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North Channel
Chamber Magic
Casino Night Aug.9

Plan for the Magic of
the Chamber Casino
Fundraiser, Friday
August 9th from 7pm
to 11pm at the Jacinto
City Town Center, 1025
Oates Road, Jacinto
City. Sponsorships now
available, from $200 to
$1800, proceeds to
NCAF scholarships. Call
713-450-3600.

Back2School Sales
Tax Holiday Aug.
9 thru Aug. 11

(AUSTIN) — Texas
Comptroller Glenn
Hegar is reminding
shoppers they can save
money on clothes and
school supplies during
the state’s sales tax
holiday on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday,
Aug. 9-11. This will be
the 25th year of Texas’
oldest sales tax holiday.

State law exempts
sales tax on qualified
items — such as
clothing, footwear,
school supplies and
backpacks — priced
below $100, saving
shoppers about $8 on
every $100 they
spend. The dates of
the sales tax holiday
and list of tax-exempt
items are set by the
Texas Legislature.

Continued. See SALES TAX
HOLIDAY, Page 2

Alr Alliance explains Caroon Capture benefits, risks

CHIC Meeting hears how new technology would improve Ship Channel environment

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

A proposal by ExxonMo-
bil in 2021 calling on in-
dustry along the Houston
Ship Channel and the fed-
eral government to raise
$100 billion for carbon cap-
ture and storage (CCS)
would turn the 50-mile
channel into a CCS hub.
Residents heard a brief
presentation by Air Alli-
ance Houston on the bene-
fits and risks to the
Channelview community
last week and some of the
progress on the proposal.

Many of the industrial
facilities along the ship

Carolyn Stone makes notes while listening
to the presentation by Air Alliance
Houston on hydrogen and carbon capture
and storage technology. Stone is the
founder of CHIC (Channelview Health and

Improvement Coalition.)

Alex Spike, Air Alliance Houston Climate
Justice coordinator, made a presentation to
the Channelview Health and Improvement
Coalition regarding hydrogen and carbon
capture and storage technology (CCS). The

technology is capable of capturing more
than 90 percent of carbon dioxide (CO2)
emissions from power plants and industrial

facilities.

channel produce carbon
dioxide and this new tech-
nology would capture it
before it leaves their plant,
then use it to develop a
myriad of products or store
underground in the Gulf of
Mexico as suggested by
some.

“We heard a brief pre-
sentation on this subject at
our most recent CAPLE
(Community Advisory
Panel to Lyondell and Eg-
uistar) meeting and I had
some questions about sub-
sidence,” said CHIC
founder Carolyn Stone.
While she said her ques-

Continued. See CHIC HEARS
ABOUT CARBON CAPTURE, page 6

Bottle Plant in Jacinto City to close

220 workers set to lose their jobs;
City seeks new tenant for building

JACINTO CITY - The
Ardagh Glass company
has announced that it is
closing its glass bottle
manufacturing plant on
Fidelity Street in Jacinto
City. It is estimated that
about 220 workers will lose
their jobs as a result, and
the City of Jacinto City will
lose one of its largest em-
ployers and tax-payers.

The glass bottle plant
was originally built by
Owens-Corning Glass com-
pany, and later acquired
by Anheuser-Busch’s
Longhorn Division in 2021.
The plant’s major custom-

er is the Budweiser plant
in Houston.

Jacinto City city manag-
er Lon Squyres told the
North Channel Star that
although the closing of the
plant will have a short-
term effect on the city’s
tax income, he expects that
another company will be
interested in the large
warehouse facility, which
is a fairly new quality
building. He also noted
that the Faust Distribut-
ing Company has an-
nounced a $24 million
dollar expansion, with ad-
ditional new employment,

View of the Ardagh Glass Bottle plant on Fidelity Street in Jacinto City, before it closed.

which will help offset the
loss of the Ardagh Glass
plant.

Ardagh issued the fol-
lowing statement to Pack-
aging Dive magazine.
“After reviewing current
beer market conditions, we
have announced the clo-

sure of our Houston, Tex-
as, glass production facili-
ty, effective July 2024,”
Ardagh Glass Packaging-
North America Vice Presi-
dent of Marketing,
Communications and New
Product Development
Gina Behrman wrote in a

statement to Packaging
Dive. “The affected cus-
tomer base will be supplied
from Ardagh’s remaining
glass manufacturing facil-
ities across the U.S.”

Continued. See ARDAGH PLANT IN
JC CLOSES, Page 3

Dignitaries, public attend final services for Sheila Jackson Lee

By Allan Jamail

Houston, TX. ~ Thursday,
August 1, 2024 at the Fall-
brook Church in North Hous-
ton over a thousand
constituents, friends and con-
gressional colleagues showed
up to bid their farewell to Con-
gresswoman Sheila Jackson
Lee (SJL).

Sheila Jackson Lee was
born January 12, 1950 and
passed away on July 19, 2024
and was the U.S. representa-
tive for Texas’s 18th congres-
sional district in Houston,
from 1995 until her death.
The district includes most of
central Houston. She was a
member of the Democratic
Party and served as an at-
large member of the Houston

Continued. See SHEILA JACKSON
LEE FINAL FAREWELL, Page 7 and
more photos, Page 7

ABOVE: Dignitaries on stage at the Jackson Lee’s funeral.
L - R: Democrat’s Congressional Progressive Caucus Chairwoman Pramila Jayapal, Civil Rights Leader Rev. Jesse
Jackson, Congressional Black Caucus Chairman Steven Horsford, 42nd President of the United States William Jefferson
Clinton & 67th United States Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. (Allan Jamail photo)

AT RIGHT: Vice President Kamala Harris gives eulogy at Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee’s funeral. Flowers in
Front grace the casket of Sheila Jackson Lee. [Allan Jamail photo)

Sylvester Turner, 5 others run
for 18th Congressional seat

HOUSTON - Today,
former Houston Mayor
Sylvester Turner an-
nounced his intention to
run for the Democratic
party nomination for
Congress, in the histor-
ic 18th Congressional
District in Texas. The
district has been repre-
sented for the past 30
years by Congresswom-
an Sheila Jackson Lee,

Sylvester Turner
Former Houston Mayor

who passed away on
July 19, 2024.

The Democratic Par-
ty’s nominee will be se-
lected by the Democratic
Executive Committee
members serving the
18th Congressional Dis-
trict pursuant to Demo-
cratic party rules. The
selection will be made in

Continued. See 18TH
CONGRESSIONAL SEAT, Page 2

3rd Person sentenced in Medina
murder at McDonald's on Uvalde

HOUSTON - The third
and final defendant con-
victed of killing 71-year-
old Martha Medina by
dragging her during a day-
time purse snatching out-
side an east Harris County
McDonald’s has been sen-
tenced to 50 years in pris-
on, District Attorney Kim
Ogg announced.

“These three men
schemed, watched and
waited to ambush someone
leaving a bank, and their

Martha Medina

greed cost this beloved
mother and grandmother
her life,” Ogg said. “While
we can’t undo the horrible
thing they did, we have
worked to ensure that they
spend decades in prison for
their actions.”

Lawrence Earl Thomas,
42, was convicted by a jury
of the first-degree felony of
engaging in organized

Continued. See 3RD PERSON
SENTENCED, Page 3



Page 2

Star % Courier / Press / North Channel STAR

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 2024

18th Congressional District,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

mid-August.

Mayor Turner also
released a list of en-
dorsements by promi-
nent leaders, which can
be found at the bottom
of this release and at
www.SylvesterTurner.com.

Mayor Turner made
the following statement:

“The historic 18th
Congressional District
in the heart of Houston
is without representa-
tion today. Upon the
passing of my dear
friend, Congresswoman
Sheila Jackson Lee, we
have a painful decision
to make. We need to se-
lect who will fill her
shoes, as we mourn her
death.

“For more than 35
years, I've watched the
Congresswoman serve
our community with vig-
or and integrity. She fol-
lowed in the footsteps of
Barbara Jordan, Mickey
Leland, and Craig
Washington with digni-
ty and helped preserve
the legacy of this histor-
ic seat.

“Only Sheila’s pass-
ing at this critical mo-
ment in the election
cycle could bring me out
of retirement. Given all
the uncertainty at the
national level, I believe
the 18th District needs
stability and continuity
in leadership.

“We must keep feder-
al resources flowing into

Sales Tax Holiday,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

preparation for the
back-to-school bell,” said
Hegar of the sales tax
holiday weekend, an
annual event since 1999.
“As the father of three, |
know firsthand how these
expenses add up over the
years, and this weekend is
the perfect time for folks
to save some of their hard-
earned cash on items they
need.”

The Comptrollers office
estimates that shoppers
will save $143.4 million in
state and local sales tax
during this years sales tax
holiday.

the district to address
challenges such as the
cancer cluster in Fifth
Ward and Kashmere
Gardens, and continued
funding for local organi-
zations for health care,
flood mitigation and ed-
ucation.

“Our next represen-
tative must also meet
the high bar of compas-
sion, caring, and hu-
manity that was the
hallmark of Sheila’s
leadership and public
service. Comforting
families who have lost
loved ones, spending
quality time with se-
niors while offering a
helping hand - for me,
these commitments de-
serve equal attention as
the Washington duties
of a member of Con-
gress.

“I have worked close-
ly with the Congress-
woman, U.S.
Presidents, and federal
departments at the
highest levels during my
time as mayor and 27
years in the Texas
House. I am best posi-
tioned to ensure the ball
is not dropped on servic-
ing the needs of the en-
tire 18th Congressional
District.”

Endorsements:

Congresswoman Liz-
zie Fletcher

State Representative
Senfronia Thompson

State Representative

Apparel and school
supplies that may be
purchased tax free are
listed on the Comptroller’s
website at
TexasTaxHoliday.org.

During the annual sales
tax holiday, qualifying
items can be purchased
tax free in person or by
any other means including
over the internet, by
telephone, or by mail.
Purchases are exempt
when either:

— the item is both
delivered to, and paid for

Harold Dutton

State Representative
Garnet Coleman

State Representative
Alma Allen

State Representative
Ana Hernandez

State Representative
Armando Walle

State Representative
Ann Johnson

State Representative
Jolanda Jones

County Judge Lina
Hidalgo

County Attorney
Christian Menefee

Commissioner Rod-
ney Ellis

Controller Chris Hol-
lins

Council Member Ab-
bie Kamin

Council Member
Carolyn Evans-Shabazz

Council Member Tif-
fany D. Thomas

Texas Democratic
Party Treasurer Odus
Evbagharu

Statewide Texas Co-
alition of Black Demo-
crats Chair Dr. Candice
Matthews

Pastor Darrell
Broussard

Pastor Isaac Mat-
thews

Pastor Ralph West

Gerald Womack

Tanya Dubose

Edna Griggs

Maxine Seals

SEIU-TX

(partial list)

by, the customer during
the exemption period; or

— the customer orders
and pays for the item, and
the seller accepts the
order during the exemp-
tion period for immediate
shipment, even if delivery
is made after the exemp-
tion period ends.

Toss it
into the
can. It’s

a neat
idea.
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CHARLOTTE'’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

Awareness

any years ago, President John F. Kennedy

challenged Americans with the words

“Ask not what your country can do for
you—ask what you can do for your country.” Even
though I was an infant, my parents must have had
the television on, as those words have always meant
so much to me. Often, I am asked why I engage in
certain projects, movements, or programs. Sometimes
it is because “it” is because there have been direct
impacts on my life. Sometimes, it is because it has
affected my family members. Sometimes, I am
involved because it is something I am enthusiastic
about.

I understand the pain of sexual abuse, mental
illness, prejudice, and not having a voice where it can
be heard, and solutions being brought forward. As I
sat in church on Sunday, the message was simple. It
was a quote from Jeff Brodsky, “Awareness without
action is apathy.” Let those words sink in.

If you notice there is something going on and you
do nothing about it, you are said to be apathetic. This
is so true. Look around and you will see homeless-
ness, children being raised in a single parent home,
elderly community members being forgotten, and
loose animals being neglected. You see the effects of
guns, drugs, and sexually oriented businesses. You
will too often notice pay day loan establishments
which charge outrageous interest, smoke shops and
gang symbols. Ask around and you will be told where
there are game rooms as well as trap houses.

I had one landlord tell me that they were aware
that several tenants were running game rooms which
pay out the winnings in cash. Their attitude was that
yes, that was illegal, but all they did was rent the
space, they were not responsible for what the tenants
did there. I asked the question would they rent out an
office space to someone who was performing a medical
procedure that was illegal in Texas. They quickly told
me they do not manage medical facilities. I am
concerned that when people see something and look
the other way, before you know it, it becomes accept-
ed. Do we really want our neighborhood streets to be
compared to those in southwest Houston like Bisson-
net, which is known for prostitutes walking up to cars
trying to sell sex? Do we want our children to see
these things and think it is normal?

I remember over thirty years ago, there were
several churches wanting to set up a crisis pregnancy
center off of Uvalde Road. Neighbors protested and it
was located in another part of Harris County. Why
did neighbors object to this, yet there were several
other businesses on the same street? Even more
alarming was that there were at least three “gentle-
men’s clubs” and two adult bookstores in a five mile
radius. Nobody seemed to object to those places.

How did apathy affect our community? Many
young girls ended up as erotic dancers with multiple
children from different men, who were diagnosed with
sexually transmitted diseases as well as addictions to
drugs and alcohol, not to mention those who were
physically, emotionally and financially abused by
these men.

We often complain about these issues, but if we are
not doing anything constructive to end the issues, we
are simply being apathetic. I challenge everyone
reading this to be sure your voter registration is up to
date, to research the candidates on the ballot, to
volunteer with a project you are passionate about and
to learn that when you give, you are more blessed
than ever.

Ardagh Bottle
plant in JC closes,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The report noted that
Ardagh is also halting pro-
duction at its Seattle wine
bottle manufacturing facil-
ity, possibly affecting an-
other 244 workers. Last
year, the company closed
its plants in Louisiana and
North Carolina.

Ardagh Group, which
boasts 20,000 employees
and 62 production facilities
worldwide, and 10 other
glass-making plants in the
U.S., is based in Luxem-
bourg. The company
launched an initial public
offering on the New York
Stock Exchange in 2017
and its worldwide revenue
was approximately $2.44
billion, as of its 2024 first
quarter report.

In August 2023, Food
Dive—a sister publication
to Packaging Dive—re-
ported that in Ardagh’s
second quarter 2023 earn-
ings call, Ardagh Chair-
man Paul Coulson said the
company’s revenues fell 12
percent, “severely impact-
ed by the controversy re-

lated to a major beer
brand.” Food Dive report-
ed that Coulson never
mentioned a specific brand
in the call, but during the
second quarter of 2023,
conservative beer drinkers
organized a boycott
against Bud Light after
the brand featured trans-
gender influencer Dylan
Mulvaney as part of a pro-
motion.

For a long time, glass
bottles have been the top
option for beer packaging,
but more and more beer
drinkers over the past few
decades have been prefer-
ring cans, according to
Packaging Dive magazine.
The Beer Institute report-
ed in 2020 that cans ac-
counted for nearly
two-thirds of beer volume.
The rise in large-format
can sizes, such as 16-ounce
containers and “crowlers”
of 32 ounces, along with
the ease in working with
aluminum cans over glass
bottles, are part of the rea-
son for this switch.

3rd Person
sentenced for
Medina Murder,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

criminal activity during
a four-day trial last week.
Afterward, a judge sen-
tenced him to 50 years in
prison. He must serve at
least half of the sentence
before he will be eligible for
parole.

Thomas and two other
men, Andrew Williams
aka John Williams and
Felton Ford, both 41,
worked together to commit
a purse snatching that led
to the death of Medina on
Sept. 23, 2021.

It was about 10 a.m.
when the three men
parked outside an area
bank, apparently looking
for someone to rob. They
watched Medina leave the
bank and followed her to a
McDonald’s restaurant in
the 400 block of Uvalde in
Cloverleaf. Thomas was
riding with Williams, and
Ford was in a different car
acting as a lookout.

Medina went into the
restaurant to get break-
fast, and when she came
out, Thomas grabbed her
purse, knocking Medina to
the ground, and got back
into the car that Williams
was driving.

Williams backed over
Medina as he reversed out
of his parking space and
then ran over her as they
sped away. She was taken
to an area hospital where
she died of her injuries.

Williams, who was free
on bond at the time of the

Lawrence Earl Thomas, 42

slaying for a different cap-
ital murder, was sentenced
to life without parole in
April 2023.

Felton pleaded guilty to
engaging in organized
criminal activity in ex-
change for a sentence of 30
years in prison in Septem-
ber 2023. He must also
serve at least half of the
sentence before he will be
eligible for parole.

Assistant District Attor-
ney Sean Kozar-King, who
is assigned to the DA’s tri-
al bureau, prosecuted the
three men with ADA Cam-
eron Calligan, division
chief in the DA’s Orga-
nized Crime Division.

“Engaging in organized
crime was the appropriate
charge for this defendant,
and because of his criminal
history he was facing 25
years to life in prison for
the first-degree felony,”
Kozar-King said. “The
most important thing is
that he spends decades be-
hind bars for what he did
to Martha Medina.”

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim:
“What is

The
Birthstone for
August?”’

AUGUST BIRTHSTONE

We have a birthday present for those born in
August: the stunning spinel has been added to your
month’s birthstone lineup! August now joins June and
December as the only months represented by three
gems. The original birthstone for August was Sard-
onyx, and then peridot was added, becoming August’s
primary gem. Now spinel adds its multitude of color
choices!

PERIDOT OVERVIEW

Though peridot is widely recognized by its brilliant
lime green glow, the origin of this gem’s name is
unclear. Most scholars agree that the word “peridot” is
derived from the Arabic faridat which means “gem,”
but some believe it’s rooted in the Greek
word peridona, meaning “giving plenty.” Perhaps
that’s why peridot is associated with prosperity and
good fortune. Rarely, peridot is also found inside
meteorites.

Peridot’s signature green color comes from the
composition of the mineral itself—rather than from
trace impurities, as with many gems. That’s why this
is one of few stones that only comes in one color,
though shades may vary from yellowish-green to olive
to brownish-green, depending how much iron is
present. Most of the world’s peridot supply comes from
the San Carlos Reservation in Arizona. Other sources
are China, Myanmar, Pakistan and Africa.

SARDONYX OVERVIEW

Sardonyx combines alternating layers of sard and
onyx—two types of the layered mineral chalcedony—to
create a reddish zebra-striped stone with white bands.
Sardonyx, like onyx, shows layers of parallel bands—
instead of the chaotic, curved bands that compose
agate, another type of chalcedony.

The finest examples of sardonyx, which display
sharp contrasts between layers, are found in India.
Other sources include Brazil, Germany, Czechoslova-
kia, Madagascar, Uruguay and the United States.

SPINEL OVERVIEW

The spinel is often assumed to be other gemstones
because it tends to resemble either a ruby or sapphire.
In fact, some of the most famous rubies in history have
turned out to be spinel. But its distinguishing features,
like its octahedral crystal structure and single refrac-
tion, are what sets it apart from other gems. Signifi-
cant deposits of spinel have been found in Cambodia,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. It has also been
found in Afghanistan, Australia, Brazil, Madagascar,
Nepal, Nigeria, Tadzhikistan, Tanzania and the U.S.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim” column
and for supporting the North Channel Star Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer and
precious metals broker. Pineforest Jewelry has been a proud
member of the Independent Jewelers Organization (IJO) and
the Retail Jewelers Organization (RJO) for many years. See
more at: www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.
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Raid of Bail Bond fraud; Stone Soup

A Watershed Moment
for Public Safety

Massive raid of bail bond bad actors nabs
dozens; advocacy from Precinct 2
Commissioner shined light on issues with
industry that harm public safety

One of my favorite stories as
a child was “Stone Soup.”

I don’t know if you know it
or not. It’s an old European
folktale, and there are a lot of
variations, but in most of them
two soldiers come into a town
during a war. They ask for food,
and everyone tells them they
have nothing to eat. So the sol-
diers build a fire, and they ask
an old woman if they can bor-
row a pot because they are go-

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

Harris County, TX — The recent multi-jurisdic-
tional raid and indictment alleging massive fraud
exposed “an illicit revolving door within the bond
system” according to FBI investigators.

Long before the “24 month long” investigation
began, Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner
Adrian Garecia led efforts to start holding the bail
industry accountable for their practices that were

Expanded Passenger Rail Again
on the Table

hurting public safety. In February of 2022 (28
months ago), Garcia proposed a Resolution at
Commissioners Court to call for the Bail Bond

Board to require 10% down payment for bonds of

people accused of certain violent crimes.
Reacting to the news that a bail industry

alleged bad actor is being held accountable by the
United States Attorney’s Office for the Southern
District, Commissioner Adrian Garcia has issued

the following statement:

“This is a watershed moment for public safety
in Harris County. While many use the issue of a

defendant’s constitutional right to pretrial

release to score political points, my office focuses
on action. Make no mistake, had it not been for

my office’s work to expose unethical, and what

turns out to be potentially illegal, activity by Bail

Bond Companies, Wednesday’s arrests don’t

happen. Over 2 years ago, after learning of what

some of these companies were doing, I proposed a
resolution to Harris County Commissioners Court
to call for 10% minimum down payment for bonds

for people accused of violent crime. The U.S.

attorney and FBI say their investigation began 24
months ago. Do the math. I am grateful to all the
law enforcement agencies and the US Attorney’s
Office for the Southern District for their work to

put a stop to this public safety threat.”

Commissioner Garcia first became aware of
possible issues within the bond industry after

meeting with Paul Castro, whose son was mur-
dered in a road rage incident following an Astros
game. While awaiting trial, the perpetrator was

able to secure release with bail offered by local
bonding company AABLE Bonds, the same

company who had bonded out a man accused of

ambushing and killing an HPD officer while out
on bond (also the same company that was raided
on Wednesday). Once that connection was made,

Garcia began working on finding ways to hold

Bail Bond companies accountable. That included

his advocacy for the Harris County Bail Bond

Board to begin requiring 10% down for suspects

accused of certain violent crimes.

In response to the news from Wednesday’s raid,

Paul Castro issued the following statement of

appreciation for Commissioner Garcia’s involve-

ment in this latest action.
“I want to thank Commissioner Garcia for

being the first local official to lead the charge for
bail reform in Harris County. Not long after my
son was killed, Commissioner Garcia asked what

he could do to support me. When I shared with
him what I learned about the inner working of
the bail system in Harris County and how dis-
count bail was being used for high-risk violent

offenders, he was angry. He got to work to put a
rule in front of the Bail Bond Board that would

tighten regulations for violent offenders, then

championed it from the floor. Though we lost the

first round, through his work and the work of
Representative Ann Johnson and then-State

Senator John Whitmire, the measure passed. Our

county is safer for this effort and I thank Com-

missioner Garcia for his leadership in making it

happen.”
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A huge pot of federal rail
funding and chronic highway
congestion are prompting some
Texas officials to again consid-
er expanding passenger rail in
Texas, according to The Texas
Standard.

Congress set aside $66 bil-
lion three years ago in the In-
frastructure Investment and
Jobs Act for rail projects across
the country, sparking some in-
terest in increasing passenger
rail service between the state’s
major cities.

“It’s like the perfect storm
forming, because 20 years ago
if we talked about passenger
rail in Texas, it would fall on
deaf ears,” said Peter LeCody
of the Texas Rail Advocates.

The state’s population is
projected to increase from 30
million now to 47 million by
2050, sparking concerns of in-
creased dependence on cars and
more road congestion.

A plan to build a high-speed
rail between Dallas and Hous-
ton with speeds of more than
200 miles per hour is back
on the drawing board after
Amtrak shelved it due to diffi-
culty acquiring land and lead-
ership issues, The Tribune
reported.

The Texas Central route has
acquired about 30% of the land
needed to build the Dallas-
Houston line, which is expect-
ed to require more than $30
billion in financing from gov-
ernmental and private sources.
A number of private landown-
ers remain steadfastly opposed
to giving up their land for the
proposed line.

UVALDE SCHOOL OFFICER
PLEADS NOT GUILTY

A former Uvalde school po-
lice officer pleaded not guilty
last week to charges of failing
to protect children killed and
wounded in the 2022 mass
shooting at Robb Elementary
School in Uvalde.

Adrian Gonzales is one of
two officers who have been in-
dicted after the slow response
to the shooter by nearly 400 law
enforcement personnel, The
Dallas Morning News reported.

Gonzales and former Uval-
de schools police Chief Pete
Arredondo were indicted by a
Uvalde grand jury in June.
Arredondo pleaded not guilty
on July 10.

“Mr. Gonzales’ position is he

did not violate school district
policy or state law,” said Nico
LaHood, the former district at-
torney for Bexar County. La-
Hood is representing Gonzales.

The May 22, 2022, attack
was one of the worst school
shootings in U.S. history.
Gonzales, one of the first offic-
ers to arrive, was indicted on
29 charges of not confronting
the shooter, even after hearing
gunshots while standing in a
school hallway.

INMATE PHONE FEES TO BE
SLASHED ACROSS STATE

Fees that Texas inmates pay
to make phone calls will be cut
drastically under new federal
regulations to take place next
year, The Tribune reported.

The Federal Communica-
tions Commission voted last
week to cap the price of inmate
phone calls and video calls as
low as 5 cents per minute.
Right now, rates across Texas
prisons and jails average 23
cents a minute.

Most of the revenue from
these calls — 60% — goes to the
contractor, with the rest going
to the state.

“The FCC’s order is a mas-
sive victory for incarcerated
people, their families, and their
allies who have spent decades
fighting the exploitative prison
telecom industry,” the Prison
Policy Initiative wrote in a
statement.

CENTERPOINT CEO
APOLOGIZES FOR BERYL
OUTAGES

The head of CenterPoint En-
ergy publicly apologized for
failing to quickly respond to
massive outages caused by
Hurricane Beryl, The
News reported.

Jason Wells told the Public
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Utility Commission last week
that he took “personal account-
ability” for the outages, which
affected hundreds of thousands
of customers throughout the
coastal region.

At least 36 people died be-
cause of the hurricane. Many of
the deaths were attributed to
heat.

“While we cannot erase the
frustrations or difficulties so
many of our customers en-
dured, I, and my entire leader-
ship team, will not make
excuses,” Wells added. “We will
improve and act with a sense
of urgency.”

At its peak, about 2.26 mil-
lion CenterPoint customers
were without power. Damage
from the storm is estimated at
$4.6 billion. The company is
seeking permission to harden
its wire system, with the costs
to be passed along to its rate-
payers.

$95 MILLION IN HOUSING
CREDITS ANNOUNCED

The Texas Department of
Housing and Community Af-
fairs has awarded more than
$95 million in housing tax
credits to help finance the de-
velopment or rehabilitation of
more than 60 rental properties
across the state. The awards
will help developers build or
repair more than 4,400 units
offering affordable rents to
qualified families.

“The Housing Tax Credit
Program serves as a crucial fac-
tor in making affordable hous-
ing available to hard working
families, senior citizens, and
persons with disabilities,” said
TDHCA Executive Director
Bobby Wilkinson.

A list of application awards
can be found at https://
tinyurl.com/4jztsjp3.

NATIVE BIGHORN SHEEP BEING
RELEASED IN WEST TEXAS

Desert bighorn sheep are be-
ing reintroduced in Franklin
Mountains State Park this fall
by the Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department in hopes of re-
storing a population that was
once extinct in Texas. The Aus-
tin American-Statesman re-
ported repopulation of the herd
at the park will being in Octo-
ber.

Currently, there are 11 free-
ranging herds with approxi-
mately 1,500 desert bighorn
sheep across Far West Texas,
from Big Bend to El Paso. Over-
hunting and disease led to the
sheep’s decline in the 1960s.
Competition from the aoudad,
an African species introduced
in Texas in the 1950s by private
ranchers, also contributed to
the bighorn sheep’s decimation.

TEXAS STILL LEADS NATION IN
JOB CREATION

Texas continues to outpace
the nation and lead all states
for jobs added over the past 12
months, according to the Texas
Workforce Commission. The
state’s civilian workforce
reached a new high of 15.311
million in June.

“Our civilian labor force of
15.3 million people in Texas
continues to prosper and break
records each month,” said TWC
Commissioner Alberto Trevifio
III.

Construction jobs grew by
4.4% last year, far outpacing
the national growth rate and
leading the state’s job growth.

ing to make stone soup.

“Soup from a stone?” the old
woman asks.

“Yes,” they say. “We are go-
ing to make stone soup!”

So the old woman loans
them a pot, and they fill it with
water, and they start cooking
a stone. “Soup from a stone!”
the old woman exclaims. “Imag-
ine that!”

Pretty soon, a small crowd
gathers. No one had ever heard
of making soup from a stone.

“Stone soup is wonderful,”
one soldier casually mentions.
“But it’s even better with a lit-
tle onion.”

“Oh! I have an onion,” some-
one offers, and throws it in the
pot.

“Carrots are also nice,” the
soldier adds. And, a few min-
utes later, someone throws
some carrots in the pot.

Soon, a little beef is put in,
and a few other ingredients are
added as the crowd grows. Be-
fore long, there is a large pot of
soup, and everyone in the vil-
lage is fed, including the two
soldiers. A village where every-
one said they had no food eats
a meal together—a meal that
would not have existed if it
were not for a stone.

I told my friend, Wally, this
was a favorite story of mine.

“I see men coercing others to
get what they couldn’t get
themselves!” Wally said. This
astonished me.

“But everyone ate!” I told
him. “No one even knew they
had soup—and they didn’t—
without first believing it was
possible.”

Wally is not convinced that
any good comes from telling a
lie. But I never saw it as a lie.
Because I believe in stone soup.

A couple of months ago, I
went to a beautiful little the-
ater in Mexico, in the town
where I spend the winter, and
I met with a producer there.
Suddenly, I saw the possibility
of doing a show in this space.
The whole thing was complete-
ly real in my imagination be-
fore I'd written a word. So I
worked on the script and I
planned all the costumes and
the music and everything need-
ed for the show. The show be-
came as real on the page as it
was in my mind.

Yesterday, I learned it
wouldn’t be possible to do my
show in the theater as planned.
I was very disappointed—for
about 12 hours. And then I re-
alized I had a pot of stone soup.

The theater and the produc-
er had never made it a show.
The show was made of all the
things I'd put into that simmer-
ing pot. It was the belief that I
could make a show—if I just
added enough ideas, if I stirred
those ideas long enough, if I
kept the fire going.

The soup was never about
the stone. The stone was the ex-
cuse to make the soup.

I have no idea where this
show will be performed, but I
am absolutely certain it will be,
because this soup is filled with
good things, put together in a
way I believe people will enjoy.

In the story, after everyone
has eaten, the old woman
shakes her head. “Soup from a

stone,” she says. “Imagine
that!”
Imagine that.

Till next time,
Carrie
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HOLLYWOOD — I wonder what
Clint Eastwood thinks of the upcom-
ing remake of his perfect 1964 classic
film “A Fistful of Dollars,” in which he
played “the Man with No Name.” This
launched his film career and gave birth
to the “spaghetti western” genre. When
I ran into Clint in 1964 in NYC after
he returned from Italy, where he was
shooting that classic, he said, “I'm re-
ally nervous because I didn’t have a
word of dialogue in that film.” I assured
him that with his looks and charisma,
it would be a cinch for the movie to hit
it big, and it did! The remake’s current-
ly shooting in Italy.

skeksk

Also headed for a remake is “The
Devil Wears Prada” (2006), which
starred Meryl Streep, Emily Blunt and
Anne Hathaway. It cost $40 million and
earned $326.7 million for 20th Centu-
ry Fox (now owned by Disney). Could
they suddenly want to remake it be-
cause Vanessa Williams is about to star
in a musical version of the show in Lon-
don on Aug. 17? Oh, yes, and the score
for her musical was written by Sir El-
ton John! Williams said of the charac-
ter Miranda Priestly, “I channel
Miranda through the dialogue [from
the film].”

skeskesk

Nicolas Cage’s breakout film was
1983’s “Valley Girl,” followed by his
starring in major roles in more than
120 films. He won an Oscar for “Leav-
ing Las Vegas” in 1997. This year, he
starred in the post-apocalyptic, action-
horror film “Arcadian,” which was re-
leased in April. He also starred in the
psychological thriller “The Surfer,”
which scored at the Cannes Film Fes-
tival in May, as well as the horror
thriller “Longlegs,” with Blair Under-
wood and Alicia Witt, which opened on
July 12.

Already in the can is “The Gunsling-
ers,” co-starring Heather Graham and
Stephen Dorff. It’s about a reformed
gunslinger and a mad genius in a town
named Redemption. Cage is currently

Vanessa Williams (Upcoming in the musical “The Devil
Wears Prada’)

preparing for “The Prince,” with Gian-
carlo Esposito and Andy Garcia. It was
inspired by second son Hunter Biden,
with a screenplay by acclaimed writer
David Mamet.

Despite all this, Cage, at 60, is talk-
ing about retiring from acting in films.
He stated,”] may have three or four more
movies left in me. ... I do feel I've said
what I've had to say with cinema.” He
admitted that one of his favorite films
was 2021’s “Pig,” in which he played an
Oregon truffle-hunter whose pig is kid-
napped. It cost a mere $3 million and only
grossed $3.9 million.

Cage was then relegated to a voice role
in “Spider-man: Beyond the Spider-
Verse,” which co-stars Hailee Steinfeld,
Brian Tyree Henry, Jake Johnson, Os-
car Isaac, Jason Schwartzman, Issa Rae,
John Mulaney, and Mahershala Ali. Is
this a fitting exit film and the best way
to end an impressive Oscar-winning act-
ing career? If he planned to go out on top,
this is not the one to go out with; it will
leave his fans totally Cage-free!

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

ENTERTAINMENT
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LEON ERROL STREET

Leon Errol Street, a
cherished family man and
proud veteran, passed away
on July 30, 2024, in
Houston, Texas at the age of
84. Lovingly known as Errol
by his family and friends, he
was born on October 31,
1939, in Tulsa, Oklahoma, to
the late Willa (Rollins) and
Austin Street. Errol’s
journey through life was
marked by his loving nature,
adventurous spirit, and deep
faith.

Errol graduated from
Galena Park High School in
the class of 1958, setting the
stage for a life full of
dedication and hard work.
His commitment was
evident in both his personal
and professional life. He
served honorably in the
Navy, a period of service
that left a lasting impres-
sion on him and instilled
values that he carried
throughout his life.

On December 17, 1960,
Errol married the love of his
life, Betty Marie Street.
Their union was one of
mutual respect and unwa-
vering support, character-
ized by shared moments of
joy and an enduring bond
that stood the test of time.
Together, they raised a
family that would become
Errol’s greatest pride.

Errol’s work ethic shone
brightly during his 23 years
at Armco Steel, where he
retired with a legacy of
respect from his colleagues.
He was also a lifelong active
member of South Main
Baptist Church, where he
lived out his faith and
contributed to the communi-
ty.

He is preceded in death
by his parents; his beloved
wife, Betty; and his grand-
son, Jason Godoy. Errol is

lovingly survived by his
children, Aaron Street and
wife Kimberly, Elizabeth
Marie Steele-Langhoff, and
Lara Coronado and husband
Stephen. He was a grandfa-
ther who left a legacy of love
and wisdom for Jeremy
Godoy, Robert Crook, Nicole
Kitts and her husband Jay,
Leah Steele, Brennen
Coronado, Austin Coronado,
Cameron Coronado, and
Dillon Coronado. His
memory will be cherished
and kept alive through the
stories and lessons he
imparted to each of them.

Errol had a passion for
life that was evident in his
many interests. He was an
avid golfer who enjoyed the
camaraderie and challenges
of the game. Fishing and
camping were more than
hobbies; they were his way
of connecting with nature
and indulging in the
tranquility of the outdoors.
Errol was often found with a
cup of coffee in hand,
pondering over the latest
weather events as a
dedicated “weather watch-
er.” His love for western
history was more than a
pastime; it was a reflection
of his adventurous spirit.

Family was the corner-
stone of Errol’s life. He
relished spending time with
his loved ones, creating
memories that would last a

lifetime. He was a pillar of
strength and support,
always there to offer a
helping hand or a listening
ear. His family knew they
could count on him for
guidance, a good story, or a
hearty laugh.

Errol’s life was a
testament to the values he
held dear: love, adventure,
and faith. These words not
only describe him but also
define the legacy he leaves
behind. His presence will be
profoundly missed, but his
influence will continue to be
felt by all who had the
privilege of knowing him.
Errol Street’s life was one of
purpose and joy, and he will
be remembered as a man
who lived fully, loved
generously, and believed
deeply.

The family invites you to
remember Errol at his
visitation on Tuesday,
August 6th, 2024, at Carter-
Conley Funeral Home from
9:30 A.M. until funeral
services begin at 10:30 A.M.
Following the funeral
service, a police escorted
funeral procession will
depart for a 12:45 P.M.
graveside service at Houston
National Cemetery where he
will be laid to rest with his
wife. Military honors will be
presented at the graveside
and will be under the
direction of Carter-Conley
Funeral Home.

Carter * CoNLEY
FUNERAL HOME

13701 Corrus CHRISTI STREET

Houston, Texas 77015
(713) 455-5100

Wwww.CARTERCoNLEYFH.com

CHIC hears about Carbon

Capture,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tions went unanswered at
the meeting, she reiterat-
ed the concern for subsid-
ence since most of the area
is under orders to use
mostly surface water in
combination with existing
wells.

Alex Spike, Air Alliance
Houston Climate Justice
coordinator, has a back-
ground in air science and
he studied air pollution
meteorology at the Univer-
sity of Houston.

Spike didn’t focus on the
subsidence issue but pre-
sented a basic look at how
CCS and hydrogen could
be the world’s next source
of energy.

According to the Center
for Climate and Energy
Solutions, “Carbon cap-
ture, use, and storage tech-
nologies can capture more
than 90 percent of carbon
dioxide (CO2) emissions
from power plants and in-
dustrial facilities.”

That’s promising news,
according to Spike, who
said he believed the old
LyondellBassell plant in
Pasadena may be the next
location for a hydrogen
plant and possibly the hub
for the ship channel.

Spike said captured car-
bon dioxide can be stored
in underground geologic
formation or be put to pro-
ductive use in the manu-
facture of fuels, building
materials, enhanced oil re-
covery and more.

The CCES reports there
are 30 commercial-scale
carbon capture projects
that are operating around
the world with 11 more
under construction, and
153 in different stages of
development.

Carbon capture can
achieve 14 percent of the
global greenhouse gas
emissions reductions need-

ed by 2050, according to
the CCES website, and is
viewed as the only practi-
cal way to achieve deep de-
carbonization in the
industrial sector.

According to energy.gov,
hydrogen is an attractive
fuel option for transporta-
tion and electricity gener-
ation applications.

“Hydrogen is a clean
fuel that, when consumed
in a fuel cell, produces only
water. Hydrogen can be
produced from a variety of
domestic resources, such
as natural gas, nuclear
power, biomass, and re-
newable power like solar
and wind,” the website
said.

It can be used in cars, in
houses, for portable power,
and in many more applica-
tions.

Hydrogen also appears
first on the periodic table
of elements with an atom-
ic number of 1.

“H2 is ‘plug and play’
and can step in for fossil
fuels including methane
gas,” he told the dozen or
so in attendance. “It’s not
energy dense compared to
fossil fuels, and burning
H2 produces NOx,” he
said.

He explained all types of
H2 are power intensive
and green H2 is water in-
tensive.

There are other nega-
tives associated with hy-
drogen, according to Spike.

“It could, and probably
will, prolong fossil econo-
my, is less efficient than
simply electrifying many
uses, and is highly flam-
mable if under pressure,
even explosive,” he told the
environmentalists present.

Hydrogen is lighter
than air and Spike said it
would require detection

and monitoring equipment
which is currently nascent
and costly.

“When you get down to
it, carbon capture and stor-
age is energy intensive and
doesn’t capture all emis-
sions,” Spike said.

“C0O2is a heavy gas and
won’t float away,” he de-
scribed it as a cloud that
hovers close to the ground.

“It requires pipelines
and is corrosive. CO2 injec-
tion requires more wells
that often blowout,” he
said, “and keeps bad facil-
ities like W. A. Parish in
Richmond, Texas open
longer.”

HyVelocity Hub an-
nounced on Oct. 13, 2023,
that they had been select-
ed by the U.S. Department
of Energy Office of Clean
Enervy Demonstrations to
begin award negotiations
for the development of the
Hub. They are expecting to
receive up to $1.2 billion in
Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law funding. They are
supported with industry
partners such as AES Cor-
poration, Air Liquide,
Chevron, Mitsubishi Pow-
er Americas, ExxonMobil,
@rsted, and Sempra Infra-
structure. HyVelocity is
administered by GTI Ener-
gy and includes a wide ar-
ray of organizations,
including organizing par-
ticipants, the University of
Texas at Austin, The Cen-
ter for Houston’s Future,
and Houston Advanced
Research Center. HyVeloc-
ity also has 90-plus sup-
porting partners from
industry, community en-
gagement and labor orga-
nizations, non-profits,
academic, and state and
local governments.
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Dignitaries, public attend final services for Sheila Jackson Lee

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

City Council before being
elected to the House. She was
also co-dean of Texas’s con-
gressional delegation.

Sheila was born in Queens,
New York, her father, Ezra
Clyde Jackson, who was born
in Brooklyn, was a comic book
artist and the son of Jamai-
can immigrants. Her mother,
Ivalita Bennett Jackson, was
a nurse, and came to New
York at an early age from her
birthplace of St. Petersburg,
Florida.

Jackson Lee graduated
from Jamaica High School in
Queens. She earned a schol-
arship for Black students at
New York University before
transferring to graduate with
a Bachelor of Arts in political
science from Yale University
in 1972 and a Juris Doctor
from the University of Virgin-
ia School of Law in 1975. In
1987, after she had moved to
Houston, she was appointed
as a municipal judge for the
city by Kathy Whitmire. In
1989, Jackson Lee was elect-
ed to the Houston City Coun-
cil. She served in the office
until 1994 when she began a
campaign for a seat in the
U.S. Congress. In the Demo-
cratic primary, she defeated
incumbent Craig Washington
and went on to easily win the
general election.

Because Kamala Harris
the Vice President of the Unit-
ed States would be attending
the Secret Service required a
pre-registration application in
order to be vetted so they’d
know whose attending and
who'll be inside the building.

Attendees had to undergo
being checked by SS bomb
sniffing dogs and metal detec-
tion walk-thru portals plus
then another SS agent per-
formed a more sensitive full
body scan to detect small met-
al objects on a person.

As a member of the News
Media Pool photographers
each of us had our entire cam-
era bags checked and even the
photo lens were taken out of
their protective cases and ex-
amined to make sure they
hadn’t been altered into a
weapon. We were then given
a special identification badge,
and then escorted by a SS
agent to a reserved area for
the media only.

The media location was
about 400 feet from the podi-
um and only photographers
who had strong enough tele-
photo lenses could photograph
the stage participants. There
was over 50 media represen-
tatives, I was there represent-
ing the North Channel Star
and their other news affiliates
(Crosby Star Courier / North
East News).

US VICE PRESIDENT
KAMALA HARRIS EULOGY:

Vice President Harris re-
ceived a standing ovation
upon entering the stage. And
while delivering the eulogy,
said, “She had such an impact
on me and my life,” Harris
said. “To know Sheila, she
could be tough, but, oh my
goodness, she was so loving
and so encouraging. She al-
ways encouraged me, so I
called shortly before she
passed away to thank her for
that.”

“Jackson Lee was a change
maker. She worked with all
her heart to lift up the people
of her city, of her state, and of
our nation.

Harris, who also worked
with Jackson Lee while a
member of the Congressional
Black Caucus (CBC), de-
scribed the Texas congress-
woman as a “force of nature.”

She was “one of the smart-
est and most strategic legis-
lators in Washington, D.C.,
said Harris, the former Cali-
fornia senator. “She was also
one of the most unrelenting
never yielding legislators
while seeking her goals.”

Harris said, to know her
was to know a true champion,
a fierce champion for justice,”
Harris said. “Sheila Jackson
Lee was a woman of deep faith
and deep compassion. She was
a beloved member of our Al-
pha Kappa Alpha sorority,
and she was a dear, dear
friend to my husband Doug
and me.”

“When it came to crafting
policy, there was no detail too
minor, or point of order too ob-
scure,” Harris said. “If it need-
ed to be understood, the
congresswoman would make
sure everyone understood it
and understood it well, and
used it to the benefit of the

Program Cover - Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee,
January 12, 1950 - July 19, 2024

Vice President Kamala Harris delivers the Eulogy.

(Contributed Photo)

United States Armed Forces takes Congresswoman Lee’s casket to hearse for cemetery and
burial services. [Allan Jamail photo)

Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton acknowledges the long Former President Bill Clinton praises the late
standing ovation received and asks to help elect VP Kamala Harris
as the nation’s first female president. (Allan Jamail photo)

Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee and thanked her
husband Dr. Elwyn Lee, Erica Lee Carter, daughter and

Jason Lee, son for their sharing Sheila to do her
congressional duties to make a better fairer nation.

(Allan Jamail photo)

Vice President Kamala Harris delivers the Eulogy for Sheila Jackson Lee, whose casket covered with flowers is at right in photo. At left, Jesse Jackson, and
Former President Bill Cllinton and former First Lady Hillary Clinton. (Contributed Photo).

people she served.”

Harris drew laughs from
the audience when she admit-
ted “There were times ... if I
saw her walking down the
hall, I would almost want to
hide.” “Because I knew,” she
continued, “whatever else
may be on my mind, Sheila
Jackson Lee would require a
very serious and specific con-
versation with you about what
she had on her mind.”

Harris said Jackson Lee
wasn’t afraid to do what she
needed for residents in Hous-
ton.

“Sheila Jackson Lee would
always find a way to help,
even if she needed to get a lit-
tle creative. As some of you
may remember, a number of
years ago, the city of Houston
faced a budget shortfall, and
to save money, decided to
close a number of public
pools,” Harris said. “Well,
Sheila Jackson Lee wasn’t
having that. And so she called
around, as the story goes, to
business leaders across Hous-
ton and convinced them to do-
nate more than $350,000. And
those pools then stayed open
all summer long.”

FORMER PRESIDENT
BILL CLINTON:

Former President Bill Clin-
ton recalled adding Jackson
Lee to his “just say yes list”
during her first term in the
House. The list normally was
reserved for more senior mem-
bers of Congress, but Jackson
Lee’s persistence on her pri-
orities made her the most jun-
ior addition to the “short list,”
he said.

“I knew, whatever she
wanted, it was good,” Clinton
said. “It was good for some-
body; it was trying to help

somebody.”

Clinton said Sheila led sev-
eral presidents into doing the
correct thing to make justice
fairer to everyone. Emphasiz-
ing, “We are the longest last-
ing democracy in human
history because we had
enough people like Sheila
Jackson Lee.”

FORMER U.S. SECRE-
TARY OF STATE HILLARY
CLINTON:

Former Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton when going to
the podium received a long
standing ovation. She chose
Jackson Lee to be a co-chair
of her 2008 campaign for pres-
ident, said the greatest way
the attendees could honor her
would be by organizing to help
VP Kamala Harris win the
presidential election in No-
vember.

“Come next January, when
our first woman president
takes the oath of office, I'll be
thinking of Sheila, wondering
what up in heaven she’s wear-
ing, what magnificent long
scarf she has wrapped around
herself, what hairdo she has
managed to achieve for this
special occasion,” Clinton
said. “I'll be thinking of her ...
and all the generations of
women who helped to make
that day possible because they
never stopped believing.”

FORMER MAYOR
SYLVESTER TURNER:

Former Houston Mayor
Sylvester Turner recalled her
many small acts of service to
the city while in office, includ-
ing paying for the restoration
of a church in Acres Home.
And her efforts just this past
May distributing food and wa-
ter aid while she was battling
cancer.

“Sheila, I want to thank
you on behalf of the local com-
munity for bringing the world
to the 18th Congressional Dis-
trict,” Turner said. Shelia is
credited with bringing billions
of grant dollars to Houston
and Harris County to improve
living conditions.

YUROBA HARRIS,
CHIEF DISTRICT DIREC-
TOR OF OPERATIONS:

The Congresswoman was
more than a boss to me. She
was my mentor and a close
family friend. I've known her
all my life from when she
worked with my mother on po-
litical and community mat-
ters.

When the opportunity
arose and she asked me to join
her staff she told me “we are
finally together.” It was a
privilege and an honor to work
with her to provide services to
the citizens and communities
of the 18th Congressional dis-
trict. Ithank God for the won-
derful precious moments. Her
legacy lives on and we will
truly miss her. Forever our
Champion for the people.
Much love and respect to my
“Madam Queen Congress-
woman”

Some who are called to ser-
vice to our nation must accept
the responsibility of sustained
excellence. This is what Con-
gresswoman Sheila Jackson
Lee required. The Congress-
woman was not only a repre-
sentative of the 18th
Congressional District, she
considered herself the con-
gresswoman for all Texas.

As a member of her staff, I
was required to believe that
through strategic strategy
and God’s will, all things were

possible. What people didn’t
understand about her was her
commitment to the people and
those less fortunate. That
commitment was shared by
both of us. Yes, I was under
pressure weekly to perform at
the highest level. However, I
accepted the task. Anyone on
her staff who was not willing
to work and put in long hours
never lasted long.

Most had no idea the drive
and determination Congress-
woman Lee possessed. I ac-
cepted the challenge day in
and day out with the complete
understanding that we were
making a difference in peo-
ple’s lives. Together, we initi-
ated service that literally
saved lives. There are too
many instances where I felt
overwhelmed, but at the end
of it all, this past week, it re-
ally hit me, with the outpour-
ing of love and gratitude from
so many people, I know we
made a difference. I am so
honored and blessed to have
worked for Congresswoman
Sheila Jackson Lee and the
citizens of our great city, a city
that we both loved passionate-
ly, Houston Texas. She would
say I am about the people of
the United States of America
and the people of Houston,
Texas. I loved her as a friend
and considered her family. In
my heart, she is simply irre-
placeable.

In closing, I will share a
quote she shared with me
“You don’t make progress by
standing on the sidelines,
whimpering and complaining.
You make progress by imple-
menting ideas.”

Shirley Chisholm

SHELIA’S DAUGHTER
ERICA & SON JASON COM-
MENTS:

Erica Lee Carter, Shelia’s
daughter said, who wore piec-
es of her mother’s famed out-
fits to the service. “Today I
wore her cape, I wore her
cloth, but I will never wear
her crown,”

Jason Lee “Her son said
that despite her legacy as a
public official, her first prior-
ity was to her family. He re-
called her passing at the
hospital in Houston, where he
told Jackson Lee “you were a
good mom” right before she
died.

“Her greatness, for every-
thing else that it was, it was
in her love for her family,” Lee
said. “Hearing she had com-
pleted that mission, she knew
she could go.”

NC STAR WRITER AL-
LAN JAMAIL:

“As I write this article as a
reporter I'd like to also say
from a personal observation
from working with her on sev-
eral news stories that I think
SJL was always burning her
candle from both ends. She
was like a candle in the wind,
that blew out way too soon.”

Many praise her as a great
leader; I say no, she was a
great leader of leaders.

She was so goal orientated
she never took the time to
take care of her own health.
She cared so much about oth-
ers health and well being she
neglected her own. Shelia had
so much life left in her before
she died. She was 74 when she
died on July 19 after being
treated for pancreatic cancer.”

There’s been many times
she said I wasn’t a friend but
I was a family member to her.
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