac-
ademics, to athletics. All
the things that every stu-
dent can find at least one
thing that they can excel
at,” Moore said.

There were at least 25
on the immediate com-
mittee and more than 50
team members from the
district were involved
with the tours on cam-
puses of North Shore Se-
nior High and Galena
Park High Schools.

The $100,000 prize
will go towards the $150
million-plus annual bud-
get.

“We won’t slice out one
piece of pie and give it all
to one group, but we’ll be
l o o k i n g  f o r  s p e c i a l
projects and what their
needs are particularly at
the two high schools,” the
superintendent said.

The district supple-
ments the costs of stu-
dents for several things
this past year including
prom, band travels to
San Antonio for the state
championships, athletic
trips and more.

“It will be used for a
broad array of activities,”
the superintendent said.

Public education has
traveled a tough road the
last few years with COV-
ID-19, a historic freeze,
and Hurricane Harvey.
Public ed has not re-
ceived additional funding
per student since 2019.

Moore said he felt like
the community trusts
them to do the right
thing.

“This (award) is a cher-
ry on top for them. What
they’ve been believing is
going on, now they have

Galena Park ISD Secures
Historic Bond, Wins Top
Education Award
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

someone verifying that
for them,” he said refer-
ring to the award.

The H-E-B award pro-
gram is not the only one
the district seeks out.

“Our demographics
qualify us for a lot of
grant opportunities, most
of them coming in the
form of after school care
and some free stuff,” he
said. “Usually, grant
money also comes with
strings attached. This
money from HEB does
not,” he explained.

Since winning the
large district award, they
are no longer eligible for
that same award again,
but will seek out addi-
tional funds through oth-
er opportunities.

Moore was also appre-
ciative of the communi-
ty’s support for the recent
passage of the $500 mil-
lion-plus bond that was
won overwhelmingly.

Here’s a list of the H-
E-B awards given to
GPISD candidates since
its inception:

2024 – LARGE DIS-
TRICT, Galena Park
ISD

2 0 2 4  –  S C H O O L
COUNSELOR,  Rox-
anne McCabe ,  Sam
Houston Elementary

2023 – ELEMENTA-
RY LEADERSHIP, Ka-
neice Washington ,
Galena Park Elementary

2022 – PRINCIPAL
SECONDARY: Dr. Kim-
berly Martin, Galena
Park High School

2005 — SECONDARY
LEADERSHIP: DAVID
P E R S A I L S ,  N o r t h
Shore Sr. High School

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

22-2t

The family of LCPL Anthony Aguirre visit at their brother’s grave
on Memorial Day every year in the Sterling-White cemetery in
Highlands. From left, Christina Castillo, Krystal Rodriguez, Jose
Trevino, and Abel Trevino.

Channelview War Hero
remembered at Sterling-White
Memorial Service

At the Memorial Day
Service at Sterling-White
Cemetery in Highlands,
the Aguirre family was
present for their annual
visit.

Only feet from the
Wall of Honor lies the
burial site of LCPL An-
thony Aguirre, U. S. Ma-
rine who was killed in
action during Operation
Iraqi Freedom. The 21-
year-old Channelview
High School graduate
grew up always wanting
to be in the military.

“He was always very
sweet and was willing to
give you the shirt off his
back to help anybody,”
said Christina Castillo,
his older sister.

Castillo said he was a
proud person of his
school, his ROTC, his
country, and his heri-
tage.

“We knew from the
time he was three years
old that he was going to
be in the military,” she
said. At that age, he re-
ceived a brown military
jacket and would wear it
even when it was 103 de-
grees outside.

When Aguirre came
home on leave to visit, he
spent his time at the
Channelview ROTC
building talking to the
students and encourag-
ing them to join the mili-
tary.

Three weeks before
Aguirre died, he was in-
jured, and his staff ser-
geant brought him in to
discharge him.

“He (Anthony) got
down on his knees and he

begged him not to let him
go. He told his staff ser-
geant that his purpose in
life was serving his coun-
try and three weeks lat-
er, he laid down his life
for that staff sergeant
and a couple of dozens of
other brothers in arms,”
his sister said.

Aguirre and his pla-
toon were on a mine
clearing operation, and
he was in the lead in
front of the Humvee. Ma-
rines were posted on all
sides of the Humvee. The
order went out for them
to wrap up the sweep.
The next step Aguirre
took, he heard a click. He
didn’t immediately jump
or move out of the way.

“Instead, he kept his
foot down and told the
other 26 Marines stand-
ing around him to clear
the area and take cover,”
she told his story. “When
he saw that they were
out of harm’s way, he
took his foot off the de-
vice.”

LCPL Anthony Agu-
irre gave his life that day
so his Marine brothers

could live and preserve
freedom.

“When we were grow-
ing up, Alice Johnson
used to live across the
street from us,” his sister
Krystal Rodriguez said.
Johnson, a beloved custo-
dian, is the namesake for
one of the middle schools
in Channelview ISD.

“We always used to
talk about her and how
neat it would be to have a
school named after us,”
she said, not ever know-
ing then that Aguirre
would have Channel-
view’s second middle
school named after him
for being a war hero.

Each year his family
makes the sad trek from
Channelview to Sterling-
White Cemetery to re-
member their son and
brother on Memorial
Day.

For many named in
the Honor Roll Call and
the family of Aguirre, it’s
a painful reminder that
freedom is never free.

--By David Taylor,
managing editor
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HOLLYWOOD — Jennifer Aniston
must’ve loved “9 to 5” so much that she
plans to produce a reimagining of the
classic 1980 comedy. Jane Fonda con-
firmed in 2018 that a “9 to 5” sequel
was in the works with her, Lily Tomlin
and Dolly Parton set to reprise their
roles. It’s taken six years to make it
happen. Aniston has enlisted Oscar-
winning screenwriter Diablo Cody
(“Juno”) to create the screenplay.

Aniston’s last two films were “Mur-
der Mystery” and “Murder Mystery 2,”
and her series “The Morning Show” is
renewed for season four.

***
Jerry Seinfeld, whose film “Unfrost-

ed” dropped on May 4 on Netflix, re-
cently confessed that he hadn’t planned
who would play the Frosted Flakes
spokesman Tony the Tiger. Then he got
an iPhone video from Hugh Grant, who
pitched himself as Tony while holding
a glass of wine and sitting on a couch.

Seinfeld’s writing partner, Spike
Feresten, explained, “We were just
stunned on how homemade his audi-
tion was — and how good it was. Here’s
Hugh Grant at 8 o’clock at night be-
fore he goes to bed, crushing the lines.”
After Grant signed up, a lot of other
people started falling in: Melissa Mc-
Carthy, Amy Schumer, Max Green-
field, Christian Slater, James Marsden,
Jack McBrayer, and Jim Gaffigan as
Kellogg.

This is surprising when you remem-
ber Grant trashed his role as the Oom-
pa Loompa in “Wonka,” complaining,
“I couldn’t have hated the whole thing
more.” He was inconvenienced by the
motion capture technology that he had
to endure to play a little Oompa Loom-
pa. He also had to wear a special suit
to catch his movements, which he said
“was like a crown of thorns.” Then why
did he do it?

“I have lots of children, and I need
the money,” he confessed. (Grant has
five children with two women out of
wedlock.)

In addition to playing Tony in “Un-
frosted,” Grant’s got “Bridget Jones:

Mad About the Boy” and the horror thrill-
er “Heretic” coming soon.

***
Both Julie Andrews and Anne Hatha-

way have been saying for a while that
they wanted to revisit “The Princess Di-
aries.” The first film (released in 2001)
grossed $165.3 million, and the second
(released in 2004) grossed $134.7 million.
(Both were directed by the late, great
“Happy Days” producer Garry Marshall.)

Andrews said, “It’s quite a long time
since the two “Diaries” were done ... but
sometimes it’s best to leave a good thing
alone. ... There was dialogue about it.
Nothing was ever realized. ... I’d be very
happy if we did do another one, but I don’t
expect to.”

Dame Julie Andrews, who turns 89 on
Oct. 1, has, of late, done the voice of Lady
Whistledown in “Bridgeton,” and Marle-
na in “Minions: The Rise of Gru.” She and
daughter Emma Walton Hamilton have
written 35 children’s books, for which
they’ve also recorded the audiobooks. At
this stage, I’d rather read Julie Andrews’
uncensored diaries. You know that ev-
erything hasn’t always been supercalifra-
gilisticexpialidocious!

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

Jennifer Aniston in “The Morning Show”

Q: When is “Yellowstone” coming back
for its final season? I don’t watch any of
the spin-offs. I’m just waiting for the origi-
nal show to return. — A.W.

A: The wait is almost over for the sec-
ond half of the final season of “Yellow-
stone,” which last graced our screens in
January 2023. The delay can mostly be at-
tributed to the writers’ and actors’ strikes,
but there was also a major dispute between
the show’s creator Taylor Sheridan and
star Kevin Costner that most certainly was
a factor. Fortunately, the Paramount Net-
work has announced that production on the
remainder of the season has begun and
that you should expect to see those some
time in November of this year.

There is a spin-off in the works that will
continue to tell the Dutton family saga with
current cast members Kelly Reilly and Cole
Hauser and none other than Academy-
Award-winning actor Matthew McCon-
aughey (“Dallas Buyers Club”). The
yet-to-be-named spin-off is expected to pre-
miere on the Paramount channel in Decem-
ber and start streaming on Paramount+
soon after.

As for Costner, he knows who his audi-
ence is. He starred and directed the Os-
car-winning film “Dances with Wolves” and
has done the same for the upcoming two-
part western film “Horizon: An American
Saga,” which recently earned a 7-minute
standing ovation at the Cannes Film Fes-
tival.

***
Q:Since Steve Carell has said he won’t

appear in the upcoming new version of
“The Office,” is he going to keep acting in
movies instead? — J.S.

A:Like many versatile and talented ac-
tors in Hollywood today, Steve Carell
seems to enjoy acting in a mix of series and
films. Unfortunately, his last series with
Greg Daniels, “Space Force,” just didn’t gel
with audiences, and it was canceled after
two seasons. Now Daniels is creating a new
version of his hit series “The Office” with
an all-new cast.

This leaves Carell available for more se-
ries work. First up, he’s reteaming with his
“Date Night” co-star Tina Fey in the up-
coming Netflix series “The Four Seasons.”
He also just inked a deal to star in an up-
coming HBO comedy series created by Bill
Lawrence (“Scrubs”), which is “set on a col-

lege campus, centering on an author’s [pre-
sumably Carell’s character] complicated re-
lationship with his daughter.”

Amy Gravitt, executive vice president of
HBO & Max comedy programming, excited-
ly released the following statement: “The
combination of Steve Carell and Bill
Lawrence promises to be full of great laughs,
warmth and charm. We’re thrilled to be the
home for this long overdue collaboration.”

***
Q: Who is the actress playing Amy Wine-

house in the new movie about her? Also, did
she do her own singing, or did she lip-sync
over Amy’s vocals? — K.S.

A:Marisa Abela (“Industry”) stars in the
new Amy Winehouse biopic “Back to Black,”
directed by Sam Taylor-Johnson (“Fifty
Shades of Grey”), and yes, she did her own
singing. The actress took singing lessons dai-
ly for four months in order to sound like the
bluesy Brit.

“Back to Black” was released in theaters
on May 17 and will be available for stream-
ing at a later date.

S e n d  m e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a t
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com, or write me
at KFWS, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL
32803.

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

Academy-Award-winning actor Matthew McConaughey
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