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Mustangs Stay
Undefeated

#5 Jaylen Bocard
caught a 61 yard
Kaleb Maryland
pass for Mustang
Touch down.
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NCA Chamber
Business EXPO
& Health Fair

The North Channel
Chamber invites you
to a SALUTE to a
Hometown Heroes
Luncheon.

Thursday,
November 6 from
9am to 1pm at
Armenta’s Reception
Hall, 823 Sheldon
Road, Channelview.

Luncheon is served
from 11:30am, cost
$25.

Join us as we salute
our Veterans and
First Responders. Also
an official meeting of
local Rotary,Pllot and
Service Clubs.

Groundbreaking Ceremony Marks New Era for
Sheldon Community Fire and Rescue Station No. 5

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

On Thursday, October
2, local officials, firefight-
ers, and community mem-
bers gathered to celebrate
the groundbreaking of the
new Sheldon Community
Fire and Rescue Station
No. 5, located at 11159 W.
Lake Houston Parkway,
just west of Lockwood
Drive. The event marked a
significant milestone for
Harris County Emergency
Services District No. 60,
promising improved emer-
gency response and ex-
panded coverage for the
rapidly growing Sheldon
area.

The ceremony was at-
tended by Commissioners
Don Nesbitt, James Col-
lins, Dale Langdon, Daron
McCaslin, and Board of
Directors Curtis Roane,

The ceremony was attended by Commissioners Don Nesbitt, James Collins, Dale Langdon, Daron McCaslin, and Board of Directors Curtis Roane, Jim
Gamel, Wyatt Kotal, along with Assistant Fire Chief Roland Balderas, Deputy Fire Chief Daniel Grabill, and Fire Chief Sidney Webb. Crews from Stations
#1 and #3 joined in to commemorate the occasion, highlighting the collaborative spirit of the district.

Jim Gamel, Wyatt Kotal,
along with Assistant Fire
Chief Roland Balderas,
Deputy Fire Chief Daniel
Grabill, and Fire Chief Sid-
ney Webb. Crews from Sta-
tions #1 and #3 joined in
to commemorate the occa-
sion, highlighting the col-
laborative spirit of the

Mustangs Crush Atascocita
47-98 to Stay Undefeated

By Allan Jamail

Houston, TX. ~ Friday,
October 24, 2025 at the
GPISD football stadium
the clash between two 6A
Region III District 23 high
school powerhouses collid-
ed. There was a lot of pre-
game hype that the
district’s first place Mus-
tang’s may not remain un-
defeated in district play at
game’s end. The hype
turned out to be nothing
but noise and wishful
thinking of the Eagles
fans. With a little strain
the East Side Boys disap-
pointed the Eagles 47 to
28.

However at the start of
the game the Eagles forced
the Mustangs to punt af-
ter they received the open-
ing kickoff. To make it
more exciting the Eagles
scored on their first drive

Continued. See NS OVERPOWERS
RIVAL IN HIGH-SCORING, Page 3

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

The North Channel
Area Chamber of Com-
merce is gearing up for its
annual Business Expo and
Veteran’s Salute, a signa-
ture event that brings to-
gether local businesses,
first responders, and vet-
erans for a day of recogni-
tion, networking, and
community spirit. Sched-
uled for Thursday, Novem-
ber 6, the expo will run
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Armenta’s Reception Hall
on Sheldon Road in Chan-
nelview, with a special pro-
gram at noon to honor
veterans and first respond-
ers.

The event is open to the
public and free to attend,
with the option to pur-
chase lunch for $25. How-
ever, all veterans, first
responders, and their
spouses receive compli-

#27 Hezekiah Johnson bulldozes thru Eagle defenders for a TD, his 1 of 4
TD's in the game. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

North Channel Business Expo &
Veteran’s Salute Set for Nov. 6

district.

The new station, a
14,890-square-foot facility,
is set to complete the Shel-
don district’s coverage plan
and is expected to be oper-
ational by August 2026.
The project was made pos-
sible through a generous
land donation from Gener-

ation Park, which provid-
ed four acres after negoti-
ations expanded the
original offer of one acre.
“We just could not build
the facility that was need-
ed for that area on one
acre,” explained Fire Chief
Sidney Webb. “They
agreed to give me another

three acres at no cost.
That’s going to really en-
hance the response time
and coverage for the north-
ern and western ends of
the district, like Kingslake
Forest and the Lake Hous-
ton area.”

Continued. See NEW SHELDON
COMMUNITY FIRE & RESCUE, Page

The Healthier North
Channel Focus Group

A group of Harris County residents came together with Harris County Public Health & Environmental Officials to
work together to Plan for a Healthier Cloverleaf/Channelview. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

By Allan Jamail

Channelview ~ Cloverleaf ~
Saturday, October 18, 2025 at
the New Generation Church
(13817 Force St, 77015) a
group of Harris County resi-
dents came together with Har-
ris County Public Health &
Environmental Officials to
work together to Plan for a
Healthier Cloverleaf/Channel-
view.

Yasmin Hart the Commu-
nity Health & Design Special-

ist of the Environmental
Health Division of Harris
County and Alicia Fontenot
the Built Environment Coordi-
nator with Harris County Pub-
lic Health (HCPH) had an
informal roundtable discus-
sion about the present Public
Nuisances in their neighbor-
hood.

Moderator Hart had a pre-
planned list of questions to
asked the attendees in order to
ensure the meeting would pro-
duce the answers needed for

the HCPH to evaluate the ar-
ea’s conditions and concerns so
future improvements can be
made to help make for a
Healthier Community (Clover-
leaf-Channelview).

Hart said, “The meeting of-
fered valuable insights into the
experiences, priorities, and
perspectives of Cloverleaf res-
idents. Their contributions will
aid in advancing The Neigh-

Continued. See NEW SHELDON
COMMUNITY FIRE, Page 3

Rotary Million Dollar Meal Serves Up
Success for GPHS Students

In 2024, Emma Rangel from Channelview High School gets a taste of how
difficult it can be to give CPR for any length of time without help. Flores is
a member of the Interact Club, the high school extension of North Shore

Rotary Club.

mentary lunches, thanks
to generous sponsorships
from local organizations
and individuals. “Anybody
can attend,” said Margie
Buentello, president and
CEO of the chamber.
“Lunch is paid for unless

you're a veteran, first re-
sponder, or their spouse.
We have a lot of people who
sponsor those meals, and
we’re always open to more
donations,” she said.
Continued. See COMMUNITY
UNITES TO HONOR LOCAL, Page 2

GP/JC Rotary Club President J. Cline, Congress
Woman, Sylvia Garcia and Maria Cortez.

GALENA PARK, TX
— The spirit of generos-
ity filled the air this last
Tuesday, October 21, as
the annual “Million Dol-
lar Meal” fundraiser
brought the Galena
Park High School com-
munity together for a
cause that truly makes

a difference.

Thanks to the over-
whelming support from
local sponsors and the
community’s participa-
tion, including the chili
sales, organizers proud-
ly announced that the
event raised more than
$15,000.

Jose Jimenez (GPISd Board of Trustees) James Cline
(President of the GP/JC Rotary Club, GPISD Director of
Human Resources)

All funds collected
will go directly toward
scholarships for GPHS
students, helping them
pursue their education-
al dreams.

Continued. See MILLION DOLLAR
MEAIL SERVES UP, Page 5
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Annual Business Expo and Veteran’s Salute set for Nov. 6,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The expo features
around 40 booths, each of-
fering free giveaways and
samples. Attendees can
collect stamps from each
booth on a card, and those
who visit all booths are en-
tered into a drawing for a
two-night stay at the
Courtyard by Marriott
Generation Park, complete
with breakfast for two and
a $50 Bistro gift card.

“There’s a lot of nice
swag out there,” Buentel-
lo added. “It’s a great way
for people to learn about
local businesses and take
home some goodies.”

At noon, the focus shifts
to the Veteran’s Salute
program, a heartfelt trib-
ute to the area’s veterans
and first responders. The
program includes the pre-
sentation of Armed Forces
flags by Channelview ca-
dets, the nation’s colors by
Sheldon, and performanc-
es of the Armed Forces
theme songs. Veterans and
active-duty service mem-
bers are invited to stand as
their branch’s song is
played, receiving recogni-
tion from the entire com-
munity.

Bill Palko, past chair-
man of the chamber and a
passionate advocate for
veterans, described the
event’s impact.

“We sponsor 20 to 25
Precinct Two veterans,
bringing them up to the
front of the stage and giv-
ing them our Rotary good-
ie bags. These bags are
filled with snacks, socks,

Brittney Pequeno, Brittany Monn, and Kim Seabranch
of Nothing Bundt Cakes took home the prize last year
for the best display among the business expo booths.

expo.

North Channel EMS paramedics Tyler
Sarver and Christian Rivera show off
their robot ambulance during last
year's expo.

Sylvia Gallegos and Lorraine Rowe with

the San Jacinto College Veteran Service
Center was on hand to offer assistance
to veterans at the 2024 Expo.

Last year, Judith Padilla, Jamarcus Charles, and Justin
Vidaure of United Community Credit Union was
spinning the wheel for prizes to give away during the

shaving cream, nail clip-
pers—just a bunch of good-
ies to show our
appreciation,” Palko said.

After the program, addi-
tional goodie bags are de-
livered to veterans at the
Michael DeBakey VA hos-
pital by Rotarians and
Channelview Interact stu-
dents.

“It really makes their
day,” Palko said. “We just
want to say, “Thank you for
your service.”

A highlight of the event
is the drawing for a hand-
made patriotic quilt, craft-
ed by Debbie Palko. All
veterans and first respond-
ers receive a free raffle
ticket, and one lucky win-
ner takes home the quilt as
a symbol of gratitude from

the community.

The Business Expo and
Veteran’s Salute has been
held at Armenta’s for
about 12 years, evolving
from separate business
and veterans events into a
combined celebration.

“It’s always the week
before Veteran’s Day, on
Thursday,” Buentello ex-
plained. “We wanted to
create something that
brought the community to-
gether and gave back to
those who serve.”

The event is designed to
focus on the North Chan-
nel area, including Chan-
nelview, Sheldon, and
Galena Park first respond-
ers and veterans.

“We’re not going to turn
anyone (veteran) away,
but our target is our com-
munity,” Buentello empha-
sized. “It’s about
recognizing those who
make a difference right
here at home.”

With the support of the
North Shore Rotary, local
sponsors, and volunteers,
the Business Expo and
Veteran’s Salute continues
to grow each year.

“It’s a public event,” Pal-
ko reiterated. “As long as
you're a veteran or a first
responder, you come on in.
We want everyone to feel
welcome and appreciated.”

For more informa-
tion, including a list of
sponsors and event de-
tails, visit the North
Channel Area Chamber
of Commerce website at
www.northchannelarea.com.

NEWS TIPS & ADVERTISING
INQUIRIES
/13-266-3444
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CHARLOTTE'’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

-
Kindness Matters

ger and hurt, there are some basics that should mat

ter. Almost daily we read about another shooting or a
road rage incident. Families are pulled in many directions
and there are constant issues that can easily turn your smile
into a frown.

In a world where every day seems to be filled with an

In the past week I have spoken with grandparents who
were in an emergency room with their 10-year-old grand-
daughter who had slipped in the shower and was unconscious
when they found her. They had to decide whether they should
call 911 or take her to the emergency room on their own.
Why the delay? They were afraid that their immigration sta-
tus would be questioned. As they sat in the emergency room,
I was unaware what was going on but could sense the fear,
yet our language barrier was an issue. After a few minutes,
I realized that I could use google translate and type a mes-
sage and share it with them. This is what I eventually did.
My message was simple, “I can tell something is upsetting
you. Since we are at Texas Children’s, I know this involves a
child. T speak no Spanish, but I am praying for you.” Imme-
diately, the woman read my phone and reached out to hug
me. She typed a message in Spanish to me, which google
translated to English and she told me about the incident.
She was truly afraid that either the granddaughter was in
serious condition, or that ICE had been called or both. I then
typed a message telling her that God will continue to take
care of all of us and we must Him.

The following day, I received a phone call from the school
counselor that the granddaughter attends. She had been
asked by the grandmother to reach out to me and let me know
all was okay. Throughout all of this, I never asked her name
but gave the grandmother my name and number. Once again,
I was thankful that I never learned not to talk to strangers.

Later in the week, I attended the funeral of a 99-year-old
friend and former coworker. Even though those attending
were sad to have lost a friend, we truly found comfort in the
words of Pastor Ronnie Jordan. He reminded us that every-
one has an appointed time to die and that if we were like
Miss Clara, we would secure that relationship by simply ac-
knowledging the need to be saved and would someday see
Miss Clara again.

Friday night there was a much-anticipated football game
between North Shore and Atascocita High Schools. As I ar-
rived at the game, there was a large group of individuals
who did not know the game was sold-out. I witnessed one
mother trying to explain to her two young children that they
were not going to the game as there were no more tickets.
Thankfully, I have four season tickets to I handed her three
and she immediately wanted to pay me. I explained that
that was not necessary. As they walked off, an older man
who was a 1970 graduate from North Shore said he should
have spoke up as he needed a ticket. I gladly gave him my
fourth ticket. He wanted to pay me for it, but I explained
that I wanted to give it to him.

As T walked to my car, I realized that it had been a full
week and that I needed the rest. I was at home, safe in bed
and sound asleep long before North Shore won the game.
Life is not about going and doing, it is about being there for
others.

- J

NS player
Hezekiah
Johnson scores
four touchdowns,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

North Shore Game Team Captains

L-R: #76-Jaylen Fields, #24-Dezmon Christian, #94-
Jayden Curry and #7-Kayleb Maryland.(Photo by Linda
Jamail)

going ahead 7 — 0. This was
a rare and unusual start
for the Mustangs. Needless
to say the Eagles got the
attention of the thousands
of Mustang fans who came
to watch the rivalry game.

The Eagles lead was
short lived and when the
first quarter ended it was
Mustangs 14 -7. The Ea-
gles never got close for the
remainder of the game. At
halftime the Mustangs had
a comfortable 27 — 7 lead.
At the close of the third
quarter Mustangs Head
Coach Willie Gaston’s
team had a commanding
lead of 40 — 21.

Nshore’s offense piled
up 538 yards (yds), 245 yds
passing with 293 rushing
yds. with 7 touchdowns
(TD’s).

The Mustangs two of-
fensive standouts were
Hezekiah Johnson out in
front who rushed for 70

#25 Kaden Brandley rushes for a
16 yd Mustang TD. (Photo by
Linda Jamail)

Jaylen Bocard 2 TD’s,
Kaden Brandley 1 TD &
Kicker Jorge Campos 6 ex-
tra point kicks. Linda Ja-
mail statistician.

North Shore will face off
against district rival CE

, King Panthers at 7:00 p.m.
yards and four TD's. Quar-  ,, priday, October 31* at
terback Kaleb Maryland, g},q1qon ISD Panther Sta-

who threw for 233 yards
and a pair of TDs complet-
ing 10 of 16 passes for a
63% completion record.
Offensive scorers:
Hezekiah Johnson 4 TD’s,

dium. The game is expect-
ed to be a barnburner
sellout with standing room
only available. Both teams
are 7-1 with undefeated
district records.

The Healthier
North Channel
Focus Group,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Harris County Public Health & Environmental Officials. (Photo by Allan

Jamail)

borhood Nuisance Project and
developing an action plan.”

“We met the goal of this fo-
cus group meeting, it was to es-
tablish a space for dialogue,
relationship-building, and mu-
tual understanding between
residents and Harris County
Public Health (HCPH). As part
of the Neighborhood Nuisance
Project in Cloverleaf, this dis-
cussion serves as an important
step in identifying how envi-
ronmental and structural con-
ditions impact residents’ daily
lives. By centering communi-
ty voices, we are working dili-
gently to build a strong
foundation for co-collaboration
and shared problem-solving.
These efforts will inform sus-
tainable strategies to reduce
neighborhood nuisances and
improve overall health, safety,
and quality of life in Clover-
leaf,” said Yasmin Hart.

“Our next steps include re-
viewing the feedback gathered
from the focus group and pre-
paring for upcoming engage-
ment activities that will build
on the data already collected.
These activities will help iden-
tify priority areas of interest
for sustainable recommenda-
tions in the action plan aimed
at mitigating neighborhood
nuisances and improving
neighborhood health, safety,
and overall quality of life in
Cloverleaf,” Health Specialist
Hart concluded.

Ronnie Holder, a Board of
Directors member of the Har-
ris County Water Control &
Improvement District No. 36
(HC WCID No. 36) and a long
time property owner in Clover-
leaf said in my interview with
him that, “one of the main rea-
sons there’s so many public
nuisances is there no account-
ability or enforcement by the
county agencies who has juris-
diction for those placing bulk
or heavy trash in the right-of-
way and easements, Harris
County’s enforcement is too
slow.”

When I asked Director
Holder whenever a public nui-
sance has been reported to
HCPH does he feel satisfacto-
ry action is being taken to
eliminate the nuisances he
said, “They respond quickly to
reports, but the legal process
that follows is often lengthy.
During this time, debris can
accumulate or property owner-
ship may change, making co-
ordination more difficult and
prolonging resolution. Mean-
while, the situation can create
health hazards, like rodent in-
festations, and attract individ-
uals seeking to steal or
scavenge items to sell for buy-
ing drugs.”

Holder concluded saying,
“H.C. Precinct 2’s current
strategy of spreading teams
across multiple neighborhoods
(e.g. Cloverleaf/Channelview/
North Shore) limits their abil-
ity to focus on each communi-
ty’s specific needs. A
one-size-fits-all approach is in-
effective, leading to gaps and
delays in addressing issues.
Immediate adjustment is
needed to assign dedicated
personnel to each area to en-
sure timely resolution and pro-
tect community safety.

Donald Onnen, a HC WCID
No. 36 staffer and property
owner in Cloverleaf said in my
interview with him when
asked for the reason why prop-
erty owners or renters allow
public nuisances to exist on
their property he said, “I think
that the issue is mainly from
it being primarily rental prop-
erty.”

“There’s nothing tying a
renter to the property and the
other big issue is accountabil-
ity. There’s no enforcement ac-
countability to the property
owner when something is left
for a long period of time, the

property owner doesn’t have to
stare at it every day because
he doesn’t live here or doesn’t
live in the area. They usually
live somewhere else. And this
is all rental income property
for them. It’s income. So I
think the lack of accountabili-
ty is the main issue,” Onnen
said.

“Being consistent with en-
forcement is also key. Ad-
dressing the issues at hand
with consistency is important,
we have to be consistent. We
cannot stop or let up because
once that happens, then peo-
ple blow you off, or they don’t
see you're prioritizing it, so
they don’t prioritize it,” said
Onnen.

Onnen concluded, “I believe
residents will have to start
holding each other account-
able. We are going to have to
be more involved and not ac-
cepting the public nuisances
and reporting them. Unfortu-
nately, we have a lot of people
here that don’t want to get in-
volved in other people’s busi-
ness because they don’t want
people involved in theirs.”

Danna Nifio, former presi-
dent of the North Shore Rota-
ry and business owner of
Phase 3 Embroidery said the
Rotary has several programs
which have provided help to
the Cloverleaf area through
the years.

Luz Lopez, Pct 2 Commu-
nity Liaison for Adrian Gar-
cia’s said one of the problems
is the result of many of the res-
idents not having the ability
to read or speak and or under-
stand the English language.
Many of the churches in the
area and public schools pro-
vide free classes to teach En-
glish speaking skills several
attendees said.

Lopez further said Mexi-
cans generally are afraid to
turn someone in and or report
public nuisances because they
fear if they do they’ll somehow
get into trouble for making a
report.

Regina Duncan, General
Manager of Harris County
WCID No. 36 said to me in a
phone call interview about
80% of the residents are rent-
ers, this was what many of the
attendees said is a real factor
with the public nuisances be-
ing out of control. She said,
“The approximate 4,000 water
bill recipients get a quarterly
newsletter in both English
and Spanish with helpful in-
formation plus reporting num-
bers.

William (Bill) B. Anders of
the Harris County Emergen-
cy Services District #12 said
when ask if there was some-
thing Cloverleaf residents
were proud of he said, “The
emergency services the resi-
dents receive is the best they
can get anywhere.”

Charlotte Jackson of Pct. 3
Constables office said she been
organizing prayer meetings in
various North Shore locations
and she believes God needs to
be involved in helping to im-
prove the problems of Clover-
leaf.

Hart informed me after the
meeting they plan to host ad-
ditional focus groups and com-
munity engagement activities
to ensure residents remain ac-
tive partners as this work
moves forward.

Information about upcom-
ing events will be shared
through multiple channels, in-
cluding WICD 36, Precinct 2
Community Liaison Luz Lo-
pez, and other community
events taking place in Clover-
leaf.

Harris County residents
can report or file a complaint
on a Neighborhood/Public
Nuisance at 713-274-6300 for
more information https://
publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim:
“What is an
“inclusion
found in
Gemstone?”’

Inclusions or imperfections occur in nearly ev-
ery type of gemstone. Natural diamonds, for ex-
ample, are the result of carbon exposed to
tremendous heat and pressure deep in the earth.
This process can result in a variety of internal char-
acteristics called ‘inclusions’ and external charac-
teristics called ‘blemishes.” Evaluating diamond
clarity involves determining the number, size, re-
lief, nature, and position of these characteristics,
as well as how these affect the overall appearance
of the stone. While no diamond is perfectly pure,
the closer it comes, the higher its value.

The same principals hold true for all gemstones
including ruby, emerald, sapphire, and more. But,
does a gem with an internal inclusion always di-
minish its value? No, not always. In rare instanc-
es, the inclusion might be so unique that it could
add to the gem’s value if a prospective buyer agrees.
Iremember reading an article that contained a pic-
ture of a diamond with a small heart-shaped inter-
nal inclusion which, interestingly enough, was red
in color. Once this was seen by a couple looking for
an engagement ring, they wanted no other dia-
mond, period.

Photo courtesy of the Gemological Institute of
America

An example of nature imitating nature was seen
in a 0.73 carat faceted alexandrite showcasing an
inclusion reminiscent of a rain cloud (see above).
The “cloud” was composed of white particles ori-
ented as parallel bands that displayed a cloud-like
silhouette when viewed at an angle. The “rain” was
composed of fine oriented reflective needles com-
monly referred to as silk. Fiber-optic lighting al-
lowed for a concentration of white light to be seen
under the cloud, creating an appearance of light-
ning. The inclusion scene observed in this gem is
an interesting novelty that any gemologist can ap-
preciate and perhaps even a willing buyer. This
group of inclusions are truly unique but, do they
add to or lessen the stone’s price? Remember, “beau-
ty is in the eye of the beholder”, and so too is the
value.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker. Pineforest Jewelry has
been a proud member of the Independent Jewelers
Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers Organiza-
tion (RJO) for many years. See more at:
wwuw.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.
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OPINION

By BILL KING

Republicans
Getting the Blame
for the Shutdown

Republicans Getting the Blame for the Shut-
down

So far, more Americans are blaming Republi-
cans than Democrats for the shutdown — and it is
not close. Since the shutdown began, four polls
have asked Americans who they blame most for
the shutdown. In addition, one poll was conduct-
ed just before the shutdown began. This is the
summary of those five polls.

As one would expect, the partisan breakdown of
who is to blame closely tracks party
identification. But among the all-important
independent voters, Republicans are clearly
losing the blame game. Independents are almost
twice as likely to fault Republicans. However,
being true to their moniker, a plurality of inde-
pendents blame both parties equally.

Of course, these results are far outside the
margins of error on these polls. And while it may
be fair to characterize several of these pollsters as
left-leaning, these results are so lopsided that
there can be little doubt that the shutdown, at
least so far, is hurting Republicans more than
Democrats.

I was surprised by these results. Traditionally,
the minority party holding the government
hostage has borne the blame for shutdowns, so I
expected to see the same pattern this time. I
think there might be a couple of reasons why the
Republicans are getting blamed this time around.

First, most past shutdowns were instigated by
a Republican minority. Over time, shutdown
politics may have become a core part of the
Republican brand in the minds of many Ameri-
cans. Additionally, all previous administrations
have denounced the damage that a shutdown
could cause. However, the Trump administration
has almost embraced it. In a White House inter-
view on September 30, Trump said, “We can get
rid of a lot of things that we didn’t want — and
they’d be Democrat things.” My guess is that kind
of language is hitting many voters, especially
independents, crossways.

However, there may be another reason why
Republicans are being blamed. While they have
attempted to frame the shutdown as a dispute
over healthcare for illegal immigrants, many
Americans may be focused on another issue that
more directly impacts their pocketbooks — the
Affordable Care subsidies. A CBO report last
year estimated that the expiration of the subsi-
dies would affect 12-14 million Americans, with 2-
4 million losing their healthcare coverage and
another 9-10 million seeing substantially higher
premiums.

Republicans only won the popular vote in all
House races in 2024 by 3.8 million votes. Having
12-14 million Americans hopping mad over losing
their health insurance or seeing much higher
premiums is probably not a winning strategy for
the midterms.

e 5 e—

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

Early Voting Underway for November Election

Early voting began Monday
across Texas with voters de-
ciding the fate of 17 proposed
amendments to the Texas
Constitution, as well as local
races for city and school board,
bond measures, and tax pro-
posals. The Houston
Chronicle reported that many
of the propositions intend to
lower property taxes for home-
owners and businesses. There
are two proposed changes to
the homestead exemption.

Prop 13 would raise the ex-
emption from $100,000 to
$140,000 for all homeowners.
The amendment’s authors say
that it would save homeown-
ers an average of $363
annually. Prop 11 would raise
the tax exemption for disabled
Texans and those 65 and old-
er from the current $10,000 to
$60,000, bringing their total
homestead exemption to
$200,000.

The additional property tax
exemptions would cost the
state $4 billion in property tax
revenue over the next two
years.

Prop 9 would raise the tax
exemption for businesses’ per-
sonal property from $2,500 to
$125,000. Other propositions
include small property tax
cuts for specific groups, such
as surviving spouses of de-
ceased veterans.

Prop 4 would create a $1
billion annual fund for water
infrastructure projects, fi-
nanced by state sales tax rev-
enue. Half of the money, if it
passes, would go for new wa-
ter projects. The other half
would go to fix deteriorating
infrastructure.

A non-partisan explanation
of all 17 propositions provid-
ed by the Texas Legislative
Council can be found at https:/
ftinyurl.com/mt3yjwfd.

AUSTIN STATE REP.
HINOJOSA RUNNING
AGAINST ABBOTT

State Rep. Gina Hinojosa,
D-Austin, has joined the race
for governor, the Austin
A mericamn -
Statesman reported. She ac-
cused incumbent Gov. Greg
Abbott, seeking his fourth
term, of being beholden to
wealthy donors.

“Our fight right now is
against the billionaires and
the corporations, who are driv-
ing up prices, closing our
neighborhood schools and
cheating Texans out of basic
health care. That’s who Greg
Abbott works for,” she said in

a video announcing her cam-
paign.

Hinojosa has served in the
House since 2017 and fought
against the school voucher
plan passed earlier this year.

Also running thus far in the
Democratic primary are An-
drew White, a Houston busi-
nessman and son of the late
Gov. Mark White; Bobby Cole,
arancher and retired firefight-
er; and Bay City Councilman
Benjamin Flores.

PARENTAL RIGHTS LAW
LEAVES FAMILIES, SCHOOL
NURSES CONFUSED

A new form required after
passage of the state’s new ed-
ucation law has left both par-
ents and school nurses
confused, the Texas
Standard reported. Senate
Bill 12, which was billed as a
parental rights law, requires
parental permission before a
school employee can provide
physical or mental health
care.

Unclear wording in a few
paragraphs is being blamed by
some for the confusion. School
nurses worry they might un-
knowingly break the new law,
according to Becca Harkle-
road, executive director of the
Texas School Nurses Organi-
zation.

“The law was very clear
that if you provided any ser-
vices without written consent,
disciplinary action was coming
your way,” she said. “So that
gave a lot of people pause.”

The bill’s authors, state
Rep. Jeff Leach, R-Plano, and
former state Sen. Brandon
Creighton, R-Conroe, ac-
knowledged the confusion and
urged educators “not to sus-
pend common sense when it
comes to providing basic care
for the children at their
schools.”

Leach and Creighton have
asked the Texas Education
Agency to provide “consistent
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and clear guidance” to schools
on how to implement the law.
That guidance was released
last month, but Jack Frazee
with the Texas Nurses Asso-
ciation said he is awaiting ad-
ditional details from TEA to
provide more clarity.

FOREST SERVICE AWARDS
$164 MILLION TO YOLUNTEER
FIRE DEPARTMENTS

Texas A&M Forest
Service has approved $164
million in funding for Texas
volunteer fire departments to
purchase 558 fire trucks and
321 slip-on units through a
grant program established in
2001.

The state uses a tiered ap-
proach to wildfire response,
with local VFDs as the first on
the scene, followed by state re-
sponse if needed.

“Texas fire departments
are the front line of local re-
sponse, and their equipment
capacity is vital to response
time and effectiveness,” said
Al Davis, Texas A&M Forest
Service director. “This histor-
ic funding reflects the strong
support of the Texas Legisla-
ture and governor. Their in-
vestment allows us to continue
supporting and equipping fire-
fighters who protect Texas
lives and property.”

TEXAS CONTINUES TO RANK
TOPS IN TRADE

With 32 official ports of en-
try and two intermodal logis-
tics facilities to connect
different modes of transport,
Texas continues to lead the
nation in overall value of trade
commodities, according to the
comptroller’s office.

The state’s trade value fell
to $634.6 billion during the
2020 COVID pandemic but
has increased by 67.6% since
then, to $1.1 trillion.

Port Laredo leads the coun-
try in total trade with $339.5
billion of commodities coming
through that port of entry.
Port Houston ranks first in the
nation in exports flowing out
of the port at $129.9 billion.

ANOTHER DRY, HOT OCTOBER
FOR MOST OF TEXAS

This month is shaping up
to be a repeat of last October,
with much of the state stay-
ing both drier and warmer
than average, according to Dr.
Mark Wentzel, hydrologist
with the Texas Water Devel-
opment Board. By the end of
September, 24% of the state
was in drought, up four per-
centage points from late Au-
gust.

While a very wet July
slowed down the expansion of
drought conditions, soil mois-
ture across the state has been
much reduced since. With 40%
of the state now classified as
abnormally dry, the National
Weather Service is predicting
drought conditions to expand
to cover most of Texas. The
next few months are expected
to be warmer and drier than
normal in the state.

Those dry conditions are in-
creasing the chances of wild-
fires The forest service now
classifies Texas at Level 3 in
what it calls Wildland Fire
Preparedness Levels, with
wildfire activity affecting sev-
eral regions. Level 5 is the
highest level.

As of Sunday, there were
three active wildfires in Tex-
as, the largest being the 195-
acre Bronco Creek fire in
Wheeler County in the Pan-
handle. It was 75% contained.

_'*—

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

Living with Felix

My cat, Felix, is lying at the
foot of the bed. I wiggle my
toes. Felix puts his teeth
around them and I can feel the
little points of his incisors. He
lets me know he could bite—
but he does not. That’s be-
cause both Felix and I have
learned a lot.

We have had Felix for al-
most two years. Before we
adopted Felix, he lived for two
years on the street—at least
that is what the vet said. The
vet said teeth do not lie, and
Felix’s teeth were two years
old. My husband, Peter, is con-
vinced that Felix is much
younger because he was so
small when we adopted him.
And it’s true, he became much
bigger and more muscular
once he started getting regu-
lar nutrition. But Felix knew
nothing about living in hous-
es or living with people and,
to be honest, we knew noth-
ing about living with Felix.

The first time Felix felt
comfortable enough to sleep
on the bed, he bit our toes—
hard. He bit them as if he
planned to bite right through
them.

“OWW!” Peter yelled the
first time it happened to him.
Peter took to wearing very
heavy socks to bed. I'm not
sure when or how it happened,
but eventually Felix learned
that those enticing little mice
under the blankets were actu-
ally body parts that belonged
to us.

The biggest problem wasn’t
the toes, however. It was that
Felix had never used a litter
box. He used it right away
when we adopted him—but
not all the time, and that was
a problem. We put down plas-
tic to discourage him from go-
ing in the corners. We hid our
dirty laundry to prevent him
from peeing in that. We took
him to the vet. She explained
that he had to be stressed.
Only stressed-out cats don’t
use the litter box. Peter and I
were skeptical.

Because Felix seemed en-
tirely relaxed. In fact, when
we caught him peeing where
he shouldn’t, he seemed total-
ly chill. “What’s the issue?” he
seemed to be asking.

And again, I don’t know
how he figured it out, but
eventually he just stopped
peeing anywhere but his lit-
ter box. He isn’t any less
stressed. He just decided that
peeing in one place was less
hassle.

I've had other cats, but I
have never had a cat as ath-
letic as Felix. He quite literal-
ly bounces off the walls. He
gets up speed in the hallway,
then hits the wall at a high
rate of speed and ricochets
onto another wall before tear-
ing off in the opposite direc-
tion. He makes a ferocious sort
of growl when he does this. It
is very exciting living with Fe-
lix.

I don’t know if he will ever
be as cuddly as other cats I've
had, and I don’t really care.
Felix likes to be petted but
won’t sit on a lap. He sleeps
in the bed, but always far
enough away so we can’t touch
him. He does not like being
picked up or carried around,
although he now tolerates it
for a short while. Maybe liv-
ing on the streets for a couple
of years made him a little
more independent. Maybe
that’s just how he is made.

But I think, as much as
people and cats can under-
stand one another, we've come
to an understanding with Fe-
lix. He is part of our family.
He misses us when we are
gone. He always wants to
know what we are doing. He
purrs loudly and often. And he
doesn’t bite our toes any-
more—at least not very hard.

Till next time,
Carrie
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FOOTBALL SEASON WEEK 10:

Texas face tough test at home against Denver:
High-octane Cowboys offense takes on Arizona on MNF

As the calendar turns
from October to Novem-
ber, things are starting to
gear up at the college and
pro level.

In high school action,
there are a number of im-
portant games.

Friday, Oct. 31

North Shore at C. E.
King at 7 p.m., at Panther
Stadium

Saturday, Nov. 1

Channelview at Atas-
cocita at 6 p.m., at Turner
Stadium in Humble

Galena Park at Houston
Westbury at 12 noon, at
Delmar Stadium

In the NCAA, teams
are beginning to jockey for
position as the first Col-
lege Football Playoff
(CFP) rankings will be
released on Nov. 4 on
ESPN. In the NFL, the
Week 9 schedule has a
number of intriguing
matchups that could go a
long way in determining
who’s in and who’s out
once the playoffs roll
around.

This week’s college
schedule is so—so, while
the NFL will take center
stage, once again.

In the Big 12, No. 14-
ranked Texas Tech, which
lost 26-22 at Arizona
State two weeks ago with
backup QB Will Ham-
mond running the offense,
travels to Manhattan, KS
to take on a struggling
Kansas State team. This
will be no walk in the
park for Joey McGuire’s
team, which has not beat-
en the Wildcats since
2015 and has lost eight
straight games to them.
Tech’s last win at KSU
came in 2008. Ouch!

In the SEC, No. 14-
ranked Oklahoma visits
No. 17-ranked Tennessee
with the winner remain-
ing somewhat alive in the
conference title race.

The ACC has an inter-
esting matchup at No. 9-
ranked Miami travels to
Dallas to take on a dan-
gerous and unranked
SMU team. Two weeks
ago, the Hurricanes, who
were ranked No. 2 at the
time, were upset at home,
24-21 by previously un-
ranked Louisville, while
the Mustangs picked up a
big 35-24 win at Clemson.

In the NFL, the Texans
host a very solid Denver
team at NRG Stadium at
noon on Sunday. Two
weeks ago, Denver trailed
the Giants 19-0 after
three quarters, but scored
33 points in the fourth
quarter en route to a wild
33-32 win. This will be a
tough game for the Tex-
ans who will be facing one
of the league’s top defens-
es.

Week 9 begins with a
good one on Thursday
Night Football as the At-
lanta Falcons take on one
of the surprise teams of
the 2025 season when
they travel to Foxborough
to take on the New En-
gland Patriots.

Another surprise team,
the Indianapolis Colts,
who moved to 6-1 two
weeks ago with a 38-24
win over the Los Angeles
Chargers in Lal.a Land,
visit the Steelers in the
Steel City.

The Sunday Night
Football game features
Seattle at Washington, in
a key game for both
teams. Two weeks ago,
the Commanders were
blown out at Dallas, 44-
22, and star QB Jayden
Daniels suffered his sec-
ond injury of the season
when he sustained a ham-
string injury. If he is un-
able to play, Washington
could be in a world of
hurt.

Week 9 concludes on
Monday Night Football
with the aforementioned
Dallas Cowboys hosting
the reeling Arizona Cardi-
nals.

wO
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By
MIKE KEENEY

Before we look at this
weekend’s games, let’s
review last week’s record.
An 8-4 week brought the
season record to 58-36
(60%).

Now, onto this week’s
games.

NCAA

Oklahoma at Tennes-
see - This is the only
game on the NCAA sched-
ule this weekend that pits
two ranked teams as No.
14 OU visits No. 17 Ten-
nessee in an elimination
game in the SEC for both
teams. Actually, both
teams have little chance
to play in the SEC title
game. There are just too
many teams ahead of
them in the conference
standings. Two weeks
ago, the Vols picked up
their second league loss,
falling at Alabama, 37-20.
They would like nothing
more than to gum up OU’s
SEC title hopes. Tennes-
see has a potent offense
led by QB Joey Aguilar
(1,948 yards, 15 TDs),
running back DeSean
Bishop (604 yards, 7 TDs)
and wideouts Chris Braz-
zell 1T (39 receptions, 602
yards, 7 TDs) and Braylon
Staley (41 receptions, 523
yards, 3 TDs). That unit
will face a stout Sooner
defense. Two weeks ago,
that unit gave up just sev-
en points in OU’s 26-7 win
at South Carolina. The
OU offense will be led by
QB John Mateer (1,567
passing yards, 7 TDs/209
rushing yards, 5 TDs),
running back Tony Blay-
lock (393 yards, 4 TDs)
and big-play wide receiver
Isaiah Sategna III (37 re-
ceptions, 493 yards, 4
TDs). Tennessee coach
Josh Heupel is a former
Sooner QB,and he would
like nothing more than to
stick it to his old team on
Saturday in Knoxville. My
pick, Tennessee 27, Okla-
homa 23

Miami at SMU - No. 9-
ranked Miami heads to
Dallas to take on the
SMU Mustangs in a key
ACC game for both teams.
Two weeks ago, the Hurri-
canes saw their undefeat-
ed season come to an end
when they were upset at
home by Louisville, 24-21,
while SMU picked up a
huge road win with a 35-
24 win at Clemson. The
‘Canes need the good Car-
son Beck (1,484 yards, 11
TDs, 7 interceptions) to
show up in Dallas. He has
talent around him in run-
ning back Mark Fletcher
(446 yards, 6 TDs) and
big-play wideouts Malachi
Tony (38 receptions, 510
yards, 3 TDs) and CJ
Daniels (30 receptions,
343 yards, 5 TDs). The
Mustangs will present the
Miami defense with all
kinds of troubles with QB
Kevin Jennings (1,948
yards, 17 TDs), running
back TJ Hardon (431
yards, 5 TDs) and wide
receiver Romello Brinson
(34 receptions, 502 yards,
3 TDs). I think Jennings
has a big day as the Mus-
tangs pull off the upset
and put a huge damper on
Miami’s CFP hopes. My
pick, SMU 33, Miami 30

Texas Tech at Kan-
sas State - This is a very
important game for No. 14
Texas Tech and their Big
12 and CFP hopes, and
they take on a team they
have a bad history
against. The Red Raiders
have not defeated KSU
since 2015, and are riding
an eight-game losing
streak against them. Two
weeks ago, Joey
McGuire’s team suffered
its first loss of the year,

when it fell at Arizona
State, 26-22. Red Raider
fans hope that starting
QB Behren Morton (1,501
yards, 13 TDs) returns to
this game. Morton sus-
tained an ankle injury
three weeks ago in Tech’s
win over Kansas, and
backup QB Will Ham-
mond (578 passing yards,
6 TDs/278 rushing yards,
5TDs) struggled in his
first start. If Hammond
gets the starting assign-
ment this week, he must
pick up his game. It would
help if Tech turned to its
running game, with Cam-
eron Dickey (633 yards, 8
TDs) and J’Koby Williams
(378 yards, 5 total TDs). If
Tech can establish the
run, that will open up the
passing game for wideouts
Caleb Douglas (29 recep-
tions, 413 yards, 1 TD)
and Coy Eakin (29 recep-
tions, 407 yards, 4 TDs).
The Tech defense needs to
get back to its dominant
ways, but will have its
hands full with dual-
threat QB Avery Johnson
(1,556 passing yards, 13
TDs/238 rushing yards, 3
TDs). Look for the Tech
defense to be the differ-
ence maker in this one as
the Red Raiders pick up a
huge road win. My pick,
Texas Tech 34, Kansas
State 20

NFL

Atlanta at New En-
gland - Don’t look now,
but the New England Pa-
triots look like they are
back. After years of hard
times after the departure
of Hall of Fame QB Tom
Brady, the Pats have
drafted wisely, acquired
key free agents and have
a real coach in former NE
linebacker Mike Vrabel.
The Pats won five of their
first seven games and
were atop the AFC East
standings heading into
last Sunday’s home game
against Cleveland. They
have a solid QB in second-
year man Drake Maye
(1,744 passing yards, 12
TDs/200 rushing yards, 2
TDs) and big-play wide-
outs in former Texans
Stefon Diggs (39 recep-
tions, 456 yards) and Kay-
shon Bouette (20
receptions, 356 yards, 4
TDs). Their defense is sol-
id as well, and will get
tested by perhaps the best
offensive player in the
league in Falcons running
back Bijan Robinson (524
rushing yards, 11 TDs/30
receptions, 390 yards, 2
TDs). Look for the Pats
defense to limit Robinson
as New England picks up
another win. My pick,
New England 26, Atlanta
16

Denver at Houston -
These are tough times for
Texans fans. Two weeks
ago, Houston fell to 2-4
after its 27-19 loss on
Monday Night Football at
Seattle. Their playoff
hopes took a big hit with
that loss and this week
they face a Denver team
that has one of the best
defenses in the NFL. This
will be a tough test for the
beleaguered Houston of-
fensive line, and could be
a long day for QB C.J.
Stroud (1,305 yards, 9
TDs). Stroud needs a big
day from wide receiver
Nico Collins (26 recep-
tions, 339 yards, 3 TDs) as
the run game is non-exis-
tent. The Houston defense
is decent, but will take on
a Denver offense that
scored 33 points in the
fourth quarter two weeks
ago in a thrilling 33-32
comeback win over the
Giants. Denver has a
dual-threat QB in Bo Nix
(1,556 passing yards, 11

Million dollar meal serves up
success for GPHS students,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The North Shore Rotay Club with Dr. Tom Kelochner. District 5890 Governor

Congress Woman, Silvia Garcia and her associates.

Ass. Governor Stan Galanski, Galena Park /Jacinto City Rotary Club President,
James Cline and Tom Kelchner.

Thursday, Oct. 23

Friday, Oct. 24

Galena Park, BYE

THIS WEEK'S GAMES
Friday, Oct. 31

Saturday, Nov. 1

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
SCORES/SCHEDULES

LAST WEEK'S SCORES

C. E. King 65, Kingwood 35

Goose Creek Memorial 44, Channelview 28
North Shore 47, Atascocita 28

North Shore at C. E. King at 7 p.m., at Panther Stadium

Channelview at Atascocita at 6 p.m., at Turner Stadium in Humble
Galena Park at Houston Westbury at 12 noon, at Delmar Stadium

TDs/172 rushing yards, 3
TDs), running back J.K.
Dobbins (523 yards, 4
TDs) and wide receiver
Courtland Sutton (33 re-
ceptions, 469 yards, 3
TDs). My pick, Denver 24,
Houston 20

Indianapolis at Pitts-
burgh - The Colts have
been one of the biggest
surprise teams thus far,
winning six of their first
seven games to sit atop
the AFC South standings.
Indy has revived QB
Daniel Jones’ career
(1,790 passing yards, 10
TDs/83 rushing yards, 4
TDs) and running back
Jonathan Taylor (697
rushing yards, 10 TDs/23
receptions, 185 yards, 1
TD) is having one of the
best years of his career.
The Colts also have a big-
play rookie tight end in
Tyler Warren 33 recep-
tions, 439 yards, 3 TDs).
Jones will get a real test
against a very solid Steel-
er defense, as will the
Indy defense when it
takes on Aaron Rodgers
(1,270 yards, 14 TDs) and
wideout DK Metcalf (22
receptions, 406 yards, 4
TDs). Look for the Pitts-
burgh defense to be the
difference maker as the
Colts march to the divi-
sion crown hits a bump in
the road. My pick, Pitts-
burgh 23, Indianapolis 20

Seattle at Washing-
ton - The Seahawks visit
the Commanders on Sun-
day Night Football and
bring their high-powered
offense and stifling de-
fense to the nation’s capi-
tal. Two weeks ago, both
units were key factors in
Seattle’s 27-19 home win
over the Texans, while
Washington suffered a 44-
22 blowout loss to the
Cowboys in Arlington. In
that game, star QB Jay-
den Daniels (1,031 pass-
ing yards, 8 TDs/211
rushing yards, 1 TD) suf-
fered a right hamstring
injury, so his status for
this game is unknown. If
he’s unable to go, Wash-
ington could be in a world
of hurt against one of the
league’s top 10 defenses.
Seattle also has a solid
offense led by QB Sam
Darnold (1,754 yards, 12
TDs), running back Ken-
neth Walker IIT (430
yards, 3 TDs) and electri-
fying wide receiver Jaxon
Smith-Njigba (50 recep-
tions, 819 yards, 4 TDs).
Seattle is not afraid to
play on the road, as evi-
denced by their three road
wins so far this season.
Look for the ‘Hawks to
pick up another road win
on Sunday night. My pick,
Seattle 30, Washington 22

Arizona at Dallas -
Week 9 concludes with

Monday Night Football
when the Cowboys host
the Cardinals. Two weeks
ago, the Dallas offense
rolled once again, with a
44-22 home win over
Washington. It marked
the third time the Cow-
boys have scored 40 points
in a game this season. QB
Dak Prescott (1,881
yards, 16 TDs) is having
an MVP-like season and
he has a load of weapons
around him in running
back Javonte Williams
(592 yards, 7 total TDs),
big-play wideouts George
Pickens (36 receptions,
607 yards, 6 TDs) and
CeeDee Lamb (21 recep-
tions, 332 yards, 1 TD in 4
games) and dependable
tight end Jake Ferguson
(51 receptions, 334 yards,
6 TDs). The Dallas de-
fense is playing a bit bet-
ter and will get tested by
dual-threat QB Kyler
Murray (962 passing
yards, 6 TDs/173 rushing
yards, 1 TD in five games)
and big-play tight end
Trey McBride (47 recep-
tions, 421 yards, 4 TDs).
Look for the Dallas of-
fense to roll once again. If
the Cowboys hope to re-
main in the playoff hunt,
they must win games they
are supposed to win, and
they are supposed to win
this one in prime time. My
pick, Dallas 36, Arizona
23.
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New Sheldon Community Fire
and Rescue Station No.5,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Improved response
times are a key benefit of
the new station.

“The distance between
our Station 3 and getting
up to the north was just too
far. The response times
needed improvement,”
Webb said. He added that
the district’s ISO rating,
which affects insurance
rates for residents, recent-
ly dropped to Class 2, but
with the new station, “we
should be at Class 1. It’s
not that much difference
other than a Class 1 gives
you bragging rights and it
does help a little bit on peo-
ple’s insurance,” he said.

The station’s strategic
location also supports ma-
jor local developments.
Generation Park’s expan-
sion, including facilities for
Eli Lilly, IKEA, and a new
surf park, requires robust
emergency services.

“Eli Lilly, a $6.5 billion
dollar corporation, will re-
quire significant emergen-
cy services. We already
had Station 3 down the
street from them, and they
told us what they expect-
ed, and we exceeded what
they required,” Webb not-
ed.

The station itself is de-
signed for modern needs,
featuring three bays with
two tiers, allowing for six
trucks, all with drive-
through access. It will
house a crew of eight full-
time firefighters plus a dis-
trict chief, with amenities
including a larger commer-
cial kitchen, day room,
eight bedrooms, four show-
ers, offices for the captain
and district chief, a weight
room, exercise room, data
room, and a medical “any
room” for walk-ins. The
station will also be
equipped for future needs,
including a baby Moses
area for safe infant surren-
der.

The total cost of the new

An artist’s rendering of the new Station No. 5 in Sheldon close to
Generation Park. The $11 million station will open in August 2026.

On Thursday, October 2, local officials, firefighters, and community
members gathered to celebrate the groundbreaking of the new Sheldon
Community Fire and Rescue Station No. 5, located at 11159 W. Lake
Houston Parkway, just west of Lockwood Drive.

station is projected to
reach $11 million, with ad-
ditional expenses for utili-
ties.

“CenterPoint Energy is
running the electrical at
$1,000,000, and the sewer
line is coming in at about
$1,000,000 too. That’s out-
side the $11 million,” Webb
explained.

As the district continues
to grow, the new station
will play a vital role in sup-
porting both residential
and commercial develop-

ment.

“It’s just going to be a
very nice station and serv-
ing that part of the district.
A long time coming, I
should say,” Webb reflect-
ed.

With the groundbreak-
ing of Station No. 5, Shel-
don Community Fire and
Rescue is poised to meet
the challenges of a dynam-
ic future, ensuring safety
for all who live and work
in the area.
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Your AD will reach up to 40,000 readers in our
FIVE newspapers, with a combined circulation
of 20,000 copies. Get ACGTION on your AD. Rates
start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.

Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100

*Funerals *Cremations *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated

Since 1992

www.CarterConleyFH.com

*

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money B u s i n e s s D i rec t o ry SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

wd

ENDERSON,
IRAGE DODN

281-428-1187
1-800-345-8471

Sales & Repair Service
Baytown, Texas
John Henderson

628 Cedar Bayou Rd.

7 CENTRAL AUTO 5
2 INSPECTIONS#¢
FULL SERVICE VENICLE INSPECTIONS

713-702-3200

JONNNY GAERE
OWNERINSPECTOR

118 AN

HIGHLANDS TX. 7736

N\
Graphics Unlimited, Inc.

CORPORATE GRAPHICS AT ITS BEST

Signs & Banners
281-462-1200

www.graphicsunlimitedinc.net
213 Kernohan « Croshy, TX 77532

WESTON COTITEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS
281-421-4050 1500 E. Wallisville Rd.

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL
SPECIALIZATION

7
HILL ROADBASE

MATERIALS
119 Listi Ln, Highlands

WE DELIVER TO YOU

(281)843-5000

residential - commercial - industrial

FILL DIRT
BANK SAND

LIMESTONE

hillmaterials.com

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package
13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package
Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

NORTH CHANNEL
*STAR

Your News, Your Newspaper

your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:
713-266-3444

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details
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COMMUNITY
WATCH

Dead

y Chain-Reaction Crash

Shuts Down I-10 East for Hours

HOUSTON — A deadly
chain-reaction crash early
Friday morning caused
major delays along the
East Freeway, leaving one
woman dead and two oth-
ers hospitalized, according
to the Houston Police De-
partment.

The crash was reported
just before 6 a.m. on the
westbound lanes of I-10
East near Waco Street and
Lockwood Drive, Houston
TranStar officials said. All
lanes were closed for sev-
eral hours as investigators
worked the scene, with the
freeway reopening shortly
before 10 a.m.

Aerial footage from Sky-
Eye showed multiple
heavily damaged vehicles
scattered across the road-
way. HPD confirmed that
five cars were involved in
the collision.

According to Lt.
Va’Shawnda McLean with
HPD’s Vehicular Crimes
Division, the crash began
when the driver of a sedan
veered off the feeder road
and went down an em-
bankment.

“The vehicle went air-
borne and landed in the

main lanes of traffic,”
McLean said. “It struck at
least one car, triggering a
chain reaction involving
several others.”

Police said the initial
driver — a woman believed
to be in her 30s — died at
the scene. Two people from
separate vehicles were tak-
en to Ben Taub Hospital
and Memorial Hermann
with serious injuries.

“We do have a unit at

the hospital awaiting up-
dates on their condition,”
McLean added. “At this
time, it’s unclear if there
will be additional fatali-
ties.

Investigators have not
yet determined what
caused the woman to lose
control of her car. The Har-
ris County Institute of Fo-
rensic Sciences will
conduct an autopsy to con-
firm her cause of death.

Hanging Death under I-610
Overpass in NE Houston

HOUSTON, - A ho-
micide investigation is
underway after a man
was found hanging un-
derneath the I-610
North Loop overpass in
northeast Houston late
Thursday night, accord-
ing to the Houston Po-
lice Department.

HPD says officers re-
sponded to the scene
with the Houston Fire
Department at 7600
North Loop East. Ac-
cording to HPD Homi-
cide Division, the man
was found hanging un-
derneath the middle of
the overpass and had
suffered burns to his
body.

“The call originally
came through from
Union Pacific. They
called in a brush fire to
the Houston Fire De-
partment and when
they arrived, they say
what they say saw - took
care of the fire, and of
course, unfortunately,
the victim is deceased,”
Lt. Khan with the Hous-
ton Police Department
said.

A rope was thrown over the Bridge structure, seen
above. The body was also set on fire.

The body was hanging from the overpass structure

when firemen arrived.

The identity of the
victim, believed to be a
man between 40 and 50
years old, is not being
disclosed at the mo-
ment, HPD says. They
added that the man’s
cause of death is pend-
ing autopsy results by
the Harris County Insti-
tute of Forensic Scienc-
es.

When asked if this
could be a suicide, inves-
tigators said, “It seems
very unlikely.” HPD Ho-
micide Division urges
anyone with informa-
tion on the case to con-
tact them at
713-308-3600 or Crime
Stoppers at 713-222-
TIPS. A reward is pos-
sible.

HCC ANNOUNCES A NEW NAME

AFTER 54 YEARS OF OPERATION. THE COLLEGE WILL BE KNOWN AS HOUSTON CITY COLLEGE

HOUSTON (June 19,
2025)—After 54 years of ser-
vice to area students, Hous-
ton Community College
(HCC) will be known as
Houston City College, fol-
lowing a vote of the college’s
Board of Trustees in regu-
lar session on June 18.

“This new name reflects
our expanding mission of of-
fering baccalaureate de-
grees while maintaining the
value and qualities people
know and expect from
HCC,” said Chancellor Mar-

garet Ford Fisher, Ed.D. “As
Houston City College, we
will continue to provide
quality, affordable instruc-
tion through certificates,
associate and baccalaureate
degrees at a community col-
lege price. This new name
represents all the communi-
ties the college represents
and positions the institution
to serve with a ‘local focus
and global reach.”

The announcement fol-
lows a year-long comprehen-
sive research and

stakeholder engagement
initiative and marks a stra-
tegic step forward in the col-
lege’s commitment to
expand access to affordable,
high-quality education
while equipping students
with the skills and creden-
tials needed to succeed in
competitive academic and
workforce environments.
In 2022, the Southern As-
sociation of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Col-
leges (SACSCOC) approved
HCC to offer workforce-fo-

cused Bachelor of Applied
Science degrees. The inau-
gural graduates from these
programs received diplomas
at Spring Commencement
May 2025.

“This is not just about
changing a name,” said
Chancellor Ford Fisher. “It
is about embracing the in-
stitution we have become
and signaling the future we
are prepared to lead. While
the name is changing,
HCC’s identity and purpose

remain the same.

“The institution will con-
tinue to serve as a trusted
educational partner, prepar-
ing students to meet the
needs of a rapidly evolving
economy through relevant
programming, strategic
partnerships, and a strong
commitment to student out-
comes,” she said.

ABOUT HOUSTON
COMMUNITY COLLEGE:
HCC is composed of 14 Cen-
ters of Excellence and nu-

merous satellite centers
that serve the diverse com-
munities in the Greater
Houston area by preparing
individuals to live and work
in an increasingly interna-
tional and technological so-
ciety. HCC is one of the
country’s largest singly ac-
credited, open-admission
community colleges offering
associate degrees, certifi-
cates, workforce training
and lifelong learning oppor-
tunities.

ENTERTAINMENT
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