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North Shore
Rotary Fish Fry
April 26

North Shore Rotary
Club will hold its 50th
Annual Catfish Fry/Crawfish
Boil on Saturday, April 26,
2025.

The event will be held
at the North Shore Rotary
Pavilion, behind the
Courthouse at 14350
Wallisville Road, Houston
77049.

There will be a Live
and Silent Auction, and a
Raffle Drawing to award a
new vehicle, either a 2025
Toyota Tacoma Double
Cab pickup truck, or a
2025 Toyota Rav4 XLE
SUV.

Raffle Tickets are on
sale from any Rotarian,
and at many local
businesses. Raffle tickets
are $100 donation to the
NSRC Charitable
Foundation, Inc. and Food
Tickets are $15. Raffle
tickets include 2 meals.
Meals are served from
11:00am to 3:00pm, or
until food runs out.

Contact Rotary at 713-
410-5352 or
danna@phase3servicesllc.com
for ticket information or
sponsorship
opportunities.

Two community meet-
ings are planned to discuss
a recent assessment by the
State of Texas that resi-
dents in a 250 square mile
area of the San Jacinto
River floodplain suffer
from higher than expected
rates of cancer. The meet-
ings are being organized by
Texas Health and Environ-
ment Alliance (THEA),
which had requested the
state cancer study. They
are scheduled for:

Tuesday, April 8  at
6:00pm

San Jacinto Communi-
ty Center

604 Highland Woods Dr,
Highlands, TX 77562

Monday, April 21 at
6:00pm

Community to Meet About San Jacinto
River Cancer Cluster Discovery April 8 & 21

Crosby  Community
Center

409 Hare Rd, Crosby,
TX 77532

  The state report covers
a large area, 65 census
tracts in all, surrounding
the San Jacinto from just
below the Lake Houston
Dam in Atascocita to the
point where the river flows
into Galveston Bay.  It
identified four types of can-
cer that were found at
rates that are higher than
expected: Cervix Uteri
Cancer, Leukemia, Lung
and Bronchus Cancer, and
Lymphoma

According to  THEA
CEO Jackie Medcalf, “Res-
idents have suspected for
a long time that the high

incidence of cancer in the
area isn’t normal. The
state report confirms that
most of east Harris Coun-
ty is a cancer cluster. It’s
important to remember
that the study area in-
cludes the San Jacinto Riv-
er Waste Pits and four
other Superfund Sites. For
the last 35 years, the state
has advised people to not
eat fish and shellfish from

the river because of dioxin
releases.”

“Keep in mind that the
cancer cluster area is the
source of much of the
drinking water for Hous-
ton and the surrounding
region,” Mrs. Medcalf said,
“the purpose of the meet-
ings is to come together as
a community and talk
about what this means to
local residents.”

This isn’t the first can-
cer assessment the state
has done in this area. In
2015, the state broke down
its review by individual
census tracts and found 14
different types of cancer,
including several child-
hood cancers, that were
above the expected rates.
The new state assessment
doesn’t address those can-
cer clusters or offer any
explanation of what has
changed. In addition to the
meet ings ,  THEA has
launched an online cam-
paign to ask the state to pro-
vide more information. You
can find more information at
www.TXHEA.org.

By Allan Jamail

Austin, Tx. ~ February
21st  2025 is a day students
will remember which could
possibly lead them to be-
come of future legislators/
elected officials thanks to
the forward thinking of the
CVISD trustees and ad-
ministrators. This valu-
able experience I’d hope all
school districts if not al-
ready will adopt a similar
venture for their students.

As a former union offi-
cial representing over sev-
e n t y  B u i l d i n g  T r a d e
unions my Austin lobbying
trips did not afford me this
type of a lobbing education
beforehand. While I was
effective on getting some
legislation passed for
worker’s rights and safety,
no doubt if I’d been educat-
ed beforehand as these stu-
dents my trips would have
been more productive.

The students who took
the trip were members of
the Channelview High
School’s, (CHS) The Voice.
This is a committee of stu-
dents who speak to the

Channelview ISD Students Visit Texas Capitol
to Advocate for Education and Policy Change

Channelview ISD students, parents, teachers, and district administrators at the Texas State Capitol on February
21st 2025. (Photo by Linda Jamail)

trustees and administra-
tion through The Voice’s
communications links.

According to Lila Hollin,
Executive Director of Com-
munications to be a mem-
ber of The Voice students
must have an acceptable
grade average and then be
evaluated by the Board of
Trustees and school ad-
ministrators. This an ex-
c e l l e n t  p r o g r a m  f o r
developing students future
career paths. The Voice
also gives the entire stu-

dent body a source to ex-
press themselves as to
what they feel is needed
and or what can be im-
proved upon.

The Voice said its mis-
sion is to promote positive
transformation through
CVISD through the pillars
of community, honesty,
communication, inclusivi-
ty, collaboration, and peer
empowerment.

The Voice continued
saying, we aim to be a
strong voice that promotes

student advocacy empow-
ering all students and
striving to enhance the ed-
ucational  experiences
within our district, making
them more enjoyable and
rewarding.

This dedicated group of
Channelview ISD stu-
dents, parents, teachers,
and district administra-
tors traveled to Austin,
where they engaged in
meaningful discussions
with local elected officials
about the future of public

education.
For students, this trip

was a unique opportunity
to gain firsthand experi-
ence in the legislative pro-
cess. They presented their
own bill ideas (see below),
learning how policies are
shaped and how their voic-
es can impact the future of
e d u c a t i o n  i n  T e x a s .
Through this experience,
students deepened their
understanding of civic en-
gagement while develop-
ing critical advocacy and
leadership skills.

For parents, teachers,
and district administra-
tors, the trip represented
a commitment to champi-
oning public education. As
part of an advocacy group,
they met with legislators
to discuss key issues affect-
ing schools and students,
ensuring that the needs of
Channelview ISD and pub-
lic education remained at
the forefront of state dis-
cussions.

Continued. See CVISD STUDENTS
LEARN LEGISLATION’S, Page 2

By Allan Jamail

Jacinto City, TX. ~ Feb-
ruary 22, 2025 on a Satur-
day afternoon a Jacinto
City resident left her home
in the 10500 block of Os-
wego Street for her usual
shopping trip. After being
gone awhile when she re-
turned home she pulled
into her driveway and no-
ticed an unknown male
and unknown female going
in and out of her home’s
back door. They were car-
rying out her personal be-
longings and putting them
into a car parked towards
the backend of her drive-
way next to her backdoor.

The smart homeowner
quickly exited her vehicle
letting it block her drive-
way to prevent the sus-
pects from driving away.
She called 911 and ran to
her front yard, the sus-

Homeowner’s Quick Action Prevents Burglary

pects chased after her yell-
ing for her to remove her
car so they could get away.
The homeowner ran down
the street to get away from
the suspects until the po-
lice could arrive.

Jacinto City police offic-
ers J. Reyes, S. Mendez,
and Detective R. Barker
arrived at the scene with-
in minutes… upon learn-
i n g  t h e  s u s p e c t ’ s
description from the home-

Nicolaus A. Villalobos. (Photo by JCPD) Maria Salinas.(Photo by JCPD)

owner and by which she
also pointed to a house to
the officers she saw the
suspects go into on her
same street.

While officers were talk-
ing to the complainant the
male suspect later identi-
fied as Nicolaus Anthony
Villalobos ran from the
house he had entered after
the burglary. A foot chase
began with Officer J. Reyes
in pursuit, after running

several blocks away from
the crime scene the suspect
ran into a place of business
on Market Street Road.
Officer Reyes located the
hiding suspect and arrest-
ed him.

The officers then went
to the house the suspects
had entered and upon
making their presence
known the female suspect
later identified as Maria
Salinas came outside the

house. Salinas and Villalo-
bos were identified at the
scene for breaking into the
home.

T h e  s u s p e c t s  w e r e
transported to the JCPD
and processed; afterwards
the Harris County District
Attorney’s Office charged
them with Felony Bur-
glary of a Habitation. The
quick action of the JCPD
and the homeowner solved
the crime within an hour.

T h e  s u s p e c t s  w e r e
transferred to the Harris
County  Ja i l  where  a
$20,000 bond was set
pending their burglary tri-
al. Villalobos burglary tri-
al is set for 4-1-25… he’s
also charged with violation
of a previous bond/protec-
tive order; that trial is set
for 4-8-25. Salinas has
been released after posting
her bond, her trial is set for
4-16-25. Villalobos re-
mains in custody of the
HCSO, both suspects have
past criminal records.

Let’s Get
Ready to
“Relay For
Life”

Mark your calendars
and save the date for this
year’s North Channel Relay
for Life sponsored by the
American Cancer Society.

This year’s event is
schedule for Friday April
25 from 6pm to midnight
at the North Shore High
School 9th grade track.

Cancer Survivors and
Caretakers will be
recognized and luminaria
remembrances will light
up the track.

There will of course be
food, games and prizes
along with live entertain-
ment as the community
raises funds in the fight
against Cancer.

Channelview
Hotel Fire on
I-10 draws
multiple FD

Aerial Deluge truck sprays water on the
Hotel, Story & Photos Page 6

Escape Route
Blocked

Commentary on
Law Enforcement
in Jacinto City
By Allan Jamail

Continued. See JC LAW
ENFORCEMENT, Page 3

The North Channel Star
is an asset to its readers by
allowing me to use their
paper as they have as an
investigative photojour-
nalist reporting crimes. As
a Crime Prevention Spe-
cialist I can declare that
the reporting of crimes to
the public is a valuable tool
in crime prevention.

As a former police chief
and city marshal I was a
graduate of the Texas De-
partment of Public Safety
Academy and the Illinois
State Police Academy in
Springfield, Illinois in
courses vital to the Crimi-
nal Justice Program. Even
though retired I still ad-
here to my code of ethics
for protecting those in law
enforcement.

I’ve been able to be
trusted by law enforce-
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Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterConleyFH.com

SHELDON ISD NEWS

Sheldon ISD is proud to announce the following results from the 2025 Tex-
as Art Education Association (TAEA) Texas Elementary Art Meet (TEAM)
art contest for Region 4N. Student artworks are evaluated for Personal Ex-
pression/Purpose, Technique, Craftsmanship, and Elements of Art/Principles
of Design on a TEKS-based rubric in which the top score of a 3 (III) is Excel-
lent, for which the student receives a medal. Then, from those Excellent art-
works, the top 10% overall are named Top of Team, earn an additional medal,
and are selected for display on the State TEAM website.

Congratulations to:
*Shamarke Ahmed, Grade 4, of Sheldon Elementary (Ms. Christopher, Art

Teacher) for “Skyline,” Rating III Medal
*Alessandro Chicas, PreK, of Sheldon ECA (Ms. York, Art Teacher) for

“Mud Roll,” Rating III Medal
*Matthew Garcia, Grade 5, of Royalwood Elementary (Ms. Barron, Art

Teacher) for “The Staircase to Heaven,” Rating III Medal
*Julian Jasso, Grade 4, of Royalwood Elementary (Ms. Barron, Art Teach-

er) for “Superhero Dog on the Way,” Rating III Medal
*Elijah Malveaux-Jones, Grade 4, of Royalwood Elementary (Ms. Barron,

Art Teacher) for “The Whisper,” Rating III Medal
*Jennifer Vasquez, Grade 4, of Royalwood Elementary (Ms. Barron, Art

Teacher) for “The Dad Brand Truck,” Rating III Medal
*Josiah Williams, PreK, of Sheldon ECA (Ms. York, Art Teacher) for “No

Bath,” Rating III Medal
*Lilly Williamson, Grade 5, of Sheldon Elementary (Ms. Christopher, Art

Teacher) for “Walrus,” Rating III Medal
*Nelson Cole, Grade 5, of Sheldon Elementary (Ms. Christopher, Art Teach-

er) for “This is Me,” Rating III and Top of TEAM Medals!
*Alexander Puluc, Kindergarten, of Sheldon ECA (Ms. York, Art Teacher)

for “Cactus Crossing,” Rating III and Top of TEAM Medals!
*Layla Rape, Grade 5, of Sheldon Elementary (Ms. Christopher, Art Teach-

er) for “One Summer,” Rating III and Top of TEAM Medals!
These students will be recognized at the Sheldon Spotlight Awards Night

on May 6 in the Performing Arts Center at C.E. King High School.

Regional results lead to state
eligibility for 32 high school singers

We are proud to an-
nounce that 32 students
from C.E.  King  High
School choir programs
have earned Division 1
Ratings at Region Solo and
Ensemble and are eligible
to compete in State Solo
and Ensemble in Austin.
Students in grades 9-12
demonstrated exceptional
talent and hard work, and
we couldn’t be prouder of
their accomplishments.
Best of luck to all the stu-
dents advancing to State
and choir conductors Tay-

lor Surratt and Cryselle
Cruz– we can’t wait to see
you shine on that stage!

Ensemble Students:
Sofia de la Fuente, Na-

t a l i e  R u i z ,  C e s i l i a
Ramirez, Layla Trevino,
Valetina Cantu Charles,
De’shawnika Telfor, John
Adams, Franklin Richard-
son, Luis Perez, Thomas
Reyes, Kira Monuma-An-
toine, Florencia Donan,
and Amairany Avila.

Soloist:
Zion Stephen, Kyle Wil-

son, Jonathan Pachuca,

Miguel Barriga, Sofia de la
Fuente,  John Adams,
Everardo Saldana, Secret
Fletcher, Haleigh Gipson,
Lauren Roman, Julie Ngo,
Arielle Monuma-Antoine,
Kira Monuma-Antoine,
Gabriella Trevino, Giovan-
ni Silva, Thomas Reyes,
Aiden Rodriguez, Torrey
Barlow, Luis Perez, Jose
Lopez, Donovan Davis,
Kaliyah Blount, Kimora
Dunkentel, Layla Trevino,
Cesilia Ramirez, Aaralyn
Munoz, Yamilla Todrigu-
ez, and Florencia Donan.

Two 2023 C. E. King Graduates
Step into Nursing

Sheldon ISD proudly
hosted the San Jacinto
College North- Associate
Degree in Nursing Pinning
Ceremony in the Perform-
ing Arts Center on March
6. Among the 19 college
graduates were two of our
very own 2023 C.E. King
High School KNIT (King
Nurses in Training) grad-
uates, Ciarra Scott and
Jazmin Lucas, both distin-
guished top 10% students

in their class.
We celebrate their ded-

ication to healthcare and
wish them the best as they
prepare for the NCLEX
exam to become fully cer-
tified registered nurses.
With San Jacinto College
North boasting a 100%
NCLEX pass rate, we are
confident in their success
and look forward to seeing
them thrive in their ca-
reers! The KNIT (King

Nurses in Training) pro-
gram, an accelerated nurs-
ing program of study, was
developed by Sheldon ISD
in partnership with San
Jacinto College North.
Through this partnership,
KNIT students benefit
from mentorship by profes-
sionals and nursing stu-
dents, along with practical
learning opportunities.

Sheldon ISD Artwork goes to
State at Texas Elementary Art
Meet Contest

In North Shore, nearly everyone reads the
NORTH CHANNEL STAR.

Your Hometown Newspaper.

The group departed
Channelview at 5:30 a.m.
and spent the entire day at
the Capitol, meeting with
lawmakers, touring the
historic building, and wit-
nessing the legislative pro-
cess in action.

“Providing our students
with a front-row seat to the
legislative process empow-
ers them to be active par-
ticipants in shaping their
future,” said Superinten-
dent Dr. Tory C. Hill. “In
tandem,  our  parents ,
teachers, and leaders are
committed to advocating
for policies that support
a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r
schools. There are so many
great things happening in
public education, and it’s
important to share that
message—especially at
such a crucial time for the
future of our schools.”

This initiative under-
scores Channelview ISD’s
dedication to fostering stu-
dent engagement, support-
i n g  e d u c a t o r s ,  a n d
ensuring a strong future
for public education.

The students presented
three bill ideas before a
mockup committee consist-
ing of legislators and State
Representative Ana Her-
nandez and her staff .
Those on the committee
said afterwards they were
amazed at how well the
students presented their
pieces of suggested legisla-
tion.

Linda Jamail, the Com-
munity Liaison for Rep.
Hernandez boarded the
5:30am bus departure
from Channelview, she
said, “These students are
to be commended by how
well they behaved and by
their professional way of
lobbying for their three
bills.”

Their three suggested
mock bills was one on a
MENTAL HEALTH SUP-
PORT ACT, that’d provid-
ed extended knowledge of
mental health issues to
parents and staff about
health mental health is-

sues among teens.
Another was the RISE

ACT-RESOURCES & IN-
ITIATIVES FOR STU-
DENTS, that’d promote
equality in learning envi-
ronments by ensuring all
students have access to the
resources they need to suc-
ceed.

Lastly suggested was
the CARE ACT (COMBAT-
ING ABUSE & REDUC-
ING E XP OS UR E ) .  I t
would establish preventa-
tive measures to reduce
student exposure to alco-
hol, marijuana and can-
nabis on school campuses.

State Representative
Ana Hernandez has intro-
duced in this 89th Legisla-
tion Session a bill (HB #
3771) under the Health &
Safety Code relating to the
operation near a public
school of a retail establish-
ment selling cigarettes, e-
cigarettes,  or  tobacco
products providing a civil
penalty for noncompliance
of the Act not to exceed
$5,000. As of this writing
the bill has been referred
to the Public Health Com-
mittee; 4-2-25.

Rep. Hernandez stated:
I had the honor hosting
students from Channel-
view ISD at the Capitol as

they presented their legis-
lative proposals in a mock
committee hearing. Their
thoughtful and well-re-
searched presentations fo-
cused on mental health,
academics, safety, and the
importance of public edu-
cation. I am extremely
proud of their efforts and
applaud them, the teach-
ers, principals, and admin-
istrators for their civic
engagement in the legisla-
tive process. Very impres-
sive work! Thank you for
visiting your State Capitol!

This bill would prohibit
a retailer to operate tobac-
co establishment within
one mile from a public pri-
mary or secondary school
campus.

My thanks to CVISD’s
Lila Hollin, Executive Di-
rector of Communications,
Teresa Gomez, Communi-
cations Specialist and
Community Liaison for
Rep. Hernandez for the
providing information/pho-
tos for this article. Lila
said this trip was made
possible with funds by do-
nations/sponsors and the
district. Anyone desiring to
help with future events
such as this can contact
281-452-8080.

Photo file photo State Representative Ana Hernandez introduced a Health
& Safety bill (HB3771) prohibiting the selling tobacco near a school.

Channelview students learn
legislation’s path in Austin,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garcia testifies in Washington
on FEMA Disaster responses

HOUSTON – With Hur-
ricane season two months
away, recent disasters
have highlighted how crit-
ical FEMA is in helping
Harris County recover.

This week, Commission-
er Garcia was on Capitol
Hill representing counties
nationwide as Chair of the

Justice and Public Safety
Policy Steering Committee
and Co-Chair of the Inter-
governmental Disaster Re-
form Task Force for the
National Association of
Counties (NACo).

In his role as an advo-
cate of NACo, Commis-
sioner Garcia represents

counties large and small,
rural and urban, any of
which might be impacted
by a disaster. He testified
before the House Trans-
portation and Infrastruc-
ture Subcommittee on
Emergency Management
to advocate for faster, more
efficient FEMA funding.

Commissioner Garcia urges improved disaster response
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ASK DIAMOND JIMCHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE
When you call these Advertisers,

this Newspaper receives a referral
fee, whether you purchase or not. You
can help the Newspaper by calling
with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

Expect a Blessing

When you wake up each morning, how
do you react? Are you someone who
says “Yes! I am excited about what

today is going to hold!” or are you like my younger
friend who drags into work with the attitude of
“Is it Friday yet?” If you are at least twenty years
old, you have undoubtedly seen life have some
difficulties, as well as some great celebrations
and some disappointments.

Life is too short to be full of gloom and doom. I
have a friend who not only is a survivor of ex-
treme domestic violence but has been raising her
two sons alone for the past twenty-one years. In
addition, her niece who was raised as her own
child, was killed five years ago when an attacker
chased her into traffic on Interstate 10, in the
middle of the night and she was killed. Once her
niece died, she began to raise her great-nephew
as her own son. After a few weeks, the little boy
lost his father to cancer. Not once in five years
have, I heard her complain about the hand she
has been dealt. Did I mention that her youngest
son has several diagnoses, including Autism,
Bipolar Disorder and more? And her great-
nephew is non-verbal Autism. Between the two
boys, she has at least eight medical appointments
monthly, not to mention not receiving any respite
care. She has other appointments monthly for
social services that she relies upon.

I know an amazing community member who
lost their spouse within days of a diagnosis of a
health condition. Not once in the years after
losing their spouse, have they slowed down. They
continue to put one foot forward and not only help
their children and their grandchildren but also
volunteer with two major non-profit organiza-
tions in leadership positions.

There is an older gentleman in the Channel-
view community who has no spouse, no children
and he is retired. He could easily sit in front of
the television or read another book or visit one of
the many senior adult programs in the area. Yet
he chooses to get his daily exercise while cleaning
up the roads in the area. And as the sun goes
down, you can find him at any one of several
community events sharing the importance of
keeping the area clean. He believes that if your
area is clean, others will be less likely to throw
trash in the area. He attends events where he can
share knowledge, he has learned about every-
thing from improving your health, maintaining
your mental health, and how to help raise aware-
ness of the dangers of pollution in the area.

While there are many individuals who com-
plain about what is wrong, these three individu-
als wake up expecting a blessing. They are never
looking for a blessing for themselves yet instead
looking to be a blessing to others. I challenge you
this week to take on their attitudes and expect a
blessing.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker.  Pineforest Jewelry has
been a proud member of the Independent Jewelers
Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers Organiza-
tion (RJO) for many years.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Diamond Jim:
“What

Exactly is
“White Gold” and

How’s it Made?”
White gold is inherently warm in color, and not dead

white like platinum. White gold is not found in nature,
since the element from the earth is pure yellow gold (re-
ferred to as 24k). In order to achieve a whiter hue, other
metals are added to the pure yellow gold. This combina-
tion of metals is called an “alloy.” By definition, 14k gold
means that 14 parts of the alloy out of the total 24 parts
are gold. The remaining 10 parts in the alloy are other
metals. The other metals depend upon the final color
you’re trying to achieve. For example, 14k yellow gold
may have copper, silver, and zinc added so that the yel-
low color is lightened, but still maintained. Rose gold
will have more copper so that the coppery hue is
achieved. And white gold will have a white metal, such
as nickel or palladium added so that the resulting alloy
is whiter.

Although the final color of 14k white gold is whiter
than pure yellow gold, 14 parts out of its total 24 parts
are still yellow gold. I like to compare it to a bucket paint:
It’s like adding as much white paint to a bucket of yel-
low paint as you can. The resulting color will look much
whiter, but that yellow paint in the bucket still remains.
The same is true of white gold; It will appear whiter but
its undertone is still yellow gold.

Why is it that sometimes a white gold ring will
turn warmer in color over time?

Sometimes that original warmer color is harder to see
since our eyes are distracted by shiny things! Rings of-
ten start out polished, and the reflective surface makes
subtleties in color hard to see. But as it’s worn, the ring’s
surface becomes scuffed up, and that reflective surface
dulls. White gold’s inherent color is easier for us to see
due to the duller, less distracting surface. Additionally,
although most of the metals in the white gold alloy do
not tarnish (turn colors due to exposure to oxygen), there
are tiny amounts of metals which can oxidize. This
means white gold can “turn” a slightly warmer color with
time. Having the ring professionally polished can make
it shiny again. But something to keep in mind is that
professional polishing removes a layer of metal each
time. You wouldn’t want to get your ring polished too
frequently since it would wear away the gold too quick-
ly. If you prefer a whiter appearance I’d recommend go-
ing with rhodium plating rather than frequent
professional polishing. That way the ring isn’t thinned
too early in its life, and the fine texture isn’t polished
away prematurely.

Rhodium is a metal in the platinum family, so it has
that same grey/white color. Many commercially made
jewelry will be rhodium plated to look like platinum.
One downside to plating is that it requires upkeep by
re-plating every so often. Some people prefer not to plate
their white gold for a few reasons. The main reason is
that they like the warmer color of white gold, and don’t
find it to be inferior to platinum’s color.  Many people
prefer a whiter color in their white gold jewelry and
would like to rhodium plate their rings. Rhodium plat-
ing can be done at Pineforest Jewelry in our repair shop
and, unlike most jewelers who plate to a 1 micron of
thickness, we prefer to plate to about 2 microns thick.
This usually offers a longer lasting plating .of your beau-
tiful jewelry. So, if you love that bright white hue, rhod-
ium plating is a great option for you. Come see us at
Pineforest Jewelry and ask Gary about Rhodium plat-
ing

JC Law Enforcement,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

NEWS TIPS &
ADVERTISING

INQUIRIES
713-266-3444

ment to help them solve
crimes and provide citizen-
ry with crimes having been
committed and or solved to
alert them so to be more
aware of what’s happening
in their neighborhoods so
they can become less vul-
nerable.

Health code crimes is a
crime in JC too that’s be-
come neglected, it’s need-
ing the city to become more
active filing on the viola-
tors to force compliance. In
1973 as the founder of the
Keep Jacinto City Clean
Committee (KJCCC) I
have maintained a good
relationship with many cit-
izens. The committee in
recent years has reported
over 350 crimes against
the public’s health, some
from habitual violators,
without KJCCC’s help the
city would be in much
worse condition.

Many of those violations
came to KJCCC from citi-
zens who want a cleaner
city. Today we’re seeing a
rapid deterioration city-
wide from untold amounts
of building code violations
and an excessive amount
of high grass/weed viola-
tions which become rat in-
f e s t e d  a n d  m o s q u i t o
breeding places.

The city needs a better
active code enforcement
program; currently the vi-
olations are outpacing en-
forcement by leaps and
bounds. Some of the viola-
tors are habitual violators;
they’re making a mockery
out of the city’s code en-
forcement program.

Recently I met with City
Manager Lon Squyres, he
admitted the city’s code
enforcement needs to be
beefed up and become
more actively involved
with violations than it is.
We discussed amending
the current ordinance for
habitual health code viola-
tors where after so many
violations in a year it

would call for an increased
penalty.

An amendment that
Mayor Ana Diaz’s dad Jav-
ier Gonzalez said he sup-
ports too because he said
the same habitual viola-
tors year after year won’t
cleanup their yards of high
grass/weeds or fix their
rotten houses, he suggest-
ed  habitual  v io lators
should pay a triple fine.
Javier and his wife Bald-
ramina keeps their proper-
ty in excellent condition as
many other citizens do.
More reporting on this to
come.

Crimes of all types can
be reduced/solved with a
citizenry and their law en-
forcement agency working
together.

As mayor forty years
ago JCPD Chief Ayala
served in the JCPD under
my administration and
was one I could rely on to
be efficient with his law
enforcement duties/re-
sponsibilities.

Chief Joe Ayala is to be
commended and is one of
the many police adminis-
trators who trust me to do
accurate and fair reporting
and to always protect con-
fidential sources and wit-
nesses’ information. He
wants the public to be
aware of crimes in their
neighborhoods so they can
take preventative steps.

A police agency that’s
transparent is fulfilling its
obligation to the communi-
ty they serve by reporting
crimes to the public re-
gardless if the crimes com-
mitted have been solved or
not.

Public awareness of
criminal activity is a valu-
able tool which smart po-
lice administrations can
use. Transparency helps
solves unsolved crimes too.
Law enforcement agencies
always keep their sources
of tips about crimes pro-
tected/confidential.
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OPINION
By BILL KING

✯

With No Immigratioin,
U.S. Population could
fall 30% by Year 2100

The US Census Bureau makes projections of the
US population based on various immigration
scenarios. Currently it publishes four scenarios
representing a high, low, medium (“main”), and a
zero-immigration rate.

In its main case, which the Census Bureau
considers the most likely scenario, the US popula-
tion is projected to increase slowly from its current
level of about 338 million to 369 million by 2080,
with an average annual growth rate of 0.0163%.
This scenario assumes that the US will allow
approximately 1 million immigrants to enter the
country each year.

In the high case, which assumes approximately
1.5 million new immigrants each year, the popula-
tion continues to grow for the remainder of the
century, reaching 435 million by 2100. That repre-
sents an annual growth rate of approximately
0.033%.  However, it is important to note that the
growth rate gradually declines over that period and
approaches zero by the end of the century.

In the low case, which assumes about 500,000
new immigrants each year, the population peaks in
2043 at just under 346 million, representing a 2.8%
increase from the current population. By the end of
the century, the population will fall to 319 million, a
5% drop.

But the scenario that really caught my attention
was the zero-immigration projection.  In this
scenario, the US population is projected to have
already peaked and will decline by over 30% by
2100, reaching approximately 225 million. That was
approximately the U.S. population in 1980. After
2040, the population is expected to decline by
approximately 1 million residents annually. That is
the equivalent of losing an Austin every year. By the
end of the century, the loss is estimated to be over 2
million annually.

If you look at the components of the zero-immi-
gration projection, you will see that net immigration
is a negative number for all years. This is because,
contrary to what many believe and what is trumpet-
ed incessantly on social media, many immigrants
leave the country every year.

Many leave voluntarily. A good example is when
young people come here on educational visas and
then return to their country after completing their
education. Additionally, contrary to social media
lore, the US has consistently removed a large
number of people from the country each year. In the
last two years, the US has been removing about
100,000 immigrants per month.

There is a heavy emphasis on immigration in
these projections because it is the most impactful
factor on population and the most difficult to
predict. When making a population projection, three
key variables must be taken into account: the birth
rate, the death rate, and immigration. The birth and
death rates are relatively stable and tend to change
slowly over time. That makes the change in natural
population (births minus deaths) reasonably
predictable.

However, the country can regulate the number of
people who enter the country. The rate of immigra-
tion, therefore, depends on the public’s attitude
toward immigration and how their feelings will be
reflected in public policy.  That makes the immigra-
tion variable much more challenging to predict.

I think the US will have significantly lower
immigration rates in the near term. That is what
the American people want, and it was the animating
issue in the 2024 election. How long the public’s
current dower view on immigration will last is
anyone’s guess. Previous anti-immigrant cycles
have generally lasted about 10-15 years.

However, I am not sure that will be a good
predictor of this cycle. The country has never
experienced an anti-immigrant cycle with this
demographic setup or with information moving at
the speed it does today, or with two dysfunctional
parties representing the extremes in the country.

But the attitudes will change. Because this kind
of population loss, or even a stagnate population, is
going to create economic hardships for a wide swath
of the country. When businesses’ growth stagnates,
and people see their favorite restaurant close
because the owner cannot find enough help to keep
it open, or they cannot find anyone to do their yard
work, attitudes toward immigration will soften.

For those of you who engage in the fantasy that
native Americans will backfill these jobs, let me
assure that it is exactly that – a fantasy.  In the
zero-immigration scenario, there will only be about
9 million Americans between the ages of 14 and 24
would in 2100. The restaurant industry alone
employs over 15 million people today.

The American ship of state has a massive ballast.
It will eventually right itself and we will not have a
net zero immigration policy, at least, not for long.
But in the meantime, the country is about to
experience demographics unlike anything in its
history.

Senate Backs Prayer Time, Ten
Commandments in Classrooms

Bougainvillea
Poetry

After a while, no one wants to
look like a tourist.

Experienced travelers will
buy a hat in a local store, con-
vinced that having the same head
covering will somehow make
them less conspicuous. They
stray off the main streets and
take their meals in the places lo-
cals frequent. They leave their
fancy backpacks in the hotel and
carry only what they need to ex-
plore the city. And, most impor-
tantly, they don’t take photos.

If the tourists who don’t want
to appear to be tourists take pho-
tos, they only take a picture of
themselves and their traveling
partners. If there is something
beautiful in sight, it serves as
background. The goal is to appear
to be anything but a tourist.

I was at a poetry reading the
other day. I go to very few poetry
readings. Because I write, I have
writer friends, and some of them
write poetry. So I occasionally go
to a poetry reading to support my
friends. But I never leave a poet-
ry reading without feeling a lit-
tle more stupid.

I sit among a group of people,
listening to poetry, while con-
sciously thinking to myself, “I
have no idea what that means.”

As I puzzle over what it might
mean, the poet keeps on reading.
Then I realize I have missed the
last line. Now I really don’t un-
derstand what is being talked
about. So I sit back and listen to
the words, and at the end, every-
one applauds and, of course, I do,
too. But all the while I am think-
ing that I am a much more stu-
pid person than I give myself
credit for being.

But at this poetry reading, I
heard something that I under-
stood—although it was not from
the poet who was reading, but
from another poet. She said, “You
know who I’m talking about—the
tourists. The people photograph-
ing bougainvillea!”

Everyone around the poet
laughed, and I actually knew
what she meant—and I was kind
of sorry that I did.

Much of Mexico is filled with
bougainvillea, which bloom for
most of the year, and San Miguel
is no exception. It is stunning, es-
pecially blooming against a
brightly painted wall. And it
seemed to me that a poet—a poet
especially—should realize this.

Everyone photographs the
bougainvillea when they first ar-
rive. Then they realize it is ev-
erywhere, and in time, they
usually stop noticing it altogeth-
er. And this doesn’t seem espe-
cially funny to me, even if it’s
true. It seems a little sad.

If having more refined tastes
means I stop noticing bougainvil-
lea, I’d be happy with the tastes
I have, even if I never understand
much poetry. Because it seems to
me the ability to notice the beau-
tiful in the ordinary is more im-
portant than recognizing the
unusual.

My friend read her poetry,
which I was delighted to discov-
er I not only understood but
found very funny. And I left,
thinking about her poetry, and
poetry in general, and bougain-
villea in particular.

It is ordinary beauty that
stuns me, time after time.

Seeing something that has no
business being so beautiful—in a
setting where no one even notic-
es—seems like a miracle. Having
the luxury to stop and enjoy it—
perhaps even take a picture—
feels to me like an act of worship.

It is not a bad thing to be a
tourist. It is not terrible to stop
in the middle of the sidewalk,
blocking foot  traf f ic ,  over-
whelmed by the beauty of an or-
dinary thing. In fact, I think I will
try to remain a tourist as long as
I can.

Till next time,
Carrie

The Texas Senate last
week passed a bill to allow
school districts to set aside
time for in-school prayer and
gave initial approval to re-
quiring all schools to post a
copy of the Ten Command-
m e n t s  i n  e v e r y
classroom.The Austin Amer-
ican Statesman reported
that the two measures were
priorities of Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick, who presides over
that chamber.“Religious
freedom is a bedrock princi-
ple upon which America was
founded, recognizing our
rights come directly from
God, not the government,”
P a t r i c k  s a i d  i n  a
statement.SB11 would give
districts the option to sched-
ule time each day for em-
ployees and students to pray
or read “the Bible and other
religious texts.” Anyone who
participates would have to
sign a waiver that they are
taking part voluntarily and
w o u l d  n o t  s u e  t h e
district.State Sen. Sarah
Eckhardt, D-Austin, ques-
tioned whether the bill vio-
lates the U.S. Constitution’s
First Amendment, which
states that “Congress shall
make no law respecting an
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f
religion.” SB10 would re-
quire a copy of the Ten Com-
mandments to be displayed
in every classroom. A simi-
lar measure in Louisiana
h a s  b e e n  t e m p o r a r i l y
blocked by a federal judge.

BILL FILED TO ABOLISH
TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE
DEPARTMENT

A Waco lawmaker has
filed a bill to abolish the Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife De-
partment and transfer its
duties to the Texas General
Land Office, Department of
Agriculture, and Depart-
m e n t  o f  P u b l i c
S a f e t y , t h e H o u s t o n
Chronicle reported.State
Rep. Pat Curry, R-Waco,
filed the bill to disperse TP-
WD’s various duties but did
not respond to requests for
comment on what spurred
filing the bill. Under his pro-
posal, the land office would
take over parks, natural ar-
eas, wildlife management
areas, fish hatcheries, his-
toric sites, and other public
land. The agriculture de-
partment would be in charge
of conservation and manage-
ment of native plants and
wildlife, as well as hunting

and fishing. DPS would
manage all law enforcement
duties,

s u c h  a s  g a m e
wardens .Employees  o f
TPWD would be transferred
to the agencies overseeing
the new duties. TPWD sent
an emailed statement, say-
ing in part: “Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department is
proud of the important role
our agency plays in manag-
ing Texas land and waters
in coordination with our
partners and private land-
owners to provide for hunt-
ing, fishing and outdoor
recreation. Our 89 state
parks welcome more than 9
million visitors each year.”

PAXTON MULLING RUN
AGAINST CORNYN IN 2026

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton is raising mon-
ey for a possible primary
challenge against U.S. Sen.
John Cornyn next year,
the Chronicle reported. “I
think I can win if I have $20
million,” Paxton, 62, told
Punchbowl News. Cornyn, 73,
spent more than $36 million on
his 2020 successful reelec-
tion campaign and had $4
million in his campaign ac-
count when the year began.
He is completing his fourth
six-year term as a U.S.
senator.While Cornyn has
never won less than 75% in
previous Senate primaries,
P a x t o n  s a y s  h e ’ s
vulnerable. “I think it’s just
time,” Paxton said. “He’s
had his chance. He hasn’t
performed well and the vot-
ers know it. You can go a
long time without people
pay ing  a t tent i on ,  and
they’re paying attention
now.”

BILL SEEKS TO IMPROVE
STATE’S WILDFIRE RESPONSE

A Panhandle legislator

whose district and his own
property were affected by
last year’s wildfire that
burned more than 1 million
acres has filed a bill to cre-
ate a statewide system con-
necting all first responders
and government agencies to
the same network, The Tex-
as Tribune reported. State
Rep. Ken King, R-Canadian,
filed House Bill 13 earlier
this month. It would create
The Texas Interoperability
Council, which would be
charged with creating a
statewide plan for the use of
emergency equipment and
infrastructure.King led an
investigative committee last
year after the wildfires.“The
first responder community
will tell you it takes three
meetings in the middle of a
disaster before everybody
starts moving in the same
direction,” King said. “When
that wildfire is moving 60
miles per hour, that’s too
long.”A similar measure has
been filed in the Senate.As
of Sunday, the Texas A&M
Forest Service was assisting
with 3 active wildfires. The
largest was the Pauline
Road Fire in San Jacinto
County, consuming 2,421
acres and 65% contained.
Currently, 147 counties
have burn bans in place.

MEASLES CASES NOW TOP
300 IN STATE

The number of confirmed
measles cases in Texas now
totals 309 as of Friday, ac-
cording to the Texas Depart-
m e n t  o f  S t a t e  H e a l t h
Services, with 40 hospital-
izations and one fatality.Of
that number, 211 have been
in Gaines County, in West
Texas. All but two of those
contracting the disease were
not vaccinated,  according
to DSHS.Declining child-
hood vaccination rates have
left parts of the state vulner-
able to a measles outbreak,
D r .  P e t e r  H o t e z  t o l d
the Chronicle last week.
Hotez is the co-director of
the Center for Vaccine De-
velopment at Texas Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Houston.
He said he expects the out-
break will continue to grow
due to an increase in non-
medical vaccine exemptions
among Texas children over
the past decade.“It’s like a
hurricane passing over
warm Caribbean waters,”
Hotez said. “As long as
there’s warm Caribbean wa-
ters — in this case, large
populations of unvaccinated
kids — this epidemic is go-
ing to continue.”Two-thirds
of the reported cases are in
children under the age of 17.
CASE AGAINST STATE
IMMIGRATION LAW
DROPPED BY DOJ, BUT
OTHERS CONTINUE

The U.S. Justice Depart-
ment has dropped its law-
suit against a 2023 state law
that allowed local and state
law enforcement to arrest
and deport undocumented
migrants, The Dallas Morn-
ing News reported. Howev-
er, El Paso County and two
migrant advocacy groups
are continuing their case,
which is set for trial on July
8.The law has been blocked
from being enforced by mul-
tiple rulings until the trial
is concluded. Under former
President Joe Biden, the
Justice Department sued
Texas, arguing the federal
government is solely respon-
sible for enforcing federal
immigration laws.
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CHANNELVIEW - On
March 28, 2025, around 11
p.m., a fire broke out at the
Fairfield Inn & Suites lo-
cated at 15822 East Free-
way  Serv i ce  Road  in
Channelview, Texas. At
the time, 32 rooms were
occupied, but all guests
and employees were safe-
ly evacuated, and no inju-
ries were reported. The
Harris County Fire Mar-
shal’s Office determined
that the fire was acciden-
tal, originating from the
advertising signage on the
east side of the building.

Firefighters from the
Channelview Fire Depart-
ment, with assistance from
the Crosby Volunteer Fire
Department, responded
promptly to the scene.
Management coordinated
with neighboring hotels to
accommodate displaced
guests.

The Fairfield Inn &
Suites is a three-story ho-
tel offering amenities such
as free Wi-Fi, mini-fridges,
microwaves, and coffee
makers in each room.

Fire Breaks Out at Fairfield Inn &
Suites in Channelview;
All Guests Safely Evacuated
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Q:Is it true that Meryl Streep is dating
Martin Short? I thought they were just
friends, but apparently they’re in love? —
S.J.

A: Yes, the two stars became an item af-
ter their on-screen love on the Hulu series
“Only Murders in the Building” turned into
an off-screen courtship. Short was left heart-
broken after losing his wife Nancy to ovari-
an cancer in 2010, while Streep has been
separated from her husband, Don, since
2017.

Since their “OMITB” characters, Loretta
and Oliver, tied the knot last season, Streep
will likely be featured in the upcoming fifth
season of the hit whodunit series. Streep
joined the show in season 3 as a recurring
character. The new season, which is current-
ly in production, will feature guest stars
T√©a Leoni (“Madame Secretary,” Keegan-
Michael Key (“Wonka”) and two-time Oscar
winner Christoph Waltz.

***
Q: I read that Gwyneth Paltrow is going

to be in something with Timoth√©e Cha-
lamet. I thought she retired from acting to
focus on her lifestyle website. What hap-
pened? — J.A.

A:In 2017, Gwyneth Paltrow announced
that she was taking a break from acting to
focus on her business, Goop, but she didn’t
close the door completely. Her last major role
was in the Netflix series “The Politician,”
which starred Ben Platt (“Dear Evan Hans-
en”) and was co-produced by her husband,
Brad Falchuk. That was back in 2020.

She’s been selective about her next
projects, which she has the luxury of doing.
She’s back on the set in 2025 with not one
but two films, both comedies. First up is “The
Miracle on 74th Street” with Drew Barry-
more and Christine Taylor, and then “Marty
Supreme,” which she’s currently filming with
Timoth√©e Chalamet and Sandra Bernhard.

Q:I know that Donnie Wahlberg is an ac-
tor on a successful TV series, but whatever
happened to his fellow boy band member
Joey McIntyre? Is he still acting? — K.W.

A: Yes, Donnie Wahlberg and Joey McIn-
tyre have both made a successful transition
into acting since their days of singing and
dancing with New Kids on the Block, a wild-
ly successful boy band from the ’90s. Wahl-

Actress Meryl Streep is dating on-screen love interest.

From left, Rachel Zegler and Jaeden Martell star in “Y2K.”

“Y2K”
“Y2K” (R) — In his di-

rectorial debut, Kyle
Mooney (“Saturday Night
Live” ) brings back 2000s-
style comedy in full force.
This film deemed an
“apocalyptic sci-fi comedy
horror” follows a group of
high school students in
1999 who crash a New
Year’s Eve party. Expect-
ing a night full of the usu-
al teenage angst and
antics, these kids receive
the shock of their lives
when the power goes out
at midnight and techno-
logical chaos ensues! As
pieces of technology from
VCRs to Tamagotchis to
microwaves begin to mur-
der the partygoers, our
group of unsuspecting
high schoolers must fight
to make it through the
night. Jaeden Martell
(“Mr. Harrigan’s Phone”),
Rachel Zegler (“The Hun-
ger Games: The Ballad of
Songbirds and Snakes”),
and even The Kid LAROI
co-star in “Y2K,” out on

April 4. (Max)
***
“PULSE” (TV-MA) —

Fans of “Grey’s Anatomy”
and medical dramas, look
no further than this new
series set to premiere on
April 3. Taking place in a
trauma center in Miami-
Dade County, the show
centers around Danny
Simms, a third-year resi-
dent in emergency medi-
cine. When her personal
relationship with the
chief resident gets him
suspended, Danny re-
ceives a promotion so that
she can prove herself.
With a hurricane on its
way to Miami and new re-
sponsibilities on her
shoulders, Danny faces
the biggest challenge of
her entire career. Lucki-
ly, she has the help of a
great staff, played by
Col in  Woodel l  ( “The
Flight Attendant”), Justi-
na Machado (“The Horror
of Dolores Roach”), and
Jessie T. Usher (“Smile”).

(Netflix)
“The Bondsman” (TV-

MA) — Kevin Bacon
(“Beverly Hills Cop: Axel
F”) has been enjoying
thrilling roles as of late,
and his latest role as the
titular character in this
eight-episode miniseries
continues to add to his
repertoire in the horror
genre. Premiering April
3, “The Bondsman” stars
Bacon as Fred Herbert, a
bounty hunter whose last
mission didn’t go too well
and resulted in a grue-
some death. However,
Fred eventually wakes up
and realizes that he’s
been resurrected ... with
just a small catch. Luci-
fer only let Fred escape
from hell on the condition
that he continues his
bounty-hunting job — but
this time, he’ll be catch-
ing demons. (Amazon
Prime Video)

“CLASSIFIED” (R) —
Most notably known for
his role as Harvey Dent/
Two-Face in Christopher
N o l a n ’ s  “ T h e  D a r k
Knight,” Aaron Eckhart
leads this action thriller
out on April 4. Eckhart
plays Evan, a hitman
who has been getting his
mission instructions from
the CIA through the clas-
sified section of newspa-
pers. His MI6 analyst
daughter, Kacey (Abigail
Breslin), tracks him down
to tell him that these cod-
ed instructions haven’t
been coming from the
CIA and that his boss has
been dead for years. Des-
perate to find out who
he’s been killing for, Evan
pairs his combat skills
with his daughter’s ana-
lyst skills to follow this
lead. Tim Roth (“Poison”)
co-stars. (Hulu)

(c) 2025 King Features
Synd., Inc.

berg made the leap to film and TV with small
roles in “The Sixth Sense” and “The Practice”
before landing his big break, the critically ac-
claimed HBO miniseries “Band of Brothers.”

He later appeared in the horror movie “Saw
II” and two of its sequels before being cast in
the hit CBS police drama “Blue Bloods,” which
ended last year after 14 seasons. The network
has a lot of faith in him and his character,
Danny Reagan, because they’re building a
spinoff series around his character. “Boston
Blue” will launch during the 2025 fall TV sea-
son.

As for McIntyre, he starred in the short-lived
CBS sitcom “The McCarthys” a decade ago and
has worked steadily ever since, mostly in TV
movies like “V.C. Andrews’ Dawn” and the re-
cent Roku Christmas movie “Jingle Bell Love.”

Don’t write off New Kids on the Block, how-
ever. Four of the five original band members,
including McIntyre, will be performing in their
very own Las Vegas residency called “The Right
Stuff” beginning this June. Visit NKOTB.com
for more info.

***
S e n d  m e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a t

NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com, or write me at
KFWS, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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