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CHANNEL
CURRENTS

Sheldon FFA
Livestock Show
& Sale Jan. 18
The Sheldon ISD FFA will
hold their 68th Annual
Livestock Show Jan. 16-
17 starting at 4pm, and
the Auction Saturday
Jan. 18 at 2pm at the Ag
Center 17522 Beaumont
Hwy, 77049. Buyers
Luncheon 1pm on Jan.
18 at the Ag Center.
More information:
robynjones@sheldonisd.com,
or amandalangley
@sheldonisd.com.
All are welcome.

North Channel
Chamber 48th
Annual Gala

North Channel Area
Chamber of Commerce
presents  its 48th Annual Gala
on Friday, January 31, 2025
6:30pm Reception, 7:00pm
Dinner. Attire: Cocktail
Masquerade.

Awards and Installation
Gala Banquet, at the Hyatt
Regency Baytown Houston
Hotel.Tickets $100. RSVP 713-
450-3600 or
yesenia@ncachamber.com.

THEA: Toxic Nurdles,
Page 5

Sheldon ISD School Board,
Page 2

Danna Nino,
President of The
North Shore
Rotary Club,
participating in
the Christmas
community
service initiative
See Pages 1,6

NS Rotary Christmas Food Basket
Initiative to Needy Families

“State of the College” Report Showcases
San Jacinto College’s Commitment to R.I.S.E

Galena Park HS Class of ‘74
Celebrates Their 50th Reunion

Houston, Texas — The
Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral of Texas has sued Har-
r i s  C o u n t y  o v e r  t h e
county’s Community Pros-
perity Program, known as
Uplift 2. The program pro-
vides $500 per month via
a preloaded debit card
which comes with spend-
ing restrictions. Families
eligible for this program
live below 200% of the fed-
eral poverty line.

The program was devel-
oped after the Texas Su-
preme Court froze another
Harris County program,
Uplift Harris, which would
have provided $500 a
month to underserved
County residents with few-
er spending restrictions.

UPLIFT 2.0
Harris County Attorney
Responds to Lawsuit Over
Harris County’s Guaranteed
Income Program

The Community Prosperi-
ty Program incorporated
guidance from the Texas
Supreme Court by limiting
the categories of items par-
ticipants could purchase
with the funds, such as
housing, utilities, trans-
portation, groceries, medi-
cal  care,  professional
development, bill pay-
ments, clothing, and other
essential needs.

Harris County Attorney
Christian D. Menefee, who
represents Harris County
in all civil litigation, issued
the following statement:

“After a lawsuit from
Ken Paxton regarding the
Uplift Harris program, Members of the Galena Park High School Class of ’74 gathered at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Shenandoah,

Texas, to celebrated their 50th reunion.  More than 100 classmates returned for the auspicious occasion, not
counting spouses and guests, attended the milestone event.

PASADENA, Texas –
Dr. Brenda Hellyer, Chan-
cellor of San Jacinto Col-
lege, delivered the 2024
State of the College ad-
dress recently, highlight-
i n g  t h e  C o l l e g e ’ s
commitment to resilience,
innovation, support, and
excellence (R.I.S.E). The
event, held both virtually
and in person, brought to-
gether the San Jacinto
College Board of Trustees,
elected officials, communi-
ty members, and College
employees.

This year’s theme,
“R.I.S.E.,” emphasized
how San Jacinto College is
continuously advancing to
meet the needs of its stu-

dents, the community, and
regional workforce. Dr.
Hellyer illustrated each
component of the R.I.S.E.
framework with personal
stories and program high-
lights:

Resilience – Hellyer
shared the inspiring jour-
ney of Ted Tolley, a San
Jacinto College graduate
who, at age 74, was the old-
est member of the 2024
graduating class. After a
50-year journey toward
completing his degree, Ted
embodies resilience and
perseverance.

Innovation – Embrac-
ing a forward-thinking ap-
proach, San Jacinto College
is launching new programs

to meet workforce de-
mands, including biotech-
nology, cybersecurity, and
education. Dr. Hellyer also
highlighted the debut of
San Jac Online, an initia-
t ive expanding onl ine

Brenda Hellyer Chancellor of San
Jacinto College.

course offerings to increase
access and flexibility for
students.

Support – Recognizing
the importance of student
support, Dr. Hellyer de-
tailed various services de-
signed to ensure student
success. Resources such as
the SJC Marketplace, vet-
eran services, childcare,
transportation assistance,
and the San Jac Cares pro-
gram provide essential sup-
port for students striving to
complete their educational
goals. She also comple-
mented the institution’s
student services team for
helping students through
challenges this summer in-
cluding a revamped FAFSA

and a new Apply Texas ap-
plication.

Excellence – Excel-
lence remains a core value
at San Jacinto College,
with recent achievements
reflecting this standard.
Dr. Hellyer proudly men-
tioned the College’s nomi-
nation for the 2025 Aspen
Prize for Community Col-
lege Excellence, the selec-
tion of Dr. Celucien Joseph
as the College’s Minnie
Stevens Piper nominee,
and the accomplishments
of Yakob Zumlot, a San Ja-
cinto College alumnus now
in his second year of medi-
cal school at the Universi-
ty of Houston. Zumlot’s
journey, from immigrating

with his family from the
Middle East in 2014 to pur-
suing a career in medicine,
serves as a testament to the
College’s impact.

“We are honored to be
part of a community dedi-
cated to building a stronger
regional workforce and ad-
vancing educational oppor-
tunit ies , ”  Dr.  Hel lyer
shared. “Together, we RISE
to support our students and
their aspirations.”

To explore more about
San Jacinto College’s dedi-
cation to resilience, innova-
t i o n ,  s u p p o r t ,  a n d
excellence, please visit the
State of the College’s
web page.

Continued. See TEXAS ATTORNEY
GENERAL SUES, Page 6

By David Taylor

For decades, one of the
most important tasks per-
formed by North Shore Ro-
tarians is the giving of food
at Christmas to families
who are in need. This year
was a little different. The
need was greater than
ever.

“We used to do this at
the Holiday Inn in Chan-
nelview when we met
there for our meetings,”
said Danna Nino, presi-
dent of the North Shore
Rotary Club.

“The county would send
us some help that morn-
ing, we would assemble all
the baskets, have a brief
meeting and eat lunch,
then Rotarians would take
the names and fan out
across the community and
d e l i v e r  t h e m  t o  t h e
homes,” she said.

It was a great time of
bonding for Rotarians who
went in groups of two or
three and many saw for
themselves the great need
for the families. Some Ro-
tarians told stories of them
reaching into their own
pockets and giving them

Good Deeds: North Shore Rotarians distribute
300 Baskets of Holiday meals to Needy Families

North Shore Rotary Rotarians standing behind the baskets full of food for the people in need.

money to help. It became
a heartstring touching
time to visit the family and
see the children them-
selves.

“We could see the sur-
prise on their face when
they opened their door and
the tears of gratitude,”
said past president Bill
Palko. “We miss that part
of the process, but it’s more
important that they actu-
ally receive the food.” Pal-
ko said they could see the
struggle of the families and

knew it was money they
could now spend on pre-
sents instead of food.

Unfortunately, a lot of
the addresses they had
been given were to homes
that were vacant or the
family didn’t live there.

“The families knew they
were getting the baskets,
but we couldn’t find them,”
she said.

Rotarians, being practi-
cal, wanted to ensure the
families were receiving the
help they desperately

needed and in a timely
fashion, so they changed
the process about five
years ago.

“It takes the fun out of
it for us because we don’t
get to deliver them any-
more, but this 100 percent
ensures that the families
that need it receive it,”
Nino said.

Now, the school, which
provides the names for the
students in need through
counselors and the nurses
office, can call the families

when the food arrives, and
they come and pick it up.

“We pack it all up here
at the North Shore Rotary
Pavilion on Wallisville
Road, the districts send
box trucks to pick up their
allotment, and then they
deliver them to each of
their campuses in the dis-
trict. The schools then no-
tify the families that the
food is ready for pickup,”
she described the process.

Nino also said that they
really couldn’t leave the
baskets on the doorsteps if
no one was home because
some of the food was per-
ishable and wildlife, pets,
or bugs could also get into
the baskets.

“That meant us having
to come back to homes at 7
or 8 at night which wasn’t
always a good thing ei-
ther,” she said.

For years, they have
been packing 250 baskets,
but this year, they in-
creased it to 300 because
of the need.

“In that basket, they get
everything they need to

Continued. See NC ROTARIANS
FOOD BASKET GIVEAWAY, Page 6
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SHELDON ISD NEWS
New Sheldon ISD Board
Members Sworn into Office

At the December 17
School Board Meeting, the
Board declared the op-
posed and unopposed
board members are elect-
ed. The following were ad-
ministered the oath of
office and sworn in:

Position 1 - Candace
Randall

Position 2 - Latricia Ar-
chie (unopposed)

Position 3 - Darius Pro-
vost-Evans

Candace Randall is a
lifelong resident of Shel-
don ISD and a dedicated
member of the community.
She is the proud mother of
two daughters, one attend-
ing Sheldon Lake Elemen-
tary and the other at King
High School.  Candace
earned her Bachelor’s de-
gree in Interdisciplinary
Studies from the Universi-
ty of Houston-Downtown
and her Master’s in Special
Education from Lamar
University.

With over 12 years of
experience in education,
Candace’s career began
right here in Sheldon ISD.
She has served in various
roles, including teacher’s
aide, math teacher, re-
source teacher, co-teacher,
special education depart-
ment chair, and is current-
ly the program director for
an after-school initiative.
Her commitment to educa-
tion extends beyond the
classroom, as she regular-
ly volunteers and actively
participates in community
events throughout Shel-
don.

Latricia Denise Archie
is a lifelong resident of the
Sheldon community. She’s
a 1988 graduate of C. E.
King School. She graduat-
ed from San Jacinto Col-
lege North where she
received an Associate De-
gree in Music and A Cer-
tificate of Technology in
Licensed Vocational Nurs-
ing (LVN)Ms. Archie loves
her community and loves
to serve in her communi-
ty. She’s a dedicated volun-
teer in the district. She has
two wonderful sons who
are graduates of Sheldon
ISD. Latricia is passionate
about Sheldon ISD  district
and the students and
teachers. She desires that
every child that graduates
from this premier school
district is successful and
that every teacher and
staff in the district are
equipped with everything
they need to make sure our
children are successful.
She is a God fearing wom-

an that lives by faith and
walks in integrity. She
quotes, “ I love what I do
and love the people I
serve.”

Darius Provost-Evans is
a foster dad and educator
with over 10 years of expe-
rience working with eco-
nomically disadvantaged
families. He began his ca-
reer as a child abuse inves-
tigator and later opened
his home to foster children.
With a master’s degree
and a nursing degree, Dar-
ius brings a unique per-
spective to his work in
education and community
service. As an active mem-
ber of the Parent-Teacher
Organization (PTO), he is
committed to creating safe
and nurturing learning
environments for all chil-
dren. Darius is a proud
union member, committed
to advocating for workers’
rights and fair treatment
in the community.

2 KHS students advance to Area
Choir Auditions

Congratulations to se-
nior Arielle Monuma-An-
toine (soprano 1) and
sophomore Nicholas Mon-
telongo (tenor 2) for ad-
vancing to the final round
of the Texas All-State
Choir Area Auditions.
They, along with 12 other
King High School stu-
dents, competed in the
highly competitive round
of Pre-Area auditions on
December 3. Students
compete with other high
schoolers in the region for
the top 5 chairs of each
vo i ce  par t .  Monuma-
Anoine and Montelongo
will compete in Area audi-
tions on January 11.

On December 10 and 11, Sheldon ISD hosted its first Spanish Spelling Bee for
middle school and elementary school students. The events were held at the Sheldon
ISD Administration Building. Congratulations to all the students for their participa-
tion in this event. The following students were recognized as the champion and run-
ner-up:

Santiago Moreno – Null Middle School (Champion)Samuel Lopez – Null Middle
School (Runner-Up)

Stephany Santos – Garrett Elementary (Champion)Pablo Servilla  – Sheldon Ele-
mentary (Runner-Up)

The champions will advance to the Region 4 competition.

Sheldon Hosts Inaugural
Spanish Spelling Bee

Sheldon ISD Celebrates Outgoing
School Board Members

At the December 17
School Board Meeting,
Sheldon ISD administra-
tion and trustees cele-
brated the commitment
and dedication of outgo-
ing board members Ange-
la Cormier and Eileen
Palmer. Ms. Cormier
served Sheldon ISD for
eight  years  and Ms.
Palmer served 18 years.
We are thankful for their
service to the Sheldon
ISD community.

STEM Sparks: Unveiling the
Next Generation of Thinkers

Sheldon ISD educators representing six campuses will be recognized at the Hous-
ton Area Alliance of Black School Educators (HAABSE) annual Outstanding Teacher
Awards and Recognition Ceremony on February 9. Nominees from across the Hous-
ton region will be recognized for teachers who go above and beyond to serve their
school communities, students and families. From the pool of nominees, HAABSE will
select Teacher of the Year finalists and one elementary and secondary winner is cho-
sen.

Congratulations to the following Sheldon ISD HAABSE Teacher of the Year nomi-
nees:

Cravens Early Childhood Academy, Isylee Sanchez
Sheldon Early Childhood Academy, Joana Castillo
Carroll Elementary, Arissa Hayden
Garrett Elementary, Sherri Howard
Monahan Elementary, William (Andrew) Hyacinth
Royalwood Elementary, Maria Garcia
Sheldon Elementary, Britton West
Sheldon Lake Elementary, Detra Burnside
King Middle School, Raquel Johnson
Null Middle School, Racquel Edwards
King 9th Grade Center, Aja Jones
King High School, Brian Stewart
Kase Academy, Kimberley Franklin
Additionally, School Board Member Ms. Latricia Archie has been named HAAB-

SE’s School Board Member of the Year. They will all be recognized in February.

In North
Shore, nearly
everyone
reads the
NORTH
CHANNEL
STAR.
Your
Hometown
Newspaper.
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ASK DIAMOND JIMCHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE
When you call these Advertisers,

this Newspaper receives a referral
fee, whether you purchase or not. You
can help the Newspaper by calling
with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

Why only meet at
funerals

During the month of December, with all of
the celebrations and gathering of
friends, one reoccurring thought kept

coming to me. My children have heard me say it
for years; the world would be so much better if all
my friends met each other before my funeral. I
know there are some who, if they collaborated,
could find cures for so many things. There are so
many talented and loving people who are in my
life. While we have many passions and activities,
are we putting them to the best use?

I have been blessed to meet people from Africa
to Ukraine, as well as those from Austin to New
York City. I know professional athletes, world-
renown writers, actors, musicians, and Grammy
award winning singers. Some I have known since
the early 1960’s and some I just met this week. We
all have common goals. We want to be valued,
loved and to positively impact others.

Think how much better the world could be if we
invited everyone to the table, with one common
goal. The goal would be to share ourselves with
others. I am not sure what 2025 will hold, but I
know there will be excitement, love and dreams
shared. Will this be the year I learn to crochet or
learn the basic of the Spanish language? I will
take those road trips with friends who I worked
with as well as a few with other ladies who grew
up in North Shore and we are not even sure when
we became friends. We will pick out twelve restau-
rants to experience this year or plan trips to
twelve museums, or even visit three neighboring
states.

As we prepare for the adventures, not only will
we need to hold each other accountable to stay
engaged but encourage each other to invite a new
friend to each event. Since my circle of influence
ranges from young teenagers to those in the
nineties, I can only imagine what we can share
with each other. The older friends can share
history, recipes, and experiences, while the young-
er can share how to use technology. We may find
new roommates, babysitters, mentors, and so
much more. Just today, I had a younger friend
from Detroit introduce me to music by Leon Timbo
and I shared about my love for the music of Hugh
Masekela. A few months ago, I had someone share
a new breakfast spot and the following week four
of us went to visit China Garden. We have so much
to learn and so much to share. God has placed
many retired educators in my life and their impact
on the community ahs been great and those of us
who have learned from them need to give them
their flowers while we are able to enjoy them.
Keep following me for dates, events, and ideas on
how to be kinder neighbors. Send me suggestions
as well. Together our future is going to be blessed.

Diamond Jim:
“Finding the

perfect
Diamond for an

Engagement Ring”

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim” column and for
supporting the North Channel Star Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer and precious
metals broker.  Pineforest Jewelry has been a proud member of the
Independent Jewelers Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers
Organization (RJO) for many years.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious metals, and other questions related to the
jewelry industry, email jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Despite more choices and variety than ever before, dia-
monds remain the most popular main stone in engagement
rings. Timeless and classic, a diamond is the center gem that
is most durable and full of romance and tradition. With so
many custom ring designs, many people are looking for tips
for finding the perfect diamond for an engagement ring. It
can be overwhelming for first-time shoppers–which most peo-
ple are–so read on to find out more.

An engagement ring is one of the greatest purchases you
will ever make, and hopefully only once in your life, so you
would like to make sure that you are doing it right. Expense-
wise, an engagement ring is often the third most expensive
purchase that you will make, after a home and car, but more
importantly, you want the ring to reflect your love for your
partner.

Before making your decision, here are some tips you need
to consider ensuring you purchase the perfect ring for your
partner–one that they will treasure forever.

Diamond Shape
When selecting an engagement ring, the shape is where

you should start. All else aside, this is where you should try
to gauge your partner’s preferences. Carat, color, and clarity
are less obvious, but the wrong shape can wreck a piece in
someone’s eyes, unfortunately. Round diamonds are still the
most popular due to their maximum sparkle, but other shapes
that follow in popularity are princess, cushion, oval,
and emerald. Again, since it’s such a matter of preference,
try your best to find out the shape your partner loves.

Size
After shape, size is one of the most visually apparent as-

pects of a diamond. Be fair with yourself and set a budget. If
size is the most important thing to you, then maybe you com-
promise a little bit on clarity and color in order to get a high-
er-carat diamond. While most buyers approximate the weight
of the diamond based on the carat, you can inquire for more
indications of the actual dimensions to get a certain look,
depending on the shape.

Color and Clarity
Color and clarity are the often-understated characteris-

tics that you need to consider before making a purchase. Al-
though individuals have varying levels of ability when it
comes to being able to distinguish color differences with the
naked eye, the most common color grades for engagement
rings are F-H color. Generally, they are broken down into
ranges: D-F is colorless, G-J is near colorless, K-M is faint,
N-R is very light, and S-Z is light (‘colorless’ being the high-
est quality and most expensive and ‘light’ being the lesser
quality, least expensive).

Ask a Professional
We hope these tips for finding the perfect diamond for an

engagement ring have helped, but if you are starting to feel
overwhelmed about finding the perfect ring that will truly
represent your love and commitment to your partner–don’t
worry. Pineforest Jewelry has you covered! We have a vari-
ety of high-quality diamonds that are ethically sourced, and
we can meet various customer requests. We carefully select
diamonds based on your desired shape, size, color, and clari-
ty to ensure you get the greatest value for your hard earned
money. Contact us today if you are looking for more advice!

Pineforest Jewelry has been a proud member of the Inde-
pendent Jewelers Organization and the Retail Jewelers Or-
ganization for many years.

The FBI’s Violent Crime Task Force is search-
ing for a group of ATM robbers dubbed the “Camo
Jacket Crooks.”

Despite being named after their disguise-
patterned torsos, authorities are hoping that this
group of thieves can’t hide from justice.

The situation unfolded shortly before 1 p.m. on
Oct. 7, at a CVS store located on Wallisville Rd. in
east Harris County.

Four men entered the store, investigators said,
three of whom were wearing camouflage-colored
jackets. The fourth was wearing a black and
yellow Iowa Hawkeyes jacket.

The thieves waited for an ATM courier to start
servicing the ATM inside the store. Once the
worker was in position, officials said the thieves
snatched the bag and ran outside with an undis-
closed amount of money. There was a getaway
driver nearby, waiting to pick them up and
complete the heist.

Crime Stoppers of Houston is offering a reward
of up to $5,000 for information that leads to the
charging and/or arrest of these thieves.

If you have information, please contact the
Crime Stoppers tip line at 713-222-TIPS(8477) or
the FBI Houston Field Office at (713) 693-5000.
Tips may also be submitted to Crime Stoppers
through their website.

FBI searches for ‘Camo
Jacket Crooks’ behind
ATM robbery in east
Harris County
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By
Carrie Classon
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Just in Time

I will be home in time for
Christmas.

It’s always a little hard to
leave Mexico, and leaving
right before the holidays is
perhaps the hardest. The gi-
ant Christmas tree just went
up in front of the church last
night. Thousands of hand-
made tin stars hang over the
streets, embedded with col-
ored glass beads and lit from
within. The poinsettias (or
“nochebuenas”) decorate the
windowsills. There is a con-
cert every night of the week.
It is hard to leave, in the mid-
dle of all this celebration, to
return to our own Christmas
up north, where the weather
is so very different.

But I don’t really mind be-
cause I’ll be home, just in
time for Christmas.

There’s a reason there are
so many songs about going
home for Christmas. Many of
them are from decades past,
in the heyday of movie musi-
cals. I imagine it must have
been a challenge for song-
writers, sitting around a
swimming pool in Los Ange-
les, penning lyrics about
snow falling and sleigh bells
ringing and Christmas trees.

One of my favorite holiday
songs is about Christmas in
Australia, where going home
for Christmas means arriv-
ing at the hottest time of
year, with family sitting out-
side drinking “white wine in
the sun.” People write about
being especially determined
to get home at Christmas and
especially lonely if they don’t
make it home.

I know there are plenty of
people who don’t go any-
where at Christmas and
have given up the whole idea
of what the holiday season is
supposed to look like in fa-
vor of a more relaxed and
peaceful time, with fewer ex-
pectations and obligations. I
can understand that as well.

But I’ll be home in time for
Christmas.

I am fortunate because I
actually enjoy all the holiday
cliches. I love baking cookies
every year with my sister
and wrapping packages and
setting the table for more
people than it can comfort-
ably hold. I love the falling
snow and the ringing of
sleigh bells and—most of
all—the Christmas trees.

My first official act of the
Christmas season will be to
hurry down to the local hard-
ware store to get my Christ-
mas tree from the lot out
front. I will walk there with
my cart, and I will worry all
the way to the store that I am
too late. I will imagine the
tree lot empty except for a
few broken branches lying in
the trampled snow.

“Sorry! Just sold our last
tree 30 minutes ago,” the
man in the insulated overalls
will tell me, and I will stand
there in the snow with my lit-
tle cart and my bungee cords
and wonder where I will find
a Christmas tree at this late
date.

But this will not happen.
Instead, I will pick out a

tree, all wrapped up in twine,
and I won’t even untie it. I
will judge by its appear-
ance—all tied up—that it
will be the perfect tree.

The man in the lot will
help me strap it into my cart,
and I’ll wheel it home. A few
people will stare at the wom-
an hauling her tree in a cart,
but I won’t mind. And when
I get home, I’ll put my tree
in the stand and cut the
twine cords binding it, and
ever so slowly, the cold tree
will unfurl. In the morning,
I’ll get out of bed, and it will
be as if a miracle has taken
place in my living room.

The perfect Christmas
tree will be there, waiting for
me, and I’ll be home—just in
time for Christmas.

Till next time,
Carrie

Vehicle Inspections No Longer Required
Drivers will no longer be

required to get annual safety
inspections beginning Jan. 1,
the Texas Standard reported.
However, drivers in the
state’s 17 most populous
counties will still be required
to get an emissions test in or-
der to register their vehicles.

While mandatory vehicle
inspections are going the way
of the pay phone and video
cassette recorders, drivers
will still end up paying a
$7.50 “inspection replace-
ment fee” when registering
their vehicle and getting a
new windshield sticker.

The emissions test re-
quired in urban counties con-
sists of an engine and exhaust
test to ensure a vehicle isn’t
exceeding the state’s legal
limits on emitting pollutants.

The counties that require
emissions test in order to reg-
ister a vehicle are Brazoria,
Collin, Dallas, Ellis, El Paso,
Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris,
Johnson, Kaufman, Mont-
gomery, Parker, Rockwall,
Tarrant, Travis and William-
son.

Vehicle owners are urged
to keep up with maintenance.

“We urge people to still
take care of their vehicles,
still check your tires, make
sure your brakes are working,
headlights, tail lights and
mirrors are still safe before
you drive,” Sgt. Billy Ray with
the Texas Department of
Public Safety said.

LONG-TERM CARE
ADVOCATES SAY MORE
FUNDING NEEDED

The state’s lead ombuds-
man for residents in long-
term care facilities, such as
nursing homes, is calling for
lawmakers to fund more full-
time and part-time positions
and make other reforms to a
long-term care system that
ranks 42nd in the nation for
safety and quality, The Tex-
as Tribune reported.

Patty Ducayet, the state
ombudsman, works indepen-
dently from the Texas Health
and Human Services Depart-
ment, which oversees these
facilities. She and others are
also urging more volunteers
to advocate for residents as
well as more state funding to
hire additional ombudsman.

“We would be lost in the
long-term care community
without them (volunteers),
but they definitely need more
support across the board,”
said Andrea Earl, the associ-
ate state director of advocacy
and research for the AARP.

In 2024, the state ombuds-
man had its highest turnover
rate at 255. Ducayet said ide-
ally the state would have one
staff member for every 2,000
licensed care facility beds.
Right now, the ratio is one
person for every 2,514 beds,
which would require hiring
22 more full-time employees
as well as increasing the vol-
unteer base.

WASTEWATER LEAKS FROM
OIL WELLS POSE DANGER

The water that comes up
as a byproduct of oil and gas
fracking is becoming a bigger
headache for the state’s ener-
gy operators and those who
regulate them, the Houston
Chronicle reported. Most of
the “produced” water is inject-
ed into disposal wells that
carry it into geologic forma-
tions for containment.

The extremely salty water
— nine time saltier than the
ocean — also contains a num-
ber of carcinogenic chemicals,
such as benzene. The practice
of wastewater injection is be-
lieved to have caused earth-
quakes across the state and
several environmentally
damaging and costly blow-
outs.

One barrel of Permian
crude can also produce as
many as eight barrels of
tainted water. The industry
is working to create a new
technology to desalinate the
water so it doesn’t have to be
injected underground and
possibly could be reused.

POSTAL SERVICE WARNS OF
TEXTING SCAM

Christmas is over, but that
doesn’t mean scammers have
taken a holiday. Officials with
the U.S. Postal Service are
warning about a scam being
sent by text messages, The
Dallas Morning News report-
ed.

The scam consists of text
messages being sent to cell

phone owners that claims a
USPS package can’t be deliv-
ered because of missing infor-
mation. A link is included in
the message. Clicking on the
link can expose the user’s per-
sonal information.

“The criminals want to re-
ceive personally identifiable
information such as: account
usernames and passwords,
Social Security Number, date
of birth, credit and debit card
numbers, personal identifica-
tion numbers, or other sensi-
tive information,” the news
release says.

Postal customers are
urged to go to the official
USPS page to determine the
status of a package:

usps.com/sms-tracking.

TEXAS NOW HOME TO MORE
THAN 31 MILLION

The Lone Star State add-
ed nearly 563,000 residents in
the last year, according to the
U.S. Census Bureau. The Tri-
bune reported the state’s
growth has slowed, though
the 1.8 percent growth rate is
still the third highest in the
country, behind Florida and
the District of Columbia.

Roughly 40% of the state’s
new residents came from net
international migration, with
319,569 new residents from
abroad, the Census Bureau
said. Texas still led the coun-
try in migration from other
states, adding 85,267 people
in the last year who moved
here from another state.

The slowing of domestic
migration means Texas will
likely rely on international
migration to meet the labor
needs of a booming state econ-
omy, according to Lloyd Pot-
ter, the state demographer.

“With a growing economy,
we have a growing demand
for labor,” Potter said. “And
if we’re seeing a decline in do-
mestic migration, well, that
labor probably is going to
need to come from immi-
grants.”

TAKE A HIKE IN STATE PARK
TO KICK OFF NEW YEAR

The state park system is
once again hosting First Day
hikes  on  New Year ’ s
Day , Texas  Parks  &
Wildlife reported. Last year,
Texas state parks hosted 177
events in which 8,729 people
hiked, biked, swam and pad-
dled a record 17,284 miles, ac-
cording to TPWD

“One of the many reasons
that I love Texas is the nice
weather that we can have
even in the winter, and there
is no better way to spend a
beautiful winter day than
walking with friends and
family at a Texas State Park,”
said Rodney Franklin, direc-
tor of Texas State Parks.

The agency strongly en-
courages anyone planning to
visit a Texas state park to re-
serve a day pass in advance,
since some parks could reach
capacity. You can do so at
w w w . t e x a s s t a t e p a r k s .
reserveamerica.com or at
512-389-8900.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas jour-
nalist. He published a num-
ber  o f  community
newspapers in Texas during
a 30-year span, including in
Longview, Fort Stockton, Na-
cogdoches, Lufkin and Cedar
Park

Email: gborders
@texaspress.com

The calendar, and the quality of the air we breathe,
insist it’s state fair season. The competition is great to
watch, no matter what it is. You know, like trying to
knock down a pile of cinder blocks with a ping pong ball at
50 feet.

   But there is also love and devotion and great pride
and tremendous work on display there. With the kids and
their prize animals.

   Over the years I’ve interviewed a ton of these kids for
whichever newspaper I was working for, and it’s never
ceased to amaze me. You give a kid a calf, or help him or
her work to earn one, and then the work begins. There’s
the brushing and polishing, and feeding scientifically to
bring out the best in the animal’s conformation. And a kid
must halter break the calf, which isn’t easy at all, so that
700 pounds of beef follows you around on a leash.

   And the kid gives hugs and snuggles from the growing
calf, and gets them back in spades. That’s the part I don’t
understand. You see, if the calf and the kid have worked
together well enough over the past season, the calf will
bring big bucks to the owner at the big sale. Restaurant
chains pay premium dollars to say their Flamo Burgers
are made from prize-winning cattle.

   So the kid and the calf are separated for good, one
going on to college more affordably now, and the other to
the Flamo Burger factory.

   And there are tears, of course, and deep questions to
be asked, but the bottom line is that a beef in great
condition can pay for a lot of tuition.

Here’s a little something we can do to help:
https://www.ktvu.com/news/online-ways-you-can-help-those-affected-by-
the-lahaina-fire

State Fair Season

It’s natural to mumble nasty things about the cold
weather. We all do it from time to time. But even the cold
has its merits.

  One big plus is that it makes fireplaces a reasonable
addition to our lives. In cold weather, we can build a fire in
our home with a clear conscience. This is something that
doesn’t translate well to summer heat, but when it’s cold,
here comes the fire.

  Strange, isn’t it, our love affair with a fireplace? Makes
absolutely no sense. Today, we can make houses so impervi-
ous to cold that every time we light a candle, the tempera-
ture goes up ten degrees. So what do we do? We cut a hole in
this sealed anti-cold unit so we can sit and look at the
flames, the way our ancestors have done since they learned
to walk upright and invented kindling.

  But we don’t care. We’ll spend a lot of extra money to
buy a house with a fireplace, and not think a thing about it.
Because this fireplace is the spiritual center of a home, as
it’s always been. It’s the gathering place. It’s the place to
read, to learn, to meet and tell stories. It’s the core of our
universe. The fireplace – and those waiting for us there – is
what we dream about when we’re miles from home in the
woods or desert. It warms us,

inside and out, cooks our food, and answers our ques-
tions.

  Questions? Sure.

   When the fire’s burning low, and you can just see the
little blue lickem flames curling around the glowing embers
late at night, and when we’ve about talked out the day’s
adventures, we can look at those embers and find answers to
questions we didn’t even know we had.  And we feel sorry for
people who don’t have these advantages.

   “When you been maturinatin’ ‘long as I have, they’s a
few ultimatum facts about life that jest can’t be ignored,”

   With that, our favorite old-time camp cook, mule packer
and occasional predictor of things that haven’t happened yet,
Windy Wilson, stirred the sugar in his coffee and looked at
the rest of us. Wisely. Well, as wisely as old Windy ever gets.

  We knew we were in for another dose of campfire
education, even if it’s totally wrong. We smiled. Some people
need cable TV to find this kind of fun.

   “Like them measurementals we use when we’re cookin’,
he said. “If you look in them recipe books, they slam a
buncha measurementals on ya that you never heard of and
no one to convert them into plain American, like we speak
here.”

   “You jest take in there them bakin’ recipes,” he said.
“Cups a this, then you gotta shift them so they don’t stick
together with stuff you already tossed in a bowl … like a
dramblin’ of this or a sticker of butter. You ever see that
stuff? How in the everlastin’  hoot owl drumsticks they spect
us, ‘way over here in the United States of Our Country to
figger that out?

  He sipped and stirred and looked up at us in that same
way old Sam Elliott does when he finds a greenhorn he
wants to set straight.

  “Let’s figger out real cowboy measurements and use ‘em.
That’s what I say.”

  “Like which ones, Windy?

  “Why, Doc, didya know there are them caf-ma terial
ladies all over the place don’t know what a herman is? Truth.
A herman, as all of us know, is a cubic fistful.

Jest right handy fer makin’ biscuits in a Dutch oven. Set
‘er on that campfire and let ‘er go! Gits too hot? Hey, jest pull
‘er back a mite ‘til she’s settin’ more in the coals out where
the state line would be if campfires had states.”

    Our resident working cowboy, Steve, got up to pay his
bill and leave.

  “Don’t run off, Steve,” said Windy, “ was jest ‘bout to
start ‘luminatin’ on stuff like gloogles, gurgles, bellyache
triggers, slushes and nips.”

    “Next time, I guess,” Steve  said over his shoulder as he
headed out the door for his getaway pickup truck.

Cold Weather is here

Campfire Wisdom
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August Herman
Thamm Sr., of Channel-
view, Texas, entered
eternal rest on December
29, 2024. He was born on
August 24, 1928, on the
old home farm near
Dayton, Texas, eighth of
eleven children born to
Frederick Augusta and
Helen Julia (Kostka)
Thamm.

In the fall of 1950,
August and Maxine tied
the knot on September
16thand began the start
of their ever-growing
family. He worked for 42
years as a longshoreman
with the I.L.A Local #24
where he later retired
from. He was admired
and respected by many
fellow longshoremen in
the field. In the years
following his retirement
he kept himself busy by
working at Carter
Funeral Home, where for
nearly 20 years he could
be found parking vehicles
for services, tending to
the flowers and shrub-
bery around the funeral
home, or wherever else he
was needed. His true
passion in life was
working in his yard
tending to his various
trees, shrubs, flower
patches, and bountiful
vegetable garden.  In the
mornings he was often in
the company of Steve
Kotal, Frank Hotsteitler
or D.B. Radican, en-
grossed in political
debates or discussions
about the importance of
prostate health.

He loved flowers and
all wildlife, especially
racoons, opossums, and
birds. Over the years the
Thamm family gained a
variety of animal compan-
ions including the usual
dogs and cats, but also a
few more unique ones like

racoons, peacocks,
chickens, and guineas to
name a few. There was
truly never a dull mo-
ment in the Thamm
household.

August loved dancing
in his younger years,
especially when there was
a polka or Cajun band
playing. For a man who
only went through the
ninth grade, he was self-
educated with a passion
for history and foreign
affairs. He was a regular
subscriber of numerous
magazines like National
Geographic, Discovery,
and Foreign Affairs, and
could often be found
reading from older
encyclopedias. His TV
could usually be found
tuned into wildlife
programs or other
educational channels.

He was a hardworking
man his entire 96 years of
life, who stopped at
nothing to care for his
wife, daughters, sons,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. His truly
giving and generous
nature will be carried on
though his remaining
family and all who knew
him.

August is preceded in
death by his parents and
all 10 siblings, Martha M.
Page, Fritz F. Thamm,
Edward A. Thamm,

AUGUST HERMAN THAMM SR.

Rudolph P. Thamm,
Helen A. Ewing, Sylvia
Patterson, Marian A.
Love, Herbert Thamm,
Hans E. Thamm, and
Pauline Simmons. He is
survived by his wife of 74
years, Maxine Thamm;
children, Julia Diana
Davis and husband Wade,
Connie Owens and
husband Greg, August H.
Jr. and wife Melinda, and
Jana Reeves and husband
Steve. His three grand-
sons Charles Clinton
Thamm and wife Melanie,
Garrett Evan Smith and
wife Annette, and
Remington Adcox and
wife Michaela, as well as
his three great-grandchil-
dren Lorelei Thamm,
James August Smith, and
Elena Smith, will all
fondly remember their
grandfather and great-
grandfather. His numer-
ous nieces, nephews,
extended family mem-
bers, and friends will
forever hold August’s
memory close to their
hearts.

The family welcomes
you to join them for a
visitation at Carter-
Conley Funeral Home on
Sunday, January 5th,
2025 from 11:00 A.M. to
2:00 P.M. with funeral
services officiated by
Brother Ken Durham to
begin at 2:00 P.M. In lieu
of flowers, the family asks
memorial donations be
made to the Arbor Day
Foundation, or the Boys
and Girls Clubs of
Greater Houston.

THEA finds new Toxic
danger: Nurdles
Train wreck in East Harris County spews deadly micro
plastic into water supply

By Jackie Medcalf

If this is the first time
you have heard of a nur-
dle, you are not alone. It’s
not a common word, but
nurdles are all around us.
A nurdle is a plastic pel-
let that is so tiny that
22,000 of them fit in a one
pound container.

On December 6th, a
Union Pacific train acci-
dent near Highlands de-
rai led  fourteen cars ,
including cars containing
liquified petroleum gas(
LPG). Fortunately, the
LPG cars remained intact,
but more than five cars
containing nurdles did
spill their contents, with
two of the cars coming to
rest in the drainage canal
that connects the Trinity
and San Jacinto Rivers.
Each railcar can hold
22,000 pounds of nurdles,
or about 4.8 million.

Authorities quickly said
everything was under con-
trol. The Houston Office of
Emergency Management
said, “This incident does
not pose a threat to the
city’s drinking water sup-
ply” and the fire mar-
shall’s office said there
was no hazardous materi-
al release.  Union Pacific
said the derailment was
“under investigation.”

Here’s what was miss-

Plastic Pellets called “Nurdles” were released after this train derailment in Highlands.

A Nurdle is a tiny plastic pellet.

ing from the official an-
nouncements - Nurdles,
released from the over-
turned rail cars covering
the ground like snowfall.
Also missing - concern
over the potential environ-
mental harm from the tiny
plastic pellets. Depending
on their chemical compo-
sition, they can release
toxins over time. Worse, if
they reach water supplies
they look like fish eggs. If
birds swallow them, they
can be a choking hazard.
When fish eat them, the
plastic can fill their bel-
lies, keeping them from di-
gesting real food.

Since they are made of
plastic, nurdles don’t de-
compose and disappear;
they break down into even

smaller “nanoplastics.”

In response to commu-
nity concerns, THEA’s
team went to inspect the
site and collect samples
from residential proper-
ties. We discovered that
no provisions had been
made to contain the plas-
tic pellets or keep them
from reaching  water
sources. Without quick re-
medial action, nurdles will
have a presence in High-
lands and in nearby wa-
terways for some time to
come.

Reporters from the
Houston Landing accom-
panied the THEA team.
Here is their report:

By Dr. Tommie L. Smith

At the December 9th Board of Trustees Meeting, Galena Park ISD recognized
Galena Park High School FFA students Jenevieve Gomez and Marjorie Reyes for
advancing to sale at the State Fair of Texas.

On September 28, 2024, in the Market Lamb Show, Jenevieve Gomez placed
eighth, and Marjorie Reyes placed ninth in their classes. Each earned an impres-
sive $1,200 in scholarship money for future education or animal projects. Galena
Park ISD is proud of these achievements and for providing the opportunity for all
students to excel in their chosen fields of study.

A certificate and medal were presented to Jenevieve Gomez and Marjorie Reyes
on behalf of the Board of Trustees and Dr. John Moore, Superintendent of Schools.

Market Lamb Show
Winners from GPISD

Photo Credit: Sherrhonda Hunter

You can read the North Channel Star curent and
back issues on our website:
www.northchannelstar.com
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A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:

713-266-3444

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF STREET ADDRESS
OF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

The street address of the administrative office
of Harris County Emergency Services District

No. 6 is 332 Freeport St., Houston, Texas
77015.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Harris County Emergency Services District
No. 2

(“District”)

The District’s administrative office is located
at 2727 Allen Parkway, Suite 1100, Houston,

Texas  77019.

CHARLES ANTHONY
Secretary, Board of Commissioners

provide a full meal for
Christmas day,” Palko
said.

“They’ll get potatoes,
yams, rice, beans, macaro-
ni and cheese, flour, oil,
corn meal, and a meat,” he
said.

The funds to buy the
food comes from money
raised at their annual Fish
Fry fundraiser so the funds
stay in the community,
particularly the three dis-
tricts—Sheldon, Galena
Park, and Channelview.

On Tuesday, they also
partnered with the county
to deliver baskets to home-
bound seniors.

Nino said that the bas-
kets are made for families
who are struggling.

“They’re not asking for

NS Rotary Delivers 300 Christmas Food Baskets to families in need,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the food, they’re getting up
and going to work, but just
having a hard time making
ends meet. They are ex-
tremely appreciative and
thankful for the baskets,”
she said.

Nino said a lot of the
kids didn’t even have shoes
or socks, so she donated
socks to help.

“Some of them are wear-
ing their siblings’ shoes,
but didn’t have socks, so I
bought socks for them,”
she said.

They are so apprecia-
tive; she said it makes you
want to help. The project
c o s t s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
$20,000 and the food is
purchased from local gro-
cery stores who also appre-
ciate the support.

North Shore Rotary Club President Danna Nino helps in the packing
and loading of food baskets delivered to area needy during the
Christmas holidays.

Food baskets are loaded onto box trucks sent from area school districts for
distribution to their campuses for the families who will come and pick them
up the same day.

Harris County created a
new initiative that ad-
dresses the state’s con-
cerns while still offering
financial stability to our
neighbors who need it
most.

If it wasn’t clear before,
it should be clear now that
the opposition to this pro-
gram is not about concern
for the law; it’s about us-
ing people living in pover-
ty as a means to score
political points.

In Harris County, we
understand the need to
tackle the real problems
people face. Folks in Aus-
tin may not prioritize help-
ing those in need, but they
shouldn’t stand in the way
of much-needed support.
Once again, I am ready to
defend the county and this
program in court.”

About the Harris Coun-
ty Attorney’s Office

Christian D. Menefee
serves as the elected, top

Texas Attorney General
Sues Harris County Over
Community Prosperity
Program,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

civil lawyer for Texas’ larg-
est county. The Harris
County Attorney’s Office
represents the county in
all civil matters including
lawsuits. Menefee leads an
office of 250 attorneys and
staff members. He entered
office at 32 years old, mak-
ing him the youngest per-
son and f irst  Afr ican
American elected as the
Harris County Attorney.

BID NOTICE BID NOTICE BID NOTICE
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Q: Who is the actress who plays Mad-
die in the “Sonic” movies? I swear she
used to be on a soap opera when she was
younger, but I can’t remember her char-
acter’s name. — K.I.

A:She’s Tika Sumpter, and she honed
her acting skills playing Layla William-
son on the ABC soap “One Life to Live”
from 2006-2011. She went on to land
regular roles on “Gossip Girl,” “Mixed-
ish,” and “The Haves and the Have
Nots” before being cast in the hit fran-
chise “Sonic.”

Sumpter isn’t the only former soap
star in “Sonic 3.” Shemar Moore and
Sofia Pernas both got their starts on
CBS’s “The Young and the Restless.”

***
Q: What ever happened to Rob Lowe’s

show “9-1-1 Lone Star”? I thought it got
really high ratings. — L.L.

A:Despite being Fox’s second-highest-
rated series during the first half of 2023,
the Ryan-Murphy-produced series “9-1-
1: Lone Star” was given the axe. Its fifth
and final season began airing this past
September. The show will return on Jan.
20 for three more weeks before bidding
a final farewell. According to an article
in Variety, the decision to cancel the se-
ries “wasn’t due to lack of enthusiasm
for the show. Instead, it was a matter of
business logistics.”

According to Murphy, he loved the
show, but “the financials just didn’t
work. It’s a Disney company that was
on a Fox network, and it just was never
going to work.” This mismatch was the
result of Disney’s acquisition of 21st
Century Fox, which included the 20th
Century Fox film and TV studios but
excluded the Fox network. “The ar-
rangement was less than ideal,” accord-
ing to Variety.

The announcement was another blow
for Lowe in 2024, whose other series
“Unstable,” a comedy on Netflix co-star-
ring his son, John Owen Lowe, was also
canceled. Fortunately, he has a new pet
project to focus on, a possible sequel to
the ’80s classic “St. Elmo’s Fire.” Inter-
est began stirring among its cast mem-
bers, including Demi Moore, after the
airing of the Hulu documentary “Brats.”
The process has been slow so far, but

Lowe says it’s because they’re searching
for the right script. The film’s director,
Joel Schumacher, passed away in 2020.

***
Q:When is the “Georgie & Mandy” sit-

com coming back? I know that like most
shows, it’s taking a break during the hol-
idays, but I hope it’s not a long one. —
J.W.

A: The “Young Sheldon” spin-off sitcom
“Georgie & Mandy’s First Marriage” will
return to CBS with new episodes begin-
ning Jan. 30. With February being a big
ratings “sweeps” month, look for some of
your favorite “Sheldon” cast members to
appear, including Georgie’s mom, Mary,
played by Zoe Perry, and Pastor Jeff,
played by Matt Hobby.

So far, Sheldon himself (Iain Armitage)
hasn’t returned, but perhaps they could
be saving it for the season finale. The show
is a hit, so there will be plenty of opportu-
nities in future seasons for some of the
core “Sheldon” cast to pop up as guest
stars or recurring characters.

S e n d  m e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a t
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com, or write
me at KFWS, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlan-
do, FL 32803.

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

Tika Sumpter in "Sonic the Hedgehog 2"

Andrew Burnap, left, and Brandy Norwood star in “The Front Room”

“Wicked” (PG) — Uni-
versal Pictures’ invest-
ment in adapting the
Broadway musical “Wick-
ed” paid off big time, with
the first part of their two-
par t  saga  garner ing
$586.3 million at the box
office at the time of this
writing. Director Jon M.
Chu (“Crazy Rich Asians”)
assembled the perfect cast
to bring the musical to
life, including Cynthia
Erivo as Elphaba, Ariana
Grande as Galinda/Glin-
da, and Jonathan Bailey
as Fiyero. Now viewers at
home can get whisked
away to the magical Land
of Oz through the film’s
beautiful visual effects
and iconic songs like “The
Wizard and I” and “Danc-
ing Through Life.” Keep a
close eye out for Idina
Menzel and Kristin Che-
noweth, both of the ac-
tresses who originated the
roles of Elphaba and Glin-
da in the original produc-
t ion.  (Amazon Prime

Video)
“Wallace & Gromit:

Vengeance Most Fowl”
(PG) — Those of us who
were kids during the
2000s remember the com-
ical shenanigans of Wal-
lace and his dog, Gromit,
in the film “The Curse of
the Were-Rabbit” (2005).
Almost 20 years later, the
stop-motion animation
studio Aardman Anima-
tions decided to develop a
second feature-length film
about their much-beloved
characters. In “Vengeance
Most Fowl,” Wallace is
still hard at work with his
invent i ons ,  much  to
Gromit’s dismay, and cre-
ates a robotic gnome that
can take care of gardens.
However, the imprisoned
penguin criminal Feath-
ers McGraw, who was
once captured by Wallace
and Gromit, chooses this
robotic gnome as his op-
portunity to exact revenge
on his foes. Check it out
now. (Netflix)

“The Front Room” (R)
— Singer/actress Brandy
Norwood (“Descendants:
The Rise of Red”) is mak-
ing her return to movies,
and this psychological
horror film directed by the
Eggers Brothers was a
solid attempt to get her
feet wet again. Norwood
plays pregnant anthropol-
ogy professor Belinda,
whose emotional baggage
is only further weighed
down by her and her hus-
band Norman’s (Andrew
Burnap) financial woes.
So, when Norman’s es-
tranged stepmother, So-
lange (Kathyrn Hunter),
offers them an inherit-
ance in exchange for tak-
ing care of her during her
final days, the couple
jumps at the chance to get
their lives back on track.
But Solange has a deeply
rooted history of religious
abuse and racism that
comes bubbling to the sur-
face as Belinda gets clos-
er to giving birth. Out
now. (Max)

“The Golden Globe
Awards” (TV-PG) — Co-
median Nikki Glaser
hosts this year’s Golden
Globe Award ceremony,
which  i s  out  now to
stream after airing live on
Jan. 5. The musical “Emil-
ia Perez” starring Zoe
Saldana leads the film
nominations, followed by
“The Brutal ist”  with
Adrien Brody and “Con-
clave” with Ralph Fi-
ennes. For the television
nominations, the hit Hulu
series “The Bear” contin-
ues to reign, followed by
“Shogun” and “Only Mur-
ders in the Building.” Vi-
o l a  D a v i s  w i l l  b e
recognized with the Cecil
B. DeMille Award, and
Ted Danson will receive
the Carol Burnett Award,
although neither will be
presented during the offi-
cial ceremony. (Para-
mount+)

(c) 2025 King Features
Synd., Inc.

“The Front Room”
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