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Brass for a Cause Event

Magic Joel
Sanchez
brought tears
and cheers as
he not only
danced for the
raucous crowd
but shared his
story of being
diagnosed with
stage 4
pancreatic
cancer.
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EPA, TCEQ Approves Air Permit for
LyondellBasell Expansion in Channelview

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

Channelview, Texas —
Federal and state environ-
mental regulators have
approved an air quality
permit clearing the way for
LyondellBasell to move
forward with construction
of a new unit at its Chan-
nelview Complex on Shel-
don Road, a project the
company says will signifi-
cantly expand its propy-
lene production capacity
while drawing scrutiny
from environmental advo-
cates.

The permit, issued fol-
lowing review by the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency and approved at
the state level by the Tex-
as Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality
(TCEQ), authorizes Equi-
star Chemicals LP, a sub-
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Corporate Sponsor: San
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Speaker: Terry Tribble, Brand It
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sidiary of LyondellBasell,
to construct a new ethyl-
ene derivatives unit at
8280 Sheldon Road in
Channelview. The TCEQ
executive director ap-
proved the application on
Feb. 25, 2026, in accor-
dance with state air quali-
ty regulations.

LyondellBasell previ-
ously announced the
project as part of a broad-
er investment to expand
propylene production at its
Channelview Complex
near Houston. The new
metathesis unit is de-
signed to convert ethylene
into propylene, a key feed-
stock used to make
polypropylene and propy-
lene oxide—materials
found in products ranging
from food packaging and
medical devices to automo-
tive parts and building in-
sulation.

The LyondellBasell Channelview site will have a new site line in the near
future since the Environmental Protection Agency and Texas Commission
on Environmental Quality has approved a permit for them to build a new
ethylene derivatives unit at 8280 Sheldon Road in Channelview.

“This capacity expan-
sion strengthens our abili-
ty to meet increasing
customer demand and im-
prove our self-sufficiency
as we grow and upgrade a
core business line for Ly-
ondellBasell,” said Kim

Foley, executive vice pres-
ident for Global Olefins,
Polyolefins and Refining.
Foley added that the
project is intended to re-
duce the company’s expo-
sure to market volatility
and support long-term re-

turns for shareholders.

According to the compa-
ny, the unit will have an
annual propylene produc-
tion capacity of about
400,000 metric tons. Con-
struction is expected to
employ as many as 750
workers at peak activity,
with approximately 25 per-
manent jobs added once
the unit becomes opera-
tional. While initial plans
called for construction to
begin in 2025, company of-
ficials have said the project
remains in a preconstruc-
tion phase, with final tim-
ing dependent on market
conditions.

In a statement provided
following issuance of the
permit, LyondellBasell
said major design, permit-
ting and early site prepa-
ration work have been
completed, positioning the
project to move forward

when conditions are favor-
able.

“The Flex 2 permit rep-
resents an important step
in a long process, and we
continue to focus on safe
and orderly site prepara-
tion while leadership eval-
uates market conditions,”
said Tony Wood, site man-
ager for the LyondellBasell
Channelview Complex.
“We remain optimistic
about the value this project
could bring and will con-
tinue to communicate
clearly as milestones
progress.”

As part of early site
preparation, the company
plans to transport two
large towers to a laydown
yard at the complex this
spring. One of the towers
measures approximately

Continued. See EPA, TCEQ APPOVE
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North Shore Mustangs Victorious in
Basketball Area-round Playoff Thriller

By Allan Jamail

February 26, 2026 in
Pasadena, Tx. at the neu-
tral site of the Phillips
Fieldhouse the standing
room only fan base of both
the North Shore Mustangs
and the Pearland Oilers
witnessed two high school
basketball powerhouses
duel to the final buzzer.
The victorious Eastside
Boys head to the Regional
Semi-Finals.

The game was exciting
with the lead changing
several times; either team
could have ended up on
top. But in the end it was
the Mustang’s coaches
which helped seal the vic-
tory by calling crucial tim-
eouts in the final seconds
to develop offense and de-
fensive plays that made
the difference.

At halftime the Oilers

#2 Mustang's Da'Marcus Sloan goes
up for a 2 point layup.(Photo by
Allan Jamail)

Women'’s History Mcfnth Honoree - (1st of a series)
Celebrating Eren Ozmen

By Allan Jamail

March 3, 2026 ~ Every
March, we pause to honor the
women who have shaped our
world. From the suffragettes
who fought for the vote to the
scientists who mapped the
stars, women’s contributions are
woven into the fabric of history.
But Women’s History Month
isn’t just about looking back—
it’s about recognizing the lead-
ers who are building our future

right now.

My first of a series for 2026
Women’s History Month is;
Eren Ozmen. She is a billionaire
Turkish-American business-
woman, and the majority co-
owner and president of the
private aerospace and defense
company, Sierra Nevada Corpo-

ration (SNC).

Eren Ozmen was born 1958
or 1959 (age 66—67) in Izmir,

Turkey. She graduated from the

University of Nevada, Reno

(MBA).

Eren Ozmen stands at the

Eren Ozmen; self made billionaire, CEO &
President Sierra Nevada Corporation.

woman, president, and majority owner of Sierra

Nevada Corporation (SNC). Under her visionary

forefront of the aerospace and

defense industry as the chair-

3

leadership, SNC has achieved remarkable mile

Continued. See EREN OZMEN WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH, Page

North Shore Mustangs successful basketball coaches before the Area Round Playoff victory over the Pearland Oilers.
L - R: Sam Richardson, Kennedy Miller, Head Coach Stephen Woods, Jonathan Dillon & Joe Gibson. (Photo by Allan

Jamail)

held a 6 point lead; 30 — 24.
At the end of the 3" period
the Mustangs erased the
Oilers lead and had a 2
point lead; 43 — 41. SEE
BOX SCORE

In the fourth period
Nshore Head Coach
Stephen Woods called a fi-

nal critical timeout with
about 7 seconds on the
clock with his team lead-
ing by a mere three points.

With the Oilers bringing
in the ball and needing a
tying three point shot to
try to put the game into
overtime. In the timeout

Coach Wood’s and staff
gave the Mustangs a de-
fensive play to prevent the
Oilers from making a 3
point shot.

However the defensive

Continued. See NS DEFEATS
PEARLAND, Page 2

Cimarron Elementary Breaks
Ground on New Campus

Galena Park ISD board members along with Principal Jimenez and student council turn the ceremonial dirt on the
new construction of Cimarron Elementary School and Fine Arts.

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

The Cimarron Elementa-
ry School community gath-
ered in celebration as
Galena Park Independent
School District (GPISD)
broke ground on a brand-
new campus, marking a sig-

nificant milestone in the
district’s ongoing commit-
ment to educational excel-
lence and community
investment.

“Today we celebrate a
new chapter for our stu-
dents in the community of
Cimarron Elementary
School,” said Principal Jan-

ie Jimenez, during the cer-
emony.

The step forward comes
after the district identified
more than $500 million in
renovation and construction
needs in 2023.

Continued. See CIMARRON
ELEMENTARY GROUND, Page 2
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GPISD breaks ground on new $35M  CHANNELVIEW ISD NEWS

Cimarron Elementary Campus,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“A citizens committee of
over 30 members helped set
priorities, ultimately recom-
mending the complete re-
build of Cimarron
Elementary. The GPISD
Board of Trustees called a
bond election on May 4,
2024, and the community
overwhelmingly approved a
$530 million bond package,
paving the way for this
project,” said Superinten-
dent Dr. John Moore.

The new Cimarron Ele-
mentary will be a two-story
facility, designed to accom-
modate 700 students and
feature modern amenities,
including a dedicated fine
arts wing and a legacy clin-
ic with a separate entrance
for community and student
health needs.

“It’s actually going to cost
about $35 million, which is
well under budget,” ex-
plained Ed Martir, director
of facilities planning and
construction. “Most elemen-
taries these days are $45
million or more. We got ev-
ery bit of what we wanted
in the program, and there
were no value engineering
or concessions. We're trying
to save money for the tax-
payers as well.”

Matir and his staff at
GPISD are in a bit of a hur-
ry.
“T've kicked off a lot of the
school replacements (in-
cluding Cimarron) and try-
ing to get the additions done
by the end of the year,” he
said to beat what might be
higher costs. The sped-up
timeline assures the lower
prices based on a favorable
inflation rate currently. The
accelerated timeline also
assures no disruption to
class without the unneces-
sary purchase of portables
on site.

“Once we get close
enough and probably in the
summer, we'll demo the rest

Superintendent Dr. John Moore spoke to the crowd assembled for the
groundbreaking ceremony at Cimarron Elementary in the North Shore
area last Monday, February 16, 2026. The new school is planned to be

opened by August of 2027.

These two students couldn't wait to
get their shovels full of dirt and get
to work on the new school. Students
from the school were invited to
participate in the ceremony.

of the old school and then go
ahead and do the parking
lot and play fields,” he said.

The original Cimarron
Elementary, built in the late
1950s, has served genera-
tions of families.

“I was here in 1956. I
lived at 1117 Cimarron
Street growing up,” recalled
Wayne Oquin, an alumnus
and former school board
chairman who attended the
school’s 70th anniversary.
“It’s a classic neighborhood
school. Fortunately, there
was enough property here to
not disrupt things while
you’re building the new

one.”

District leaders empha-
sized the importance of
maintaining vibrant, mod-
ern facilities.

“It’s not just about a bond
and just about construction.
It’s about keeping a commu-
nity vibrant and having a
great education system
where people want to live,”
Moore said. “We're fortu-
nate to have the support of
a community that sees the
importance of having great
facilities for their children.”

The new school is expect-
ed to open in August 2027.

“We're hoping to have it
ready by next year so that
students can move in,” Mar-
tir added.

Principal Janie Jimenez
and student council mem-
bers joined district officials
and community leaders for
the ceremonial first shovel
of dirt, symbolizing the start
of construction and a bright
future for Cimarron Ele-
mentary’s next generation.

District officials also
thanked Chu Architects,
Rice and Gardner Consult-
ants, and Gamma Construc-
tion Company for their
expertise and collaboration
in bringing the Cimarron
Elementary School Master
Plan to life.

Read Across Sheldon 2026

Sheldon ISD celebrated our 3rd annual Read Across Sheldon event hosting over
150 volunteers across nine campuses, including our Early Learning Center, early
childhood academies, and all six elementary schools.

From Pre-K to 5th grade, our classrooms were filled with the magic of storytelling
thanks to our incredible volunteers. We are so grateful to the business partners, com-
munity leaders, staff, and families who stepped into our schools to inspire our stu-
dents and share their favorite books. Thank you for making literacy a priority in

Sheldon ISD!

NS defeats Pearland 55-52 at
Phillips Fieldhouse, advances
to regional semifinals,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

play didn’t come off as
planned because when Oil-
ers #15 Devan Brown
launched his 3 point shot
he got fouled by Mustang’s
#15 Samuel Walker put-
ting Brown on the free
point line for 3 shots.

Oilers Brown missed
one of the 3 point shots
which would have tied the
game. That gave Nshore a
1 point lead and getting
the ball on offense. Mus-

tang’s #32 Christian Gib-
son got the inbound ball
and was immediately
fouled by the Oilers. Gib-
son sealed the game by
making both 2 free throws
which gave the Eastside
Boys a 55 to 52 win.
SCORERS: Christian
Gibson 27 ©points,
Da’Marcus Sloan 15, Dil-
lon Colbert 4, Rashaad
Williams 4, Samuel Walk-
er 3 & Sean Mayberry 2.

#32 Christian Gibson led
the team with 27 points
and scored 9 of the 12
points in the fourth period.

Linda Jamail statisti-
cian.

Nshore will face the
Catholic all-boys Strate
Jesuit Crusaders a college
preparatory school of
grades 9 — 12 on Tuesday,
March 3™ at 7pm at the
Phillips Complex in Pasa-
dena, TX.

Students’ Artwork Earns
Special Merit at Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo

Houston, TX — Students from Channelview ISD have been honored with Special
Merit recognition for their exceptional artwork at the prestigious Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo. Their remarkable pieces are currently on display in the Hayloft
Gallery, offering a testament to their creativity, dedication, and artistic excellence.

Rodeo attendees are encouraged to visit the Hayloft Gallery to witness the out-
standing talent of these young artists. The recognition not only highlights their skills
but also provides them with a significant platform to showcase their work. The com-
munity is filled with pride for these accomplished students.

Q1
Mustangs 13

Qilers 12

Q2 Q3 Q4 Final
1 19 12 55
% 11 11 52
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CHARLOTTE'’S

WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

/

-

mistic planning. I am so blessed to have a young
woman who works in my office who loves to deco-
rate for holidays and constantly is reminding me
what to celebrate that day. She has one of those
calendars that lists the “national day of” events
and reminds me daily to read the plan for today
on the action for happiness calendar that is on my
desk out loud so we can hold each other account-
able for striving for happiness.

down the Valentine’s Day decorations and smil-
ing ear to ear as she decorated for St Patrick’s Day.
Seeing the green decorations reminded me that
Spring is coming and that will bring new flowers,
many activities and Daylight Savings Time. As I
read the calendar note for Monday, “Notice three
things you find beautiful in the outside world.” I
immediately shared a picture of the sun rising over
Woodforest Boulevard, a picture of flowers at a
local fast-food drive-thru and we talked about Tex-
as wildflowers.

only opportunities for many visitors to see our city
but also to see a much welcome boost to the local
economy. Children and educators alike look for-
ward to Spring Break and opportunities to rest. It
is also a time to work in the yard as so many of my
senior friends are excited about, as well as a time
to break out grill and watch both Little League
baseball and softball and start the final countdown
to high school and college graduations.

March, things thaw out and speed up. Life gets
busier than even, but please take time to stop and
enjoy the people and scenery. Attend some of the
many community meetings to improve life in the
area as well as visit the local community events
and meet some new neighbors. Try a new activi-
ty, take a walk along any of the new sidewalks in
the community, perhaps even park at the Court-
house and ride one of the Harris Transit bus routes
to see things that you would not notice if you were
driving. Are you aware of the routes? One travels
to Cloverleaf, one to Channelview, one to the Shel-
don area and there are other options as well.
Speaking of bus transportation, when is the last
time you rode METRO? Perhaps on a Saturday or
during Spring Break, hop aboard and when you
arrive Downtown, transfer to one of the rail routes.
Visit the local museums, as most offer free admis-
sion to visit, so just plan. While we may live in
the unincorporated area, we are just minutes for
many new adventures.
month and I hope to see you along the journey.

Mindful March )

Every day should be filled with hope and opti-

When I arrived on Monday, I saw her taking

March means the world’s largest rodeo and not

I often say that once we enter the month of

Make the most of the

J

EPA, TCEQ approve
LyondellBasell
expansion,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

200 feet in length and
will be moved by a special-
ty heavy-haul contractor
using a route that includes
Interstate 10 and Wallis-
ville Road. Company offi-
cials said the move will
take place during early
morning hours and will be
supported by certified law
enforcement escorts to
minimize community dis-
ruption.

The permit approval
comes amid ongoing com-
munity concern about
emissions and industrial
activity in the Channel-
view area. Environmental
groups have urged regula-
tors to more closely scruti-
nize LyondellBasell’s
compliance history and to
strengthen permit condi-

tions, including enhanced
fenceline air monitoring
with public access to data.

Under Texas law, indi-
viduals affected by the ex-
ecutive director’s decision
may appeal to the TCEQ
by filing a motion to over-
turn the approval within
23 days of the permit no-
tice. Residents may also
seek judicial review under
the Texas Health and Safe-
ty Code.

For now, the permit ap-
proval marks a key regu-
latory milestone for
LyondellBasell’s planned
expansion on Sheldon
Road, even as debate con-
tinues over the project’s
environmental and health
impacts on the surround-
ing community.

Eren Ozmen
Women's History
Month Honoree,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

stones, including a
groundbreaking $13.1 bil-
lion contract awarded by the
U.S. Air Force in April 2024
to develop the next E-4
“Doomsday” plane, a pivot-
al asset for military re-
sponse in the event of
nuclear conflict.

In a strategic move to ex-
pand its reach, SNC spun off
its space capabilities in
April 2021, giving rise to Si-
erra Space. This innovative
commercial space venture
successfully raised $290
million at a $5.3 billion val-
uation in September 2023
and is poised to launch its
inaugural cargo space-
plane, Dream Chaser.

In 2025. Eren and her
husband, Fatih, both Turk-
ish immigrants, acquired
SNC in 1994 when it boast-

Carter~Conley
Funeral Home

13701 Corpus Christi St.

Houston, TX 77015

(713) 455-5100

*Funerals *Cremations *Pre-Arrangements

Family Owned and Operated

Since 1992

www.CarterConleyFH.com

ed a mere 20 employees. To-
day, their journey exempli-
fies the power of ambition
and ingenuity, as they con-
tinue to shape the future of
aerospace and defense on a
global scale.

Over the years, Eren has
received many prestigious
awards and recognition in-
cluding being named among
the Top 10 of “America’s
Most Successful Self-Made
Women” and on the inaugu-
ral “50 Over 50” list by
Forbes.

Eren was also recognized
as one of the Top 15 Most
Influential Women in Aero-
space by Business Insider.
She has received numerous
industry awards including
Aviation Week’s Laureate
Award, the BENS Eisen-
hower Award, the NDIA
James Forrestal Award and
the Service to the Flag
Award from Women in De-
fense. Eren also served on
the board of the Smithso-
nian National Air and Space
Museum.

To learn more visit:
WWwWw.sncorp.com/personnel/
eren-ozmen/

SENIOR

NEWS LINE

by Matilda Charles

Nursing home vs.

assisted living

Nobody wants to think about it, but
the day might come when we need the
services of a nursing home to heal from
an illness or injury. Or we might get to
the point where we start thinking about
getting some help, or even moving to a
place where the help is already there.

One thing is certain: It's less stressful
if we plan in advance for the day those
situations might arise. The first step is to
understand the differences between the
two: nursing home versus assisted living.

A nursing home has 24/7 medical
staff if you need constant care. You'll get
food, baths, therapy if necessary, reha-
bilitation, medical treatment and more.

Medicare may or may not pay for
some of the services you receive in a nurs-
ing home. The same for Medicaid, de-
pending on your financial situation.

Assisted living can be quite different,
the biggest being that you live in your
own home within the facility. You'll have
that private accommodation but also
meals, recreational activities, visits from
doctors and nurses, housekeeping and
laundry services, and daily help with tasks
you can't do by yourself.

Many facilities offer both, with the
option to move from assisted living to
their nursing home if your health takes a
downturn. A continuing care retirement
community (CCRC) can offer the peace
of mind of knowing that whatever level
of care you need, it can be found in the
same location.

Medicare probably won't pay for
much of the cost.

And therein lies the huge concern for
anyone needing to learn about nursing
homes and assisted living facilities: the
cost. Do your homework and ask a lot of
questions about who pays for what. Here
are a few places to start.

Look at the eldercare locator
(eldercare.acl.gov/home) or call them at
800-677-1116 to find resources.

Compare local facilities at
tinyurl.com/4ayaubhb.Also see the gov-
ernment’s long-term care website at
acl.gov/Itc.

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim:
“What’s really
happening

with gold & silver
bullion?”’

That’s a great question! Here’s what we know so far...

“The physical silver market stands on the brink of to-
tal chaos as the bankers’ paper manipulation crumbles
under divine pressure. Spot silver hovers around $77
per ounce in the rigged system, yet patriots and awake
investors cannot touch real metal anywhere near that
fake number. Dealers demand $90-$95 for plain one-
ounce bars, while Silver Eagles command $20-$30+ pre-
miums over spot—sometimes pushing 30-50% markups
when shortages hit. The chain from miners to refiners,
wholesalers, and brokers piles on unavoidable costs, but
the real squeeze comes from exploding demand and van-
ishing supply.

The US Mint faces imminent sell-out of Silver Eagles
any day now in late February or early March 2026—
echoing historic shortages that vanished for years. When
that hammer drops, premiums could skyrocket to 50%
or more, turning $80 spot into $120+ Eagles overnight.
Physical delivery delays stretch 3—4 weeks or longer as
wholesalers bottleneck under unprecedented orders. Big
online dealers jack minimums to $10,000 just to cope.
COMEX teeters on default: registered physical silver
barely backs a fraction of paper shorts—some estimates
say 4:1 paper to physical, others far worse. JP Morgan
and the cabal short massively, but their house of cards
collapses when longs demand delivery.

China already trades physical silver at $8—$15+ above
Western spot, proving the breakaway has begun. Sup-
ply-demand reality will force separation soon. Bankers
dumped $10 trillion into paper metals in early Febru-
ary to slam prices—gold from highs to $68 briefly, silver
crushed twice as hard proportionally—but silver refus-
es to die at $77 while gold rebounds resiliently toward
$5,000+. Charts scream breakout: gold forms bullish cup-
with-handle and triangle patterns, support at $4,920,
resistance at $5,090-$5,100. Break $5,100 and gold
charges to $5,500, then $6,000-$10,000 rapidly. Silver,
gold on steroids, gets pulled magnetically higher—per-
centage gains dwarf gold’s moves.

This is no accident—it’s prophecy unfolding. Experts
declared silver will explode, blowing through its prior
peak of $121 and rocketing to $150, $200, $300, $400
and beyond into four digits. The current dip is the FI-
NAL SALE before biblical acceleration.

Awake patriots stocking physical gold and silver now
secure peace of mind amid stock crashes, crypto slumps,
and real estate pullbacks. Precious metals shine as the
ultimate anchor and insurance. Million-dollar rollovers
from IRAs and 401(k)s into metals multiply values—cli-
ents double, triple, even exchange gold for silver in mas-
sive trades. It’s not too late—even small stacks position
for abundance in the Kingdom economy of plenty, no
more “just over broke” slavery.

The deep state fights desperately, but they lose. Sil-
ver hasn’t truly exploded yet—that moment approaches
fast. When gold punches resistance, sale ends, doors slam
on dealers worldwide during the traumatic reset. Silver
to the moon, wealth flips to the righteous—get in before
the explosion hits full force.”

Diamond Jim is a bullion dealer and can help you to
protect your hard earned money buy inventing in bul-
lion.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker. Pineforest Jewelry has
been a proud member of the Independent Jewelers
Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers Organiza-
tion (RJO) for many years. See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.
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OPINION

By Nathan Cunneen, Texas State Director,
American Federation for Children

Texas Education Freedom
Account Program Surpasses

100,000 Applications

Dallas, TX — The Texas Education Freedom
Account (TEFA) Program officially surpassed
100,000 student applications in just 12 days,
reaching 101,797 Sunday. This historic milestone
spotlights extraordinary demand from Texas
families seeking expanded educational options.

Thanks to the excellent work of Acting Comp-
troller Kelly Hancock and his team, the program
has experienced a smooth and successful rollout,
with families across the state navigating the
application process without major technical
issues or delays. The strong early demand reflects
both the urgency families feel and their enthusi-
asm for greater flexibility in choosing the best
educational setting for their children.

Importantly, the program is not first-come-
first-served. Families should continue applying!
Applications received on opening day will have
the same chance of success as those received by
the March 17 deadline. Applications for students
from low-income families and for students with
special needs will be prioritized.

TEFA is already having a positive impact on
communities who traditionally face the greatest
barriers to accessing educational options. While
all Texas pre-K through 12th grade students are
eligible, early data shows that the overwhelming
majority of TEFA applications have come from
low-income and working-class families.

Statement from Nathan Cunneen, Texas State
Director, American Federation for Children:

“This six-figure application milestone is a
powerful testament to how popular education
freedom is in Texas. Families are embracing the
opportunity to customize their child’s education,
and we are proud the program has launched so
efficiently and effectively to meet that demand.
We thank Acting Comptroller Kelly Hancock, his
team, and Odyssey for their excellent work on the
rollout of this program.

It is now clear that demand will exceed supply
for the first year of the TEFA program. Texas
lawmakers should take note and prepare to fully
fund the program waitlist in future legislative
sessions so that every family who wants a choice
can access it.”

AboutAFC:

The American Federation for Children is the
nation’s largest school choice advocacy organiza-
tion and a leading force in advancing education
freedom. AFC has helped pass more than 200
school choice laws nationwide, empowering
families with meaningful options and elevating
parent voices in education policy. The organiza-
tion’s affiliated Super PAC, AFC Victory Fund, is
focused on electing education reform champions
at state and federal levels.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Opinions expressed here are not necessarily
that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR OPINION is welcome.
Send a letter for possible publication to Grafikpress
Newspapers, 5906 Star Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to about 200.
Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

Early Voting Ends Feb. 27

Early voting in the March
3 primary ends on Friday, Feb.
27,. Texas Secretary of State
Jane Nelson announced that
Texas has 18.7 million regis-
tered voters for the primary.

“Nearly 19 million Texans
are registered to vote, and my
office and election officials
across the state are working to
make sure all Texas voters
who want to participate in the
primary election are confident
in the process and ready to
cast a ballot,” Nelson said.

When casting a ballot in
person, voters are required to
show identification. Cell
phones are prohibited in a
room in which voting is tak-
ing place. However, voters can
bring written notes and print-
ed sample ballots into the poll-
ing location for reference.

During the primary elec-
tions, voters must indicate
which party’s primary they
wish to vote in, though Texas
law does not require voters to
register with a party before
casting a ballot.

Crossing over during pri-
mary season is not allowed.
For example, if a voter casts a
ballot in the Democratic pri-
mary, that person cannot vote
in a runoff election in the Re-
publican primary, and vice
versa.

TALARICO GETS BOOST FROM
COLBERT DRAMA

Both Democratic U.S. Sen-
ate candidate James Talarico
and his primary opponent,
U.S. Rep. Jasmine Crockett,
agree that Talarico got a boost
from the brouhaha stemming
from the refusal of CBS to al-
low talk show host Stephen
Colbert to air an interview
with him. The interview was
instead posted on YouTube,
where it has, to date, garnered
more than seven million
views. Talarico reported rais-
ing more than $2.5 million in
fundraising off what he called
an attempt to censor him,
the Houston
Chronicle reported.

Talarico trailed Crockett by
eight points in a University of
Houston poll released earlier.
No polling has been released
since the video went viral.

Federal Communications
Commission Chairman Bren-
dan Carr said in January that
he was considering requiring
TV talk show hosts to offer
equal airtime, but that has not
been made official. Talk shows
have long been exempted from
that rule.

Crockett said last week the
attempt to ban the interview
only amplified it.

“It probably gave my oppo-
nent the boost he was looking
for,” Crockett said.

The winner of the Demo-
cratic primary will face the
winner of the GOP primary,
which pits incumbent U.S.
Sen. John Cornyn against
Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxton and U.S. Rep. Wesley
Hunt.

MOST TEXANS ARRESTED BY
ICE HAVE NO CONVICTIONS

The Trump administra-
tion’s deportation campaign
promised to target gang mem-
bers, murderers, and other
criminal offenders. However,
areview of federal data shows
a lower percentage of people
targeted had criminal convic-
tions than in former President
Joe Biden’s final year in office,
according to the Chronicle.

Federal agents arrested
about 54,000 people in Texas
during Trump’s first nine
months of office, more than
double the number during a
similar period under Biden.
But the share of those with
criminal convictions fell from
about 60% under Biden to un-
der 40% under Trump.

Over a third of the arrests
made by ICE under Trump in-
volved people with no criminal
convictions and no pending
criminal charges, compared to
13% under Biden.

“The statistics show the in-
discriminate nature of the
Trump administration’s poli-
cies around trying to meet its
self-defined quotas of 3,000
arrests per day,” said Adriel
Orozco, senior policy counsel
at the American Immigration
Council.

Texas’ weekly ICE arrests
increased by 135% during that
same time frame.
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‘HABITUAL' POLLUTION
VIOLATIONS

The Texas Attorney Gener-
al’s office has sued Dow Chem-
ical Co., alleging hundreds of
water pollution violations at
its industrial complex at
Seadrift, across from the
Aransas Wildlife Refuge.

The Texas
Tribune reported that Dow,
North America’s largest chem-
ical manufacturer, has been in
“habitual non-compliance”
with pollution permits.

A spokesperson for Union
Carbide Corp., which operates
the Seadrift complex for Dow,
said the company “works
closely with state and federal
regulators to ensure compli-
ance with all existing laws and
regulations.”

The state’s lawsuit follows
a 60-day notice of intent to sue
filed in December by a local
environmental activist. The
state’s suit could supersede
that pending litigation, ac-
cording to The Tribune.

JANUARY WAS DRIER,
WARMER THAN NORMAL

Two thirds of Texas is now
in drought, according to hy-
drologist Mark Wentzel with
the Texas Water Development
Board. That is up 13 percent-
age points from late Decem-
ber.

“The small improvements
in temperature and precipita-
tion we saw in January
weren’t enough to end drought
expansion in our state,” Went-
zel wrote.

Meanwhile, both the 2026
Old Farmer’s Almanac and the
Farmers’ Almanac’s long-
range spring outlooks for Tex-
as are calling for warmer and
wetter weather in Texas,
the Austin American-
Statesman reported.

“April will bring warm tem-
peratures (5 degrees above av-
erage), while May will cool off
slightly (1 degree above aver-
age),” meteorologists Bob
Smerbeck and Brian Thomp-
son wrote in their forecast ex-
planation. “Rainfall will be
above normal, and watch for
a tropical storm in late May.”

WILDFIRE SEASON JUST
AROUND THE CORNER

Texas A&M Forest
Service has put the current
wildfire preparedness gauge
at Level 3, which means,
“wildfire activity is impacting
several regions of the state as
the result of drought, dry veg-
etation or frequent fire weath-
er events.”

Several wildfires broke out
last week across the Panhan-
dle as humidity levels dropped
and winds gusts rose up to 65
mph.

Last Tuesday the service
responded to nine wildfires af-
fecting more than 18,000
acres. As of Sunday burn bans
were in place in 151 Texas
counties, covering all of the
Panhandle and most of Cen-
tral and West Texas. The wild-
fire potential is expected to
increase this week as dry,
windy conditions continue.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas journal-
ist. He published a number of
community newspapers in
Texas during a 30-year span,
including in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches,
Lufkin and Cedar Park.

Email: ghorders@texaspress.com
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

Sweeping Confetti

My husband, Peter, and I
have landed in San Miguel de Al-
lende, Mexico, and already the
strange seems familiar again.

One of the things that im-
presses me every time [ am here
is the attention given to jobs that
I don’t always think of as need-
ing a lot of attention. Masonry
work is meticulous and crafted to
last centuries. Cloth is woven one
thread at a time, creating utter-
ly unique works. Gardening is
done with such patience and con-
sistency that there are blooms
every month of the year. But this
morning, [ was noticing the street
sweepers.

The street sweepers are le-
gion. I have no idea what their
actual numbers are, but in the
center of the old town, where we
stay, you cannot walk down a
street from the first light of morn-
ing until well after dark without
encountering a person dressed in
red, with a homemade broom and
a sturdy dustpan affixed to a
stick. Litter does not stand a
chance in this town. Stray leaves
are corralled as they fall. And, to
me, the most amazing thing is
how they sweep up the confetti.

In San Miguel, there are a lot
of reasons to celebrate. There are
weddings every weekend, the city
throws a party every week, and
quinceafieras—the special 15%
birthday party celebrations for
girls in enormous poofy dresses—
occur nearly every day. And most
of these events involve confetti.

But between Valentine’s Day
and Easter, cascarones are sold
on the street by the boxful. Cas-
carones are just ordinary eggs
with the insides blown out, filled
with confetti. Children throw
them at each other. Lovers smash
them over each other’s heads. Ev-
eryone runs and laughs, hurling
confetti-filled eggs at one anoth-
er. It is a huge amount of fun. It
is also terribly messy.

And so, every evening without
fail, the street sweepers are out,
sweeping every fleck of confetti
and eggshell off the streets, a job
that would be tricky under any
circumstances, but is made much
more difficult because the streets
are made of brick and cobble-
stones.

They sweep up after parades
and wedding processions. After
the young quinceafiera has hiked
up her hoop skirt and moved on
(usually revealing a pair of sen-
sible sneakers beneath her volu-
minous skirts), the sweepers
move in.

This morning, I was out ear-
lier than usual, and I saw a pick-
up truck filled with street
sweepers. There was a white
fence around the pickup bed, and
the sweepers were standing in
the moving truck, talking and
laughing as they were deposited
at whatever street corner they
were scheduled to start work.
And I thought how much I have
to learn from the street sweepers.

It is easy to sweep up the big
messes. A lot of folks do it, in one
way or another. They get paid for
doing the bare minimum and that
is the end of it. But to do a job—
particularly a job that few peo-
ple truly appreciate—to do that
job really well takes a special
kind of dedication and, I believe,
repays the sweeper in a special
way.

Showing up earlier than ab-
solutely necessary, smiling at the
person I am working with, doing
a bit more than is required just
to make the next person’s work a
little easier—there is an intrin-
sic value to these things that
brings joy and a sense of accom-
plishment.

The sweepers show me the
value of a job well done, whether
one is creating something that
will last for decades, or sweeping
up the confetti that will surely
fall again later that day.

Till next time,

Carrie

Carrie’s debut novel, “Loon
Point,” is now available at both
local and online retailers.
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Bras For A Cause Raises $195,000 at 14th Annual Fundraiser,
Celebrating Community Spirit and Support for Cancer Patients

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

Debbie Holmelin can’t
stop smiling. The Bras For
A Cause board member
just smiles and chuckles
after watching the crazi-
ness and silliness of the
male models who perform
each year at Crosby’s no-
torious fundraising event
and the rowdy, fun re-
sponse of the audience.
She also has a smile on
her face days after the fi-
nal numbers came in re-
vealing the love of the
community for solving the
cancer puzzle.

“It wasn’t the record
year, but it was definitely
up there,” she said after
revealing the organization
had raised $195,000 dur-
ing the 14" Annual Bras
For A Cause event. Last
year’s reported number
was $172,000 so it’s a
$23,000 spike and wel-
come news.

The event is known for
its unique blend of enter-
tainment and philanthro-
py, featuring male models
donning decorated bras
and engaging the audi-
ence in lively performanc-
es. The crowd’s
enthusiasm translated
into nearly $6,000 in
tips—a record for the
event—and a live auction
of bras that brought in a
staggering $90,000. The
silent auction, fueled by
donations from local busi-
nesses and individuals,
set its own record at
$13,425, with items rang-
ing from Astros tickets to
vacation packages and
wine baskets.

Bras For A Cause oper-
ates as a 501(c)(3) non-
profit, opening doors for
broader support and tax-
deductible contributions.
The funds raised are dis-
tributed to several key or-
ganizations: Houston
Methodist Baytown Hos-
pital’s Pink Heals Fund
and Breast Center, Can-
dlelighters (supporting
children and families fac-
ing cancer), and Joseph’s
Warriors (providing aid to
young cancer patients at
Texas Children’s and MD
Anderson). Additionally,
the group reserves funds
to assist local individuals
directly, offering gift cards
for essentials like grocer-
ies and utility bills, and
even services such as
house cleaning for those in
need.

One of those happened
to be a scheduled speaker
at the event, Chelcie
Daniels. She wanted des-
perately to tell her story
and offer her thanks to the
charity for their help
along her journey. Daniels
died a week before the
event and her funeral was
on the same day as the
fundraiser. Instead of
Daniels, her best friend
stood before a hushed
crowd as she told Chelcie’s
story of resilience and
fight. Her family, despite
a long day with the funer-
al and receiving guests,
made their way to the Sat-

Here's the 2026 model crew including Robby Scott, Jason McWhorter, Robert Mitchell, Russell Ming, Stephen Prasek, Jose Fernandez, Gunnar Gates, Gary Newman, Adam Notgrass, Serapio Garza, Mike Stamper,
Shannon Talbott, Scott Straubel, Mikey Jarrell, Richey Holst, Daniel Balderrama, Justin Whittredge, Arturo Martinez, Chris Roettgers, Jakie Sims, and Joel Sanchez.

urday night fundraiser in
her memory.

“This is what Chelcie
would have wanted and so
we couldn’t miss it,” her
husband Marcus said.The
crowd drawn to a silence
and then reduced to tears
as the final dancer, Joel
Sanchez, explained his di-
agnosis as Stage 4 pancre-
atic cancer.

He offered his thanks to
BFAC for their financial
support, particularly after
his job laid him off follow-
ing his diagnosis. He
turned to BFAC for help
and they responded. So
did the Crosby communi-
ty. Following his an-
nouncement, the crowd
gave him a roaring stand-
ing ovation and ‘rained’
down money on the over-
whelmed 62-year-old. De-
spite his prognosis, he
insisted on being there,
and it was two of his doc-
tors who came to support
him and bought his bra.

Growing Reach

While the event began
as a local Crosby affair, its
reach has expanded,
drawing attendees and
sponsors from Dayton,
Liberty, Houston, Bay-
town, and beyond. Most
tables are purchased by
repeat supporters, but
new faces join each year,
eager to experience the
camaraderie and contrib-
ute to the cause. The
event’s popularity is evi-
dent in its consistent sell-
out status, with 50 round
tables and 14 cocktail ta-
bles filled each year.

Looking Ahead

Planning for next year’s
event is already under-
way, with organizers aim-
ing to continue the
tradition of generosity and
fun. The Bras For A Cause
Facebook page keeps the
community updated, high-
lighting models, sponsors,
and the impact of their
contributions. As Debbie
Holmelin puts it, “What-
ever we get is a blessing
and we're going to give it
out. We just say, thank
you for giving.”

The audience is cheering and she’s making it ‘rain’
for this special dancer at the Bras For A Cause

fundraiser.

Leila Bates from Bates Custom and Collision in

This fellas propellers was attractive to his ‘fans’ who came

out to support him.

Magic Joel Sanchez
brought tears and
cheers as he not only
danced for the raucous
crowd but shar ed his
story of being
diagnosed with Stage 4
pancreatic cancer. He
promised to fight his
diagnosis and thanked
BFAC for assisting him
financially after his
company laid him off.

Baytown and Channelview was enjoying the
view and ready to spread the money around.

Here's the 2026 model crew including Robby Scott, Jason McWhorter,
Robert Mitchell, Russell Ming, Stephen Prasek, Jose Fernandez, Gunnar
Gates, Gary Newman, Adam Notgrass, Serapio Garza, Mike Stamper,
Shannon Talbott, Scott Straubel, Mikey Jarrell, Richey Holst, Daniel
Balderrama, Justin Whittredge, Arturo Martinez, Chris Roettgers, Jakie
Sims, and Joel Sanchez.

This dancer’s bra was filling up with the dollars of  Dancer Mike Stamper of Sterling-White Funeral Home in Highlands is

adoring fans!

Happy Gilmore. The ladies liked his golf game.
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Freeway, Suite 360, Houston TX 77029.

project.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Sealed Bids, in duplicate, on Bid Forms provided, addressed to the Mayor and City Council of the
City of Galena Park, Galena Park, Texas, Harris County, will be received at the City Hall, 2000
Clinton Drive, Galena Park, Texas, 77547 until 10 AM., Thursday, March 26, 2026 and then
publicly opened and read for construction of the "Water Plant Rehabilitation CDBG-MIT.

Scope of Work: The work proposed in this project includes the rehabilitation of Water Plants
No. 1 and 2. The project includes the rehabilitation of the existing Ground Storage Tank, booster
pumps, chemical disinfection and feed system, MCC, an operations building, yard piping, on-
site paving, associated site work, and controls.

Accompany Bids with acceptable Cashier's or Certified Check in the amount of five percent (5%) of
the total amount bid, payable without recourse to the City, or a Bid Bond of like amount from an
approved surety company, as a guarantee that bidder will enter into a contract.

Plans, specifications and bidding documents for the project are available at https://bids.lja.com. For
each set issued a non-refundable charge of $50.00 for an electronic copy / $100.00 for a hard copy.
The hard copy may be obtained at LJA Engineering, Inc., East Houston Office, 11821 East

Examine documents at the East Houston office of LJA Engineering, Inc, Amtek Plan Room, Dodge
Data & Analytics, AGC of Texas, Construct Connect and the City.

All contractors/subcontractors must not be debarred, suspended or otherwise excluded from or
ineligible for participation in the System for Award Management (SAM.gov). An Active SAM
Registration is required to be submitted with this bid to be considered eligible to work on this

A Non Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held on Thursday, March 19,2026 at 10 A.M. at
the LJA Engineering, Inc., East Houston Office, 11821 East Freeway, Suite 360, Houston, Texas

77029.
City of Galena Park
Esmeralda Moya
Mayor 09-2t
I I
LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

at (713) 453-1811, ext.1415.

NOTICE OF SALE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY

Harris County Emergency Services District No. 12 (the “District”) will be conducting a sale of
surplus property online. The address of the listing site is https://bit.ly/460J GF. The surplus
property being sold is a 2006 Ferrara Spartan 107" Quint. The vehicle has approximately 21,061
miles. The District reserves the right to reject any and all offers to purchase the surplus property
if the District determines the rejection to be in the best interests of the District. Please be aware
that the surplus property is being offered for sale AS IS with NO WARRANTIES by the District.
To inspect the vehicle or to receive more information, please contact Deputy Chief Brian Bunnell

*

NS ROTARY: How did they do that?

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

David Proctor has read the Holy Bible for
years, dating back to his childhood. These
days, however, he’s reading another Good
Book. Just days after the North Shore Rotary
fundraiser last year, the Fish Fry Chairman,
as heis dubbed in the club, was handed a copy
of the North Shore Rotary Catfish Fry and
Crawfish Boil Bible.

The 3-inch binder is chock full of deadlines,
contacts, things-to-do lists, and wisdom from
years of previous presidents who have followed
the formula for producing the largest gross-
ing fundraiser on the eastside of Harris Coun-
ty.

Just weeks away from the big event, Proc-
tor is sharing some of that wisdom in a be-
hind-the-scenes look at how North Shore
Rotary continues to be a powerhouse for good
in the community.

For the North Shore Rotary Club, the most
important meeting about next year’s biggest
fundraiser happens just days after the last
plate of catfish and crawfish is served.

While the crowds are gone and the tents
come down, Rotarians are already back at the
table — debriefing, documenting lessons
learned, and, most importantly, reconnecting
with the sponsors who make the annual Fish
Fry and Crawfish Boil possible.

“We try to do it within the first two weeks
after the fish fry happens,” said David Proc-
tor, the club’s Fish Fry chairman. “We're talk-
ing about the things that went right and the
things that went wrong — and then we tack-
le how to fix those.”

That early review is more than a post-mor-
tem. It’s the first step in a year-long process
that begins almost immediately with sponsor-
ships — the financial foundation of what has
become the largest-grossing fundraiser on the
east side of Harris County.

Sponsors: The Seed Money

“The truth of the matter is, if we did not
have our sponsors, we could not pull this off
like we do,” Proctor said. “We could still do a
fish fry — just not to the magnitude of what
we do.”

Those relationships are cultivated year af-
ter year, starting almost as soon as the previ-
ous event ends. The club’s leadership meets
to review sponsor commitments, discuss re-
newals, and identify gaps before they become
problems.

“Sponsors are the seed money,” Proctor ex-
plained. “They allow us to do all the stuffthat
happens in preparation — long before the first
ticket is sold.”

Rotary leaders say those early conversa-
tions help stabilize the entire operation. Even
when a sponsor drops off unexpectedly, expe-
rience has taught them not to panic.

“It unnerves you,” Proctor admitted. “This
year it did me. I was like, ‘Oh my God, what
are we going to do? But then you remember
—ithappens. This thing works very well. We'll
find new sponsors and build it back up.”

Relationships Over Transactions

What makes the North Shore Rotary’s ap-
proach different, members say, is that spon-
sorship is never just about a check.

“We found out a long time ago that if we
could encourage some of their (sponsors) man-

Incoming President and Fish Fry Chairman David Proctor
looks over his responsibilities for the April fundraiser by
the North Shore Rotary Club.

agement to become Rotarians, it was much
more than just a check,” Proctor said. “That’s
skin in the game — they become a vital part
ofit.”

That philosophy has helped the club build
long-term partnerships with local industry,
small businesses, and major employers across
the region.

“Our location gives us a lot of leeway,” Proc-
tor said. “We're blessed with industry, oil and
gas companies, and businesses willing to
serve as sponsors.”

Those relationships are reinforced through
consistency. The Rotary Fish Fry formula
rarely changes, and sponsors know exactly
what they’re supporting year after year.

“We don’t change our formula much,” Proc-
tor said. “We keep things pretty standard.
That stability matters.”

Capturing Lessons While They’re Fresh

The week-after mindset also feeds into the
club’s legendary planning guide — a three-
inch binder known affectionately as the “Ro-
tary Fish Fry Bible.”

“It walks you through what you need to
do, and it tells you, ‘Don’t panic,” Proctor said.
“Focus on your dates. Get organized.”

Each year’s leadership adds notes from
their experience — including sponsorship tim-
ing, ticket ordering, and what not to wait on.

“Normally, we don’t wait until all the spon-
sor money is in our pocket to place certain
orders,” Proctor said. “We take pledges be-
cause we know they’re good for it.”

That kind of institutional memory is built
while the event is still fresh in everyone’s mind
— not months later when details fade.

“If we don’t address it early on, we're go-
ing to forget it happened,” Proctor said. “And
if we don’t put it in the Bible, we'll hit that
pothole again.”

A Year-Long Effort

By mid-January, planning accelerates into
daily activity, but the groundwork is laid al-
most immediately after the prior year’s event.

“It’s a moving thing — actually all year
long,” Proctor said. “But it doesn’t really fire
up until January. Still, the first week after
the fish fry? That’s when it really begins.”

For North Shore Rotary, success isn’t about
asingle Saturday or a secret recipe. It’s about
preparation, partnerships, and starting ear-
ly — especially with the sponsors who make
it all possible.

“Everything has a date attached to it,”
Proctor said. “And it all starts right after the
last one ends.”
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Jason Bateman, left, and David Harbour star in “DTF St. Lous.”

“DTF St. Lous.”

“No Other Choice”
(R) — From Park Chan-
wook, director of the
twisty erotic thriller “The
Handmaiden” (2016), this
South Korean thriller re-
ceived three nominations
at the Golden Globes but
was unfortunately over-
looked by the Oscars. For-
tunately, however, it is
impossible to overlook
lead actor Lee Byung-hun,
whom you might recognize
as the Front Man from
Netflix’s hit series “Squid
Game.” Lee, once again,
shows off his excellence in
playing a complete psy-
chopath; he portrays a vet-
eran employee who gets
laid off from his paper-
making job and becomes
desperate to land another
high-paying job. This des-
peration propels him into
dangerous action as he
decides to literally take
out the rest of the compet-
ing candidates. Out now to
rent. (Amazon Prime Vid-
€o)

“Sentimental Value”
(R) — The film distribu-

tor Neon has had great
success with its foreign-
language films this year.
In addition to the previous
film being one of Neon’s
successes for 2025, this
Norwegian drama re-
ceived a whopping nine
nominations for the Os-
cars, including Best Pic-
ture. Its second-billed
actor, Stellan Skarsgard
(“Dune: Part Two”), also
received the Golden Globe
for Best Supporting Actor
this year. Also starring
Elle Fanning (“A Com-
plete Unknown”) and
Renate Reinsve (“The
Worst Person in the
World”), “Sentimental
Value” is an emotional sto-
rytelling of a fractured re-
lationship between two
daughters, an actress and
a historian, and their film-
making father. As he at-
tempts to get his latest
project off the ground, he
and his daughters are
pushed to find common
ground after years of es-
trangement. Out now to
rent. (Apple TV+)

“The 32nd Annual
Actor Awards” (TV-PG)
— Formerly known as the
Screen Actors Guild (SAG)
Awards, the newly named
Actor Awards ceremony is
available to stream now.
Like other popular award
shows that refuse to pro-
vide fresh faces for the
crowd, the ceremony was
hosted by actress Kristen
Bell (“Nobody Wants
This”) for the third time.
“One Battle After Anoth-
er” led the film category,
while Seth Rogen’s “The
Studio” led the TV noms.
The supporting role cate-
gories are the most sur-
prising ones to watch
since the Critics Choice
Awards, Golden Globes
and BAFTAs all selected
different actors for this
award so far. Meanwhile,
Harrison Ford (“Star
Wars,” “Indiana Jones”)
received the Life Achieve-
ment Award for his leg-
endary feats in Hollywood.
(Netflix)

“DTF St. Louis” (TV-
MA) — This new HBO se-
ries is led by David
Harbour (“Stranger
Things”), Jason Bateman
(“Black Rabbit”), and Lin-
da Cardellini (“Nonnas”).
Described as a dark com-
edy miniseries, the show
follows co-workers Floyd
(Harbour) and Clark
(Bateman), who are best
buds minus the fact that
Clark is secretly having
an affair with Floyd’s wife.
After Clark successfully
convinces Floyd to down-
load a dating app called
DTF St. Louis, Floyd
shockingly ends up dead.
With investigators now
probing into his life, Clark
must supply them with as
much information as pos-
sible without giving up the
fact that he was double-
crossing his friend. The
first episode is available
now, with the subsequent
six premiering on Sun-
days. (HBO Max)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.

Q:What ever happened to the ac-
tress with blonde hair and blue eyes
who starred in “Orange Is the New
Black”? I haven’t seen her in any-
thing since. Is the show coming
back? — Y.R.

A: You're thinking of Taylor Schilling,
who starred as inmate Piper Chapman
in the hit Netflix series “Orange Is the
New Black.” The series ended in 2019
after seven seasons, and there are no
plans for its return. Schilling has done
steady work since, including two episodes
of her former co-star Nathasha Lyonne’s
Peacock series “Poker Face,” but her next
project is a lead one. It is a crime proce-
dural produced by Dick Wolf (“Law &
Order”) and is based on the memoir
“What the Dead Know” by former NYC
medical examiner Barbara Butcher.

The series will carry the same title as
the book but with Schilling playing a fic-
tionalized version of Butcher named Ava
Ledger. According to TVLine, Ava works
as a death investigator helping the
NYPD “crack their toughest cases” and
is “highly intelligent, hypervigilant, and
really good with dead bodies.” The series
is still in the early development stages,
with only Schilling’s casting being offi-
cially announced.

skkok

Q:Is it true that HBO paid James
Gandolfini to not take the role of
Michael Scott’s replacement on “The
Office”? Was this while he was film-
ing “The Sopranos”? — D.S.

A: Yes, according to B.J. Novak, one
of the writers and stars of the NBC com-
edy “The Office,” he was one of several
people who tried to convince James Gan-
dolfini to join the show after Steve Carell
exited in 2011. Reportedly, Gandolfini
was a huge comedy fan, and his favorite
movie was “The Rocker” starring Rainn
Wilson, who played Dwight on “The Of-
fice.”

“The Sopranos” ended in 2007, so
scheduling for the show wasn’t the issue.
According to actors Michael Imperioli
and Steve Schirripa (also of “The Sopra-
nos”), Gandolfini had a deal with HBO
to do the miniseries “The Night Of” and
paid him $3 million to decline NBC’s of-

Taylor Schilling as Piper Chapman in “OITNB”

fer. Sadly, Gandolfini died in 2013, and
James Turturro (“Severance”) replaced
him in the miniseries, while James Spad-
er (“The Blacklist”) was cast as the new
boss on “The Office.”

skeksk

Q: Who is the actress who plays
Harper on the HBO series “Indus-
try”? I’'ve never seen her before. —
G.B.

A:The actress was born as Myha’la
Herrold but simply goes by Myha’la. She
was born in California and studied mu-
sical theater at the prestigious Carnegie
Mellon University in Pittsburgh. Accord-
ing to an article in Elle, she told her
mother when she was just 6 years old
that she was headed to the Big Apple
someday because she wanted to be on
Broadway.

“Industry” has quietly grown into a hit
for HBO Max, but you can also catch her
in the 2025 film “Swiped” opposite Lily
James, “Dumb Money” with Paul Dano,
and “Bodies Bodies Bodies” with Pete
Davidson. Making her Broadway debut
is still on Myha’la’s bucket list.

Send me your questions at
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

ENTERTAINMENT




Page 8 Star % Courier / Press / North Channel STAR THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2026





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.2
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


