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CHANNEL
CURRENTS

Join the North Channel
Chamber of Commerce for the
monthly Luncheon.

Friday, September 5 from
11:30 to 1:00pm at the San
Jacinto College North
Monument Room.

Program is Port Overview and
Channel Development, with
Project Manager Amanda
Hamrick, Port Houston.

Members $25, Non-members
$35. RSVP to
info@NCACchamber.com or
713-450-3600.

Chamber Monthly
Luncheon Sept. 5

Join the North Channel
Chamber of Commerce for the
2025 Dr. Gerald Cobb Golf
Touornament, Wednesday
October 8 at Tour 18. Shotgun
Start 8am.

Platinum Sponsor Bestway
Oilfield. Helicopter Ball Drop for
cash prizes.

RSVP to
info@ncachamber.com or 713-
450-3600.

Chamber Golf
Tournament 10/8

August 15, 2025 —
Channelview ISD is cele-

brating a major milestone:
the district has earned an
overall “B” rating from the
Texas Education Agency
(TEA) for the 2024–2025
school year.

This marks a significant
improvement from the dis-
trict’s score of 76 in 2022–
2023, to holding steady at
76 last year, and now ris-
ing to 80 this year.

This achievement is es-
pecially noteworthy be-
cause, in 2022–2023, TEA
implemented a tougher
grading system statewide,
making it more challeng-
ing for districts to earn
higher ratings. Even with
these changes, Channel-
view ISD has continued to
improve—and this year’s
“B” is the result of hard
work from students, teach-
ers, staff, and families
across the district.

“We are  incredib ly
proud of the progress our

Channelview ISD Earns a “B” Rating,
Celebrates Districtwide Growth

district has made,” said
Superintendent Dr. Tory
C. Hill. “Earning a ‘B’ is a
testament to the dedica-
tion and teamwork of our
students, staff, and fami-
lies. We’re proving that ev-
e r y  s t e p  f o r w a r d
matters—and we’re com-
mitted to living to our mis-
s i o n  o f  e m p o w e r i n g
students to thrive.”

Channelview ISD re-
mains focused on continu-
ous improvement, with the
goal of ensuring that every
student is prepared for
success in school and be-
yond.

Two campuses earned
the title of Channelview
I S D  G r o w t h
Trailblazers for their ex-
ceptional improvement:

• De Zavala Elemen-
tary — 19-point increase

• Harvey Brown Ele-
mentary — 14-point in-
crease

TEA awards Distinction
Designations to schools

that demonstrate excep-
tional achievement com-
pared to similar campuses
across the state. For 2025,
Channelview ISD campus-
es earned the following:

•  P o s t s e c o n d a r y
Readiness: Channelview
High School, Hamblen El-
ementary, Harvey Brown
Elementary

• Top 25% Compara-
tive Academic Growth:
De Zavala Elementary,
Harvey Brown Elementa-
ry

• Academic Achieve-
ment in Math: Harvey
Brown Elementary

• Academic Achieve-
m e n t  i n  S c i e n c e :
McGhee Elementary

Channelview IS recog-
nized these campuses at
the board meeting on
Tuesday ,  August  19 ,
2025.

—By Lila Hollin

Letter to EPA Adminis-
trator Lee Zeldin stresses
that the cleanup was re-
quired by the first Trump
Administration but has
faced continual delays.
According to THEA, the
latest cleanup plan from
the companies responsible
for the pollution fails to
meet the EPA and commu-
nity’s requirements for a
complete and effective
cleanup of the Houston-
area Superfund Site.

Citing statements by
EPA Administrator  Lee
Zeldin that his priority is
to clean up up the backlog
of Superfund Sites, Texas
Health and Environment
Alliance (THEA) is urging
him to order the companies
responsible for the San Ja-
cinto River Waste Pits Su-
perfund Site to remove the
dioxin and other contami-
nated material from the
site now.

THEA presses EPA for
Action on Waste Pits

“Enough time has been
wasted and enough lives
have been put at risk by
delays in cleaning up this
site,” said THEA CEO and
Founder Jackie Medcalf,
“It is long past time for the
EPA to require the compa-
nies to remove the threat
to the community, the riv-
er and Galveston Bay.”

In a letter to Adminis-
trator Zeldin, THEA points
out that the Responsible
Parties for the Site, Waste

Management subsidiary
McGinnis Industrial Main-
tenance  Co. and Interna-
t i o n a l  P a p e r ,  h a v e
requested and been grant-
ed 565 days worth of de-
lays in coming up with a
final plan. The companies
have also sent the agency
plan after plan that do not
meet the EPA’s require-
ments for full removal of

Continued. See EPA PRESSED TO
ORDER FULL CLEANUP, Page 3

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

Harris County, TX –
The Harris County Emer-
gency Services District 12
(ESD-12) has recently wel-
comed a new fire chief,
Marshall Hutton, and cel-
ebrated the arrival of two
new pumper fire trucks,
marking a significant mile-
stone for the department.

Marshall Hutton, who
has a long and distin-
guished career in firefight-
ing, was officially named
the fire chief at the ESD-
12 board meeting on July
10, 2025. Hutton, who pre-
viously worked full-time
for the Baytown Fire De-
partment from 1994 until
his retirement in 2023, had

Two New Fire Trucks and New Fire Chief
Arrive at ESD-12 with “Push-In” ceremony

Firefighters and commissioners incorporated an old tradition by celebrating the arrival of the new trucks with a “push-in” ceremony. The ceremony is a
ritual that dates back to the days of horse-drawn fire apparatus.

been serving as the acting
fire chief since June 30,
2025, following the retire-
ment of the former chief.
Hutton had been with
ESD-12 since January

2019, initially working
around his Baytown sched-
ule as the training chief.

Reflecting on his ap-
pointment, Hutton said,
“While I thought I might

become the chief at some
point, it was a little sudden
and unexpected that it
came so quickly. Chief
Russell still had some time
left on his contract, but he

had some family stuff come
up and he made the deci-
sion to go ahead and leave.
The board was happy with
me as their new chief and
wanted to move forward.”

In addition to the new
leadership, ESD-12 has
also enhanced its firefight-
ing capabilities with the
acquisition of two new
pumper fire trucks. These
trucks, which were ordered
about two years ago, ar-
rived recently and were
purchased for a total of
$1.4 million.

“I f  you order  those
trucks now, they’re about
$1.2 million apiece,” Hut-
ton noted, highlighting the
fortunate timing of the
purchase.

The arrival of the new
trucks was celebrated with
a traditional “push-in” cer-
emony, a ritual dating

Continued. See HARRIS COUNTY
ESD-12 WELCOMES NEW, Page 6

JACKIE MEDCALF, THEA LEE ZELDIN, EPA

By Allan Jamail

August 27, 2025 ~ At
the San Jacinto College
North Campus US Con-
gresswoman Sylvia Garcia
of the 29th Congressional
District held one of her two
town hall meetings in or-
der to inform citizens of the
pending Republican’s new
redistricting maps.

The “Premature” draw-
ing of the maps was done
in order for Texas Gover-
nor Abbott and the GOP
majority in the Texas Leg-
islature to appease the re-
quest of President Donald
Trump. Some sources said
these new Texas maps
were drawn in Washing-
ton; however that’s not
confirmed yet.

The scheme of President
Trump was done in order
to get five more seats to
help Trump shore up Re-
publicans'  narrow US
House majority. Trump
wanted these five new

GOP seats because the
current maps nationally
put Democrats within
three seats of retaking the
House majority — with
only several dozen compet-
itive districts across 435
total seats.

Abbott wasted no time
getting Trump’s new maps
sent to committee where
they were approved by the
GOP. Governor Abbott was

not going to disappoint his
close ally even though do-
ing so was a premature-
decade action made five
years before the normal
every ten years following a
census.

Abbott was able to get
the new maps approved
during a second Special
Legislative Session he
called which will favor Re-
publicans in the upcoming

2026 election. The same
new maps were on the Reg-
ular Legislative Agenda to
be voted on but Democrats
didn’t show up thus caus-
ing a lack of a required
quorum for conducting
business. Upon their re-
turn the maps have been
approved and signed by
Governor Abbott.

Abbott’s action on the
getting the new maps has

set off a national redistrict-
ing battle, most promi-
nently with California
Gov. Gavin Newsom vow-
ing to retaliate against
Texas Republicans by ex-
tracting an equal number
of Democratic-leaning dis-
tricts from California’s
congressional map. Trump

Congresswoman Garcia’s Redistricting Town Halls
Lawsuits filed against new redistricting maps

Continued. See GARCIA’S
TOWN HALLS, Page 7

Congresswoman Sylvia Garcia explains details to town hall attendees of new GOP redistricting maps.
(Photo by Allan Jamail)



Page 2 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2025Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR

Galena Park ISD Thanks
Norma Hernandez for Service
as Board President
Story By Dr. Tommie L.
Smith

At  the  August  11 th

Board of Trustees Meeting,
Galena Park ISD extend-
ed sincere gratitude to
Mrs. Norman Hernandez
for her exemplary service
as its Board President
throughout the 2024-2025
school year. Since 2019,
she has been a beacon of
leadership and dedication,
enriching our students’
and community’s educa-
tional experiences.

A retired educator with
38 years in Galena Park
ISD,  Mrs.  Hernandez
holds a Bachelor’s in Busi-
ness Education from the
University of Texas - Rio
Grande Valley and a Mas-
ter of Education from Tex-
as Southern University.
Her personal connection to
the district is deep, with
both daughters graduating
from Galena Park ISD.

As Board President, her
visionary leadership and
advocacy paved the way for
initiatives promoting ex-
cellence and inclusivity.
We are grateful for her ser-

vice and look forward to her continued involvement as
Board Trustee.

Thank you, Mrs. Hernandez, for your remarkable ded-
ication and leadership!

Photo Credit: Jerome Delafosse II

GPISD Superintendent Dr. John Moore congratulates retiring
Board President Norma Hernandez

Houston, TX – August
29, 2025 - Galena Park In-
dependent School District
is thrilled to announce a
generous $5,000 donation
from Burlington Stores,
the national discount re-
tailer known for offering
everyday low prices on
brand-name merchandise
for the entire family and
home. This donation cele-
brates the grand opening
of Burlington’s newest
store in Houston at The
Shops at Stone Park, locat-
ed at 6022 East Sam Hous-
ton Parkway.

Through Burlington’s
partnership with the na-
t i o n a l  n o n p r o f i t
AdoptAClassroom.org,
these funds will be dedicat-
ed to purchasing essential
classroom supplies that
will directly benefit stu-
dents and teachers at Ha-

Havard Elementary School
Receives Generous $5,000 Donation
from New Burlington Store

vard Elementary School.
The donation will provide
vital learning materials
and tools designed to en-
hance student success both
now and in the future. A
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m
AdoptAClassroom.org
worked closely with dis-
trict and school adminis-
trators to secure this
generous support for Ha-
vard Elementary. The do-
nation will assist multiple
c lassrooms ,  enab l ing
teachers to acquire much-
needed supplies and other
classroom essentials.

“On behalf of Galena
Park ISD, we warmly wel-
come Burlington’s newest
Houston location and sin-
cerely thank them for their
generous support through
AdoptAClassroom.org,”
said Dr. Lisa Hamblen,

Principal of Havard Ele-
mentary School.  “Our
teachers are excited to use
these funds to enrich their
classrooms and provide
our students with the ad-
ditional tools they need for
a successful school year.
We are truly grateful for
this partnership and the
positive impact it will have
on our school community.”

This donation high-
lights the power of commu-
n i t y  p a r t n e r s h i p s  i n
supporting education and
underscores Galena Park
ISD’s commitment to pro-
viding quality learning en-
v i r o n m e n t s  f o r  a l l
students.

For more information,
please contact the Galena
Park ISD Communications
D e p a r t m e n t  a t
communications@galenaparkisd.com.

NEWS TIPS & ADVERTISING
INQUIRIES

713-266-3444

Galena Park Library
featured the following
monthly programs:

1 . S p a n i s h  T e c h
Help—Spanish tech
help will be offered on
September 5th and
19th f rom 1-2 p.m.
These 30-minute slots
allow adults to get assis-
tance with any basic
technology questions,
from email to creating a
birthday invitation. Reg-
istration is required.

2.Creativity Cor-
ner—This is a fun after-
school program for ele-
m e n t a r y  s c h o o l
children. We’ll have spe-
cial programs, arts and
crafts, and creative play.
It will be held every
Monday and Wednes-
day at 3:15 p.m., start-
ing September 8th.

3.Chismeando en
inglés —Conversation
practice for adult En-
g l i s h  l a n g u a g e
learners. It will be held
every Saturday at 1
p.m., starting Septem-
ber 13th.

4.ESL Read Aloud -
Practice English pronun-
ciation with group read-
ing. It will be held ev-
ery Wednesday at 11:30
am., starting September
10th.

These are our spe-

GALENA PARK LIBRARY
SEPTEMBER EVENTS

cial programs:
1.Stay & Play — Work-

shops promoting early child-
hood development for ages
1-3. Every Monday at 12
p . m . ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n
is required.

2.Butterfly Buddies-
September 10th at 3:30pm

3.Be Nice presented by
Crime Stoppers of Hous-
ton- September 15th at
3:30pm

4.Folk Crafting- Septem-
ber 15th at 5:30pm

5.Mini Mum Decorating-
September 16th at 3pm

6.Sing, Move, Play- Mu-
sic of Mexico- September
17th at 3:30pm

7.Faithful Paws- Sep-
tember 20th at 2pm

8.Bullying Prevention
presented by Crime Stop-
pers of Houston- Septem-
ber 22nd at 4pm

9.Career Day- Septem-
ber 23rd at 4pm

10.Frida Kahlo Art Class-
September 24th at 3:30pm

If you are interested in
participating in Career Day
call us at 832-927-5470  | or

E m a i l  u s  a t
sisi.medina@hcpl.net.

Book Buddies will be
starting September 11th
from 4:30-5:15pm. This
FREE literacy program that
brings children and teens
together to share the joy of

reading. It pairs trained
teen volunteers (Big Bud-
dies) with children in K-
3rd grade (Little Bud-
dies).

We’re excited to in-
vite you to our next
Friends of the Galena
Park  B ranch L ibra ry
meeting on Tuesday,
September 9th, at 10
a.m. in the meet ing
room! Join us and dis-
cover how you can make
a difference and support
this vital community or-
ganization. Your partici-
pation matters! We can’t
wait to see you there!

Sisi Medina, MLIS
Branch Manager
Galena Park Branch

Library
1500 Keene Street
Galena Park, TX 77547
832-927-5470
sisi.medina@hcpl.net
*Hablo español

Dear Galena Park ISD Par-
ents and Students,

As part of our larger com-
mitment to excellence and ed-
ucation, Galena Park ISD is
dedicated to achieving excel-
lence in all our athletic pro-
grams.  Part i c ipat ion  in
athletics encourages the devel-
opment of positive character
traits, which contribute to stu-
dents’ personal growth and
success in life.  These traits
include the drive to take one’s
talents to the highest level of
performance, embracing the
discipline needed to reach high
standards, learning to work
with others as a team in pur-
suit of a common goal, and ad-
herence to codes of fairness
and respect. We are commit-
ted to the physical and emo-
tional well-being of student
athletes and to the social de-
velopment of the whole child.
We recognize that great de-
mands are placed on students
who participate in athletics.

GPISD Stadium Spectator
Information & Rules

However, Galena Park ISD
athletes are expected to adhere
to a level of conduct that brings
credit to themselves, their
s c h o o l ,  a n d  t h e
community. Galena Park ISD
is a member in good standing
with the University Interscho-
lastic League (UIL).  As such,
there are rules and regulations
to which our athletic programs
are required to adhere.  These
r u l e s  a l s o  i n c l u d e  o u r
spectators. Athletics play a cru-
cial role in fostering a sense of
community.  However, there
have been occasions where less-
than-desirable situations have
taken place, which did not re-
flect well on our fans or our dis-
trict. There were incidents of
negative/derogatory/threaten-
ing remarks made toward offi-
c ia l s ,  coaches ,  s tudents ,
players, and opponents.  There
were instances involving the
u s e  o f  p r o f a n i t y  a n d
vulgarity. Please do not be the
person in the stands who de-

tracts from the teachings of
fairness and respect for our
athletes. We expect to fill our
stands only with fans that sup-
port our students and coaches
and contribute to the positive
environment they deserve.
Please be aware that anyone
who violates the UIL sports-
manship regulations will be im-
mediately removed from the
event and may be banned from
future attendance for up to one
year. We appreciate your
support of our student athletes
and coaching staff.  Please
know it is up to each of us to
model high expectations for our
youth, especially as we prepare
them to one day be the leaders
of our community. If you have
any questions, feel free to call
me at 832-386-4330.  Again,
thank you for your continued sup-
port and cooperation.

Sincerely,
Vivian Dancy, Director of Ath-

letics

Stadium Rules
Prohibited Items & Ac-

tivities
No  outs ide  f ood  or

drinks
No firearms or weapons
No drugs or alcohol
No tobacco or vapes
No backpacks or over-

sized bags
No coolers or umbrellas
No horns, or whistles
No balls, frisbees, or bal-

loons
No animals (except ser-

Channelview ISD CLEAR BAG
PROCEDURES

vice animals)
No re-entry without

purchasing a new ticket
Student & Spectator

Expectations
Elementary & Middle

School Students must be
accompanied by a super-
vising adult and remain
seated with them at all
times.

High School students
must sit in the designated
student section unless ac-
companied by a parent.

Safety & Conduct
Metal detectors may be

used at all stadium en-
trances.

Inappropriate language,
disruptive behavior, or de-
rogatory remarks will not
be tolerated.

No standing or sitting
along the rails.

No loitering under the
stands.

Field and press box ac-
cess is limited to autho-
rized personnel only.
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ASK DIAMOND JIMCHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

Friends Matter
No matter how long it has been since you have seen some

people, when you see them, it seems like just hours ago. In Janu-
ary, I bought a plane ticket to travel to Oklahoma City to visit
my friends, Jim and Geneva. I planned to travel on Martin Luther
King, Jr. weekend.  Then life happened. The trip was postponed
for February.

In February, I served in my first official role as a newly ap-
pointed Texas Silver-Haired Legislature and was required to be
in Austin for several days. I came home and was attempting to
plan a trip in March to see them.  By late February I received an
invitation for a trip from Congressman Sylvester Turner to at-
tend an advocacy event in early March in Washington D.C., so I
decided to put off the Oklahoma trip until Easter.

In preparing for the trip to DC, my closest friend Marc, who
had retired from professional football due to repeated concussions,
told me he wanted to attend as well. I told him that I was not
traveling alone with any man unless we were married. So once
again he joked that we could get married either before or in Wash-
ington.  I reminded him that as much as I loved him, I knew that
until God told me to marry him, we were better off as friends.  As
I continued to plan for the trip, imagine the horror when he had
a massive heart attack and passed away on March 2? I was hurt-
ing and so sad. I thought about canceling the trip to DC, when
the world suffered a bigger blow—Congressman Turned passed
away just days later. So now, I was faced with traveling just days
later for this amazing event to help with advocating for cancer
research. I wanted to cancel the trip and yet, I kept hearing pre-
vious conversations with Marc. Over the past 11 years, he would
remind me daily “Charlotte, you are a victor, not a victim of what-
ever circumstances that God allows you to experience.”

I made the trip even though my heart was sad and it was
what I needed to spend time with God getting ready for what He
had planned for me in the coming days.  One evening while I
walked to the Arlington National Cemetery, I clearly heard God’s
voice reminding me that while marriage is great, having friends
that you love unconditionally and that you can share God with
along the journey called life, it much more fulfilling for some peo-
ple.  I was able to stay strong as I returned home and attended
Marc’s funeral on that Saturday. It was emotional, but I sur-
vived and rather than attending the Congressman’s funeral the
following week, I was blessed to have my Seniors keeping me
busy.

Again, I scheduled my trip to Oklahoma City for Easter. My
best friend Diane suffered the loss of her first-born grandson on
April 3. My son Daniel experienced a stroke the next week, while
incarcerated (which TDCJ did not confirm until late May.) Then
on April 14, I experienced my second episode of syncope, which
led to a ride to the emergency room complete with five metal
staples to my head. Needless to say, my trip for Easter was reset
again. I spent the next six weeks seeing every type of doctor you
can imagine, trying to find out why I was experiencing syncope.

On May 23, I was cleared to travel. So, I chose to visit my son
instead of the trip to Oklahoma. I cannot explain the horror of
seeing Daniel in a wheelchair. I was heartbroken, upset and an-
gry, but I kept hearing “you are a victor, not a victim”.  On my
second trip to see him, I had a car accident, which insurance lat-
er deemed my car totaled. I had to spend time purchasing a new
vehicle, with the help of many friends.

I had a commitment to be in Austin with the Texas Silver-
Haired Legislature in July, and August is always crammed full
of commitments, so I moved forward to focusing on traveling for
Labor Day weekend. (To read the rest, be sure to read on Sep-
tember 11th column.)

EPA pressed for
Action on Waste
Pits,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim” column and
for supporting the North Channel Star Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer and
precious metals broker.  Pineforest Jewelry has been a proud
member of the Independent Jewelers Organization (IJO) and
the Retail Jewelers Organization (RJO) for many years.  See
more at: www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Diamond Jim:
“What is the

Birthstone for
September?”

The world is your oyster
The September birthstone is sapphire – a gem that’s

been cherished for thousands of years. Although the term
sapphire usually refers to the blue variety of corundum
(ruby is the red variety), this birthstone comes in a rain-
bow of other colors. Sapphires have been long associat-
ed with royalty and romance and are also said to
symbolize fidelity and the soul. “Sapphire” comes from
the Greek word sappheiros and blue sapphire is one of

the most popular colored
stones. Read on to learn
more about the September
birthstone, specifically its
history and where it can be
found.

In addition to being the
September birthstone, sap-
phire is also the gem com-
m e m o r a t i n g
the 5th and 45th wedding
anniversaries.

The famed Rockefeller Sapphire weighs 62.02 ct. Here
it is flanked by two cut-cornered triangular

cut diamonds, mounted in a platinum ring signed Tif-
fany & Co. Courtesy: Christie’s Images Ltd., 2015

The September birthstone has traditionally symbol-
ized sincerity, truth, faithfulness and nobility. For count-
less centuries, sapphire has adorned royalty and the
robes of the clergy. The elite of ancient Greece and Rome
believed that blue sapphires protected their owners from
harm and envy. Clerics of the Middle Ages wore sap-
phires because they symbolized Heaven. Ancient Per-
sians believed the earth actually rested on a giant
sapphire, which made the sky blue.

The September birthstone was reputed to have heal-
ing powers as well. Medieval Europeans believed that
sapphire cured plague boils and diseases of the eye. The
sapphire birthstone was also thought to be an antidote
to poison.

Famous sapphires include the Rockefeller Sapphire,
a 62.02 carat (ct) rectangular step cut stone that was
unearthed in Myanmar (Burma). Acquired in 1934 by
financier and philanthropist John D. Rockefeller, Jr.
(1874–1960) from an Indian maharaja, the gem was re-
cut and remounted over the years. The sapphire was
first set as a brooch and later as a ring featuring two
cut-cornered triangular diamond side stones. Perhaps
the best-known sapphire in recent years is the 12 ct blue
gem surrounded by diamonds in the sapphire engage-
ment ring first worn by Princess Diana and then given
by her son to Kate Middleton, now Duchess of Cam-
bridge.

Where Is Sapphire Found?
Kashmir, Myanmar (formerly Burma) and Sri Lanka

are three historically important sources for the Septem-
ber birthstone. Significant quantities of the September
birthstone have also been found in Australia, Thailand,
Cambodia, Madagascar and the United States (Mon-
tana), among other countries in Asia and Africa.

Sapphire Birthstone Care & Cleaning
The September birthstone is relatively hard, ranking

9 on the Mohs scale. It has excellent toughness and no
cleavage, which is a tendency to break when struck. This
makes it a great choice for rings and other mountings
subject to daily wear. Note, though, that sapphires are
often treated to improve their color or clarity. Heat treat-
ment is common – and the results permanent – so it is
well accepted in the trade. Less common treatments such
as lattice diffusion, fracture filling and dyeing may re-
quire special care. In some cases, the color induced by
lattice diffusion is so shallow it could be removed if the
stone was chipped or had to be recut. Fracture-filled and
dyed sapphires can be damaged by even mild acids like
lemon juice. Before you buy a sapphire, always ask if it
is treated and by what method.Warm, soapy water is
always a safe choice for cleaning the September birth-
stone. Ultrasonic and steam cleaners are usually safe
for untreated, heat-treated and lattice diffusion–treat-
ed stones. Fracture-filled or dyed material should only
be cleaned with a damp cloth.

contaminated material and
rigorous testing of the site
to make sure it is safe. Each
time the EPA reviews a
plan, comments on its defi-
ciencies and requests an up-
dated plan, months are lost
to delay.

As Medcalf points out in
the letter, “The EPA ordered
the responsible parties to re-
mediate the site under the
first Trump Administration.
I stood with then Adminis-
trator Pruitt while he sur-
veyed the damage after
Hurricane Harvey, which
c a u s e d  u n m e a s u r a b l e
amounts of dioxin to escape
from the Northern Waste
Pit. The working class resi-
dents who make up our com-
munity had great hopes for
a timely remediation pro-
cess. Eight years later, they
are still waiting.”

The letter stresses that,
in addition to the health
risks of delay, the failure to
clean up the site has threat-
ened the local economy,
wasted EPA funds on end-
less reviews and doubled the
cost of the eventual cleanup.
This goes against Adminis-
trator Zeldin’s stated goal
that “if a dollar is spent, that
the dollar is spent on direct-
ly remediating the environ-
mental issue.”

As background, the Re-
sponsible Parties have had
three chances to submit a
so-called 100% design plan
for the site’s Northern Pit,
the final plan before the
work starts. The EPA reject-
ed the first two and has been
reviewing the third one for
three months. THEA’s anal-
ysis has identified a number
of problems with the latest
plan.

According to THEA, “The
responsible parties’ latest
100% design plan, like the
ones before it, falls short
and is unacceptable to the
community. The right deci-
sion is to move the site to
Remedial Action by requir-
ing the parties to follow the
EPA’s design or by taking
over the remediation direct-
ly.  The wrong decision
would be to repeat the cycle
of comments and revisions.
This cleanup was ordered
during the first Trump Ad-
ministration. It is time now
to finish the job.”
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We Democrats were right
to flee Texas. And the
redistricting fight isn’t over

When Gov. Greg Abbott surrendered Texas to
President Donald Trump’s demand to redraw
Texas congressional districts and replace five
seats held by Democrats with Republicans, we
knew dramatic action would be necessary. But
Democrats are the minority party in the Texas
Legislature, and our options were few.

We knew we could not defeat Trump’s plan on
our own. Texas Republicans have the votes and
their fear of Trump far exceeds their loyalty to
Texas. They weren’t open to negotiations. Howev-
er, a strong national effort involving Democratic
allies in other states could hold the line against
Trump’s effort to rig the 2026 election and avoid
the wrath of American voters.

So that’s what we set out to accomplish. If we
could break the necessary House quorum long
enough to light signal fires across the nation, we
could engage blue state governors like Califor-
nia’s Gavin Newsom in our effort to protect the
integrity of the 2026 election. If Trump wanted
five more Republican seats from Texas, we could
get more Democratic seats from California.

The personal and political risks were great, but
in the end our decision was the right one, morally,
politically, strategically. To begin with, Trump’s
plan as accepted by Abbott and the Republican
leadership was a racially charged assault on
minority voting rights. There was no ambiguity.
Minority voters were to be stuffed into districts
where their voices would be silenced.

Now, most of us would like to take district map
drawing out of the hands of state legislators and
give it to independent citizen commissions. Even
though the conservative majority on the U.S.
Supreme Court has not intervened in cases of
partisan gerrymandering, most Americans
rightly reject it. Were we willing to engage in a
partisan effort to neutralize Trump’s racially
divisive plan? Yes, we were.

Should Republicans maintain their House
majority in 2026, Trump would have open road to
continue his assault on our lives, liberties and the
possibilities for our children and grandchildren’s
future happiness. Trump’s policies are wildly
unpopular because they are wildly destructive.
His unpopularity is the reason he’s trying to rig
next year’s election. He knows he’s in trouble.

Furthermore, a failure to defeat Trump’s
election rigging scheme would delay and probably
doom forever any chance of ending partisan
gerrymandering. It is worth pointing out that
Republicans defeated national Democrats’ pro-
posed 2020 Freedom to Vote Act, which prohibit-
ed a state from drawing Congressional district
lines “with the intent or has the effect of materi-
ally favoring or disfavoring any political party.”

The day my Democratic colleagues and I
returned to Texas and restored the quorum
necessary to conduct business in the Texas
House, Trump announced his intention to further
rig the 2026 election in his favor. He said he
would try to prohibit popular vote-by-mail pro-
grams across the country. He even said some-
thing about prohibiting voting machines,
whatever that means.

Additionally, many people believe his experi-
ments with sending the military into the streets
of Los Angeles and Washington, D.C., foreshadow
his plans to use similar tactics to intimidate
voters next year. It is not hard to see that the
future of free and fair elections is in jeopardy.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom, responding to
our calls to action, took the right approach.
California had already moved to an independent
redistricting commission. If new district lines
were to be drawn now, a temporary approach had
to be made. If the California Legislature approves
a new map, the map will have to be approved by a
majority of the state’s voters. The California
process would be done out in the open, and voters
would make the ultimate decision.

Also, California will revert to the use of its
independent commission in the next scheduled
redistricting effort after the 2030 census. We
believe other blue state governors will choose
similar paths, especially if Trump follows through
and takes his Texas efforts to other states con-
trolled by Republicans.

In the end, our efforts are aligned with our
long-term commitment to open, free and fair
elections. That also means the pursuit of a
national prohibition of partisan gerrymandering
just as we proposed in the Freedom to Vote Act.
Stopping Trump now is imperative if we are to
succeed in those efforts.

Texas Rep. Armando Walle represents District
140 in Houston.

Redistricting bill sent to Abbott,
lawsuit challenges it

Memories of
Horseradish

Yesterday, I saw a bunch of
cousins.

I have a lot of cousins. A few
have died by now, but I started
out with 36 cousins, and only
two were on my father’s side.

My mother came from a large
farm family, and her brothers
and sisters had a lot of children,
and so I got to have a lot of cous-
ins while I was growing up. I
thought it was normal, having
this second layer of siblings that
I would see up at the farm. We
ate sitting on the stairs, because
there were many more people
than chairs. We picked eggs and
played in the haymow together.

Because there were so many
cousins, we grouped together by
age, hanging out only with those
cousins a year older or younger.
Most of my cousins were older
than me. They were cool and lis-
tened to rock music behind
closed bedroom doors and
brought boyfriends to the farm
and paid no attention to me
whatsoever. The cousins young-
er than me were small and an-
noying and not able to keep up.
You can afford to be selective
when you have so many cousins
to choose from.

After I got older, I didn’t see
my cousins as often. While they
were raising families and busy
with their jobs and moving to
different parts of the country, I
only kept in touch with one or
two cousins, and eventually I
didn’t even hear from them too
often.

But now everyone is getting
older and, particularly since a
few cousins have died and so
many of  our parents have
passed, it seems like the cous-
ins are making more of an effort
to stay connected. I love this.

Because coming from a large
family, I feel as if I only hold one
tiny piece of my family history.
My cousins remind me of all the
things I have forgotten and tell
me things I never knew.

“I remember horseradish at
the farm,” I told my cousin, Tim.
“But I don’t remember what we
ate it with.”

“Grandma grew it,” Tim con-
firmed. “And Grandpa ate it on
his eggs.”

“On his eggs!” This was news
to me. I love horseradish, and
now I’m going to try it on my
eggs.

We don’t spend all our time
reminiscing about horseradish.
The years between the older,
cool cousins and the younger,
annoying ones have disap-
peared, and we talk about leav-
ing jobs and downsizing homes
and watching the nieces and
nephews do interesting things.
These cousins all look a lot like
me. Many of them have the
same blue eyes of our Swedish
grandparents, and we grew up
eating the same vegetables
grown in an oversized garden
and lots of eggs (with or with-
out horseradish).

Now I see us all growing old-
er in the same ways and feel as
if I’m part of a sample group, se-
lected at birth, chosen to go
through life together. We con-
vene at irregular intervals from
birth until death to compare our
experiences and our shared
memories of horseradish. The
whole thing seems tenuous. And
a little magical. And every year,
more important.

We said our goodbyes and
promised to get together again
soon. Next year, we’re planning
to have a cousin reunion in Col-
orado, and I think that will be a
lot of fun.

I don’t know how long the
ties of cousins will hold. Every
gathering feels as if it might be
the last. But my mother just saw
her 90-year-old cousin last
week, and they had a nice visit.
I’m sure they still have a lot to
talk about.

Till next time,
Carrie

The Texas Senate ap-
proved the new congression-
al map and sent the bill to
Gov. Greg Abbott. A lawsuit
challenging the redrawn dis-
tricts as being racially dis-
criminatory was filed before
Abbott could sign the bill,
which he has promised to do
s o o n . T h e  T e x a s
Tribune reported that the
redrawn map, which could
give Republicans five addi-
tional congressional seats in
2026, has been challenged
by two law firms filing on be-
half of 13 Texas residents
collectively called “the
Gonzales plaintiffs.”

In addition, the NAACP,
Mexican American Legal
Defense and Educational
Fund and Mexican Ameri-
can Legislative Caucus have
joined LULAC in two addi-
tional suits against Abbott
that call the maps unconsti-
tutional and “intentionally
discriminatory.”

Abbott’s office defended
the maps. Andrew Mahal-
eris, the governor’s press
secretary, said they allow
“more Texans to vote for the
candidate of their choice,”
noting that Hispanic Texans
are increasingly moving
away from Democrats.

A 2021 suit filed by LU-
LAC over the maps drawn
after the 2020 census is still
pending in court.

HOUSE PASSES BILL
REQUIRING SIRENS IN SOME
FLOOD-PRONE AREAS

Flood sirens will be re-
quired in areas identified by
the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board under a Senate
bill approved by the House
last week. Under the mea-
sure, TWDB would have to
identify areas that have a
history of severe flooding. In
those areas, either the coun-
ty or city would be required
to install and regularly test
warning sirens, The Dallas
Morning News reported.

SB3 allocates $50 million
over the next two years to
help cities and counties pay
for the sirens, but they must
submit a proposal to receive
funding. The move comes af-
ter the July 4 Hill Country
floods killed at least 137 peo-
ple, including 27 campers
and staff members at Camp
Mystic along the Guadalupe
River.

“We must rely on proven
technology like outdoor
warning systems,” said state
Rep. Terry Wilson, R-Geor-
getown.

CERTAIN FOREIGN
NATIONALS NOW BANNED
FROM BUYING LAND IN
TEXAS

As of Sept. 1, people with
ties to China, Iran, North
Korea or Russia have been
banned from buying most
Texas property, including
farmland, homes and com-
mercial property, the Texas
Standard reported. People
in the state on student or
work visas from those coun-
tries may buy a single home
to live in but are barred from
purchasing additional prop-
erties.

Sen. Lois Kolkhorst, R-
Brenham, authored the bill
and called it “the strongest
protection national security
bill of any state passed.”

If a person violates the
law, they could face a state
jail felony and fines.

Two Chinese nationals
living in Texas filed suit in
July, arguing the ban vio-
lates constitutional protec-
tions.

“ I t ’ s  d i s c r iminat ing
against Chinese people, it’s
discriminating against im-
migrants,” said Justin Sad-
owsky, legal director at the
Chinese American Legal De-
fense Alliance and attorney
for the plaintiffs.

The suit was dismissed
by a federal judge in August,
but the plaintiffs have tak-
en the case to the U.S. Fifth
Circuit Court of Appeals.

NEW PROPOSED BAN ON
THC HAS STALLED

A bill to ban hemp-de-
rived THC products in the
state has stalled with the
state’s top two officials at
loggerheads over the issue.
The Houston Chronicle re-
ported that Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick is still pushing a ban
after Abbott vetoed a simi-
lar bill in the regular ses-
sion. Abbott called the first
special session after vetoing

the THC ban, arguing in-
stead for a more regulated
approach.

“The regulated market
would be very comprehen-
sive,” Abbott said. “It would
regulate it at the farming-
based level, the wholesale
level, the distributor and the
retailer.”

A total ban would affect
more than 8,500 businesses
across the state that sell
hemp-derived products,
some of  which contain
amounts of THC, the psy-
choactive ingredient in can-
nabis.

While Patrick and Abbott
have largely agreed in the
past on major issues, that is
not the case with the THC
ban. Patrick said this is
“probably the biggest one
we’ve ever disagreed on, par-
ticularly openly.”

EAST TEXAS WATER EXPORT
DELAYED BY STUDY

An attempt by a Dallas
investor to export East Tex-
as groundwater likely will
be delayed at least two years
after lawmakers approved a
water development board
study of the plan’s effects.
The Chronicle reported
state Rep. Cody Harris, R-
Palestine, authored the bill
after investor Kyle Bass ap-
plied for exploratory permits
for wells that could pump
more groundwater in Ander-
son and Henderson counties
than was now available.

The Carrizo-Wilcox aqui-
fer spans East Texas from
Louisiana to Mexico, supply-
ing many towns in that re-
gion with groundwater. The
bill requires TWDB to deter-
mine how much groundwa-
ter  can be pumped “ in
perpetuity” without affect-
ing the local groundwater
district’s 50-year plan.

Harris has also filed leg-
islation to overturn the rule
of capture. That rule has
historically allowed land-
owners to pump however
much groundwater is below
their property, even if it neg-
atively affects their neigh-
bors. He said he intends to
address the rule of capture
during the 2027 session.

“We really do need to take
the interim and the full ses-
sion to have those hard de-
bates that are going to
come,” he said.

HOUSE OKS MAKING
IVERMECTIN AVAILABLE
WITHOUT PRESCRIPTION

The House last week
passed a bill that would
make ivermectin, used pri-
marily to treat livestock for
parasites but sometimes
prescribed to humans, avail-
able to Texans without a
p r e s c r i p t i o n .
The Tribune reported the
vote came after a lively de-
bate along party lines. Its
sponsor, state Rep. Joanne
Shofner, R-Nacogdoches, ar-
gued her bill championed
medical freedom.

The drug gained popular-
ity during the pandemic as
a treatment for COVID-19
before a vaccine was avail-
able. Prior to the pandemic,
it had been used as a treat-
ment for humans carrying
certain tropical or subtropi-
cal parasites.

If signed into law, iver-
mectin would not be on the
counter but could be dis-
pensed without a prescrip-
t i o n  a t  p h a r m a c i e s ,
similarly to how cold and
c o u g h  m e d i c i n e s  l i k e
pseudoephedrine are given.

OPINION
By State Representative

ARMANDO WALLE

✯
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While the official start to the
college football season dominated
the headlines over Labor Day
Weekend, the first week of
September ushers in the start of
the NFL season and what a first-
week schedule Roger Goodell and
Co. have provided us.

The league’s 106th season
begins Thursday in prime time
when the defending Super Bowl
champions host NFC East rival
Dallas on NBC at 7:20 p.m. local
time.

The Eagles are once again
loaded and are the odds on
favorite to represent the NFC in a
second straight Super Bowl. The
Cowboys enter the season with a
new head coach in Brian
Schottenheimer, who served as
Dallas’ offensive coordinator last
season. The newest Dallas head
coach will welcome back Dak
Prescott at quarterback, who
played just eight games a year ago
after sustaining a hamstring
injury against Atlanta in Week 9.
Owner/GM Jerry Jones helped
Prescott in the offseason by
acquiring Steelers WR George
Pickens, which will pair him with
All Pro wideout CeedDee Lamb.

The biggest question mark in
Dallas is whether star edge rusher
Micah Parsons (12 sacks in 2024)
will be on the field for the opener
against the explosive Philly
offense. Parsons and Jones have
been embroiled in a nasty contract
dispute, and as of this writing,
neither side has budged. The
Cowboys do have Parsons under
control for this season and can
franchise him in 2026, so the
former oil barron does have a lot
of leverage.

While Dallas and Philly open
the season on Thursday night, the
Chiefs and Chargers will open
their seasons on Friday night in
Brazil. LA could very well
challenge Kansas City for the AFC
West title this year under second-
year head coach Jim Harbaugh,
who led LA to the playoffs in his
first season.

On Sunday, the Texans begin
head coach DeMeco Ryans’ third
season as the two-time AFC South
champs head out west to face the
Los Angeles Rams at 3:25 p.m.
Third-year QB C.J. Stroud will
look to bounce back after a
mediocre second year, and he has
two new weapons in rookie
wideouts Jaylin Noel and Jayden
Higgins (6-4, 225 pounds) to pair
with star wide receiver Nico
Collins. Houston could have a top
five defense this season and that
unit will get a good test against
the Rams and veteran QB
Matthew Stafford.

The Sunday Night opener on
NBC is a good one as Baltimore
visits Buffalo in a rematch of last
year’s Divisional playoff game,
which was won by the Bills, 27-25.
The Monday Night Football
opener features a good NFC North
contest as the Vikings visit the up-
and-coming Bears in Chicago.

The college schedule is a bit
watered down after last weekend’s
big games. The two best games
feature Kansas and Missouri and
No. 14 Michigan visiting No. 18
Oklahoma.

So, let’s take a look at this
weekend’s games.

NCAA

Kansas at Missouri - These
two former Big 8 and Big 12 rivals
meet on Saturday in Columbia,
MO. Kansas is still in the Big 12,
while Mizzu now resides in the
SEC. The Jayhawks opened the
season two weeks ago with a
dominating 31-7 win over Fresno
State in their $405 million newly-
renovated stadium. KU returns
one of the top dual-threat QBs in
the country in Jalon Daniels,
(2,454 passing yards, 14 TDs/439
rushing yards, 6 TDs). In the
season opener, Daniels passed for
176 yards and three TDs, while
running back Leshon Williams
picked up 57 yards on six carries
and scored a touchdown. As a
team, the Jayhawks rushed for
207 yards. The Tigers finished 10-
3 a year ago, but lost a load of
talent, most notably veteran QB
Brady Cook and star wideout
Luther Burden III, who was a
second-round draft pick of the
Bears. Missouri head coach Eliah
Drinkwitz will choose between
Beau Pribular and Sam Horn to
handle the QB position and will
look for running back Ahmad
Hardy (1,351 yards, 13 TDs), a
transfer from Louisiana-Monroe,
to handle the ground game. Look
for Daniels experience to be the
difference maker in this one as the
Jayhawks pick up a big road win.
My pick, Kansas 26, Missouri 23

Michigan at Oklahoma - No.
14 Michigan travels to Norman to
take on No. 18 OU on Saturday in
prime time on ABC (6:30 p.m.).
This game features two head
coaches who need big seasons, or
their seats may get hot as the
season progresses. UM’s Sherrone

Moore is entering his second
season as the Wolverine’s head
coach. He finished 8-5 a year ago,
but did beat bitter rival Ohio
State and upset Alabama in the
Quest Bowl. This could be a key
season for OU head coach Brent
Venables, who in his first three
years has only forged a 22-17
record (including two 6-7 seasons).
Sooner fans are optimistic this
year, mainly because of Washing-
ton State transfer QB John
Mateer (3,139 yards, 29 TDs). OU
will look for a big year from
running back Taylor Tatum (278
yards, 3 TDS). Michigan has
turned to redshirt freshman Bryce
Undersoon (6-4, 228 yards) to run
the offense. Underwood was the
No. 1-rated QB coming out of high
school in 2023. Michigan will be
breaking in two new running
backs in Justice Haynes and
Jordan Marshall (130 yards as a
reserve in ‘’24). Look for the
Sooners to pick up the win on
Saturday night thanks to a
raucous home crowd and Mateer.
My pick, Oklahoma 24, Michigan
21

NFL

Dallas at Philadelphia - The
2025 season kicks off on Thursday
night when the defending Super
Bowl champion Philadelphia
Eagles host bitter division rival
Dallas on NBC. The Eagles
finished 18-3 a year ago and
cruised to the Lombardi,
dominating Kansas City 40-22 in
New Orleans. Philly returns a
solid core from that title team, led
by dual-threat QB Jalen Hurts (a
Channelview native), who passed
for 2,093 yards and 18 TDs and
rushed for 630 yards and 14
scores. Also back is star running
back Saquon Barkely (2,005 yards,
13 TDs/33 receptions, 278 yards,
22 TDs). Barkley may not produce
those same numbers in ‘25, but he
will once again be running behind
the best offensive line in the NFL.
Also back are wideouts A.J. Brown
(67 receptions, 1,079 yards, 7 TDs)
and DeVonta Smith (68
receptions, 833 yards, 8 TDs).
Philly did suffer some key losses
on the defensive line and in the
secondary, but General Manager
Howie Roseman filled those spots
adequately. The Cowboys are
coming off a 7-10 year, and
hopefully will have a healthy Dak
Prescott (1,978 yards, 11 TDs in
eight games) back for the entire
season. Prescott will once again
have stud wideout CeeDee Lamb
(101 receptions, 1,194 yards, 6
TDs) and another weapon in wide
receiver George Pickens (63
receptions, 1,140 yards, 5 TDs),
who the Cowboys acquired from
the Steelers. If Dallas is to turn
things around this year, they must
run the ball better than they did a
year ago, when the team combined
for a woeful 6 total rushing TDs.
Dallas brought in former Denver
back Javonte Williams (513 yards,
4 TDs) to help turn things around.
It remains to be seen if star edge
rusher Micah Parsons (12 sacks)
will play in the Philly game. He
and owner Jerry Jones have spent
training camp and the preseason
locked in a contentious contract
dispute. Parsons is under team
control this year, so odds are he
will be on the field come Thursday
night. Even if Parsons does play,
the Eagles will have too much
offense for Dallas with which to
deal and will open defense of their
SB title  with a nice opening-
season win. My pick, Philadelphia
26, Dallas 23

Kansas City vs. Los Angeles
Chargers - The Chiefs and
Chargers open their seasons on
Friday night in Brazil in an early-
season AFC West division tilt. The
Chiefs had all offseason to stew
after their blowout loss in the
Super Bowl, and you can bet that
QB Patrick Mahomes (3,928
yards, 26 TDs/11 interceptions)
and head coach Andy Reid
focused on righting the ship this
season. KC returns a strong
nucleus with Mahomes, tight end
Travis Kelce (97 receptions, 823
yards, 2 TDs) and speedy wideout
Xavier Worthy (58 receptions, 638
yards, 6 TDs). The Chargers enter
Jim Harbaugh’s second year as
head coach with their sights set on
unseating KC atop the AFC West.
They have the tools in place in QB
Justin Herbert (3,870 yards, 23
TDs), wideouts Ladd McConkey
(82 receptions, 1,149 yards, 7 TDs)
and Quentin Johnson (55
receptions, 711 yards, 9 TDs).
Their running game is improved
with former Steeler Najee Harris
(1,043 yards, 6 TDs) and rookie

Omar Hampton (1,660 rushing
yards, 15 TDs/38 receptions, 373
yards, 2 TDs at North Carolina).
This should be an entertaining
game, but look for Mahomes to
work his magic late to lead KC to
a season-opening win. My pick,
Kansas City 27, Los Angeles
Chargers 23

Houston at Los Angeles
Rams - The Texans head to LaLa
Land to open the ‘25 season
against the Rams in a meeting of
playoff teams from 2024.The
Texans finished 11-8 a year ago
and will be led by third-year QB
C.J. Stroud (3,727 yards, 20 TDs)
and wideout Nico Collins (68
receptions, 1,006 yards, 7 TDs in
12 games). General Manager Nick
Caserio provided Stroud with
some extra receiving help in the
draft by acquiring the Iowa State
duo of Jaylin Noel and Jayden
Higgins (6-4, 225 pounds).
Houston will be without starting
running back Joe Mixon (1,016
yards, 11 TDs/36 receptions, 309
yards, 1 TD) for at least the first
four games. Houston added former
Browns RB Nick Chubb in the
offseason with hopes he regains
his Pro Bowl form after dealing
with leg injuries the last two
years. The Texans might have a
top five defense led by edge
rushers Danielle Hunter (12
sacks) and Will Anderson (11
sacks) and All-Pro cornerback
Derek Stingley Jr. (5 intercep-
tions). That unit will get a stern
test from LA QB Matthew
Stafford (3,762 yards, 20 TDs),
running back Kyren Williams
(1,297 yards,14 TDs) and wideout
Puka Nacua (79 receptions, 990
yards, 3 TDS). Stafford missed
most of camp dealing with back
issues. Look for the Houston
defense to get after him early and
often as the Texans open the
season with a big road win. My
pick, Houston 23, Los Angeles
Rams 20

Baltimore at Buffalo - This
is probably the Game of the Week
in Week 1 as the Ravens and Bills
meet on Sunday Night Football on
NBC. The Bills, who will be
playing their final season in Ralph
Wilson Stadium, defeated the
Ravens 27-25 in the Division
round last year. This game
features two MVP QBs in
Baltimore’s Lamar Jackson (4,172
passing yards, 41 TDs/915 rushing
yards, 4 TDs) and Buffalo’s Josh
Allen (3,731 yards, 28 TDs/531
rushing yards, 12 TDs). Both
teams have solid running backs in
Derrick Henry (1,921 yards, 18
total TDs) and James Cook (1,009
yards, 16 TDs/32 receptions, 258
yards, 2 TDs). This should be a
high-scoring game and will come
down to which team makes a play
or two on defense. I’m going with
the Buffalo defense to be the
difference maker in this game, but
don’t be surprised if these two
teams meet once again in the
playoffs come January. My pick,
Buffalo 31, Baltimore 29

Minnesota at Chicago -
Week one concludes with Monday
Night Football with an NFC North
contest between the Vikings and
Bears in the Windy City. The
Vikes will be breaking in a new
QB in second-year man J.J.
McCarthy, who missed his rookie
season with a knee injury.
McCarthy is an unknown, but has
plenty of weapons to turn to in
wide receiver Justin Jefferson
(103 receptions, 1,533 yards, 10
TDs) and running back Aaron
Jones (1,138 rushing yards, 5 TDs/
51 receptions, 408 yards, 2 TDs).
McCarthy won’t have big–play
wideout Jordan Addison for the
first three games of the season
because he’s been suspended by
the league for violating its
personal conduct policy. Optimism
is running high in Chicago over
new head coach Ben Johnson, the
former offensive coordinator for
Detroit. Johnson was hired to get
the most out of second-year QB
Caleb Williams (3,541 yards, 20
TDs). Williams should benefit
from Johnson’s tutelage and could
be in for a huge year, which should
make Bears fans excited. Williams
has weapons to turn to in running
back D’Andre Swift (959 rushing
yards, 6 TDs/43 receptions, 384
yards) and talented wideouts D.J.
Moore (98 receptions, 966 yards, 6
TDs) and second-year man Rome
Odunze (54 receptions, 734 yards,
3 TDs). Look for Odunze to have a
breakout year in ‘25 and look for
Williams to put on a show in
prime time on Monday night. My
pick, Chicago 30, Minnesota 27

KEENEY’s

KORNER
BY

MIKE KEENEY

FOOTBALL SEASON WEEK 2:
SB champ Eagles host Cowboys to open NFL season:
Texans open Ryans’ third season on road against Rams

Hometown Hero:
JALEN HURTS

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
SCORES/SCHEDULES

LAST WEEK’S SCORES
Thursday, Aug. 28
C. E. King 32, Spring Westfield 14
New Caney Porter 44, Galena Park 20

Friday, Aug. 29
Pasadena Memorial 22, Channelview 19
Dallas South Oak Cliff 41, North Shore 31

THIS WEEK’S GAMES
Thursday, Sept. 4
SEP 4 Galena Park at Baytown Sterling at 7 p.m., at Stallworth Stadium in Baytown

Friday, Sept. 5
SEP 5 C. E. King at Dickinson at 7 p.m., at Sam Vitanza Stadium in Dickinson
SEP 5 Channelview vs Aldine MacArthur at 7 p.m., at Ray Maddry Stadium
SEP 5 North Shore vs. Crowley at 7 p.m., at Galena Park ISD Stadium

Article by Jaron Holzer
Guest Essay

Jalen Hurts’ path to be-
coming a Super Bowl MVP
encapsulates  what  i t
means to be a winner. Be-
fore hoisting the Lombar-
di Trophy following a 40-22
victory over the Kansas
City Chiefs in Super Bowl
LIX, Hurts overcame sev-
eral unique challenges
throughout his college and
professional football ca-
reers.

Hurts began playing col-
lege football at the Univer-
sity of Alabama, where, in
his freshman season, he
accounted for over 3,700
total yards and 36 total
touchdowns while leading
the Crimson Tide to the
National Championship
Game. Hurts struggled to
throw the ball effectively
in the title game, however,
and the Tide fell 35-31 to
the Clemson Tigers.

The fol lowing year,
Hurts led the Tide to an-
other National Champion-
ship Game, during which
he was benched for then
Freshman quarterback
Tua Tagovai loa  a f ter
Hurts completed only
three passes for 21 yards
in the first half. Tagovailoa
engineered a 13-point
comeback, and Alabama
defeated the Georgia Bull-
dogs 26-23 in an overtime
thriller. Tagovailoa’s title
game heroics helped him
earn the starting quarter-
back job the following sea-
son, which meant Hurts
would serve as his backup.

With Tagovailoa at the
helm, the Crimson Tide
had yet another successful
season and earned a spot
in the 2018 SEC Champi-
o n s h i p  G a m e .  A f t e r
Tagovailoa went down
with an ankle injury early
in the fourth quarter of
that game, Hurts led the
Crimson Tide to a miracu-
lous comeback victory in a
role reversal from the Na-
t i ona l  Championsh ip
G a m e  n e a r l y  e l e v e n
months prior.

Following his masterful
completion of this full cir-
cle moment, Hurts trans-
ferred to Oklahoma for the
2019 season to play for
Head Coach and offensive
guru Lincoln Riley. That

year, Hurts had an ex-
tremely successful cam-
paign that culminated in
him finishing second in
Heisman Trophy voting
behind LSU Quarterback
and future number one
overall draft pick Joe Bur-
row.

Hurts was drafted by
the Philadelphia Eagles in
the second round of the
2020 NFL Draft. He served
as their backup quarter-
back for the majority of his
rookie year, and Hurts was
named the team’s full-time
starter prior to entering
his second season in the
NFL.

After leading the Eagles
to the Wild Card Round of
the NFL Playoffs in his
first year at the helm,
Hurts powered his team to
Super Bowl LVII in his sec-
ond season as the starter.
He had a monster Super
Bowl performance, which
included 374 total yards
and 4 total touchdowns,
but Hurts and the Eagles
ultimately fell short to
Patrick Mahomes and the
Chiefs 38-35.

Coming off their tight
Super Bowl loss, the Ea-
gles started the 2023 NFL
season a scorching hot 10-
1 before losing 5 of their
last 6 games and being
bounced in the Wild Card
Round yet again. The Ea-
gles’ late-season struggles
prompted backlash toward
Jalen Hurts and Head
Coach Nick Sirianni from
fans and analysts alike,

who questioned whether
Hurts and Sirianni could
win the Eagles a Super
Bowl.

With the addition of Pro
Bowl running back Saquon
Barkley to their backfield,
Hurts and the 2024 Eagles
posted a remarkable 14-3
regular season record. The
E a g l e s  t h e n  c r u i s e d
through the playoffs and
found themselves facing a
familiar foe, the Kansas
City Chiefs, in Super Bowl
LIX. Hurts was masterful
in that game, totaling 293
yards and 3 touchdowns
while leading the Eagles to
a 40-22 victory and win-
ning Super Bowl MVP.

Jalen Hurts’ journey
from being benched at
halftime of a college foot-
ball national champion-
ship game to winning
Super Bowl MVP is a sto-
ry of hardship and tri-
umph, as well as a clear
demonstration of Hurts’
relentless competitive grit.
Despite the extraordinary
s u c c e s s  H u r t s  h a s
achieved so far, there’s no
doubt that the 26-year-old
quarterback is motivated
to win more Super Bowls
in the years to come.

Jaron Holzer is a Man-
agement Student in the
Hough Graduate School of
Business at the University
of  Florida.  He enjoys
watching and writing
about football, as well as
playing softball and bas-
ketball recreationally.

Jalen Hurts’ Journey from College Backup to
Super Bowl MVP Deserves a Deep Dive

Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterConleyFH.com
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:

713-266-3444

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED

A D SA D S
Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

CEMETERY PLOT FOR SALE

FOR SALE:
GRAVE PLOT (STACKER) LOCATED AT SAN JACINTO
CEMETERY OFF I-10 NEAR CHANNELVIEW, TEXAS.

$3,000. CALL 870-582-3197
33-4T

CEMETERY PLOT FOR SALE CEMETERY PLOT FOR SALE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE
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Harris County ESD 12 welcomes new fire chief
Marshall Hutton, adds two pumper trucks
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

back to the days of
horse-drawn fire appara-
tus. “A horse can’t go back-
wards with it being hooked
up, so when the farmer
would return from a call,
they would disconnect the
horses, clean them up, and
then push the wagons back
into the station,” Commis-
sioner Bryan Clements ex-
plained. “The push-in
ceremony is symbolic of
pushing the fire truck into
the station to put it in ser-
vice, meaning it’s ready to
respond.”

The new trucks are a
significant addition to
ESD-12’s fleet, which in-
cludes two stations, two
engines, and a ladder
truck. The department,
which covers an area of
9.75 square miles with a
population of about 60,000
people, is known for its
high level of preparedness
and quick response times.

“We have a full box

alarm on scene within 8
minutes 90 percent of the
time,” Hutton said.

ESD-12 has been a ful-
ly paid department since
2018, with no volunteers or
part-time staff. The de-
partment achieved an ISO
Class 1 rating in 2022, a
testament to its high stan-
dards in equipment, train-
i n g ,  a n d  r e s p o n s e
capabilities. The ISO Class
1 rating places the depart-
ment in the top 1 percent
of fire departments across
the United States. Just
over 400 departments out
of more than 40,000 have
achieved that distinction
and only 74 in Texas.

“We have great water
supply systems in our
area, and we do a mini-
mum of two hours of train-
ing per day,” Clements
added.

Looking ahead, Hutton
has ambitious plans for the
department, including ex-

The fire crew, commissioners, and guests with the new pumper trucks that are now in service.

panding the existing shop,
building a new shop, and
separating administration
from the fire station.

“I want to get my staff-
ing full and fill all the
trucks up completely,” he
said. “We’re concentrating
on getting firefighters
hired, trained up well, and
being well-versed in their

roles.”
The ESD-12 board has

been extremely supportive
of these initiatives. Com-
missioner Clements em-
phas ized  the  board ’ s
commitment to fiscal re-
sponsibility and the impor-
t a n c e  o f  b e i n g  g o o d
stewards of taxpayer mon-

ESD-12 has enhanced its firefighting capabilities with the acquisition of two new pumper fire trucks. These trucks, which were ordered about two years
ago, arrived recently and were purchased for a total of $1.4 million.

ey. “We have $0 debt, and
the ladder truck and two
pumpers we just bought
have all been paid for with-
out entering into any
debt,” Clements said.

ESD-12 receives one-
cent on sales tax and 5
cents on every $100 ad va-
lorem taxes to support

their efforts in firefighting.
The district serves over
65,000 residents.

For more information,
please contact the Harris
County ESD-12 Fire De-
partment on their website
at https://hcesd12.net/ or
on their non-emergency
number at 713-453-1811.

has also been pushing to
take his redistricting plan
to other Republican-led
states, like Indiana and
Missouri.

California unveiled a
new congressional map
Friday that would give
Democrats up to five new
U.S. House seats, which
state voters, would have to
adopt in a November spe-
cial election.

The new extreme GOP
gerrymandered district
maps will move Congress-
woman Sylvia Garcia into
a new area with hardly any
of her current constituents
she been representing.
Congressman Al Green
will also have a complete
new makeover of constitu-
ents, there’s 3 more Dem-
o c r a t  c o n g r e s s i o n a l
representatives being
drastically changed.

Most all polls are lean-
ing Democrat because of
the high inflation from
Trump’s tariffs and tough
immigration policies of de-
porting immigrants who’s
been here for years with-
out serious criminal is-
sues.

At the town hall citizens
were allowed to ask ques-
tions and to make a com-
ment and every speaker
expressed their dissatis-
faction with having new
maps. Mostly were upset
because the new maps will
remove them from their
lifelong congressional dis-
trict and placed them in
another new district with
the possibility of a differ-
ent representative than
they now have.

Congresswoman Garcia
spoke at length about how
she felt the new maps were
unfair to citizens, especial-
ly minority citizens. She
stated the White House is
trying to dictate who vot-
ers get to vote for.

Garcia said, “TX-29 was
created as a Latino-major-
ity opportunity district fol-
lowing the 1990 Census,
and it has remained one for
more than 30 years. The
new maps divide those
Latino communities for
one reason: power. Repub-

licans know their ideas are
unpopular, so they resort
to cheating and threats.
They targeted urban mi-
nority districts disman-
tling our District 29 into 4
different districts. I trust
the courts will see through
this. Just like in 2003, I
believe there’s a real pos-
sibility some of these new-
ly-drawn districts will be
struck down by the courts
for violating Section 2(b) of
the Voting Rights Act. The
best thing people can do
now is get informed and
refuse to stay silent.”

Annette Ramirez, Har-
ris County’s Tax Assessor-
C o l l e c t o r  &  V o t e r
Registrar was present at
the non-partisan meeting
to answer questions that
was pertaining to her of-
fice. Many attendees want-
ed to know how and when
they would be able to tell
what congressional district
they’d be in if the maps
were approved by the
courts.

Ramirez said, “Our of-
fice is monitoring the leg-
islature and the courts
while preparing to carry
out redistricting duties as
required under the law.
Barring any directive

from the courts or other
delays, the new maps
should take effect in 2026
with voters receiving their
updated voter registration
certificates in early 2026.

Voters’ first opportunity to
vote in their new congres-
sional district will be in the
2026 primaries.”

Chr is t ina  Mora les ,
145th District State Rep.
was in attendance, she
said, “These new maps
tear apart our historic
neighborhoods and weak-
en the voices of Black and
Brown Texans. Communi-
ties that have stood togeth-
er for generations are
being split up for partisan
gain, silencing the people
who built this city. Redis-
tricting should be about
fair representation, not
political manipulation.
While they are busy draw-
ing their lines, we have the
true power to draw our fu-
ture—by turning out to
vote and making our voic-
es heard.”

Morales said in order to
split-up minorities these
new maps even broke-up
voters into different con-
gressional districts (CD’s)
who reside in the same vot-
ing precincts. She said
some of the new CD’s was
so skillfully done to make
them appear like the mi-
norities had a majority.
One CD showing minority
voters had a slim 50.9%
edge. But she said they
took minorities who has a
low expectancy of voting
and put them in a CD to
pad the minority totals.

Carol Alvarado, Texas
Senator District 6 was

available via virtually
since the senate was in ses-
sion. She said the required
public hearing was not
conducted in public but by
virtual attendance. “Dem-
ocrats wanted public in-
person hearings;” she said.
“Donald Trump is afraid to
have public hearings so cit-
izens could attend to wit-
ness the shame maps.”

She said after the Sen-
ate Republicans voted the
sham maps out of commit-
tee on the first vote. Later
she said they revised the
maps which were just ap-
proved and changed them
without any kind of a pub-
lic hearing on the new
changes.

Alvarado’s Senate Dis-
trict 6 of Houston’s East
End and East Houston
said, “These new sham
maps pairs the communi-
ties in the East End with
Liberty County communi-
ties where they’ll be not
much interaction with
each of these communi-
ties.”

Jon Eric Rosenthal,
State Representative of
the 135th District was
present virtually. He’s the
Democrat’s Vice-Chair on
the Redistricting Commit-
tee. He said, “It’s very ob-
vious those who drew the
new maps were going after
communities of color so
they could dilute their vot-
ing strength.”

Rosenthal said, “This is

not the end of the fight.
These maps are a racist
assault on fair representa-
tion and on democracy it-
self.”

Law suits have been
filed against Gov. Abbott &
Texas regarding the new
maps of House Bill 4. A
hearing is scheduled to be-
gin on October 1, 2025 thru
the 10th in the U. S. Dis-
trict Court for the Western
District of Texas, El Paso
Division to address the
state’s congressional redis-
tricting plan. The 3-judge
panel has set a prelimi-
nary injunction hearing on
requests to block the new
congressional map

The League of United
Latin American Citizens,
(LULAC) a group of 13
Texas voters – filed suit
within hours of the redis-
tricting bill’s passage. The
map “eviscerates minori-
ties’ opportunity to elect
their candidates of choice
in four key areas of the
state”, the filing states.

"NAACP sues Abbott &
Texas over congressional
redistricting, saying it
strips Black voters of polit-
ical power. The organiza-
tion’s suit also says that
the redrawn Texas maps
violate section 2 of the Vot-
ing Rights Act, accusing
the state of committing a
racial gerrymander with
its maps that strip Black
voters of their political
power.

“The state of Texas is
only 40% white, but white
voters control over 73% of
the state’s congressional
s e a t s , ”  s a i d  D e r r i c k
Johnson, president and
CEO of the NAACP. “It’s
quite obvious that Texas’s
effort to redistrict mid-de-
cade, before next year’s
midterm elections, is ra-
cial ly  motivated.  The
state’s intent here is to re-
duce the members of Con-
gress who represent Black
communities, and that, in
and of itself, is unconstitu-
tional.”

The lawsuit, joined by
the Lawyers Committee
for Civil Rights Under
Law, names Texas’s Re-
publican governor, Greg
Abbott, and secretary of

state, Jane Nelson, as de-
fendants. It asks a federal
judge for a preliminary in-
junction preventing the
use of the redrawn maps,
arguing that the redistrict-
ing violates the US consti-
tut ion  by  improper ly
reducing the power of vot-
ers of color. It also argues
that the maps violate sec-
tion 2 of the Voting Rights
Act.

“We now see just how
far extremist leaders are
willing to go to push Afri-
can Americans back to-
ward a time when we were
denied full personhood and
equal rights,” the presi-
dent of the Texas NAACP,
Gary Bledsoe, said in a
statement. “We call on
Texans of every back-
ground to recognize the
dangers of this moment.
Our democracy depends on
ensuring that every person
is counted fully, valued
equally and represented
fairly. We are prepared to
fight this injustice at every
level. Our future depends
on it.”

In a sharp break against
longstanding progressive
efforts to turn redistricting
over to neutral commis-
sions, the NAACP said to-
day that it “is urging
California, New York and
all other states to act im-
mediately by redistricting
and passing new, lawful
and constitutional elector-
al maps” to counter expect-
ed efforts in Texas and
other states to redraw
maps for midterm advan-
tage.

Congresswoman Garcia
had most of her staff there
to assist the attendees, on
hand were, Chris McCar-
thy, Chief of Staff, Gloria
E. Moreno, District Direc-
tor, Joseph Guzman, Press
Secretary, Frank Gonza-
lez, Director of Special
Projects, Angie Rodriquez,
Constituent Services,
Marissa Rendon, Staff As-
sistant, & Karime Ramos,
Communications Assis-
tant.

This issue is very fluid
changing everyday; I hope
to keep you informed with
a weekly update.

Congresswoman Garcia’s Redistricting Town Halls,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Congresswoman Sylvia Garcia giving a
Univision interview at her Town Hall,
August 27th. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

145th District State Rep. Christina Morales making
remarks concerning GOP redistricting maps at
Rep. Sylvia Garcia’s town hall meeting 8-27-25
(Photo by Allan Jamail)
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