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Houston, Texas ~ On
Thursday, January 22, 2026
the North Shore Mustangs
and their entire supporting
groups (band, dance team,
cheerleaders, rounder’s) as-
sembled to march in a well
deserved Celebration Pa-
rade through the neighbor-
hoods near the stadium and
their high school campus.

Head Coach Willie Gas-
ton, the Mustangs football
assembled his entire coach-
ing staff and the on-field-
supporting-staff which
together won the 6A –Div.
1 championship game.

Gaston said he was glad
to see the North Channel
Star put the picture of his
deserving football staff and
team in the newspaper
which  rec la imed and
brought back home the 6A

NS Mustangs hold State Championship Parade

Mustangs Championship parade participants; coaches and supporting staff of the championship team. See names in article. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

Parade ready, the North Shore Mustangs (Eastside Boys) Championship Team.(Photo by Linda Jamail)
Continued. See NS MUSTANGS
CHAMPIONSHIP PARADE, Page 2

GALENA PARK CITY - May-
or Esmeralda Moya announced the
start of construction on new side-
walks along Woolfe Street and 12th
Street, as well as on 14th Street
between Holland Avenue and
Keene Street.

Moya said the project is aimed
at improving safety and accessibil-
ity for residents, particularly fam-
ilies who currently must walk in
the street to reach schools, work-
places, and other daily destina-
tions. She noted that several
neighborhoods have long lacked
adequate pedestrian infrastruc-
ture, creating risks for those trav-
eling on foot.

According to the mayor, the side-
walk expansion is designed to close
those gaps by strategically extend-
ing the city’s pedestrian network
and improving mobility throughout
the community.

Moya thanked residents for
their continued support as the city
invests in projects intended to en-
hance public safety, accessibility,
and overall quality of life.

City of Galena Park breaks ground on New
Sidewalks to Improve Safety, Accessibility

✯
IN THE
STARS

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

T h e  4 9 t h A n n u a l
Awards and Installation
Gala for the North Chan-
nel Area Chamber of Com-
merce are planned for
January 30 at the elegant
Hyatt Regency in Bay-
town and promises to be a
memorable night. The fes-
tivities begin at 6:30 p.m.
with a social hour and din-
ner at 7 p.m.

Styled around a Holly-
wood theme, “An Evening
With The Stars,” chamber
president and CEO Mar-
gie Buentello says there
will be plenty of star sight-
ings that evening. Who?
Well, first the details.

The keynote speaker for
the evening is Harris
County Precinct 2 Com-
missioner Adrian Garcia.

Following the commis-

North Channel Chamber
Prepping for Star-Studded Night

sioner will be the presen-
tation of the Great Seals
awards given to retiring
board members.

Then the chamber will
turn its attention to the
young people in the crowd
who will be recognized
with the William C. Palko
Scholarship and two addi-
tional scholarships.

Awards for milestone
anniversaries, Business of
the Year, Organization of
the Year, Ambassador of
the Year, Board member
of the Year, Committee
member of the Year, and
the Dr. Ed Lehr Chair-
man’s Award will be hand-
ed out.

It’s not too late to get a
ticket but those are still
available as well as spon-
sorships.

“We need silent auction
items, sponsors, and tick-
et buyers,” Buentello said.

“I know folks are just get-
ting over the holidays and
we’re waiting for you to
join us for a fun evening.”

A DJ will be spinning
music for members to
dance the night away.

Many of the stars will
be announced at the gala
and recognized.

And they are...drum
roll...YOU!

“We’re celebrating the
stars of our businesses
and the people in our com-
munity who work every
day and night to make this
community one of the best
to live, work, and play in,”
she said.

Call the chamber office
to get tickets, sign up for
sponsorships or auction
items, and buy a table for
your business to come and
celebrate you.

B u e n t e l l o  c a n  b e
reached at 713-450-3600.

Commisioner Garcia
Announces “Keep2Clean”

Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia announces KEEP2CLEAN Initiative, with staff in background.

‘Keep2Clean’ aims to
curb illegal dumping
through education,
enforcement and
surveillance.

CLOVERLEAF, Texas
— Illegal dumping contin-
ues to plague neighbor-

hoods across Harris Coun-
ty, but a new initiative
spearheaded by Precinct 2
Commissioner Adrian Gar-
cia’s office hopes to better
address it.

G a r c i a  u n v e i l e d
“Keep2Clean,” which he
said is aimed at curbing il-
legal dumping through ed-
ucation, enforcement and

surveillance. Garcia called
the dumping of trash a
“chronic problem” in sever-
al hotspots in Precinct 2,
including the Aldine and
Cloverleaf areas.

“It is one of the most dis-
respectful things people

Continued. See KEEP2CLEAN,
Page 3

THEA Meeting
Tuesday Feb. 3

Save The Date For
The Next San Jacinto
Community Meeting.

Our next meeting
is just one week away
and we hope you will
join us.

This meeting
centers on a critical
question:

Where is the
action from the
EPA — and what
does it mean for
our community?

During the
meeting, we will also:

• Share updates on
the site

• Discuss ongoing
fishing concerns and
what actions may be

Continued. See THEA
MEETING FEB. 3, Page 6

Your Child can Write a
LETTER TO SANTA

Top Scholars - GPHS

JC Heritage Hall Names Ugly
Christmas Contest Winners

Ugly Christmas
Contest
Winners
(Photo by
Allan Jamail)

See Story on
page 5.
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SHELDON ISD NEWS

KMS Student Leader Spends
Fall Break Delivering Joy to

Hospitalized Children
While many students

used fall break to rest,
Hailey, a co-president of
her school’s Student Coun-
cil at King Middle School,
dedicated her time to serv-
ing children at Texas Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

F o r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,
Hailey has led a donation
drive to support the hospi-
tal’s “Fun Cart,” a program
that provides toys and
comfort items to young pa-
tients. She says the project
was inspired by her own
childhood experience at
Memorial Hermann Hospi-
tal. “I remember when
kind nurses came around
to give me gifts when I was
a child,” she said. “I want-
ed to be a blessing to oth-
ers who may be going
through something simi-
lar.”

The effort took a full
year to complete, demon-
strating what Tylisha
Jones, her former teacher

and Student Council advi-
sor, described as Hailey’s
“perseverance, compas-
sion, and leadership.”
School leaders say her
work has set a powerful
example for fellow stu-
dents and highlighted how
guidance and support can

help young people turn
compassion into meaning-
ful action.

Hailey’s former advisor
says she is proud to see the
lasting impact the young
leader is making in her
community.

Elementary Brainpower on Display at UIL Competition

STEM Project-Based Learning
Showcases Dazzles Campuses in

the District
Sheldon ISD hosted

three  dynamic  STEM
Showcase events over the
past two weeks at Michael
Null Middle School, C.E.
King Middle School, and
C.E. King High School,
putting student innovation
on full display.

The public events wel-
comed families and com-
munity members to view
impressive project-based
learning (PBL) displays
created by students. The
showcases highlighted stu-
dent achievement across
science, technology, engi-
neering, and math disci-
plines,  demonstrating
real-world problem-solving
skills and creativity.

“The STEM Academy
teachers from KMS, Null
and KHS have worked
hard this semester to make
learning both fun and en-
gaging while challenging
our students to be creative
and innovative,” said Mrs.
Zalesnik, Executive Direc-
tor of Innovative Pro-
g r a m s .  “ T h e
problem-solving skills that
our STEM students are
d e v e l o p i n g  t h r o u g h
project-based learning will
benefit them greatly as
they enter the future work-
force. It’s not about the
project—It’s about the
learning.”

These events were a
massive success, allowing

the community to witness
firsthand the deep, critical
thinking happening in our
STEM classrooms every
day. The quality of the
project-based learning dis-
plays proves that our stu-
dents are well-prepared to
tackle complex challenges
and excel in future STEM
fields. “We are so proud of
the learning and skills our
STEM students are dem-
onstrating, and it is all be-
cause of the effort and hard
work of our dedicated
STEM teachers at each
campus,” declared Mrs.
Maxie, Coordinator of In-
novative Programs at
Sheldon ISD.

C.E. King HS Football Coach
Laxen Named Coach of the Year
by Touchdown Club of Houston

Huge congratulations
are in order! We are in-
credibly proud to an-
nounce that our very own
Coach Laxen has been
named the Touchdown
Club of Houston’s Coach
of the Year! Coach Laxen
is in his first year of head
coach with C.E. King
High School. This presti-

gious award is a testa-
ment to his exceptional
leadership, dedication,
and the incredible suc-
cess he has brought to our
high school football pro-
gram. This weekend the
team heads into the State
Semi -F ina l s  p layo f f
game.

We also want to cele-
brate an outstanding stu-
dent football athlete,
Dionne Sims, who was a
well-deserved finalist for
the Offensive Player of
the Year award! We cele-
brate his hard work, tal-
ent, and commitment on
the field.

In North Shore, nearly everyone reads the
NORTH CHANNEL STAR.

Your Hometown Newspaper.

We are so proud of the
400+ elementary stu-
dents who competed in
our Sheldon Elementary
UIL event this past
week! From storytelling
to complex mathemat-
ics, our young students
showed off their incred-
ible talents across 11 dif-
f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s .
Categories included:

Oral Reading, Story
Telling, Listening Maps,
Charts, & Graphs, Art
S m a r t ,  C r e a t i v e
Writing, Ready Writing,
Number Sense , Music
Memory,Spelling

Congratulations to
o u r  c a m p u s  G r a n d
C h a m p i o n
winner Sheldon Ele-
m e n t a r y  w i t h  1 4 8
points! Our Runner-Up
campus was Carroll El-
ementary  wi th  102
points.

A huge thank you to
all the coaches, teachers,
and parents who helped
these students prepare.
The future is looking
bright at Sheldon ISD!
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ASK DIAMOND JIMCHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

Diamond Jim:
“What is the

birthstone for
February?”

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim” column and for
supporting the North Channel Star Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer and precious
metals broker.  Pineforest Jewelry has been a proud member of the
Independent Jewelers Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers
Organization (RJO) for many years.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious metals, and other questions related to the
jewelry industry, email jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

For individuals with February birthdays, the ame-
thyst makes a perfect birthstone. This month is often
cold, dark, and short for many people around the world,
so the amethyst—which is often associated with quali-
ties of peace, courage, and stability—is the right gem
for individuals who need a little extra warmth and
strength this time of year.

Amethyst is purple quartz and is a beautiful blend of
violet and red that can be found in every corner of the
earth. The name comes from the Ancient Greek, derived
from the word “methustos,” which means “intoxicated.”
Ancient wearers believed the gemstone could protect
them from drunkenness.

methyst, as previously
mentioned, is composed of
quartz, which is the second
most abundant material
found in the Earth’s crust.
Amethyst gets its color
from irradiation, iron im-
purities, and the presence
of trace elements. Its hard-
ness (a 7 on the Mohs
scale) is the same as other

quartz, which makes it a durable and lasting option for
jewelry.

While amethyst is most commonly recognized to be a
purple color, the gemstone can actually range from a
light pinkish violet to a deep purple that can read more
blue or red, depending on the light. Sometimes, even
the same stone can have layers or color variants, so the
way the gemstone is cut is important to the way the col-
or shows in a finished piece.

Amethyst often occurs in geodes or in the cavities of
granitic rocks. It can be found all over the world, includ-
ing the United States, Canada, Brazil and Zambia. The
amethyst is not only the February birthstone, it is also
used to celebrate the 6th and 17thyear of marriage.

It has been associated with many myths, legends, re-
ligions, and numerous cultures. Some historical accounts
say that Saint Valentine had an amethyst ring carved
with an image of Cupid. And for those familiar with Old
Testament history, amethyst was one of the twelve gem-
stones that represented the twelve tribes of Israel.

For many years, amethyst was held to be one of the
most precious gemstones, often favored by royalty or ex-
clusively by the clergy as a symbol for the deity of Christ.
It was even held for many years in the same regard as
the diamond. It was not until the discovery of more abun-
dant supplies of amethyst that it became a gemstone
enjoyed by more than just the wealthiest buyers.

Many wearers of amethyst throughout history and
even today prize the gem for its symbolism as well as its
beauty. Leonardo da Vinci once said that amethyst helps
to quicken intelligence and get rid of evil thoughts. Oth-
er qualities like peace, stability, courage, and strength
are said to be derived from this gemstone. Today, many
wearers simply prize the amethyst for its beautiful shade
and the way it complements both warm and cool colors.

Vote in Every Election
I have been asked by several neighbors about

the upcoming March Primary Elections. I have
come to realize that those younger than me may
not have been taught as much as we were, as we
learned about many topics that are no longer
taught, as for the past few decades, Texas has
been teaching to prepare students for the state
standardized test. I also realize that in the 45
years that I have been a registered voter, I have
had the opportunity to attend many community
forums, as well as Candidate Meet & Greet events
and have developed my own list of values that I
make my decisions on who to support and what
issues are important to me. I have also been
blessed to meet six former US Presidents: Jimmy
Carter, Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, Bill
Clinton, George W. Bush, and Barack Obama.
(Thanks to my love of government, I have trav-
eled to Washington D.C. more than I have trav-
eled to Dallas—that large city in north Texas.)To
help those who do not understand the Primaries,
let me explain.In March, there are two PRIMA-
RY Elections in Texas. You either select Demo-
crat or Republican at that time. This will select
the candidate for each race who will then be on
the November Election Ballot***unless there are
run-off elections, and that is another round of vot-
ing, but let’s keep this simple tonight.When we
get to November, you have the option to vote for
either a Republican, Democrat, Independent or
occasionally another candidate. We no longer have
the option of voting “straight political party” in
November.So how do you decide which Primary
to vote on in March? You need to pray. Ask God
to show you what you are looking for in a leader.
You need to research the candidates, pray some
more, attend public events, pray, ask questions
of the candidates and pray some more.Some ques-
tions that should be asked will help you to under-
stand why they are running, who their financial
supporters are, what have they contributed in the
community they are wanting to serve (contribu-
tions should include attending events, making
donations of financial support, volunteering in the
community, and getting to know the communi-
ty’s needs as well as the voters.) You should want
to know where they line up with your values.I
serve as a Precinct Chair, a Volunteer Deputized
Voter Registrar and have lived in 77015 since
1971. I am active in several community organi-
zations including the League of Women Voters. I
care about my community. I am not trying to in-
fluence you as to who to vote for, I just want you
to be registered by February 3 and do your part
to vote in the March 3 Primary. (Hopefully, you
will take advantage of Early Voting.) and then
vote in the Run-Off Elections, if necessary and
then Volunteer with a Campaign, sign up to work
at a Polling Location and vote in the November
Election.

As always, if you have any questions, please
reach out to me at Charlotte.Jackson@yahoo.com

–Div. 1title against the
Duncanville Panthers.

The North Shore Mus-
tangs (Eastside Boys) in Ar-
lington, TX. on Saturday,
December 20, 2025 defeat-
ed the Duncanville Pan-
thers 10-7 in the state
championship game.

The victory for GPISD’s
Mustangs over the Pan-
thers gave them their sixth
state title in eight years,
from 2003, 2015, 2018,
2019, 2021 and 2025; lead-
ing the contests between the
two rivals 4-2.

The state championship
win is the first for Coach
Willie Gaston, a North
Shore graduate and former
Mustangs quarterback who
took over as head coach in
2023.

After the parade Coach
Gaston said, “It’s just so ex-
citing to work with a staff
as dedicated to coaching and
developing kids to be better
human beings and great
student-athletes. That’s
what it’s all about. Wins are
nice, trophies are cool, but
changing lives? That’s the
legacy. Proud of y’all and the
standard you’re setting.”

After the game Gaston
had said, “I’m so excited,”
“When it comes down to it,
it’s hard to win a champion-
ship game. When you watch
these kids and the adversi-
ty they went through this
year and watching them
band together and start
playing their best football
right there in the playoffs,
it’s a total team effort. These
guys just banded together
as a true brotherhood.”

“I’m just proud of our
whole coaching staff, our
kids are coached well,” Gas-
ton said.

COACHES AND SUP-
PORTING STAFF OF THE
CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM:

COACHES:

Willie Gaston (Head coach),
Ben Barkema, Lamon At-
kins, Jose Carranza, Colby
Green, Cornell Gray, Kyle
Herridge, Eyan Means,
Joshua Pratt, Frank Wil-
son, Garrett Cross, Shawn
Carrizal, JT Cleveland, Th-
omas Dunson,  Nick Flores,
Ashante Joseph, Keith Mc-
Coy, Sam Richardson,
Shaun Wynn.

S U P P O R T I N G
GROUPS:

Der icka  Stewart ,
Kennedy Harris, Carlos
Rivera, Kebron Aklilu, Na-
dia Araiza, Christina Arre-
ola, Jesus Blanco, Regina
Gutierrez, Za’niya Joe,
Valerie Lerin, Evelyn Men-
doza, Maryory Romero
Ramirez, Camila Rayas,
Taveyon Benson, Xion

NS Mustangs State Championship Parade,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Chapman, Colbey Feggins,
Myron  Jacobs ,  Caleb
Marks, Chasen Oliver, Isa-
iah Ragsdale, Landen Rus-
sell,  Jaisn Sanchez, Ethan
Ward, Qwen Johnson, Co-

Roster of the North Shore 2025 6A-D1 championship team.

hen Moore, Esteban Razo,
KJ Walker, Lorenzo Atkins,
Vivian Dancy (Athletic Di-
rector), Kae Walker (Asst
Ad).

Siro Gutierrez a devoted Mustang fan with his homemade poster sign at
the parade.  A former school administrator in GPISD for 9 years from 1997
- 2006.  His two sons graduated from North Shore Sr. High. (Photo by
Allan Jamail)

KEEP2CLEAN,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

can do to a community,”
Garcia said.

The first phase of the
program focuses on edu-
cating residents through
new canvassing efforts in
the most impacted neigh-
borhoods.

“My team will be out
distributing fliers to edu-
cate the public that there
is a systemic way to do it,
to do it properly, to do it
legally,” Garcia said.

The initiative also in-
cludes a significant en-
forcement component for
the most severe cases from
both the Harris County
Sheriff’s Office and the
Harris County District At-
torney’s Office.

“If we don’t get that col-
laboration and that coop-
eration, we’ll hold people
accountable,” Garcia said.

Garcia said his office al-
ready regularly reports il-
legal  dumping to  the
s h e r i f f ’ s  o f f i c e .  B u t
through Keep2Clean, dep-
uties with the sheriff’s of-
f i ce  wi l l  be  o f f i c ia l ly
attached to the program,
watching out for illegal
dumping – which, in some
cases, could lead to crimi-
nal charges and fines.

“Enforcement could look
like charges, misdemeanor
charges that a person
could face, which is up to

two years in jail and a
$10,000 fine,” Garcia said.

Garcia also said officials
will expand their use of
surveillance cameras, a
tool traditionally reserved
for public safety.

“We’ve always used our
cameras for public safety
purposes. We’re now using
our cameras for illegal
dumping,” Garcia said.

Precinct 2 residents,
such as Michelle Bates,
said illegal dumping in the
area has only gotten worse
over the years.

“It’s definitely an eye-
sore. I mean, it brings a
smell to things,” Bates
said. “People are very com-
fortable with it.  They
dump things right in front
of you, right in plain view,
on the end of streets, dead-
end roads.”

She said she hopes the
Keep2Clean initiative
brings real change to her
community.

“[I want] them to actu-
ally follow through and get
a  break on  i t .  Get  i t
stopped, have people stop
doing that,” Bates said.

Residents can report il-
legal dumping by calling
311 or contacting Harris
County Precinct 2 at 713-
274-2300. More informa-
tion is also available at the
new Keep2Clean website.
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Yes, we need a $1.5
trillion defense budget

Finally, the United States will follow through
on its NATO commitments.

That’d be the cheeky interpretation of President
Donald Trump’s announcement, via Truth Social,
that he wants the U.S. defense budget to be $1.5
trillion. This would represent a stunning 50%
increase over the current budget and put the U.S.
right around 5% of GDP, the target level that
NATO countries recently adopted at Trump’s
insistence.

The details and follow-through will matter, but
on its own terms, the Trump declaration is of epic
significance.

Such a historic buildup would meet the moment
— it’s never made sense that the U.S. would enter
a period of heightened risk of great power conflict
at a time when it has difficulty replenishing its
missile stocks.

It would match the predilections of a president
who enjoys throwing his weight around. If Trump
wants to speak loudly and carry a big stick, it
requires the resources to build and maintain the
stick.

And it would match his vision of a world-class
military. You can’t have a Golden Dome —
Trump’s project for an enhanced missile defense
— or a Golden Fleet — his notion of a next-
generation navy — without a Golden Defense
Budget.

The scale of spending contemplated here is
truly astounding. A $500 billion increase would
roughly match the total annual spending of all
non-U.S. NATO countries. The percentage in-
crease would be the highest since the Korean War
and double the biggest annual increases of the
Reagan years.

“We still talk about the Reagan buildup,”
Secretary of War Pete Hegseth said in a speech
last month, “and my kids and yours will someday
talk about the Trump buildup.”

The Trump proposal would not just be a down
payment on that promise, but a big step toward
fulfilling it.

If our military is highly proficient —as demon-
strated in the Venezuela raid — it also doesn’t
have the materiel to wage a protracted major war.

Defense analyst Mackenzie Eaglin of the
American Enterprise Institute has long been
ringing the alarm. She recently noted that during
the short Israel-Iran war, we fired 150, or one-
quarter, of our THAAD missiles, exceeding our
annual purchase rate by three times. In the Red
Sea, the Navy fired more Tomahawks in January
2024 than it bought in all of 2023.

These shortfalls, as Eaglin points out, are
especially disturbing when compared to the
building capacity of our adversaries. Whereas the
Russians make more than 300,000 artillery shells
a month, we make only 40,000 155mm shells.
“Beijing builds six naval combatant ships,” she
writes, “for every 1.8 ships the U.S. builds.”

Even The New York Times — not known for
beating the drums for more defense spending —
devoted a splashy editorial last month to the sorry
state of our military-industrial base.

In his new book, “War and Power,” scholar
Phillips Payson O’Brien relates how wars between
great powers are usually not won by brilliant
battle plans, or by the commitment or proficiency
of the troops. Rather, it is productive capacity —
and the ability to degrade that of the enemy while
maintaining or increasing your own — that makes
the difference.

The Nazis weren’t going to win the Battle of
Britain when the Brits were producing twice as
many aircraft as Hitler.

On top of this, a nation needs to make shrewd
choices about what it is building (the Nazis also
had the wrong planes for the Battle of Britain —
bombers with payloads that were too small and
fighters with limited range).

The U.S. needs to make sure that it is not
overinvesting in the weapons systems of the past,
although a defense budget on the scale that
Trump is discussing would relieve some pressure
from these choices. We could very well have our
traditional subs and jet fighters, and our cutting-
edge drones, too.

Trump’s taste for gilding everything can be over
the top. It’d be a national service, though, if he
manages to make the U.S. defense budget golden.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Tech Savvy

For the most part, I congrat-
ulate myself on being relatively
competent at managing technol-
ogy. I don’t have an overwhelm-
ing fear of learning new apps or
platforms and have even caught
myself feeling a little smug when
others profess terror at the pros-
pect of updating their website or
mastering a new program.

All smugness disappeared
this week.

I got caught in a technology
black hole over a $20 bill. I owed
a company $20 for forwarding my
email to me. This is something
that should have taken less than
a minute to resolve. Three days
later, I was still battling.

The company was based in
India. I won’t bore you with the
details of why it was based in In-
dia or how this company was cho-
sen (I had plenty of opportunity
to question the choice over the
last three days), but it has pro-
vided excellent service, and I had
had no reason to believe it wasn’t
a good choice. Until this week.

I couldn’t log in to my account.
That was the only problem. They
did not have my phone number
on record, and the only other
means of verifying my account in-
volved changing information in
the directory of my website, and
I knew—before I even tried—I
was in over my head.

(I realize there are tech-sav-
vy folks reading this right now
and saying, “How hard could that
be?” and I’m sure they are right;
it was probably much easier than
I imagined, but that does not
mean it was not far more diffi-
cult than I could manage.)

So I wrote an email. The re-
sponse I received provided an en-
tirely new set of instructions for
how to verify the account. I wrote
back asking for clarification. A
different tech person replied with
an answer that appeared to bear
no relation to the question I had
asked.

I wrote back with more ques-
tions; they dutifully provided re-
plies. Every email was signed by
a different employee of this very
large tech company in India. Ev-
ery letter was exceedingly po-
lite—and made not one bit of
sense.

I parsed the letters carefully.
I read them aloud. I looked for
similar phrases as if I were look-
ing for clues to find a buried trea-
sure—although in this case, my
treasure was the privilege of pay-
ing them $20 and not having my
email shut off.

Twenty emails later (this is
not an exaggeration), I began to
despair. I realized I had accom-
plished almost nothing in the last
two days other than write emails
to India. I had visions of an end-
less line of Indian technicians—
stretching as far as the eye could
see—ready to write pleasant re-
plies to a witless woman in the
U.S. As I exhausted the patience
of one technician, another would
step into his place, producing an
infinite supply of unfailingly po-
lite and utterly incomprehensible
technical jargon.

I caved.
I hired someone on Fiverr

from Bangladesh to serve as an
intermediary. With my permis-
sion, he took over my computer,
figured out how to get into my
account, arranged a Zoom call
with the company and—after a
scheduled Zoom call and yet one
more phone conversation—I was
able to pay the $20.

“I don’t suppose I could pay for
more than a year?” I asked at the
end of the final phone call.

“No, but this will take you all
the way to the end of 2026!” the
exceedingly cheerful company
spokesman told me.

I have many wonderful expec-
tations for 2026, but I am already
working up a little dread for the
year’s end.

Till next time,
Carrie

The last day to register to
vote for the March 3 primary
is Feb. 2, according to the Tex-
as secretary of state’s office.
Early voting runs from Feb. 17
through Feb. 27, with Feb. 20
being the deadline for apply-
ing for a mail ballot.

Prospective voters can visit
the votetexas.gov website to find
out if they are registered, discern
their polling places, learn what
is on the ballot and find other in-
formation.

More than 18 statewide
elected officials are up for elec-
tion, with the governor’s race
and a U.S. Senate race topping
the ballot. All Texas members
of the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives are up for election,
along with state lawmakers,
district judges and local elect-
ed officials.

Some Texans will have to
vote in new congressional dis-
tricts after the Legislature re-
drew the map last summer.

NEW POLL HAS TALARICO
LEADING, CORNYN TIED WITH
PAXTON

A new poll of the state’s
U.S. Senate primaries shows
state Rep. James Talarico, D-
Round Rock, leading U.S. Rep.
Jasmine Crockett, D-Dallas by
9 percentage points, 47% to
38%, among likely Democrat-
i c  v o t e r s , T h e  T e x a s
Tribune reported. The Emer-
son College poll indicates a
significant shift since a Texas
Southern University poll in
December showed Crockett
with a similar-sized lead.

In both polls, Talarico leads
among white and Latino vot-
ers, while Crockett has a com-
manding lead among Black
voters.

On the GOP side, the lat-
est polls show U.S. Sen. John
Cornyn and Attorney General
Ken Paxton deadlocked, with
Paxton at 27% and Cornyn at
26%. U.S. Rep. Wesley Hunt,
R-Houston, trailed with 16%.
If those margins hold, that
race would head to a runoff.

The survey also found Gov.
Greg Abbott with a sizable
lead over his main Democrat-
ic challenger, state Rep. Gina
Hinojosa, 50% to 42%.

SOLAR POWER SURPASSES
COAL IN FEEDING ERCOT GRID

For the first time, solar
power supplied more electric-
ity in 2025 to the state’s main
power grid than coal-fired
power plants, the Houston
Chronicle reported.

So lar  farms  prov ided
67,800 gigawatt-hours of elec-

tricity last year, according to
the Electric Reliability Coun-
cil of Texas, which is the pow-
er grid operator for most of the
state. Power plants burning
coal supplied 63,000 gigawatt-
hours of power to ERCOT last
year.

The Chronicle report notes
that in 2019 solar supplied so
little power to the ERCOT grid
that it wasn’t even included as
a separate category in its an-
nual pie chart of where the
grid’s power comes from. It is
now the third-largest suppli-
er to ERCOT, behind second-
place wind and first-place
natural gas. Coal has dropped
to number four.

“It’s a remarkable mile-
stone,” said Daniel Cohan, a
Rice University professor who
studies the state’s energy
transition. “I don’t think any-
one 10 years ago would have
thought that solar would have
surpassed coal this quickly.”

TEXAS SET TO BAN
SMOKEABLE CANNABIS THIS
MONTH

Smokable cannabis prod-
ucts currently sold legally in
Texas could disappear by Jan.
25 under new rules proposed
by the Texas Department of
State Health Services. Accord-
ing to the Texas Standard,
DSHS has drafted new regu-
lations for the hemp industry,
“including child-resistant
packaging, stronger warning
labels, expanded testing, re-
call procedures and fee in-
creases of roughly 10,000% for
manufacturers and retailers.”

Annual fees for hemp man-
ufacturers would rise from
$250 to $25,000 per facility,
while retailers would see their
registration fees jump from
$150 to $20,000.

The proposed regulations
would effectively outlaw most
smokable hemp products.

DSHS last week heard
from dozens of small hemp

business owners and cannabis
users, many of whom said they
support stricter packaging
rules and age limits but op-
pose the ban on smokable
products and the steep hike in
licensing and registration fees.

“These proposed fees don’t
regulate small businesses,
they eliminate them,” Estella
Castro, owner of Austinite
Cannabis Co., told commis-
sioners. “This proposal would
force me to close, despite do-
ing everything right.”

Some speakers spoke in
support of the proposed regu-
lations, including a mother
who said her son developed
psychosis from using cannabis
and required medial treat-
ment.

DSHS EXPANDING ANTI-
RABIES PROGRAM TO EL PASO
AREA

DSHS is expanding its
32nd annual Oral Rabies Vac-
cination Program to the El
Paso area while continuing its
aerial bait distribution along
the Texas-Mexico border. The
rabies vaccine baits will be
distributed by hand in target-
ed areas around El Paso.

“Our mission is to vaccinate
wildlife along the borders of
Texas to maintain herd immu-
nity against rabies and keep
new or previously eliminated
rabies variants from becoming
established in any part of Tex-
as,” said Kathy Parker, ORVP
Director. “However, we contin-
ue to monitor all the counties
of Texas for outbreaks and/or
potential areas of rabies inter-
est.”

The baits  do not  pose
threats to livestock, wildlife or
pets. The project costs $2 mil-
lion annually and is funded by
both state and federal agen-
cies. Since the program began,
no human cases of rabies at-
tributable to the rabies vari-
ants found along the border
have been confirmed in Texas.

The program covers 19 Tex-
as counties: El Paso, Hud-
speth, Culberson, Jeff Davis,
Presidio, Brewster, Pecos, Ter-
rell, Val Verde, Kinney, Mav-
erick, Zavala, Dimmit, Webb,
Zapata, Starr, Hidalgo, Cam-
eron and Willacy.

TEXAS MOST POPULAR STATE
TO MOVE TO

Texas is back on top of U-
Haul’s list of “growth states,”
according to the Austin Amer-
ican-Statesman. The company
determines each state’s net
gain or loss by recording how
many customers used one-way
equipment in 2025.

This is the fourth time the
state has topped U-Haul’s
rankings in five years. In
2024, South Carolina topped
the list but fell to No. 5 last
year. In second place is Flori-
da, followed by North Caroli-
na and Tennessee.

Coming in dead last in U-
Haul’s ranking was Califor-
nia.

Correction: An item in
the Jan. 4 Capital Highlights
reported the Texas business
inventory tax exemption has
been raised to $125,000. That
exemption applies to all busi-
ness personal property ac-
counts, not just inventory.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas journal-
ist. He published a number of
community newspapers in
Texas during a 30-year span,
including in Longview, Fort
S to ck ton ,  N acogdoches ,
Lufkin and Cedar Park.

Deadline to Register for March Primary Nears

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯
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JC Heritage Hall Ugly Christmas Contest Winners, L- R: Director Elizabeth Flores, Mary Garcia, 1st. pl. Janie Cortez, 2nd pl. Connie Esqueda, 3rd pl. Maria Denton, Debi
Philips & Program Assistant Naomi Navarro.(Photo By Allan Jamail)

JC Heritage Hall Names Ugly Christmas Contest Winners

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

GALENA PARK, Texas
– An 18-year-old former
student of Galena Park
I S D ,  J a m e s  M a n u e l
Tamez, was arrested Fri-
day morning after alleged-
ly making violent threats
online to attack North
Shore Senior High School,
according to Harris Coun-
ty court records.

Authorities say the
threats were posted on
January 14 via Roblox, an
online gaming platform,
where Tamez allegedly
wrote messages threaten-
ing a mass shooting at the
school, referencing nail
bombs and expressing in-
tent to harm students. The
alarming posts were re-
ported by a concerned citi-
zen who contacted school
administrators, prompting
an immediate investiga-
tion.

Screenshots of the mes-
sages, which included ex-
p l i c i t  t h r e a t s  a n d
disturbing language, were
shared with law enforce-
ment.

Two particular screen-
shots of the threats were
captured and presented to
North Shore Senior High
School Deputy Principal
Dayne Robins.

Tamez allegedly wrote,
“I will shoot up the school
(NSHS) on 1-18-2026. I am
dangerous someone stop
me. There are nail bombs
in the rotunda. I will pop
the kids.”

“I will kill minors and

Former Student Arrested
After Online Threats target
North Shore Senior High

rape dead bodies LOL,” he
is alleged to have written
in a second screen shot.

The Texas Department
of Public Safety’s Fusion
Center traced the origin of
the messages to an IP ad-
dress linked to Tamez’s
residence. When confront-
ed by investigators who
knocked on his door, his
father answered and inves-
tigators told him why they
were there. When Tamez
was summoned to the door,
they asked Tamez if he had
been playing Roblox the
previous night with the re-
portee and he answered he
had.

I n v e s t i g a t o r s  t h e n
wanted to know if he had
made the threat regarding
shooting up the school. Ac-
cording to court docu-
ments ,  James  denied
making the threat and said
that he did not know who
authored it.

Even after James was
shown screenshots of the
online conversation be-
tween himself and a repor-
tee, he continued to deny
authoring the threatening
message.

One of the investigators
told him that the Fusion
Center had identified his
residence as the source IP
address for the threaten-
ing message. Court records
show that James respond-
ed in a cocky manner and
requested to see the IP ad-
dress for comparison. The
agent declined and reiter-
ated that the threat had
been traced to James’s res-
idence.

James continued to
deny responsibility and
stated that if he admitted
to the offense, he would be
arrested.

Deputies presented the
case to the Harris County
District Attorney’s Office
who accepted the charges
and a warrant was issued.

Tamez was arrested the
next morning.

A judge set bond at
$25,000 and imposed strict
conditions, including no
contact with North Shore
Senior High School stu-
dents or staff, and a prohi-
bition on accessing online
messaging plat forms.
Tamez is required to com-
ply with supervision by
Harris County Pretrial
Services and must appear
in court as scheduled.

The case remains under
investigation, and author-
ities emphasize that all
threats against schools are
taken seriously and will be
prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law.

Galena Park ISD sent
out a letter notifying par-
ents of the threat.

“Our top priorities are
the safety and well-being
of our students, staff, and
community. We under-
stand this is unsettling
news, but please rest as-
sured that school adminis-
t r a t o r s  a n d  l a w
enforcement officials are
addressing the situation
with the level of serious-
ness it deserves. Please

know we take all reports
regarding safety and secu-
rity seriously.”

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

A Channelview middle
school band teacher was
fired last week after alle-
gations of inappropriate
conduct with students on
the popular Instagram
app.

A letter was sent to par-
ents of students at Alice
Johnson Junior High last
week informing them of
the allegation of inappro-
priate conduct involving a
classroom teacher.

“Authorities were noti-
fied immediately, and an
investigation is currently
underway,” the letter from
Superintendent Dr. Tory
C. Hill read.

He also stated that the
employee had been re-
moved from duties and is
no longer employed by
Channelview ISD.

The teacher was in their
second year at the school
and had previously served
at Splendora and Crosby
school districts.

Channelview Music Teacher Fired
for Inappropriate Conduct

“Because this is an on-
going investigation, we are
unable to provide addition-
al details at this time,” the
letter continued.

There were screenshots
of alleged conversations
floating around on Face-
book and Instagram expos-
i n g  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e
accused, but the North
Channel Star will not
name the teacher unless

charges have been filed. As
of press time, no charges
have been filed with the
District Attorney’s office
and no response from the
Texas Education Agency if
they have begun any kind
of investigation.

The Star did reach out
to the teacher for their side
of the story, but the teach-
er reserved comment.

NEWS TIPS & ADVERTISING
INQUIRIES

713-266-3444
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

Your Hometown Newspaper
News tips and Ad Inquiries:

713-266-3444

Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.
Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100
*Funerals  *Cremations  *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1992

www.CarterConleyFH.com

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

The Sheldon Independent School District will conduct a public
hearing for the 2024-2025 Texas Academic Performance
Report (TAPR) on February 17, 2026, as part of the regularly
scheduled meeting of the Sheldon ISD Board of Trustees.
The meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. at the Sheldon ISD
Administration Building located at 11411 C.E. King Parkway,
Houston, TX. Texas Education Code B39.053 requires each
school district’s board of trustees to publish annual
performance that includes the TAPR report.

3-2t

available to protect
community health.

• Talk about the future
of THEA, including our
plans to expand support
to communities nation-
wide

Your participation helps

ensure that community
concerns remain visible
and that agencies are held
accountable. These
conversations are essential
as we push for transpar-
encey, action, and long-
term solutions.

Meeting Details

Tuesday, February 3
at 6:00pm

604 Highland Woods
Dr.

Highlands, TX 77562

We hope you will join
us and be a part of this
important discussion.

THEA Meeting Feb. 3,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

HOUSTON, – The Harris Coun-
ty Attorney’s Office announced to-
day  that  the  Harr is  County
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  C o u r t h a s
u n a n i m o u s l y v o t e d  t o
appoint Jonathan Fombonne as the
next Harris County Attorney.

Jonathan Fombonne has been
serving as Deputy Harris County
Attorney and First Assistant Coun-
ty Attorney under former County
Attorney Christian Menefee. In that
role, Fombonne was Menefee’s chief
deputy, led legal strategy for many
of for the office’s high-profile
matters, advised elected officials
and department heads directly, and
served as trial and appellate coun-
sel in all high profile litigation in
the office from significant public
law challenges to complex corporate
and environmental cases. As Coun-
ty Attorney, he will serve as legal
counsel to all elected offices in Har-
ris County, including Commission-
ers Court. The Harris County
Attorney serves as the chief civil le-
gal counsel to Harris County and its
elected officials, including the mem-
bers of the Harris County Commis-
sioners Court.

“It  has been a privilege to
serve Harris County over the past
five years, and I am honored to be
appointed as the next Harris Coun-
ty Attorney,” said Fombonne. “This
office plays a vital role in the coun-
ty’s day-to-day operations while
also serving as legal counsel protect-
ing the County’s legal interests in
litigation. I look forward to continu-
ing that work and ensuring our
office remains a force for fairness,
accountability, and progress. I have
complete confidence in our talented
staff and look forward to the great
work ahead.”

Fombonne’s appointment reflects
his longstanding commitment
to public service, the mission of the

Harris County Commissioners Court
Appoints Jonathan Fombonne as Next

County Attorney

County Attorney’s Office, and his abil-
ity to guide the office through this pe-
riod of transition while building a
strong foundation for the future.

“Since my first day in office, Jon has
been a steady and capable leader, han-
dling some of the office’s most complex
and important cases,” said Christian
Menefee. “He is easily one of the best
l a w y e r s  I  k n o w  a n d  h a s
been absolutely instrumental in build-
ing this office into what it is today. His
deep knowledge of the office and prov-
en leadership make him the ideal per-
son to guide our team through this
transition. I am confident the office will
continue to thrive and be a shining ex-
ample of what good government looks
like.”

The Harris County Attorney’s
Office represents Texas’s largest coun-
ty in all civil legal matters, including
serving as legal counsel to county offi-
cials and employees. The office in-
cludes eleven legal practice divisions,
as well as the Robert W. Hainsworth
Law Library.

Jonathan Fombonne, Next Harris County Attorney
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Dave Bautista, Left, and Jason Momoa  star in “The Wrecking Crew.”

“The Wrecking Crew”
“Die, My Love” (R) —

Whether you’re a fan of
twisty psychological films
or not, this film is just a
treat for millennials and
Gen-Zers who grew up
watching Robert Pattin-
son in the “Twilight” films
and Jennifer Lawrence in
“The Hunger Games”
films. Playing love inter-
ests opposite each other,
Pattinson and Lawrence
respect ive ly  por tray
young couple Jackson and
Grace right after they
move to Montana from
New York. The audience
soon learns that Grace is
pregnant with their first
child, but after Grace
gives birth, the film is told
from Grace’s fragmented
and distorted point of
view as she slowly de-
scends into madness due
to the stress of becoming
a mother. It is chock-full
of tough-to-watch, unfor-
gettable emotional mo-
ments that remind us why
Lawrence is one of the
greatest of her genera-

tion. Out now. (MUBI)
“His & Hers” (TV-

MA) — Netflix has got the
formula down on how to
crank out series after se-
ries that still leave view-
ers on the edge of their
seats. This new mystery-
thriller series starring
Jon Bernthal (“The Ama-
teur”) and Tessa Thomp-
son (“Hedda”) is only six
episodes long, but with its
two talented leads and a
small-town setting, it’s al-
ready become popular on
the streaming service.
Thompson plays reporter
Anna Andrews, who re-
turns to her old hometown
of Dahlonega, Georgia, to
investigate a murder.
While there, she bumps
into her estranged hus-
band, Detective Jack
Harper (Bernthal), who
has been assigned to the
case himself. (What a co-
incidence!) No doubt that
the spouses’ suspicions of
each other will escalate
the tension to another lev-

el! Out now. (Netflix)
“ T h e  W r e c k i n g

Crew” (R) — Any movie
that is led by both Jason
Momoa (“A Minecraft
Movie”) and Dave Bautis-
ta (“Trap House”) is sure
to be a testosterone-filled
action flick with goofy
moments in between to
keep audiences shouting
at their screens for more.
Momoa and Bautista play
two half-brothers: Jonny
(Momoa), a “loose cannon
cop,” and James (Bautis-
ta), a “disciplined Navy
SEAL.” After their father
is murdered in a suspi-
cious hit-and-run in Ha-
waii, the brothers team up
to figure out the root of
the murder and keep the
rest of their family from
also being threatened.
“The Wrecking Crew” pre-
mieres on Jan. 28. (Ama-
zon Prime Video)

In Case You Missed
It

“Chestnut” (NR) —
This drama film features
Natalia Dyer in a much
different tone than how
we are used to seeing her
as Nancy Wheeler in
“Stranger Things.” She
plays Annie, a shy aspir-
ing writer who is stuck in
Philadelphia after gradu-
ating from college; howev-
er,  at the end of  the
summer, a move to Los
Angeles awaits her. In the
weeks up until then, An-
nie meets a pair of best
friends — wild child Tyler
(Rachel Keller) and the
m y s t e r i o u s l y  s w e e t
Danny (Danny Ramirez)
— and begins spending all
h e r  n i g h t s  w i t h  t h e
charming duo. When she
suddenly finds herself
with confusing feelings for
both Tyler and Danny,
Annie wonders whether
she’s subtly being told by
the universe to stay in
Philly or to run as fast as
she can to L.A. Out now.
(Plex)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.

Q:When is “Outlander” returning
with new episodes? Will it be the fi-
nal season, or will there hopefully be
more? — J.S.

A:The eighth and final season of “Out-
lander” will premiere on Starz on March
6, with 10 episodes airing in subsequent
weeks. It is based on the novels by Diana
Galbaldon and is the longest-running se-
ries in Starz’s history. Sam Heughan and
Caitriona Balfe return as Jamie and
Claire, respectively, with their story set
a year after last season’s events conclud-
ed.

You may already know this, but “Out-
lander” has a prequel series that airs on
Starz as well. Set in Scotland and England
during the World War I era, “Outlander:
Blood of My Blood” stars Harriet Slater,
Jamie Roy, Hermione Corfield and Jere-
my Irvine as the parents of “Outlander’s”
Jamie and Claire. It has already wrapped
production on its second season.

According to TVLine, Heughan has al-
ready landed a new gig. He’ll star along-
side Anna Kendrick (“Pitch Perfect”) and
J.K. Simmons (“Whiplash”) in a six-epi-
sode geopolitical thriller titled “Embassy.”
Meanwhile, Balfe’s upcoming film is a re-
make of Jane Austen’s “Sense and Sensi-
b i l i t y ”  w i t h  D a i s y  E d g a r - J o n e s
(“Twisters”), and it is due out in Septem-
ber 2026.

***
Q:So many people, including my-

self, were disappointed with the fina-
le of “And Just Like That ...” Do you
think they’ll do a movie or something
to wrap it up better? — A.T.

A: According to Kristin Davis, who
played Charlotte in “Sex and the City” and
its sequel series “And Just Like That ...,”
she agrees with fans who feel that they
were left hanging by the ending. On her
podcast “Are You a Charlotte?” the actress
speculated that “we’re going to do some-
thing else,” although nothing official has
been announced. Mario Cantone, who
played Anthony on both shows, followed
up Davis’ statement with: “I don’t care
what anybody says. That was not a series
finale. It was a season finale, but that
wasn’t a series finale.”

Davis didn’t want to give viewers false
hope, however. She said that she doesn’t

Caitriona Balfe and Sam Heughan in “Outlander”

know who “owns [them] right now” and that
she has run into showrunner Michael
Patrick King, who has not said anything
about revisiting the show in the form of a
series, a movie, or even a special episode.

***
Q:I keep seeing ads for a movie ver-

sion of the classic novel “Wuthering
Heights,” but when is it coming out?
Will it be on streaming or just in the-
aters at first? — R.R.

A:”Wuthering Heights” has been adapt-
ed many times for the big screen, but the
upcoming version is being directed by ar-
guably the book’s biggest fan. The film’s di-
rector Emerald Fennell recently said at a
press event that she first read the novel by
Emily Bronte when she was just 14 years
old, and she likes to revisit it each year.

First published in 1847, “Wuthering
Heights” was adapted for the silver screen
in 1939 and starred Laurence Olivier and
Merle Oberon. The latest version will be re-
leased on Feb. 13, with Margot Robbie
(“Barbie”) and Jacob Elordi (“Franken-
stein”) as star-crossed lovers Cathy and
Heathcliff.

S e n d  m e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a t
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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