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SURVIVORS’ LAP: Patrons, the public and teams lined the track at the North
Shore High School 9th Grade Campus last Friday night to applaud, cheer and
give their support to the survivors of cancer as they took the survivor’s lap to
kick off the North Channel Relay For Life event.

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

Every  s tep  counts .
North Channel residents,
friends, and family gath-
ered last Friday night to
play their part in the fight
against cancer at the an-
nual Relay for Life. For six
hours, the track at the
North Shore High School
9th Grade campus was
filled with walkers doing
their laps in honor and in
memory of those who are
battling or have battled
cancer. Their message was
loud and clear.

“Together, we’re build-
ing a legacy of healing that
reminds all that we stand
together in our battle
against cancer,” said Dr.
Tory Hill, superintendent

of Channelview ISD. “Let’s
light those candles, walk
those laps and show the
world that our community
turns pain into purpose.
When we relay, we relay as
one, we prove that hope
has no finish line. Let’s
unite tonight in our fight
against cancer!”

For 23 years the North
Channel Relay for Life has
battled cancer and has had
to skip a couple of years
because of bad weather
and Covid, but with resil-
iency, they continue to
fight.

“We’re normally a rain
or shine event,” said Lynn
Nutt, chairman for the
event, “but there have
been times, especially dur-
ing Covid, that we just
couldn’t put on an event.”

Covid made a huge dent
in the sponsorships and
teams participating, but
this year, there were many
more teams and corporate
sponsors than in previous
years.

While it’s hosted at the
North Shore High School
9th grade campus, the sup-
port comes from all three
school districts, Galena
Park, Sheldon, and Chan-
nelview who participate
with teams and leadership.

“Relay for Life really is
like a relay race, with the
exception that they are
walking around the track
to raise funds, which we
used to take pledges per
lap,” Nutt said. “Now, most

North Channel community turns out for Relay for Life
Cancer Surviviors and Caretakers recognized; Luminaria Remembrances at Annual Fundraiser

Continued. See RELAY FOR LIFE,
Page 5

Galena Park High School Student Arrested on Gun Charge
Second Related Issue
Causing A Lockdown

By AllanJamail

Galena Park, TX. on
April 29, 2025 Constable
Jerry Garcia, Harris Coun-
ty Pct. 2 reported one of his
deputies assigned to the
Galena Park High School
conducted a K-9 “open-air-
sniff” using their K-9 dog
named Zeus.  The K-9
alerted the deputy on a ve-
hicle parked in the student
parking lot across from the
high school. Upon further
investigation of the vehi-
cle, a 22 caliber rifle (see
photo, assault style) was
located inside the vehicle
that belongs to a juvenile
student.

K-9 dogs such as Zeus
can be trained to smell and
detect the scent of fire-
arms. They can not only
detect the presence of a
gun but also ammunition,

gun residue, and even
trace amounts of gunpow-
der. They can be trained to
smell explosives and nar-
cotics too.

Felony charges were
filed on the student for
having a weapon in Places
Weapons are Prohibited as
listed in the Texas Penal
Code Chapter 10; Offens-
es Against Public Health,
Safety & Morals; Chapter
46 Weapons states the
penalty can range from 2

Student’s rifle confiscated @ GPHS by Pct 2 constables.(Photo by HC Constable Precinct 2)

to 10 years in prison and
fine up to $10, 000.

Constable Garcia posted
on his face book page a
copy of Principal Juan C.
Ramirez letter dated April
29, 2025 to all high school
parents and guardians (see
photo) .  His letter ex-
plained what had hap-
pened and he asked them
to advise their students to
never bring any weapon,
gun or anything resem-
bling a gun to school. He

also said the arrested stu-
dent will be disciplined
under GPISD Student
Code of Conduct.

Two days later on May
1, 2025 another gun-relat-
ed incident occurred. Two
students reported what
they thought to be a gun
pointed at a group of stu-
dents by a male student.
School administrators
along HC Pct 2 School Re-
source Officers immediate-
l y  u s e d  o n e  o f  t h e i r

security protocols; HOLD
(school lockdown) at 1:00
pm. Students and staff
were instructed to stay out
of the hallways and to re-
main in their classrooms
until the “all clear” mes-
sage was given at 1:17pm.

Principal Ramirez is-
sued another letter within
two day (see photo) to
school parents and guard-
ians on the same day of the
incident May 1st explain-
ing what had happened.
He said the student who
pointed the laser at other
students would be disci-
plined under the GPISD
Student Code of Conduct.
See student code of con-
duct via internet here: ht-
tps: / /www.galenapark
isd.com/  domain/3384

G a l e n a  P a r k  H i g h
School has had 2 students
shot to death in as many
years about one block off
campus.

Continued. See PRINCIPAL LETTERS
TO PARENTS, Page 5

HOUSTON — Houston
Grand Opera (HGO) announc-
es plans to present a series of
free, family-friendly summer
programs designed to engage
and inspire young audiences.
The company’s teaching artists
will travel to community cen-
ters and public spaces through-
out Houston, offering music,
interactive storytelling, and en-

Houston Grand Opera to
entertain in County Libraries

riching activities that introduce
children to the magic of opera
and the performing arts.

“Every child in Houston de-
serves the chance to experience
the wonder of opera,” says
HGO General Director and
CEO Khori Dastoor. “By
bringing these programs into li-
braries, community centers,
and public spaces, we’re remov-

ing barriers and creating joy-
ful, welcoming experiences for
families throughout the city. As
a parent myself, I’ve seen first-
hand how moments like these
can light a spark in a child’s
imagination. We cannot wait to
share our art form with Hous-
ton families this summer.”

Continued. See OPERA IN THE
LIBRARIES, Page 6

THEA Wins Court Battle to
Stop dredging and mooring

HOUSTON — Texas
Health and Environment
Al l iance  (THEA)  has
dropped their lawsuit
against the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers for
shortcutting permitting
procedures for a barge
company.

The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) has
agreed that it must con-
duct a full environmental
review prior to approving
any future permits related
to a controversial dredging
and mooring project with-
in the San Jacinto River
Waste Pits Superfund
Site’s “Area of Concern.”
The decision comes after
THEA, represented by
Earthjustice, filed a law-
suit challenging the agen-
cy’s unlawful approval of
the project via a “Letter of
Permission” — a shortcut
that bypassed environ-
mental scrutiny and pub-
lic input.

The project site is near
the toxic San Jacinto Riv-

er Waste Pits in an area
that has recently been
identi f ied as  an area
having cancer rates ‘signif-
icantly greater’ than the
average in Texas.

Or ig inal ly ,  USACE
greenlit the project with-
out conducting a full Na-
t ional  Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) review,
despite the project’s poten-
tial to stir up toxic contam-
i n a t i o n  a n d  s t r o n g
community opposition
against the project. The
lawsuit argued further in-
vestigations were neces-
sary given that dredging
and increased barge traf-
fic near the waste pits

could disturb hazardous
materials, threatening the
San Jacinto River, local
fisheries, and nearby com-
munities.

“This outcome is a win
for all waterfront commu-
nities that have felt forgot-
t e n  a n d  i g n o r e d , ”
says Jackie Medcalf,
founder of THEA. “It un-
derscores the importance
of adhering to laws and
regulations, sending a
clear message that com-
munities cannot be side-
lined, and environmental
assessments cannot be by-

Continued. See ARMY CORPS
AGREES TO FULL REVIEW, Page 3

Houston Grand Opera Teaching Assistants performing at last year’s program in the Libraries.

May 3 Election
Results
Harris County Clerk
reports the following
results:
LEE COLLEGE
--Pos. 4 Pam Warford
1359 votes (100%)
--Pos. 5 Heron
Thomas 902 votes
(50.5%)
--Pos. 6 Daryl
Fontenot 1,248 votes
(72.98%)
SAN JACINTO
COLLEGE
--Pos. 3
--Salvador Serrano Jr.
3,774 votes (41.36%)
--Judy Harrison 3,752
votes (41.12%)
--Pos. 4 Larry Wilson
5,489 votes (60.77%)
For additional info:
www.harrisvotes.com.
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SHELDON ISD NEWS
Freshman Makes History at
C.E. King High School

King High School fresh-
man Dillon Mitchell has
captured 1st place in the
100-meter dash at the Re-
gion 3-6A Track Meet on
April 19, solidifying his
spot as one of the nation’s
most elite young athletes.
As only a 15-year-old
freshman, Dillon clocked
an astonishing 10.0 sec-
onds, making him the fast-
est 15-year-old in the
world in the 100m dash.

“While dominating on
the track, he continues to
maintain honor roll status
in the classroom. Dillon is
also a standout football
player with multiple Divi-
sion I offers, proving he’s
a generational  talent
across multiple sports,”

said KHS Head Football Coach Cory Laxen.
His speed has earned him a spot at the State Track

Meet in Austin, Texas, where he will compete on May 3
at Mike A. Myers Stadium on the University of Texas
campus.

Sheldon ISD principal and board
president receive state recognition

On Thursday, April 24, King High School celebrated the Class of 2025
students graduating in the Top 10% with dinner and an awards
presentation at the Humble Civic Center. This year, there are 98  students
in the Top 10% of the graduating class. King High School’s graduation is
taking place Sunday, June 1 at 3 p.m. at NRG Stadium.

In North Shore, nearly everyone reads the
NORTH CHANNEL STAR.

Your Hometown Newspaper.
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ASK DIAMOND JIMCHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE
When you call these Advertisers,

this Newspaper receives a referral
fee, whether you purchase or not. You
can help the Newspaper by calling
with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim” column and
for supporting the North Channel Star Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer and
precious metals broker.  Pineforest Jewelry has been a proud
member of the Independent Jewelers Organization (IJO) and
the Retail Jewelers Organization (RJO) for many years.  See
more at: www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Diamond Jim:
“What is the

birthstone for
May?”

Aarmy Corps agrees
to full review after
lawsuit over San
Jacinto Project,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

passed.”
During Tropical Storm

Imelda in 2019 a barge
carrying lubricating oil be-
came grounded on one of
the waste pits at the Su-
perfund site, while anoth-
er barge damaged the I-10
Bridge. In 2027, plans to
remove toxic waste from
the site will overlap with
plans for $555 million re-
vitalization of the I-10
bridge.

Nearby residents fear
this new barge project
could make a terrible situ-
ation even worse.

“The closest community
members live at sea level,
and residents fear that the
next flood or storm could
send a barge into the
Waste Pit, the interstate
bridge, or worse, straight
to their front door, Medcalf
said. “For decades, these

residents unknowingly
lived among dioxin waste
in the San Jacinto River.
The last thing they need is
a company digging up the
river bottom without the
proper sampling and as-
sessment to ensure their
safety.”

“The Corps has taken
precisely the action we de-
sired when filing the law-
suit: revoking the permit,”
says Allison Brouk, se-
nior attorney at Earth-
justice. “We will continue
to monitor any future per-
mit applications for activi-
ties near the Superfund
site that may impact the
area to be sure that the
Corps does not once again
try to shortcut the required
investigations. If needed,
we’ll sue again and hold
the Corps accountable.”

MAY BIRTHSTONE IS EMERALD
May birthdays fall right in the heart of spring, and

the emerald is the perfect gem to symbolize and cele-
brate this month. Prized for its brilliant and beautiful
green color, the emerald is often favored by the rich and
famous to wear as statement pieces for big events.But
this beautiful gem is just at home in an unassuming
pendant as it is in an ornate tiara.

As the birthstone for May, the emerald, a symbol of
rebirth, is believed to grant the owner foresight, good
fortune, and youth. Emerald, derived from the word
“smaragdus,” means, quite literally, “green” in
Greek.Like aquamarine, emerald is a variety of beryl, a
mineral that grows with six sides and up to a foot in
length. Emerald color can range from light green (though
there is some argument whether these very light beryls
are truly emeralds) to a deep, rich green. Emeralds are
also like aquamarine in that the way the color is pre-
sents itself in jewelry depends on a good cut by a skilled
gemologist.The deeper or more green an emerald, the
more valuable it is. The rarest emeralds will appear to
be an intense green-blue.  Emeralds are found all over
the world, including Colombia, Brazil, Afghanistan and
Zambia. The availability of high-quality emerald is lim-
ited; consequently, treatments to improve clarity are
performed regularly.

The emerald was mined in Egypt as early as 330 BC,
but some estimate that the oldest emeralds are 2.97 bil-
lion years old. Cleopatra is perhaps the most famous
historical figure to cherish emeralds. She even claimed
ownership of all emerald mines in Egypt during her
reign.  The Egyptians used emeralds both in jewelry,
and in their elaborate burials, often burying emeralds
with monarchs as symbols of protection.Like other gem-
stones, the emerald was believed to have many mystical
powers that accompanied its beauty. There were those
who thought the emerald could cure stomach problems,
control epilepsy and stop bleeding. Maybe due to its
soothing green color, it was also thought to be able to
ward off panic and keep the wearer relaxed and
serene.Today, emerald is a symbol of loyalty, new be-
ginnings, peace and security, making it not only a beau-
tiful gem to wear, but also a meaningful gift to be
treasured by the receiver. It is still widely prized by the
rich and famous, with Elizabeth Taylor’s famous emer-
ald pendant selling for $6.5 million in 2011.

Who do you call upon

When life gets wild, when there is an
injury, a death or something amazing
to share with someone, who do you call

upon? I know to call upon God and He will listen,
answer, and comfort me. Yet, as a human, some-
times I just need to hear someone’s voice to listen
to me and to pray with me. In the good times, the
tough times, and the times I do not know where to
turn to for advice, I am blessed to have a sister in
Christ, who I can always call on when in a crisis or
when I need to celebrate.

Diane and I cannot remember how we first met,
but for some reason we think it might have been
when she was looking for guidance on how to find
some help with her non-profit, Make Over in
Christ. She remembers going to the local Chamber
of Commerce and meeting Dr Charles Grant
during the time he was working there. He had
retired from San Jacinto College and did a short
stint working with Commissioner Sylvia Garcia, as
the Education Liaison. He needed something to
keep him busy and still make a difference in the
community. Diane met Dr. Grant, and he referred
her to me. It is a standing joke with he and I that
we worked together for so long at the college that
we can sometimes finish each other’s sentences
and when we need a name or a resource, we call
upon each other.

He sent Diane to visit me at the college. Instant-
ly we connected in spirit. We knew many of the
same people, were quite sure we had met before
and as they say, “the rest is history.” Diane and I
can call each other at 4 a.m. or at 9 p.m., on the
same day or days apart and it feels as those we just
hung up talking to each other. During the COVID
pandemic, we were a part of a cohort of volunteers
who were participating in a leadership academy
with East Harris County Empowerment Council.
Had it not been for our weekly zoom meetings,
there is no telling how any of us would have
survived.

That class, along with a John Maxwell Book
Group that was led by Dr. Cornelius Wilson was
leading, kept our minds focused on becoming better
despite the obstacles of the pandemic. The friend-
ship with Dr. Wilson, “Doc,” began years ago,
shortly after my divorce and even though he had
been my children’s pediatrician, he became one of
my prayer partners, confidants, and faithful
friends. Over the decades, we have laughed togeth-
er, shed a few tears, referred to others to each
other, and we have been there when the world
seemed as if it was crashing.

Each of the individuals has proven repeatedly
that family is not defined by blood or marriage, yet
instead by mutual love and respect. If you do not
have someone to call upon, I pray this is the week
that you will pray, ask God for someone that you
can build a relationship with and call upon when
needed. And remember, to have friends, you have
to be a friend.
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An Empty
Space

This week was spent with
the familiar sensation that I
have no idea what I am do-
ing.

I just started rehearsals
for a show about my column
and the origin story for my
first novel, Loon Point, that
comes out next February.
There is a lot of work to do
before the show will be per-
formed anywhere, but this
week we took the first step.

My director, Cheryl, and
I are meeting in an old
church that has been con-
verted into a community cen-
ter. The room we are in
doubles as a dining hall for
funerals and a kitchen for
the food shelf. The floors are
linoleum tile, and there is the
familiar smell of cooking.

We started, as all plays
start, by looking at an emp-
ty space and imagining how
to fill it.

“I don’t think we need a
chair,” Cheryl said.

We had talked about hav-
ing a chair, and now we had
a folding chair sitting in the
middle of the stage. The
chair looked as if it was
about to do something very
important and, since I wrote
the script, I knew that it was
not.

“I say we get rid of the
chair,” Cheryl said, with
more conviction.

I folded up the chair and
hustled it offstage. The chair,
formerly the star of the show,
had been officially fired.

But Cheryl liked the hat
stands I had brought and
agreed we needed two of
them. She liked the stool,
and we added a small table—
except we didn’t have a small
table. So we used the same
old folding chair, now con-
scripted into playing the role
of a table. (Don’t worry if you
are confused. I’m sure the
chair was, too.)

Then we silently looked at
what had suddenly turned
from a dining hall into a
stage. “I’d like you to read
the script and move around,”
Cheryl told me.

This is the part I hate.
I have no natural instincts

when it comes to movement.
I have vivid recollections of
every dance class I took as a
young person. I was flexible,
and classes always began
with floor exercises. I would
see the face of the dance
teacher light up as they as-
sumed I was a dancer, and I
would dread what was com-
ing. I would stand up and
start to move, and the teach-
er would immediately realize
they had made a mistake—I
was absolutely not a dancer.
In fact, I had enormous diffi-
culty following the simplest
instructions. The notion of
“body memory” was alien to
me. I had a bad case of body
amnesia.

But I did as Cheryl asked.
I read the script aloud, and I
moved when I felt I should
move. Cheryl took notes with
a very serious look on her
face (even during the parts
that I hoped were funny),
and when I finished, I knew
a show had started.

I came home surprisingly
tired. “How did it go?” my
husband, Peter, asked.

I wanted to say that I felt
as if the linoleum floor of the
old dining hall had ceased to
exist, and we’d entered a new
world—yet I had returned to
my old home. I felt as if I was
doing the thing that was al-
ways hardest for me, a thing
that could never be done per-
fectly, and—when it was
done best—only lasted for a
moment. I wanted to say I
felt as if I’d taken part in a
small miracle. And I had no
idea what I was doing.

“It went well,” I told him.
Because it had.

Till next time,
Carrie

TEA Releases 2023 A-F accountability ratings
After a prolonged delay

because of a lawsuit filed by
about 100 school districts,
t h e T e x a s  E d u c a t i o n
Agency has released the
2023 A-F accountability rat-
ings, indicating the share of
campuses that received a
passing ranking dropped by
14% from 2022.

“For far too long, families,
educators and communities
have been denied access to
information about the per-
formance of their schools,
thanks to frivolous lawsuits
paid for by tax dollars filed
by those who disagreed with
the statutory goal of raising
career readiness expecta-
tions to help students,” said
Texas Education Commis-
sioner Mike Morath.

A separate, ongoing law-
suit has delayed the release
of more recent ratings from
the 2023-2024 school year.
School performance ratings
from the 2024-2025 school
year are set to be issued in
August.

For the 2023 school year,
about half of Texas schools
earned an A or B, while
roughly 14% scored a D, and
7% received Fs, The Dallas
Morning News reported.

To view 2023 A-F ratings
for all Texas public school
districts or campuses, go
to Txschools.gov.

STATE INSURANCE CRISIS IS
NOW HITTING PUBLIC
SCHOOLS

Severe weather from hur-
ricanes and other weather
events has not spared the
state’s public schools, result-
ing in skyrocketing proper-
t y  i n s u r a n c e  c o s t s ,
t h e H o u s t o n
Chronicle reported. Insur-
ance costs for districts have
increased by 44% statewide
in the past five years, accord-
ing to TEA.

The problem is particu-
larly acute in coastal areas
hit by hurricanes and severe
storms. Part of the major
school  f inance package
passed by the House in April
would reimburse school dis-
tricts in 14 coastal counties
for insurance increases
above the state average.

Another bill, filed by state
Rep. Todd Hunter, R-Corpus
Christi, would give districts
in coastal counties a credit
against recapture payments
for wind and hail coverage.

“You don’t want educa-
tion to suffer because you’re
worried about getting mon-
ey to cover buildings for the

kids,” Hunter said.

ABBOTT SIGNS TEXAS
VERSION OF DOGE INTO
LAW

The Texas Regulatory Ef-
ficiency Office is now set to
become law after Gov. Greg
A b b o t t  s i g n e d
the measure into law last
week. The state office aims
to eliminate waste, fraud
and corruption in state gov-
ernment and is patterned
after the federal Department
of Government Efficiency
(DOGE).

The office will launch in
2026 with a $10-million,
two-year operating budget.

“We in Texas will now
have our own DOGE, known
as the Texas Regulatory Ef-
ficiency Office,” Abbott said.
“This law will slash regula-
tions, put stricter standards
on new regulations that
could be costly to business-
es, and put a check on the
growth of the administrative
state.”

The new office will also
work to reduce state regula-
tions that it considers out-
dated or unnecessary.

SBA ASSISTANCE GRANTED
FOR NORTHEAST TEXAS
COUNTIES HIT BY TWISTERS

The U.S. Small Business
Administration has ap-
proved Abbott’s request for
a disaster declaration for
Northeast Texas communi-
ties hit by tornadoes and se-
vere weather earlier this
month. The declaration in-
cludes Bowie, Camp, Cass,
Marion, Morris, Red River,
Titus, and Upshur counties.

The approval gives home-
owners, renters and busi-
nesses access to a number of
low-interest loans in affect-
ed communities.

Applicants can apply on-
line at sba.gov/disaster or by
calling 800-659-2955. A Di-
saster Loan Outreach Cen-
t e r  h a s  o p e n e d  i n

Daingerfield to assist with
completing applications and
answering questions.

BILL CLARIFYING ABORTION
LAWS CLEARS SENATE
PANEL

A bill to clarify the state’s
abortion laws has passed out
of a Senate committee,
the Texas Standard reported.
Some amendments have
been added to address criti-
cism from the left and right,
the report said. Senate Bill
31 is intended to clarify
when doctors can legally in-
tervene and “aligns lan-
guage” between the state’s
three bans on abortion. It
would also remove the re-
quirement that a medical
crisis be imminent before a
doctor can act.

The bill, which now goes
to the Senate floor for de-
bate, specifically says a
woman who has an abortion
can’t be criminalized “as a
party, principal, perpetra-
tor, or accomplice” to the
prohibited abortion.

A companion bill in the
House is still in committee.

TEXAS REPUBLICANS TRY TO
REIN IN HOUSING COSTS

A poll last year indicates
90% of Texans view the
state’s high housing costs as
a problem, one that GOP
leaders hope to fix, The Tex-
as Tribune reported.

“Young people have been
boxed out of the housing
market , ”  Lt .  Gov . Dan
Patrick said earlier this
month.

While buying or renting a
home in Texas is still cheap-
er than California and New
York, rising costs could af-
fect the state’s competitive
advantage. In addition, the
state needs about 320,000
more homes than it has, ac-
cording to an estimate from
o n e  h o u s i n g  a d v o c a c y
group.

One approach GOP legis-
lators are trying is to force
cities to reduce lot sizes and
allow homes to be built in
more places, though the pro-
posals would only apply to
the state’s 18 largest cities.

“The bottom line is there’s
no new land coming online,”
state Sen. Bryan Hughes, R-
Mineola, who is behind some
of the Senate’s efforts, said
during floor debate on one of
the bills. “It’s supply and de-
mand. If there’s land ripe for
development, for homes, for
families, no government
should stand in the way.”

NUCLEAR POWER IN MIDST
OF A RESURGENCE

A research lab at Abilene
Christian University is
building the nation’s first
nuclear research reactor in
more than four decades, The
News reported. The goal is
to prove that small modular
reactors can be a clean, reli-
able source of energy.

“Our goal is to take this
technology and bless the
world with it,” said Rusty
Towell, an engineering pro-
fessor at ACU who leads the
university’s effort to build a
small nuclear reactor.

The state has signed off
on supporting nuclear tech-
nology with a $5 billion de-
velopment fund. Nuclear
power is seen as a way to
provide stable energy while
slowing climate change. Tex-
as now has nuclear reactors
at Comanche Peak, south-
west of Fort Worth, and the
South Texas Project, about
100 miles northeast of Cor-
pus Christi.

It’s All About the
Seniors!

As I wrap up another busy district work
period, I wanted to share what we’ve been up to
in the community. From protecting Social Securi-
ty to expanding access to Medicaid and defending
hard-earned benefits for seniors, my team hit the
ground running to make sure every Texan gets
the dignity and care they deserve.

Town Hall with Congressman
Joaquin Castro | Affordability Week
of Action

For Affordability Week of Action, I was proud
to welcome Congressman Joaquin Castro for a
Town Hall. We heard directly from seniors about
the fight to protect their benefits.

People rely on Social Security, Medicare, and
SNAP for food, medicine, and basic needs,
and rising costs are impacting their everyday
lives. These programs are lifelines built on a
lifetime of work. Our promise: we’re fighting to
make life more affordable—especially for those
who paved the way for us.

Partnering with County Judge
Lina Hidalgo | Medicaid Day of Ac-
tion

For our Medicaid Day of Action, I joined forces
with Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo to bring
awareness to the critical county programs that
would be affected by federal cuts to Medicaid.

Together, we visited groups around the dis-
trict to talk about the importance of having access
to healthcare and how we must keep pushing to
ensure no Texan is left behind.

From Ben Taub to L.B.J hospital, millions of
families, children, seniors, and people with
disabilities rely on Medicaid for the care they
need. I’m fighting to protect this lifeline.

Senior Tour | Social Security Day
of Action

We kicked off the week with our Senior Tour in
honor of Social Security Day of Action—visiting
senior centers across the district to hear directly
from my constituents about the challenges they’re
facing.

They’ve earned their Social Security benefits,
and I’m fighting to keep offices open, services
timely and accessible, and protections in place.
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folks just make donations,
and we also get sponsor-
ships and have other ways
of raising money.”

Most teams dress up to
recognize their team mem-
bers and show spirit, and
they also have a team ba-
ton that gets passed off to
the next group who takes
the track to walk. Once the
relay begins, each team
must have a rep on the
track walking.

“We have a contest for
the best baton, and various
other contests for the par-
ticipants as they walk,”
Nutt said.

They walk from 6 p.m.
to midnight.

“We used to walk from
6 p.m. to 6 a.m. overnight,
but that was too strenuous
for everyone and so now we
close up at midnight,” she
said.

Lydia Blackwell has
overseen sponsorships for
numerous years.

“When I walk through
the door of a business,
most of them still remem-
ber me and always ask ‘Is
it that time of year again,’”
she said smiling.

Many not only make
monetary donations but
also offer in-kind dona-
tions that can be used in
the silent auction or as
motivational giveaways to
participants.

This year, again, Chick-
Fil-A was the top sponsor
for the Relay.

Blackwell said they not
only have silent auction
items donated to them, but
many of the fast-food res-
taurants in the area like
Chick-Fil-A, McDonalds,
Peter Piper Pizza, and
many others hand her gift
cards to give out at the

North Channel community turns out for Relay for Life
Cancer Surviviors and Caretakers recognized; Luminaria Remembrances at Annual Fundraiser

CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 1

event.
Marti Yanez works at

the Ninth-grade campus
and is the third member of
the trio in leadership that
works to put on the event
each year.

“I just do what they tell
me to,” she laughed. “Each
year we have a theme for
the event and I distribute
that information to every-
one so that they can make
their plans for their booths
and costumes,” she said.

Yanez, Nutt, and Black-
well are visible throughout
the night checking in with
different teams, announc-
ing the talent lineup that
performs throughout the
night, and then lining the
bleachers with luminaries
in memory of those who
have lost their fight to can-
cer.

While it’s celebratory at
the beginning with lively
music, the reality of the

Survivors pose with The Cow from Chick-Fil-A during the North Channel Relay For
Life walk to fight cancer. Chick-Fil-A has been a top sponsor for the last two years.

Team members of the Sam Rams from Sam Houston
Elementary show off their costumes and team baton
which gets passed off to each team member as they
take the track to walk.

Current and Back Issues are available on our website:

www.starcouriernews.com

Letters from Galena Park HS Principal Juan Ramirez to Parents,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Organizers: Lynn Nutt, chairman (center) is assisted by Lydia Blackwell
(left) and Marti Yanez who work with a board of volunteers

fight comes to light as the
luminarias are lit and the
names of those loved ones
are visible that have been
written on each luminaria.

“Each step we take to-
day is a step towards hope,
a step towards a future
where cancer no longer
casts its shadow over our
lives,” said Dr. Demetrius
McCall, superintendent for
Sheldon ISD.

“We walk today to hon-
or the survivors, those who
have bravely battled can-
cer and emerged victori-
ously. We walk today to
support those who are cur-
rently in the fight to one
day have a cancer-free di-
agnosis. Your presence
here today is a testament
to the power of communi-
ty. Every dollar brings us
closer to breakthroughs
that will save lives and
bring hope to countless
families,” he said.

In North Shore, nearly everyone reads the
NORTH CHANNEL STAR.

Your Hometown Newspaper.
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:

713-266-3444

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

BID NOTICE

19-2T

BIC NOTICEBID NOTICE

NEWS TIPS & ADVERTISING
INQUIRIES

713-266-3444

CEMETERY LOTS

We have 4 Cemetery spaces for sale at the San Jacinto
Memorial Park-Funeral Home off of I-10.  They are located

in the Blue Lagoon section Lot #57 and spaces
9,10,11,and 12.  They are $3750  each. We can break

them up and sell 2 groups of 2.
Please email sacain55@yahoo.com for more information.

19-4t

CEMETERY LOTSCEMETERY LOTS

The company will be offer-
ing three types of programs
as part of this initiative. In-
tended for grades Pre-K-
5, Opera to Go! offers
fully-staged, high-energy,
45-minute operas at the re-
gion’s schools, libraries, and
community venues.

•This season’s production
is Mo Willems’s Bite-Sized Op-
eras!, a double feature of oper-
atic works, both based on
children’s books by bestselling,
Emmy Award-winning author
Mo Willems and featuring mu-
sic by Grammy Award-nomi-
nated composer Carlos
Simon. Slopera! shares the
story of Piggie and Elephant,
two best friends who learn to
appreciate one another’s
differences. Don’t Let the Pi-
geon Sing up Late!, starring
The Pigeon and companions
A Pigeon and Ima Pigeon, re-
counts The Pigeon’s losing
battle against bedtime. The
show will be presented in a
bilingual English and Span-
ish edition.

Sing!  Move!
Play! (SMP), intended for
grades Pre-K-2, celebrates
opera’s greatest hits through
action-packed workshops
filled with singing, rhythmic
movement, and creative
play, while sharing music
from classic operas. This
summer’s featured music in-
cludes:

•Carmen, Bizet’s ever-
popular opera

•Italian Favorites, op-
era’s greatest hits

•The Marriage of
Figaro, Mozart’s timeless com-
edy masterpiece

Storybook Opera (SBO),
intended for grades Pre-K-

Houston Grand Opera’s teaching artists
will bring music, storytelling and
creative activities to area libraries,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

2, brings children’s books to
life through song as HGO
teaching artists present an
engaging and enjoyable intro-
duction to opera for students.
This summer’s featured books
include:

•The Armadillo ’s
Dream by HGO chorister Den-
nis Arrowsmith, about an ar-
madillo with opera-star
dreams (bilingual)

•Agua/Agüita and Fuego/
Fueguito by Jorge Argueta,

about water and the natural
world(bilingual)

•Amy Wu and the Patch-
work Dragon by Kat Zhang,
about a student’s quest to
make the perfect dragon

•Goldilocks and the Three
Bears, a perennial favorite

•Maria’s Magical Musical
Adventure, about a young
girl who travels through time
to meet Vivaldi (bilingual)

•Opera Cat by Tess
Weaver, about a cat and her

On May 1, 2025, Jacin-
to City Elementary School,
home of the Tigers, cele-
brated a remarkable mile-
s t o n e — i t s  8 0 t h
anniversary. Nestled in a
community that once bur-
geoned with industrial
growth, the school origi-
nally opened as Industrial
Elementary School on Bur-
man Street. It comprised a
single-story building hous-
ing an office, a small kitch-
en, a cafeteria, and several
classrooms. Over the de-
cades,  the school  has
evolved, nurturing gener-
ations of students and be-
coming  a  c ommuni ty
cornerstone.

At the heart of this mo-
mentous celebration was
the school’s fifth principal,
Dr. Becky Gardea. Under
her leadership, the anni-
versary event was a vi-
brant and heartfelt tribute
to the school’s rich history
and enduring legacy. The
festivities were filled with
nostalgia, community spir-
it, and pride, as students,
alumni, and community
members came together to
honor the past and look
forward to the future.

Students played a cen-
tral role in the celebration,
creating commemorative
pieces that captured the

Jacinto City Elementary
School Turns 80!

essence of their beloved
school. The celebration
was also a reunion of sorts,
as former students, teach-
ers, and community mem-
bers gathered to share
stories and memories. Rel-
ics of the past, including
yearbooks,  one of  the
school’s original bells, and
memorabilia from former
teachers, were on display,
offering a glimpse into the
school’s storied history.
These artifacts sparked
conversations and remi-
niscing among attendees,
highlighting the impact
the school has had on
countless lives.

The event was a fitting
tribute to a school that be-
gan out of necessity in a
rapidly growing area and
has since become a pillar
of the community. As Ja-
cinto City Elementary
School marks its 80th year,
it is a testament to resil-
ience, dedication, and the
power of education. With
the Tiger spirit at its core,
the school looks forward to
many more years of inspir-
ing and educating future
generations.

Here’s to 80 years of ex-
cellence and to the bright
future ahead for Jacinto
City Elementary School!
Go Tigers!

opera-diva owner
•The Three Little Pigs, a

classic fable
•Westward Ho,

Carlotta! by Candace Flem-
ing, about an opera singer
who follows her dreams out
West

HGO gratefully acknowl-
edges the supporters who
have helped bring this pro-
gramming to Houston: The
Brown Foundation, Inc.,
ConocoPhillips, H-E-B, the
Houston Livestock Show and
Rodeo, National Endowment
for the Humanities, Powell
Foundation, Shell USA, and
The Wortham Foundation,
Inc.

Storybook Opera has been
made possible in part by a
major grant from the Nation-
al Endowment for the Hu-
manit ies :  Democracy
demands wisdom.

For more information,
visit HGO.org/Community.

HGO’S SUMMER SCHEDULE: FREE PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN
Harris County Public Library System
June 17 @ 11 a.m.: North Channel Branch, SBO/Maria’s Magical Musical

Adventure (bilingual)
June 18 @ 11 a.m.: Aldine Branch, SBO/Maria’s Magical Musical

Adventure (bilingual)
July 7-11 @ 11 a.m. daily: Sing! Move! Play! Camp at North Channel Branch—

a week of singing, dance, crafting, and more
July 15 @ 11 a.m.: Aldine Branch, SBO/Three Little Pigs
July 21-25 @ 11 a.m. daily: Sing! Move! Play! Camp at Jacinto City Branch—

a week of singing, dance, crafting, and more
July 21-25 @ 11:30 a.m. daily: Sing! Move! Play! Camp at Atascocita

Branch—a week of singing, dance, crafting, and more
July 31 @ 2 p.m.: Stratford Branch, SBO/Opera Cat
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE
2025 C-STEM Master Teacher
awarded to Jessica Little

A huge congratula-
tions goes out to C.E.
King High School teach-
er Jessica Little. Ms. Lit-
tle has been awarded the
2025 C-STEM Master
Teacher Award by C-
STEM, a Houston based
organization with the
mission to make STEM
accessible to all students.
This award recognizes in-
structional leaders whose
efforts have made a last-
ing difference. Their work
continues to inspire oth-
er educators, advocates,
and students. Ms. Little
shown brightly amongst
her peers for her work for
the past seven years as C-
STEM coach as well as
her work leading the Sea
Turtle Challenge. Her
work has inspired count-
less students to explore,
grow and thrive in STEM
fields! Join us in celebrat-
ing this recognition of a
remarkable teacher in

our Sheldon ISD family.  Ms. Little will be presented
with her award at the 13th annual State of STEM
Education Stakeholder Breakfast on June 6.
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