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63rd Channelview FFA Parade

Members of the Channelview FFA Parade color
guard march proudly down the roadway carrying
the United States and Texas flags.

See Story below & on Page 6.

VOLUME 14, NO. 14 (#610)

THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2026

Serving all of the North Shore -- Channelview, Cloverleaf, Sheldon, Galena Park, Jacinto City

www.northchannelstar.com

CHANNEL
CURRENTS

Safety Measure:
Parks to Close
Overnight in
Galena Park

GALENA PARK, TX
— City officials in
Galena Park have
announced new
safety measures
following a deadly
shooting Sunday
night that left one
man dead and two
others critically
injured at a
neighborhood park.

Effective
immediately, all city
parks will close daily
from 9:30 p.m. to
6:00 a.m. until
further notice.
Continued. See story on,
Page 3

San Jacinto
Pilot Club to
Host Bunco
Fundraiser
April 24

The San Jacinto
Pilot Club will host a
Bunco Fundraiser on
Friday, April 24, 2026,
at the Hampton Inn &
Suites Houston East
Beltway 8. Doors will
open at 5:30 p.m.,
with games beginning
at 6:30 p.m.

Location:

14120 KARISSA
COURT

HOUSTON, TX 77049

Tickets are $35 per
person in advance or
$40 at the door. A
table for 12 is
available for $500,
which includes wine,
a server, and
additional special
items.

For tickets or more
information, contact
any San Jacinto Pilot
Club member or email
SanJacintoPilotClub@

mail.com.

Mustangs Celebrate 2025 State Championship with
Banquet Honoring Perseverance and Brotherhood

By Allan Jamail

Baytown, TX. ~ March
30, 2026 at the Hyatt Re-
gency Convention Center
the North Shore High
School football team cele-
brated their State Cham-
pionship with a banquet
and awards ceremony
which was a fabulous
event fittingly for a Dynas-
ty.

Dynasty nowadays is
commonly referred to a
group of leaders, players
and or rulers producing
consistent successful ac-
complishments. GPISD’s
North Shore Mustang’s are
just that, a Dynasty.

Having won football
state championships of;
2003, 2015, 2018, 2019,
2021 & 2025 clearly

makes the Mustangs a
legitimate Dynasty.

And while doing this
under different head
coaches of David Aymond,

Dr. John Moore, Superintendant. First speaker at the

banquet.(Photo by Allan Jamail)

Willie Gaston, Head Coach North Shore Mustangs Third
speaker at the banquet.(Photo by Allan Jamail)

Kae Walker, Deputy Director of Athletics & Master of Ceremonies.

Second speaker at the banquet.(Photo by Allan Jamail|

Judge Joe Stephens. Keynote speaker at the
banquet.(Photo by Allan Jamail)

Jon Kay and Willie Gas-
ton, different trustees, dif-
ferent superintendants
and different athletic di-
rectors says it’s not just
about anyone individual.
It’s about the winning cul-
ture which exists in the
Eastside Community.

The banquet room was
filled with players, their
families, school officials
and the North Shore Mus-
tang Nation’s fan base.

The dinner was deli-
ciously prepared... a gar-
den salad, braised chicken
over creamy mash pota-
toes, topped with brown
gravy, steamed cauliflow-
er, broccoli and garnished
with sautéed kale. Choco-
late cake topped with
toasted pecans and lemon
squares with powdered
sugar, rolls, tea, coffee and

Continued. See MUSTANG'S
DYNASTY LIVES ON!, Page 2

Planning and Tradition behind
Rotary Fish Fry, set for April 25th

By David Taylor
Managing editor

For decades, the North
Shore Rotary Club has re-
lied on powerful rallying
cries to fuel its largest
fundraiser of the year: “Re-
member Rotary,” “Stay the
course,” and “All in for Ro-
tary.” As April approaches,
those calls to action are
once again bringing mem-
bers together to support a
fundraiser that sends hun-
dreds of thousands of dol-

lars back into the
community.
The groundwork for the

fundraiser begins long be-
fore the first ticket is sold.
According to former North
Shore Rotary president
Cary Stephens, everything
starts with securing corpo-
rate sponsors.

“The sponsors provide
the seed money to get

In last year's Raffle, Nicolas Izaguirre won the top prize, an SUV or truck
from Community Toyota, in the annual North Shore Rotary Catfish Fry and
Crawfish Boil fundraiser. Rotarian Mini Izaguirre sold the winning ticket.

things started and rolling,”
Stephens said.

That early funding al-
lows the club to cover up-
front costs such as
advertising, marketing,
posters, and tickets with-
out dipping into other Ro-
tary funds. Stephens
credited former Rotarian

and banker Mark Mulloy
with introducing the corpo-
rate sponsorship model
that transformed the fund-
raiser’s potential.

“He developed the idea
for corporate sponsors, and
his year was the first and
he raised somewhere
around $100,000,”

Stephens said. “The mon-
ey was used as seed mon-
ey to invest in the start of
the fundraiser.”

Once sponsorships are
secured, the club tradition-
ally kicks off the public
phase of the fundraiser
with a banquet designed to
energize members and of-
ficially launch ticket sales.
These kickoff banquets
have become memorable
events in their own right,
often built around creative
themes.

One of the most iconic
banquets was hosted by
former club president Jim
Gilbert, who drew inspira-
tion from Texas history.

The Remember Rotary
battle cry was taken from
‘Remember the Alamo. He
hosted the banquet at the
San Jacinto Monument,
where Rotarians were wel-
comed by perioddressed

Texian Army soldiers and
cannons.

Stephens utilized a
pokerthemed banquet dur-
ing his presidency.

“When the nolimit hold
’em card game was the
rage, my theme was ‘All in
for Rotary,” Stephens said.

At each kickoff banquet,
members receive their as-
signments—meal tickets,
raffle tickets, and promo-
tional materials—and are
encouraged to begin selling
immediately. Now the club
has streamlined some
costs by allowing members
to print materials them-
selves, the sense of shared
responsibility remains un-
changed.

The fundraiser itself is
a multiweek effort, com

Continued. See ROTARY FISH FRY
SET FOR APRIL 25TH!, Page 3

Channelview FFA Parade Caps Off 63rd Annual Livestock Show

By David Taylor
Managing editor

Strike up the band and
roll out the floats — the
63rd annual Channelview
FFA Livestock Show came
to a festive close Saturday,
March 28, 2026, with one
of the largest parades in
recent years.

This year’s parade hon-
ored Grand Marshal Mia
Young, the retired CISD
Career Technical Educa-
tion Director. Young
served 15 years in that
role, along with five years
as Channelview High
School’s Dean of Instruc-
tion and three years as as-
sistant principal, marking
a 30-year career in educa-
tion.

Parade entries lined up
at the former Schochler
Primary campus on Deer
Pass, following this year’s
theme, “Best Day Ever.”

Continued. See CHANNELVIEW
FFA PARADE CAPS OFF, Page 6
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Mustangs celebrate 2025 state championship with banquet
honoring perseverance and brotherhood: Dynasty Lives On!,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

water.

Dr. John Moore Super-
intendant began the 6:30
pm event welcoming every-
one. He recognized each
GPISD trustee by name,
and then he thanked the
sponsors, whose names
were on two giant screens
during the event.

SPONSORS: The Gale-
na Park ISD Education
Foundation, Satterfield &
Pontikes Construction,
Rice & Gardner Consult-
ants, United Community
Credit Union, VLK Archi-
tects, PBK Architects, Joe
Stephens Law Firm,
KNCS Services - Kenneth
Wimbley and PFluger Ar-
chitects.

Dr. Moore said the
team’s season started with
some unfortunate adversi-
ty. He said when he saw
the team getting off the
bus to play their first game
out of town he could tell
they were still dealing with
the adversity of the pass-
ing of one of their star
players. Even though they
lost the game it seemed
something positive came
from it, they began to come
together like a brother-
hood.

The team overcame that
hardship and displayed
perseverance and resil-
ience the rest of the sea-
son.

Dr. Moore said, “even
though they lost that first
game it was maybe a good
thing, sometimes losing
can ignite a spark and a
fire in you that you never
knew you had. The team
went on to bring home the
state championship.”

Master of Ceremonies
Kae Walker, who’s Depu-
ty Director of Athletics
gave his welcoming re-
marks and thanked every-
one from the trustees, the
administration, the play-
ers and the player’s par-
ents for their contributions
for helping to win the
championship.

He thank Supt. Dr.
Moore, and former Coach
David Aymond for partici-
pating in the video presen-
tation and the GPISD
Communications Video

Vivian Dancy, Athletic Director. Fifth speaker at the

banquet (Photo by Allan Jamail)

Team and the North Shore
High School Media Team
for all of tonight’s great
videos and photos.
Walker said after last
year’s 2024 championship
loss rumors circulated that
North Shores’s football dy-
nasty is over. Then he em-
phasized that those
naysayers are wrong, and
with a loud exclamatory

voice said, “We have just
begun”.

Walker concluded in
saying the Mustangs were
winners because they had
a bunch of DAWGS. The
word Dawgs when used in
football is players with im-
mense grit, relentless com-
petitiveness, and with a
high effort to play.

Mustang’s junior Kaden
Brandley blessed the food
so attendees could eat
while watching the videos
of the season’s highlights.
At the end of the ceremo-
ny he also gave the closing
prayer.

Judge Joe Stephens was
the Keynote Speaker, oth-
ers speakers were, Supt.
Dr. John Moore, Kae
Walker, Coach Willie Gas-
ton, Athletic Director Viv-
ian Dancy, NSSHS
Principal David Pierson
and Assist. Superinten-
dant Dr. Mechelle Epps.

Speakers during the
banquet on numerous oc-
casions used the words,
perseverance, brotherhood
and dynasty when describ-
ing the team.

Keynote Speaker Judge
Joe Stephens gave some of
his life’s personal experi-
ences. He said he was

David Pierson, NSSHS Principal. Sixth speaker at the

banquet (Photo by Allan Jamail)

raised in the eastside and
played for North Shore. He
said hard work and perse-
verance to succeed is what
helped him to achieve the
satisfaction of playing on
the Houston Rockets and
reaching other goals.

Stephens said to the
Mustangs ask yourself...
why not me, why not me be
to become a lawyer, or a
doctor or a successful po-
litical leader. He said to
them set your goals high,
shoot for the stars, even if
you miss you’ll still be up
with the stars.

Judge Stephens said
when the Friday night sta-
dium lights come on in the
eastside community and
when the Mustangs take
the field the community
becomes one in support of
the team. Folks put their
differences aside and root
for their Mustangs.

Mr. Walker said, “La-
dies and gentlemen, it’s my
honor to introduce the
leader of this state cham-
pionship football team. He
is also an Eastside kid who
graduated from North
Shore High School. He
played college football at
the University of Houston
and spent time in the NFL
with the Baltimore
Ravens. In the book called
It’s My Life, Matt Malat-
esta stated “Willie is tough
as a 10-day-old toast.” Well
that toughness carried
over to his players this sea-
son. Please give it up for
our Head Coach, Willie
Gaston!”

Coach Gaston received a
standing ovation when he

was introduced to speak.
He emphasized there were
lots of people deserving
recognition for their suc-
cessful title run.

Gaston said their sea-
son’s path to the title start-
ed with some adverse
conditions, but the players
persevered.

The title run was awe-
somely demanding, he par-
ticularly praised his
coaching staff which he
said sacrificed being away
from their family many
long nights during the
week and weekends.

He thanked the trust-
ees, the administration
and the athletic depart-
ment and said they gave
the team the support and
opportunity to compete in
the championship game.

Gaston said because of
athletic director Ms. Dan-
cy’s support the team was
able to bring home the
state title.

Gaston stressed he and
the coaches were not only
about teaching players
football but teaching them
how to succeed in a career
after football.

Coach Gaston is a
former Mustangs football
player, he’s made his way
back to become the Mus-
tangs first African Ameri-
can head coach to win a
state championship.

Walker then said he
wanted to introduce his
boss, the Godmother of
Athletics, our Athletic Di-
rector, Ms. Vivian Dancy.

Thank You, Mr. Walker.
As many of you know, ’'m
a woman of few words, so

Photo of a graphic taken at the event. By Allan Jamail

I'll keep this brief.

First, I want to thank
our Board of Trustees and
Dr. John Moore for the in-
credible support you pro-
vide to all students across
the district.

I also want to recognize
our amazing athletic staff:
Rosemary Garcia - Athlet-
ic Secretary,

Xenia Flores — Secre-
tary, Allison Campbell-
Campus Athletic Coordi-
nator, Willie Gaston -
Campus Athletic Coordi-
nator and Kae Walker,
Deputy Director of Athlet-
ics.

Director Dancy said
winning a championship is
costly; she said there are
lots of expenses involved,
lots of hard work by her
athletic department’s per-
sonnel. Your dedication
makes everything we do
possible.

I’d like to congratulate
Coach Willie Gaston, his
coaching staff, and all of
our football players for an
outstanding season and for
becoming the 2025 6A Di-
vision I State Champions.
What a remarkable
achievement!

Dancy concluded in say-
ing, “tonight you heard the
word persevere several
times, so what I want you
to do after tonight is every
time you hear the word
persevere think about the
2025 Mustangs.”

Principal David Pierson
said, “As I have listened to
all the wonderful things
said about this champion-
ship team all season long
and here this evening, I

CHANNELVIEW ISD NEWS

Spotlight on Mrs. Pena Lopez:
A Pillar of Support at New
Horizons Fine Arts Magnet

As National Assistant Principal Week continues, we honor Mrs. Pefia Lopez from
New Horizons Fine Arts Magnet for her unwavering dedication to student support
and campus success. Her commitment to fostering a thriving educational environ-
ment has made a significant impact, and we extend our heartfelt gratitude for her

invaluable contributions.

Mrs. Harris Honored During National
Assistant Principal Week

In celebration of National Assistant Principal Week, De Zavala Elementary is proud
to recognize Mrs. Harris for her exceptional dedication, leadership, and unwavering
commitment to supporting both students and staff. Her efforts have significantly
contributed to making the campus an outstanding environment for learning and per-
sonal growth. The school community extends its heartfelt gratitude to Mrs. Harris
for her invaluable contributions.

have become increasingly
humbled to have played a
small part in their young
lives. I can truthfully say
that these young men,
these state champions, are
admired and looked up to
as leaders on our campus.”

“There is not a young
man on this team who does
not take their leadership
role seriously because they
know the impact of their
attitude, drive, and pur-
pose on others. We admire
you for the perseverance
you have shown in pursu-
ing your goal — this cham-
pionship.”

Pierson concluded, “But,
I think the highest honor I
can pay you all this
evening is to say, your ac-
tions on the field, from
here to Dallas, and in the
halls of North Shore, have
changed the lives of count-
less others. And, I am one
of them! Thank you, 2025
6A Football State Champi-
ons— North Shore Senior
High Mustangs! As former
Principal Joe Coleman
would say,

You definitely whooped
up on ‘em!”

Dr. Mechelle Epps, As-
sist. Supt. for Student Sup-
port Services and Dr.
Sherrhonda Hunter, Exec-
utive Director for School
and Community Relations
organized the awards pre-
sentation to the players,
coaches, trainers and ball
boys. As these two ladies
always do they made the
presentations flawless.

Dr. Epps thanked all
her staff for their work in
preparing and putting to-
gether the banquet.

District Unites in Support of Military-
Connected Students on April 10

In a show of solidarity and appreciation, the district is calling on all residents to
wear purple on April 10 in support of military-connected students. Purple, represent-
ing all branches of the military, serves as a powerful symbol to honor the strength,
sacrifice, and resilience of these children and their families.

By donning purple attire, the community aims to come together and express grati-
tude for the contributions of military families who serve the nation in numerous ways.
This initiative seeks to foster a sense of unity and support for those who often face
unique challenges due to their military connections.

The district extends its heartfelt thanks to everyone who participates in this mean-
ingful event, encouraging a collective effort to recognize and celebrate the dedication
of military-connected students and their families.
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CHARLOTTE'’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

e a
Personal Responsibility

When did we refuse to accept personal responsi-
bility? It seems as if every day we are seeing reports
of senseless deaths, injuries, and heartaches. We see
the news on television, online or hear it on the radio.
Rarely does a week go by that we are not hearing
about a death or injury caused by an intoxicated driv-
er, an unsecured gun or uncontrolled anger. At some
point in the past sixty years or so, we decided we could
do what we wanted and we did not have to accept
responsibility when we failed. This is not working.

Repeatedly, I have seen friends, family and
strangers make a mistake and then blame it on ev-
eryone else. I know a mother who walked in as her
young daughter was about to be raped. Her words to
her daughter, in front of the animal who was about
to take away her daughter’s virginity was “Put your
clothes on. We will never talk about this.” Research
has shown that when a young child is being groomed,
molested, and damaged, they usually take on one of
three options. Either they will shut down and with-
draw in a state of depression, become promiscuous,
or run to relationships with others of the same sex.
Another friend shared about the night he was beaten
by his father for smoking marijuana after a friend’s
parent found evidence that he and her son had been
smoking at her home. Many adults will attest that
they too ventured into the use of drugs and alcohol to
numb the pain they were dealing with and did not
feel as though they could talk to their parents. What
would cause a child not to be comfortable talking with
their parents? Too often the parents had unresolved
trauma in their lives.

Why this trainwreck? For many years, families
relied on God and His teaching. Families did not have
distractions from television, cell phones, computers,
social media, such a wide variety of extracurricular
activities and so many options to spend their time
and their money. If you have read any of my columns
over the years, you have noticed that fact that my
faith is in God. It is not in a religion, but in a rela-
tionship. People will fail us every time. Religions will
fail us. Pastors, parents, employers, siblings, spous-
es, children, and friends will fail us. Yet when we have
a relationship with God, we learn that it is more im-
portant to worship Him for all He has done for us. It
is through our obedience to Him that we are blessed.

I have gone through many trials and many chal-
lenges that others could not understand much less
survive, but with God, I have hope and so many prom-
ises. I have learned to accept responsibility for my
mistakes, repent, ask for forgiveness where necessary
and to thank God for loving me. I wake up thanking
Him. Praying for the many needs in our world which
include my family, coworkers, neighbors and all the
way out to the people I may never meet that are fac-
ing the same challenges or more. It starts with lov-
ing God and accepting personal responsibility

- J

Rotary Fish Fry
set for April 25th,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

plete with weekly tick-
et turnins that give lead-
ership a realtime pulse on
progress. Friendly compe-
tition is a hallmark of the
process, with team cap-
tains motivating their
groups and prizes award-
ed to top sellers.

“It’s kind of a pride
thing of, you know, whose
team won,” Stephens said,
noting that North Shore
Rotary “loves a good com-
petition.”

The scale of the fund-
raiser underscores its im-
portance. In a typical year,
the event grosses around
$500,000 and nets approx-
imately $300,000 after ex-
penses such as food, prizes,
and vehicles.

“Every penny of the
fundraiser goes back into
our community, less the
expenses to put on the
event,” Stephens said.

Those funds support
scholarships, senior assis-
tance programs, youth
sports, and other local

needs—making the fund-
raiser the primary finan-
cial engine behind the
club’s charitable work.
Even during the challeng-
es of COVID19, the club
found ways to continue,
including hosting a virtu-
al version when inperson
gatherings were not possi-
ble.

Beyond fundraising,
members say the event is
also an opportunity to in-
troduce Rotary to new fac-
es.
“If things like this inter-
est you and you would like
to know more about how to
join Rotary and help your
community, come to the
Fish Fry and ask,”
Stephens urged the public.

As April’s fundraiser
draws near, the message
remains clear: success
comes from teamwork, tra-
dition, and a willingness to
go ‘all in’ and ‘stay the
course’ for Rotary and for
the community it serves.
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Community Events

51st Annual Catfish Fry, Crawfish
Boil, Live Auction, Silent Auction and
Reverse Ticket Draw is Saturday, April 25.
Serving line starts at 11 a.m. and the fun
continues until 3 p.m. If you are new to the
community—this is a MUST ATTEND event to
see service in action.

North Shore Exes Monthly
Luncheon will be held on Friday, April 10
at 11 a.m. at the Good Times Marina, located
at 11906 71/2 Street, Houston 77044.

East Houston Democrats will host a
Meet & Greet with Harris County
Commissioner Adrian Garcia on Thursday,
April 9 at 6:30 p.m. The event will be held
at the Pine Trails COmmunity Improvement
Association located at 6003 Woodbend.
Come out and hear driectly about what is
happening in our community from public
safety to infrastructure and everything in
between.

Free Hot Meal served at Fellowship of
the Nations, 13305 Woodforest Blvd, on
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 5 p.m. All
are welcome.

Please joi us for a Ladies Royal-Tea on
Sunday, April 19 at 12 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall of Fellowship of the Nations. Join us
for brunch and a speacial guest speaker.

Senior Adult Bible Study held each
Wednesday at Next Generation Church,
located at 13817 Force Street, Houston
77015 at 11:30 a.m.

The Annual North Shore Alumni
Plcnic is coming soon. It will be on Saturday,
May 2 at Deussen Park from 12 -6 p.m. Time
to call our classmates, former teachers and
join the fun. T-shirt orders are due SOON
Please visit Facebook Group “The Alumni of
the Sho “NSSH” for all of the informaiton.

\

\

SENIOR

NEWS LINE

by Matilda Charles

Exercising to Avoid Falls

If your weather is anything like mine right now, the
promised end of winter hasn’t happened yet, with storms
continuing to roll in every few days right on schedule.
The things that have not gone away yet, however, are
Covid, flu and RSV.

Which means that getting outside on a schedule for
exercise isn’t possible, and neither is working out on the
machines at the rec center among lots of other people.

Still, getting some kind of exercise is important. They
say we need 150 minutes of exercise per week (aerobic
and strength training combined), as well as balance
exercise. And all of those things can be done at home.

The benefits certainly make it worthwhile: maintain
muscle mass, improve our sleep, stay mobile, improve
mental health, stay independent, reduce risk of high
blood pressure.

And avoid falls. This may well be at the top of the list
of reasons to exercise. A bad fall can lead to hospitaliza-
tion, a need for surgery, loss of independence — all those
things we want to avoid.

All it takes is doing a few exercises to build our leg
strength, tighten our core and improve our balance.

Here are a few places online to get more information
about exercising for seniors:

Go to the Johns Hopkins website
(www.hopkinsmedicine.org) and search for “Balance and
Strength Exercises for Older Adults,” which includes two
exercise videos that can be done at home.

Check the Mayo Clinic website (mayoclinic.org).
Search for balance exercises.

Go to the CDC website (cde.gov) and search for “What
Counts as Physical Activity for Older Adults.”

Click the link to their free publication “Physical
Activity Guidelines for Americans” and scroll to Chapter
5, Active Older Adults. The 118-page publication is very
well done.

As always, check in with your health care provider to
ask about any new exercise before you start.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Parks to Close Overnight Following Fatal
Shooting in Galena Park

The city of Galena Park
also plans to implement
24-hour security monitor-
ing stations to increase
safety and provide faster
response times in emer-
gency situations.

In a public statement,
city leaders said the new
measures are intended to
provide a strong and visi-
ble security presence and
ensure direct communica-
tion with emergency dis-
patchers. Officials
emphasized that the rules
will be strictly enforced
and that compliance is
mandatory.

According to Harris
County Sheriff Ed Gonza-
lez, the shooting occurred
at a basketball court near
Keene Street and 14th

multiple shots were fired.

One victim was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.
Two additional men at-
tempted to flee but were
found a short distance
away suffering from gun-
shot wounds. Both were
transported to a nearby
hospital in critical condi-
tion.

City officials said the
new restrictions reflect
their commitment to pro-
tecting residents and
maintaining peace in the
community as the investi-
gation continues.

Street, where a group of
men had gathered to play
basketball. Authorities be-
lieve a fight broke out be-
tween two groups before

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim:
“I’mready to
invest in silver

& gold. How do 1
begin?”’

I’'m sure you’ve heard the expression, “Buy low
and sell high”.

The truth is...it doesn’t always work that way. You
can increase your level of success by buying or investing
on a regular basis regardless of whether the price is up
or down. This type of disciplined investing is also known
as “Dollar Cost Averaging”. Look, everyone would love
to buy low every time and sell high every time. That’s
simply not possible unless you have a crystal ball.

Many investors will buy, let’s say, stock in a big com-
pany like General Motors hoping that after they invest
the value of their investment will go up. When it starts
going down right away, a lot of these investors panic
and will sell their shares of that stock and take a loss.
My questions is...,“Why”? Why sell when the stock is
going down? Wouldn'’t it be better to buy more stock at
the lower price? Doing so is a great example of “dollar
cost averaging”. You take the 100 shares you bought at
say $100 per share and then the 100 shares you bought
at $70 per share and average the two purchases. In this
case, the 200 shares you purchased cost you an average
$85 per share (the average between $100 and $70).

Dollar cost averaging (DCA) in gold and silver involves
investing a fixed dollar amount at regular intervals (e.g.,
monthly), regardless of the price, to reduce the impact
of volatility and average out the purchase price over time.
This strategy is ideal for long-term investors aiming to
mitigate the risks of buying at a high price per ounce.

Mechanism: When prices are high, your money buys
fewer ounces; when low, it buys more, naturally lower-
ing your average cost.

Benefits: Reduces emotional decision-making, low-
ers volatility risk, and promotes disciplined saving.

Best for: Investors with long-term horizons, those
with lower risk tolerance, and consistent investors, such
as those using automated platforms.

Performance: While it can outperform lump-sum pur-
chases during volatile markets, it may underperform in
a strong, sustained upward market (bull market).

I'm Diamond Jim and I’'m a precious metals bullion
dealer (dealer in gold and silver bullion) with nearly 40
years of solid experience. Although I do not offer invest-
ment advice, I will answer your questions honestly and
factually. Stop by and see either Diamond Jim or Jim C
and begin securing your future today at Diamond Jim’s
PINEFOREST JEWELRY Experience!

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker. Pineforest Jewelry has
been a proud member of the Independent Jewelers
Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers Organiza-
tion (RJO) for many years. See more at:
wwuw.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

In North Shore,
nearly everyone
reads the
NORTH CHANNEL
STAR.

Your Hometown
Newspaper.
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OPINION

By BILL KING

Immigration Crackdown
Takes Toll on Harris
County Growth

According to the US Census Bureau’s estimates
released yesterday, Harris County grew last year
by just under 50,000, about half of what it grew in
2024. International immigration, which has
fueled the County’s growth for most of the last
decade, fell from 101,000 to 57,000. Nonetheless,
it still accounted for all of the County’s
growth. Without international immigration, the
County population would have declined by about
10,000.

It should be noted that Harris County is
overwhelmingly the preferred destination for
international migration within Texas. Last year,
while Harris County accounted for only 16% of
the state’s population, 34% of international
immigrants settled here.

The number of people moving out of the
County destined to somewhere else in the US
(domestic migration) grew from 31,000 to
43,000. The County has not had positive domestic
immigration since 2015. In the last ten years,
about 300,000 have left the County for other
places in the US.

The number of births and deaths in Harris
County held steady at about 67,000 and 31,000,
respectively, resulting in natural growth of
35,000. Because of the relatively young median
age in Harris County, it will likely sustain a
small natural increase for some time. However,
this will inevitably slowly fall as the County ages.

It is important to understand that the Census

Bureau’s estimates are as of July 1 each year. So,
the estimate released yesterday was as of July 1,
2025. This means that the range covered by this
estimate would have about seven months of the
Biden administration and about five months of
the Trump administration. Therefore, it is likely
that most of the international immigration into
Harris County occurred earlier in the year and
has slowed significantly since then.

It is noteworthy, however, that this estimate
does not indicate a mass exodus of immigrants, as
DHS claims. At Baker, we have been looking at
other data that might indicate a significant
outflow of immigrants, and so far, we are not
finding much. For example, we have been track-
ing the ridership on Metro’s Gulfton circulator
route. Gulfton is essentially Houston’s Ellis
Island, with many immigrants making their
home in that area when they first arrive. Metro
operates two bus lines that circle the area. It is
used by many immigrants for routine trips and to
connect to other lines to large employment
centers. Ridership on those lines steadily in-
creased in the last two years of the Biden admin-
istration, but has shown some deterioration since
Trump was elected.

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

Texas Poised to Lead Nation in Data Centers

Texas is poised to lead the
nation by 2030 in the number
of data centers, the Austin
A merican -
Statesman reported, surpass-
ing Virginia. The state
currently has 6.5 gigawatts of
data center capacity under
construction, accounting for
20% of the capacity added to
the U.S. pipeline last year.
One gigawatt can power about
750,000 homes on
average.Data centers provide
the infrastructure to support
both crypto currency facilities
and the growth of artificial in-
telligence. The centers require
huge amounts of power and
water to operate. The Electric
Reliability Council of Texas,
which operates most of the
state’s power grid, said the
continuing growth in data cen-
ters will increase Texas ener-
gy demand by 71% in the next
five years.Central Texas
has become the top data
center market in the country.
The American-Statesman
identified at least 55 complet-
ed or planned projects between
Temple and San Antonio in
2025.

PAXTON CALLS FOR
HANCOCK’S REMOVAL

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton called for Gov.
Greg Abbott to remove acting
state comptroller Kelly Han-
cock, calling him an “incompe-
tent loser,” The Dallas
Morning News reported. Pax-
ton said the governor should
replace him with Don Huff-
ines, who defeated Hancock in
the GOP primary race for the
post earlier this month.“Kelly
Hancock was rejected by Tex-
ans because he failed to do his
job. He failed to take me down
during impeachment, and his
career is over,” Paxton wrote
on X. “It’s time for him to be
fired.”Before his appointment
as acting comptroller, Hancock
served in the Texas Senate
and was one of two Republican
state senators who voted to
convict Paxton in his impeach-
ment trial. Paxton was
acquitted.The latest dispute
comes after Hancock sent a
letter to Paxton and to federal
officials, calling for stripping
the Houston Quran Academy
of its charter because of al-
leged ties to CAIR, the nation’s
largest Muslim civil rights ad-
vocacy organization. Abbott
has designated that group a
foreign terrorist organization.
The academy is suing to over-
turn the designation.

$116 MILLION IN FIFA SAFETY
GRANTS ANNOUNCED

The city of Houston and the
North Central Texas Council
of Governments, areas that
are both hosting FIFA World
Cup events, will receive $116
million in grants to provide for
safety personnel, equipment
and other public safety needs,
the governor’s office has
announced.“The FIFA World
Cup coming to Texas gives our
state a premier opportunity to
showcase all it has to offer,”
Abbott said in a news release.
“These public safety grants
will help ensure that travelers
visiting and traveling
throughout Texas can enjoy
our great state safely, will bol-
ster Texas’ efforts to combat
crime, and help prevent poten-
tial acts of violence.” The mon-
ey is coming from the federal
government under the omni-
bus budget bill passed last
year. The budget provides
$625 million in federal fund-
ing to host cities across Amer-
ica. The funds are allocated for
recipients to provide extensive
security to protect venues,
players, staff and attendees
against potential terrorist at-
tacks.

LICENSE SEEKERS WILL HAVE
TO PROVE THEY'RE IN
COUNTRY LEGALLY

Anyone seeking
a professional license in Tex-
as, from barbers to dog breed-
ers, will have to prove they are
in the country legally after
May 1, The Texas
Tribune reported. The state’s
Commission on Licensing and
Regulation last week adopted
a new rule that could affect
thousands of workers.A long
line of speakers at a hearing
urged the commission not to
adopt the rule, arguing it will
hamper the state’s economy
and push people to work with-
out a license. The commission
oversees the Texas Depart-

Taken together, the Census data and the local
data we have been tracking appear to indicate a
significant decline in international immigration —
probably close to zero, but not that there has been
a mass exodus of immigrants from the County.

The bottom line is that Harris County has
effectively become dependent on international
immigration for population growth. Without it,
stagnation or decline is the baseline. Therefore,
future federal immigration policy will probably
have no more impact on Harris County than any
other place in the state, and possibly the entire
country.

Author’s note: The numbers for the Houston
region show better population growth. More on
that next time.
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ment of Licensing and
Regulation.“TDLR has long
been evaluating verification of
license eligibility in line with
federal law. With the transfer
of the Texas Lottery to TDLR,
the recent launch of our licens-
ing system modernization
project, and increased focus on
combatting human trafficking,
the department is moving for-
ward with lawful presence ver-
ification,” Caroline M.
Espinosa, a TDLR spokesper-
son, said.TDLR attorney
Derek Burkhalter told com-
missioners that some non-cit-
izens will still be able to get
licenses if they are here legal-
ly; for example, if they were
granted asylum or admitted as
a refugee.“The proposed rules
do not impose a citizenship re-
quirement,” Burkhalter said.
“Individuals who are not U.S.
citizens may still be eligible for
licensure if they meet the eli-
gibility criteria.”

PEDESTRIAN, BICYCLIST
FATALITIES CONTINUE TO
INCREASE

With spring and warmer
weather here, there are more
pedestrians and cyclists out on
the road.More than 20% of all
Texas traffic fatalities involve
either pedestrians or cyclists,
according to the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation, which
is urging drivers to know and
follow the rules for sharing the
road.In 2024, 852 cyclists and
pedestrians were killed in
crashes on Texas roads. There
were 6,095 crashes involving
pedestrians and 2,761 crash-
es involving bicyclists. In
2025, there were 1,372 traffic
crashes involving pedestrians
in Texas and 527 traffic crash-
es involving bicyclists. In these
crashes, 186 people were
killed. “All of us share a re-
sponsibility to watch out for
each other, but people on foot
or riding a bike are most at
risk for serious injury or worse
in a crash with a car, which
means drivers must be extra
vigilant,” TxDOT Executive
Director Marc Williams said.

SLIGHTLY LESS ACTIVE
HURRICANE SEASON
PREDICTED

Hurricane season is a little
more than two months away,
and weather media outlet Ac-
cuWeather is predicting a
slightly less active season this
year than in 2025,
the Houston
Chronicle reported. However,
Texas and the Gulf Coast are
still at risk of being
hit.AccuWeather is forecast-
ing 11 to 16 named storms, in-
cluding four to eight
hurricanes. Of those, one to
three are expected to become
Category 3 or strong hurri-
canes, with winds of at least
111 mph. Three to six storms
could directly hit the United
States, including one to three
along the Gulf Coast, putting
Texas and neighboring states
at risk.Last year was the first
since 2015 without a hurricane
making a direct U.S. landfall.
Hurricane season runs from
June 1 to Nov. 30.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas journal-
ist. He published a number of
community newspapers in Tex-
as during a 30-year span, in-
cluding in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches, Lufkin
and Cedar Park.

Emal: gborders@texaspress.com.

_'*—

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

400 Square Feet

Last week, we thought we
would leave our little place in
Casa de los Soles.

If you've read my column,
you know about this place my
husband, Peter, and I stay in
while in Mexico. The interior
of our apartment will set you
right back to the 1980s. The
Formica countertop has seen
better days. I write in a cor-
ner of the living room and
have exactly 6 inches between
the back of my office chair and
the end of the couch. Peter
measured our apartment, and
it is 400 square feet—and that
includes a rather large bed-
room.

So, last week, we decided to
look around for a place with a
little more space. We told our
landlord, Jorge, we were
thinking about doing this, and
he said he understood, and we
went looking at apartments.

We did not make it easy on
ourselves. In addition to lov-
ing this particular place, we
love the neighborhood it is in,
and the street it is on, so our
circle of investigation was
small. When we heard of an
apartment for rent just a block
away and on the same street,
we were very excited.

The apartment was much
bigger. It had a fireplace and
a rooftop terrace. It had two
bedrooms and a full dining
room. It would need a little
work, but we were very excit-
ed. We met with the landlord
two days later.

But later that night, I start-
ed to think about what we
would have to do to live in that
apartment. There was nothing
on the walls. There was not a
lot of furniture. The couch
looked a little worse for wear.
The furniture on the roof need-
ed replacement. None of it was
big stuff, but it added up.

We'd have to pay an elec-
tric bill. If we wanted house-
keeping, we’'d have to figure
that out and pay for it. We'd
have to get our water and our
gas delivered. We’'d have to get
the garbage out on the curb on
the right days at the right
time—which, in the center of
an old town with cobblestone,
one-way streets, is not as easy
as it sounds.

I lay in bed that night and
thought of all the things I don’t
have to worry about now, like
having regular internet and a
front desk that will accept our
deliveries and someone on
staffif we ever have a medical
emergency.

Then I thought about the
things that give me such joy
here: the lively restaurant be-
low, which will deliver lunch
right to our door. The staff
that will store my computer
monitor and my clothes and
take them out again when we
arrive. The bouquet of flowers
that is always waiting for me
when we check in. The going-
away party that the entire
staff throws for Peter and me
when we leave at the end of
the season. And the kindness
of Jorge, our landlord who,
whenever we have a request,
no matter how unusual, will
say, “Certainly!”

I thought of how very easy
my life was in 400 square feet,
how free of worries, and of how
much writing I had accom-
plished sitting at my little
green Formica desk with the
fresh flowers in front of me.

I talked to Jorge the next
day. “We love this place too
much to leave!” I told him. And
I felt tearful.

Then I looked with fresh
eyes at my 400 square feet and
realized there was a lot I could
do in this space. Because right
now, 400 square feet is more
than enough.

Till next time,
Carrie
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Baytown Debate Coach
Charged in Al Deepfake Case

Baytown, Texas —
Rigoberto “Rigo” Ruiz, a
respected debate coach at
Lee College, is facing
criminal charges after al-
legedly creating a sexual-
ly explicit Al-generated
deepfake video using the
image of a woman known
to both him and his then-
girlfriend. Ruiz has been
charged with unlawful
production of sexually ex-
plicit media, a case that
may set a precedent for
Texas laws concerning
Al-generated content.

The incident came to
light when Ruiz’s then-
girlfriend discovered the
video on his phone and
promptly alerted the au-
thorities. Investigators
reported that the video
depicted the complainant
in a sexual scenario that
never occurred, using ar-
tificial intelligence to ma-
nipulate a photo of the
woman. Court documents
indicate that the video
was made with the intent
to deceive, portraying a
real person in an act that
did not take place.

In response to the
charges, Lee College has
placed Ruiz on leave. Ruiz
has not made any public
statements regarding the

Rigoberto Ruiz, Debate Coach at Lee College

allegations. Legal ex-
perts, including defense
attorney Neal Davis, have
noted the rarity of such
charges, highlighting the
rapid evolution of tech-
nology and its intersec-
tion with existing legal
frameworks. Davis, who
reviewed the court docu-
ments, mentioned that
while explicit material
cases are common, they
typically involve real peo-
ple and recordings. The
current case, he said, un-
derscores the novelty of
laws targeting Al-gener-

ated deepfakes, particu-
larly in Texas.

“This was discovered
on his phone, and the de-
fendant allegedly con-
fessed,” Davis stated.
“The complainant was
contacted and said she
did not consent to this.”

Ruiz’s attorney has de-
clined to comment, and a
court hearing is sched-
uled for later this week.
The outcome of this case
could have significant im-
plications for the future of
Al-related offenses in
Texas.

Man Charged After Toddler
Shooting in Channelview

CHANNELVIEW, TX -
A 2-year-old was flown to
the hospital, and a 25-
year-old man is in jail af-
ter an accidental shooting
in the Channelview area,
according to the Harris
County Sheriff’s Office.

Deputies said the inci-
dent took place at a home
on Onaleigh Drive on Fri-
day afternoon.

The victim’s grandfa-
ther said the family was
at his home, having lunch
and spending time in the
living room, when they
heard a gunshot. They
ran into the bedroom and
found the child had been
shot in the head.

“My wife, she went to
my room, freaked out,
screaming, loud like call
911, she cannot even talk,
she had blood on all her,
on her clothes,” Juan, the
grandfather, said.

Juan said that when
they went into the bed-

room, a four-year-old
child was holding the
gun, and a two-year-old
child was shot and bleed-
ing.

The sheriff’s office said
the family called them
shortly after noon, and
the child was flown to a
nearby hospital, where he
was rushed into surgery
and was in critical condi-
tion.

Juan said the gun be-
longed to his son’s friend
and claimed it was stored
high up in a closet. Inves-
tigators couldn’t tell yet
where the gun was kept,
but said it was unsecured
and accessible to the chil-
dren.

In an update on Friday
night April 3, Sheriff Ed
Gonzalez said Santiago
Daniel Canet was crimi-
nally charged with mak-
ing a firearm accessible to
a minor. Gonzalez also
said that Canet was a

friend who was visiting
the family from out of
town and added that he
was booked in the Harris
County Jail.

“It’s always important
to secure the firearm for
anyone who is thinking
about buying a firearm
that does not have one. If
you have children or chil-
dren might visit your
home, they are spontane-
ous, they are curious. So
if you do not have enough
money to buy a safe or
anything to secure the
handgun or any firearm,
then you should not buy
it,” Harris County Sher-
iff’s Major Ben Katrib
said.

After the shooting, the
sheriff’s office said the
family put the gun in a
car. Investigators said
everyone stayed at the
scene and cooperated
with the investigation.
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Channelview FFA Parade caps off 63rd annual livestock show,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Floats were encouraged
to highlight life’s joyful mo-
ments as the procession
traveled down Deer Pass to
Woodforest Boulevard,
drawing enthusiastic
crowds along the route.
The parade then turned
north onto Sheldon Road,
passed the district admin-
istration building and con-
cluded at the new William
Jennings Athletic Com-
plex.

With numerous entries,
the parade stood out for its
size and energy, especial-

ly with the participation of
the band and drill team,
whose performances
helped energize spectators
throughout the route.

Organizers adjusted the
timing of both the parade
and the week-long live-
stock show this year to
avoid overlapping with the
Easter holiday.

“We had to move away
from Holy Week,” said
Wesley Hutchins, director
of the CVHS FFA. “We just

couldn’t have our show fin-

ishing out on the day be-
fore Easter and
interrupting Good Friday.
That’s a big family day.”

Hutchins said the show
and parade are expected to
return to their traditional
schedule next year. “We’ll
be back to the first Satur-
day in April,” he said, add-
ing that the organization
appreciates the continued
support from the Channel-
view community.

*
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Margot Robbie, left and Jacob Elordi star in “Wuthering Heights."”

“Wuthering Heights.”

“Avatar: Fire and
Ash” (PG-13) — After an
incredible run at the box
office that earned 20th
Century Studios $1.487
billion, the third “Avatar”
installment is out now to
rent on video on demand.
Picking up right where
“The Way of Water” left
off, “Fire and Ash” thrusts
viewers immediately into
action as Jake (Sam Wor-
thington) and Neytiri’s
(Zoe Saldana) family em-
bark on a trip to drop off
Spider (Jack Champion)
at the human scientist
camp. Of course, nothing
goes to plan as their ships
get ambushed on their
way there, leaving the
family separated and sus-
ceptible to danger. Addi-
tionally, a new Na'vi tribe
is featured, called the
Mangkwan — volcano-
dwelling killer warriors
who are led by a matriarch
named Varang (Oona
Chaplin). The world of

Pandora is still as immer-
sive and vibrant as ever!
(YouTube)

“The Bride!” (R) —
Director Maggie Gyllen-
haal (“The Lost Daugh-
ter”) and Oscar winner
Jessie Buckley (“Ham-
net”) teamed up for the
second time for this Goth-
ic romance film about the
Bride of Frankenstein.
Buckley plays the titular
character, who gets re-
vived by Dr. Euphronius
(Annette Bening) for
Frankenstein (Christian
Bale) to have as a compan-
ion. However, Franken-
stein’s eccentric bride had
a previous life that was
spent in the shadows, and
even though she loses her
memory when she’s re-
vived, her old life seeps
into their current reality
together. The pair also go
on an accidental killing
rampage, which keeps De-
tective Jake Wiles (Peter
Sarsgaard) and his assis-

tant, Myrna (Penelope
Cruz), hot on their tails!
Available on April 7 to
rent. (Amazon Prime Vid-
€o)

“Wuthering Heights”
(R) — This week brings us
a ton of new movies that
were awaiting their video-
on-demand release dates!
The next one up is direc-
tor Emerald Fennell’s
(“Saltburn”) reimagining
of Emily Bronte’s 1847
novel. She chose Margot
Robbie (“A Big Bold Beau-
tiful Journey”) as her
Cathy and Jacob Elordi
(“Frankenstein”) as her
Heathecliff, which un-
doubtedly contributed to
the film’s $236 million
gross at the box office.
Those who’ve read the
novel or seen previous ad-
aptations know that
Cathy and Heathecliff’s
love story is one of trage-
dy, despair and longing.
But set against Fennell’s
uniquely modern direc-
tion, their romance would
make anyone swoon. Out
now to rent. (Fandango at
Home)

“Pillion” (R) — Last
but not least is this dark-
comedy romantic drama
led by Harry Melling
(“The Devil All the Time”)
and Alexander Skarsgard
(“Succession”). If you
thought the hockey show
“Heated Rivalry” was
juicy, just wait until you
rest your eyes on this film.
It follows the intimacy
journey of a shy gay man
named Colin (Melling).
Lonely and desperate to
feel intimacy, Colin en-
counters local biker Ray
(Skarsgard) and begins a
BDSM relationship with
him. At first, Colin enjoys
their strict, no-nonsense
dynamic, but after some
time, he wonders wheth-
er his feelings for Ray (and
perhaps Ray’s feelings for
him) can move their rela-
tionship into a more ro-
mantic light. Out now to
rent. (Apple TV+)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.

Q:I never watched “ER” when it
was on, but I started watching it on
HBO Max. I read that the actor who
plays Dr. Abbot on “The Pitt” was
also on an episode of “ER.” Which
season was it? — W.P.

A:Spanning 15 seasons long, “ER” was
such a long-running show that there are
actually several actors who’ve appeared
on both shows. Shawn Hatosy, who has
already won an Emmy for playing Dr.
Jack Abbot on “The Pitt,” guest-starred
on “ER” 20 years ago. You can see him in
episode 7 of season 13 playing a young
man with a dissociative identity disorder.

The episode, which was directed by
John Wells, one of the executive produc-
ers of “The Pitt,” led to future collabora-
tions between the two. Hatosy told
TVLine, “That one role ... changed every-
thing,” leading to parts on other Wells’
productions like “Animal Kingdom” and
“Southland.” He adds, “When you’re do-
ing a guest [spot], you just don’t know who
you're going to change the mind of for the
future.”

Other familiar faces from “The Pitt” to
look out for while bingeing “ER” include
Katherine LaNasa (charge nurse Dana),
Ernest Harden Jr. (cirrhosis patient
Louie), Rusty Schwimmer (clerk Monica),
and Jeff Kober (biker Duke). Of course,
we can’t overlook Noah Wyle, who final-
ly won his first Emmy Award after just
one season of “The Pitt.” He played Dr.
John Carter for 11 seasons on “ER.”

ki

Q:When is the “Supergirl” movie
coming out? I saw a hint of it during
the “Superman” credits. Will “Super-
man” be in the film, too? — D.Z.

A:Roughly one year after James
Gunn’s “Superman” grossed over $600
million worldwide, “Supergirl” will pre-
miere in theaters on June 26. While Gunn
isn’t directing the movie (the equally tal-
ented Craig Gillespie is), his creative ge-
nius should definitely be all over it as the
co-chairman and CEO of DC Studios.

“Supergirl” stars Milly Alcock, an Aus-
tralian actress who’s already known to
American audiences for her role as the
young Rhaenyra in the “Games of
Thrones” prequel series “House of Drag-

Shawn Hatosy as Dr. Jack Abbot in (“The Pitt”)

on.” David Corenswet will reprise his role
of “Superman” in what is said to be a “big
brother” capacity, and none other than
Jason Momoa will star as intergalactic
bounty hunter Lobo.

sekck

Q: Why is “Paradise” coming back
for just one more season? Isn’t it re-
ally popular? — G.D.

A:Yes, “Paradise” is a big hit for Hulu
and for star Sterling K. Brown, but the
creative minds behind the series are firm
in their decision that it should end soon-
er rather than later. Executive producer
and writer John Hoberg told the Holly-
wood Reporter back in February, “We
know what the end is, and it’s an end that
would make it very difficult to make a
season four come afterward.”

He also acknowledges that the show
has shifted from a “postapocalyptic sur-
vival drama” into a “sci-fi story. “But he’s
also stated that he actually views the
show as more of a Western and that
Brown’s character is a “Western hero”
with an “uncompromising goal.”

Send me your questions at
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

ENTERTAINMENT
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