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San Jacinto Reenactment Draws Crowds,
Highlights Texas’ Fight for Independence

Heidie Hardin, left, warms the coffee by the fire while Leslie Sproat checks
the potatoes being cooked over the open fire.

Michael Sproat, the curator at the Sam Houston Memorial Museum and
Republic of Texas Presidential Library in Huntsville, prepares to shoot
during the Battle of San Jacinto. He played the doctor who tends to Gen.
Sam Houston during the reenactment.

Continued. See THOUSANDS
WATCH SAN JACINTO, Page 5

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

CROSBY — Gov. Greg
Abbott visited Crosby
Thursday to spotlight the
new Texas Jobs Council
and tour the International
Training & Education
Center, the flagship facili-
ty of the International
Union of Operating Engi-
neers (IUOE) that trains
operating and stationary
engineers from across
North America.

“The training and skills
learned by workers like
those behind me are help-
ing ensure Texas has the
best workforce in the na-
tion,” Abbott said. “The
Texas Jobs Council is de-
livering on that by equip-
ping our current workforce
with the resources they

Gov. Abbott Tours Crosby Training Facility (IUOE)
Highlights New Texas Jobs Council and Workforce Investments

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott was in
Crosby, Texas touring the
International Union of Operating
Engineers (IUOE) facility that trains
operating and stationary engineers
from across North America.

need to enhance their
skills and develop premier
j o b  t r a i n i n g  a t  h i g h
schools, colleges, and ap-
prenticeship programs.”

During remarks at the
training center, Abbott
emphasized aligning ca-

reer training with the
needs of Texas employers
and preparing Texans to
fill high-demand roles. He
also credited the state’s

business  c l imate  and
workforce pipeline as driv-
e r s  o f  c o n t i n u e d  j o b
growth.

“I consider this to be the

premier facility of this
kind in the country,” Ab-
bott said after touring the
campus. “Components of
this can be — and I would

say must be — replicated
across the state.”

Abbott said the facility
demonstrates “the resourc-
es that are going into mak-
ing sure that we provide a
well-trained, skilled work-
force,” adding that efforts
like the Jobs Council are
intended to help Texas
“continue to have the best
workforce in the United
States.”

Abbott noted that Tex-
as has invested more than
$7 billion over the past two
years in career training
programs statewide. He
also cited House Bill 20
and House Bill 120, signed
into law last year, which
expands career and techni-
cal education oppor

Continued. See GOVERNOR TOURS
7 BILLION IN CAREER, Page 6

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

LA PORTE — Musket
fire cracked across the
grounds near the San Ja-
cinto Monument on Satur-
day as cannons boomed
and reenactors surged
through drifting smoke,
shouting “Remember the
Alamo!” and “Remember
La Bahía!” Thousands of
visitors watched the annu-
al Battle of San Jacinto re-
enactment, a two-day
event presented by the
San Jacinto Museum and
the Texas Historical Com-
mission to mark the deci-
sive clash that helped
secure Texas’ indepen-
dence.

Beyond the battlefield
spectacle, organizers and
volunteers said the week-

end is meant to function as
a living-history classroom.
F a m i l i e s  a n d  s c h o o l
groups moved between
campsites where reenac-
tors demonstrated period
tools, clothing and daily
routines, helping visitors

understand the weeks
leading up to April 21,
1836, when Gen. Sam
Houston’s outnumbered
army surprised Mexican
forces near present-day La
Porte.

Among those returning

year after year is John
Luna, a retired reenactor
originally from San Anto-
nio who now lives in Ar-
lington. Luna said he has
made the drive annually
since 2015.

For much of the past de-

cade, Luna has portrayed
Juan Seguín, the Tejano
leader and soldier who
fought alongside Anglo
Texians during the revolu

By Allan Jamail

Houston, TX – April 14,
2026 Kenneth W. Bryant
Jr. the GPISD North Shore
tenth grade campus prin-
cipal was recognized as the
39th Annual Principal of
the Year by the Houston
Area Alliance of Black
School Educators, an hon-
or recognizing his leader-
s h i p ,  s e r v i c e ,  a n d
commitment to education-
al excellence.

Last year I did an arti-
cle about Bryant when he
created as a first for the
North Shore Campus an
art project where students
competed by designing a
graphics to best represent
the promotion of unity
amongst the student body.
The winning design was
imprinted on tee shirts and
worn throughout the cam-
pus by students and the
faculty on Unity Day.

Principal Bryant said,
“Being selected as Princi-
pal of the Year is truly
humbling. This recognition
is not about one person—
it reflects the collective

Kenneth Bryant Principal of The Year
North Shore High School

Kenneth W. Bryant Jr. principal of the year. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

work of dedicated educa-
tors, supportive families,
and a community that be-
lieves in our students. I re-
m a i n  c o m m i t t e d  t o
standing in the gap and
ensuring every student
has the opportunity to suc-
ceed.”

Bryant can most always
be seen at athletic events
where he’s congratulating

the students for their tal-
ent and encouraging them
as they compete.

He’s known for leading
with purpose, faith, and a
deep commitment to stu-
dent success. Under his
leadership, the campus
continues to build a cul

Continued. See KENNETH W.
BRYANT PRINCIPAL, Page 2

San Jacinto Pilot Club
to Host Bunco
Fundraiser April 24

The San Jacinto Pilot Club
will host a Bunco Fundraiser
on Friday, April 24, 2026, at
the Hampton Inn & Suites
Houston East Beltway 8. Doors
will open at 5:30 p.m., with
games beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Location:
14120 KARISSA COURT
HOUSTON, TX 77049

Tickets are $35 per person
in advance or $40 at the door.
A table for 12 is available for
$500, which includes wine, a
server, and additional special
items.

For tickets or more
information, contact any San
Jacinto Pilot Club member or
email SanJacintoPilotClub@

gmail.com.

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

The countdown is on for
the 51st annual North
Shore Rotary Catfish Fry
and Crawfish Boil, and
fundraiser chair David
Proctor says the event’s
biggest challenge isn’t the
fish, the tents or the auc-
tion—its making sure
enough people show up at
the right times to keep the
day moving.“Today is basi-
cally making sure every-
body feels comfortable,
everybody’s healthy, ev-
erybody knows what their
job is,” he said. “Nobody
has any last-minute things
that they’re panicked
about. We’ve done very
well.”

The annual fundraiser,
held at the North Shore
Rotary Pavilion on Wallis-
ville Road this Saturday
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
draws crowds for catfish
plates and crawfish, along
with live and silent auc-

NS Rotary’s Fish Fry this
Saturday April 25, as Rotarians

prepare Auction, Raffle and Food

tions that help fund the
club’s community projects
throughout the year. Proc-
tor, who is expected to be
installed as club president
this summer, said the be-
hind-the-scenes  work
stretches across months—
but the pressure spikes in
the final week as the club
shifts from planning to ex-

ecution.
A key lesson from recent

years, Proctor said, is that
volunteer turnout is strong
early and then thins out
when the event is still in
full swing. “We learned
that volunteers show up at

Continued. See NS ROTARY
PREPARES FOR 51ST, Page 3

BRITTNEY GRINER RELOCATES TO
HOUSTON, Page 2

JUSTICE SERVED IN ALMENDAREZ
MURDER TRIAL, Page 4

Top Scholars - GPHS

Annual Battle of San Jacinto
Reenactment

John Luna, a retired
reenactor originally from
San Antonio who now
lives in Arlington has
portrayed Juan Seguín,
the Tejano leader and
soldier who fought
alongside Anglo Texians
during the revolution.

See Story below &
on Page 2.

The governor boasted the nation’s top facility of its kind in the nation and said Texas should replicate what’s
being done, potentially on a different scale, to promote more trades jobs.

A Live Auction is an exciting part of the Fish Fry event, seen last year.
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ture grounded in high
expectations, strong rela-
tionships, and meaningful
engagement with stu-
dents, families, and the
community.

His journey in education
is rooted in service and
growth. He began as a sub-
stitute teacher, where he
quickly discovered a pas-
sion for working with stu-
dents. He later served as

Kenneth Bryant principal of
the year North Shore HS,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

an in-school suspension
(ISS) monitor, using that
role to build relationships
and positively influence
campus culture.

His commitment to stu-
dents led him into the
classroom as a teacher,
where he developed his in-
structional practice and
deepened his impact. From
there, he transitioned into
administration, serving as

an assistant principal be-
fore  ult imately  being
named campus principal.

Each step along the way
has shaped his belief that
education is both a calling
and a responsibility to
serve others. His leader-
ship centers on ensuring
every student is seen, sup-
ported, and prepared for
s u c c e s s  b e y o n d  h i g h
school.

HOUSTON - Ten-time WNBA All-Star
Brittney Griner is finalizing a seven-fig-
ure deal to join the Connecticut Sun,
sources confirmed to ESPN on Friday.

The move comes as the Sun prepare for
their final season in Connecticut before
the franchise’s relocation to Houston in
2027. Griner, 35, is a Houston native and
played collegiately at Baylor.

The terms of the agreement are un-
known. Sun sideline reporter Terrika Fos-
ter-Brasby first reported the deal.

Griner will join a team that is building
around a young core, including Connecti-
cut draftees Leila Lacan, Saniya Rivers
and Aneesah Morrow, as well as recently
acquired players Diamond Miller and
Aaliyah Edwards.

Griner, a 6-foot-9 center, is a six-time
All-WNBA and seven-time All-Defensive
team selection, two-time Defensive Play-
er of the Year, eight-time blocks leader
and two-time scoring champion.

Prior to last season, she had spent her
entire career with the Phoenix Mercury,
who drafted her No. 1 in 2013. She helped
them win a championship the following
year.

Last year was the start of a new era
for Griner as she left Phoenix to join the
Atlanta Dream. She registered a career
low in minutes (20.8), points (9.8), re-
bounds (5.2) and blocks (1.2) and was two-
time scoring champion.

Prior to last season, she had spent her
entire career with the Phoenix Mercury,

Brittney Griner to join Conn.
Sun, then Relocate to Houston

Brittney Griner during a women’s basketball
quarterfinal round game against Australia at 2020
olympics

who drafted her No. 1 in 2013. She
helped them win a championship the fol-
lowing year.

Last year was the start of a new era
for Griner as she left Phoenix to join the
Atlanta Dream. She registered a career
low in minutes (20.8), points (9.8), re-
bounds (5.2) and blocks (1.2) and was
coming off the bench by the end of the
season.

Griner has also had an illustrious in-
ternational career, including as a three-
time gold medalist with USA Basketball.

She missed the 2022 campaign after
being wrongfully detained in Russia for
nearly 10 months.

GALENA PARK ISD NEWS

Story Credit to
Department of Communi-
cation Services,

On April 13, 2026, the
Galena Park ISD Board of
Trustees recognized three
outstanding

G a l e n a  P a r k  H i g h
School students for achiev-
ing a historic milestone in
the district’s athletic pro-
gram. Colton Baldwin, Ce-
sar Martinez, and Sara
Martinez earned qualifica-
tion to the 2026 UIL State
Swimming and Diving

Board of Trustees Recognized
Galena Park HS Swimmers

Championships.
Colton Baldwin quali-

fied in the 200 Individual
Medley, a highly demand-
ing event requiring profi-
ciency across all  four
competitive swimming
strokes. Cesar Martinez
secured his place at the
state meet in the 500 Fre-
estyle, one of the most
cha l l eng ing  d i s tance
events in high school
swimming. Sara Martinez
qualified in the 100-meter
Butterfly, showcasing ex-

ceptional speed and tech-
nical skill.

On behalf of the Galena
Park ISD Board of Trust-
ees and the Superinten-
dent of Schools, Dr. John
Moore, each student was
presented with a certifi-
cate and medal in recogni-
tion of their exceptional
achievement. Galena Park
ISD congratulates these
student-athletes on their
dedication, discipline, and
success, and wishes them
continued excellence.

CHANNELVIEW ISD NEWS

Channelview ISD is celebrating National Volunteer Week by recognizing the in-
valuable contributions of its dedicated volunteers. These individuals generously offer
their time, talent, and heart to support students and schools, playing a crucial role in
strengthening the community. The district extends its heartfelt thanks to all volun-
teers for their unwavering commitment and service.

Channelview ISD Honors
Volunteers During National

Volunteer Week
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ASK DIAMOND JIMCHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim:
“What is

Fancy Color
Diamond?”

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim”
column and for supporting the North Channel Star
Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer
and precious metals broker.  Pineforest Jewelry has
been a proud member of the Independent Jewelers
Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers Organiza-
tion (RJO) for many years.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches,
diamonds, precious stones, precious metals, and other
questions related to the jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Fancy Color Diamond
Dazzling brilliance. Captivating color. The planet’s

most valued gems are fancy color diamond.

Diamonds in the normal color range are colorless
through light yellow and are described using the indus-
try’s D-to-Z color-grading scale. Fancy color diamonds,
on the other hand, are yellow and brown diamonds that
exhibit color beyond the Z range, or diamonds that ex-
hibit any other color face-up. These rare specimens come
in every color of the spectrum, including, most impor-
tantly, blue, green, pink, and red.

Gem diamonds in the D-to-Z range usually decrease
in value as the color becomes more obvious. Just the
opposite happens with fancy color diamonds: Their val-
ue generally increases with the strength and purity of
the color. Large, vivid fancy color diamonds are extreme-
ly rare and very valuable. However, many fancy diamond
colors are muted rather than pure and strong.

Fine or fancy color diamonds are the most rare and
costly of all gemstones. Their ranks include the world’s
most famous jewel – the Hope Diamond – and the most
expensive gem ever auctioned – the Pink Star Diamond.

In this series of articles, we will explore the world of
fancy color diamonds. You’ll learn about the most com-
mon and the rarest colors of natural mined diamonds,
as well as many other colored diamond facts.

If you are looking for any color diamond, look no fur-
ther than Pineforest Jewelry. Contact us if you would
like assistance deciding on the right diamond to buy.

Credit to GIA for much of the content in this article

Community Events
Thursday, April 23
Celebrate Recovery meets each Thursday at

7:15 p.m. at Uvalde Baptist Church. Our Christian
based rehab has helped many adults and families
from all over the country overcome alcohol and drug
addictions as well as codependency.

Thursday, April 23
Coffee with a Cop hosted by Hampton Inn and

Suites, from 9 to 10 a.m., an opportunity to meet
with others from the community including Harris
County Sheriff’s Office as well as Harris County
Constable PCT 3 to learn of ways to build a caring
community.

Harris County Fresh Water Supply District
No. 51, Bond Election. VOTE at the District’s
building at 367 Queenstown Road, Houston, Texas
77015 during early voting by personal appearance
or on Election Day. Early voting by personal
appearance will occur from 8 am-5 pm every
weekday from April 20th through April 28th, and
Election Day voting will occur on May 2nd from 7:00
am-7:00 pm. This WILL NOT be at your regular Harris
County election locations; only at their office
location.

Thursday, April 23
Celebrate Recovery meets each Thursday at

7:15 p.m. at Uvalde Baptist Church. Our Christian
based rehab has helped many adults and families
from all over the country overcome alcohol and drug
addictions as well as codependency.

Friday, April 24
Channelview Ministry Team Monthly

Meeting All members of the community who are
interested in team ling up to love and serve the
residents of Channelview are invited to join others at
9 a.m. in the Board Room of the Channelview ISD
Administration Building to learn about upcoming
events and opportunities to be a blessing to others.

San Jacinto Pilot Club Bunco Fundraiser
Doors open at 5:30. Games begin at 6:30. Tickets are
only $35 for an evening of dinner and fun! The event
is being held at the Hampton Inn and Suites on
Karissa Court. Other fun items include a wine pull.
The local club that is part of Pilot International, an
international service organization dedicated to
mentoring our youth through our Anchor Clubs,
brain safety and health, and caring for families in
times of need. We support Galena Park, Channelview
and Crosby school districts.

Saturday, April 25
Fellowship of Purpose Total Man

Conference, all men are invited to join us from 10
a.m.  to 1 p.m. for an event sharing information on
Biblical Headship, Financial Health and Men’s Health.
The church is located at 14203 Wallisville Road.

Rotary Club of North Shore 51st Annual
Catfish Fry and Crawfish Boil will be held from
11 – 3 p.m. at the Rotary Pavillion located on
Wallisville Road. Meal tickets are $15, Raffle tickets
are $100 and include 2 dinner tickets. In addition,
there is a live auction as well as a silent auction.

Comunity Reactions
If you were asked to describe your community, what

five words come to your mind? How do we celebrate the
good things in our community? How do we respond to trag-
edies? Do we know why certain landmarks are named
what they are? Who are the people who believed in the
area enough to get involved and leave a legacy?  What
situations brought the community closer together? Where
has history been made?

Years ago, there was a tragedy that unfolded involv-
ing a mother who wanted her daughter to become a cheer-
leader so bad, that she hired someone to kill the
competition’s mother. Fortunately, it was not successful-
ly carried out. There was a grain elevator that had pro-
vided jobs as well as an economic impact on the area for
many years. Then one afternoon, there was an explosion.
Lives were lost at the Goodpasture Grain Elevator. Oth-
er lives were impacted.

In 2002, North Shore Graduate, Danielle Crockrum
was picked in the first round of the WNBA Draft. She
chose to celebrate the event with other female athletes
from GPISD in the Boardroom of the Administration
Building.  Her humble attitude that day impacted those
young girls as well as parents and community members
in the room as well. In 2003, North Shore won the State
Championship Game for football. The community held a
huge unplanned welcome home victory celebration at the
GPISD Stadium. In 2006, Channelview native Chris
Sampson made his debut with the Houston Astros. The
community celebrated and one local restaurant still fea-
tures his favorite meal on their menu. And we all know
that Jalen Hurts, who was raised in North Shore and grad-
uated from Channelview High School, has positively rep-
resented East Harris County in his professional football
career.

With the changes in our community, because of natu-
ral disasters such as Hurricanes Katriana, Ike, Harvey
and other events, we have opened our eyes and seen many
times where community members jumped into action
when we had no other choice. We have seen individuals,
service organizations, churches and non-profits put in
many hours doing what needed to be done.  And we are
better neighbors because of it.

Now our area is facing a crisis like we never thought
would happen. The fact that almost daily we see and hear
about crimes, too often involving youth as well as guns,
needs our prayer and our involvement. Other issues such
as the increasing number of individuals affected by home-
lessness, mental health and addiction are taking a toll on
our community.

What are we doing to do about the needs? One person
cannot do everything, but together, we can move moun-
tains.

We must unite with others and share our ideas and
our existing resources and work to find solutions. In the
next few weeks, I hope to introduce you to several activi-
ties and non-profit groups that are not going to remain
quiet, they are actively seeking volunteers, supporters and
ways to get the word out as to how YOU can get involved.

North Shore Rotary prepares for
51st Annual catfish fry,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

8 o’clock, they work till
noon, and then we’re in trou-
ble from noon till 4,” he said.
“We need three waves—a
morning wave, an afternoon
wave and a midday wave.”

He credited volunteer co-
ordinator Darryl Painter with
pushing for better coverage
“all day long, not just in the
morning,” especially when
auction items must be moved
quickly after the bidding clos-
es. Proctor said the club also
leans on student groups to
handle the most physical jobs.
“We rely on the football play-
ers from our three high
schools to help us load up
items that are purchased at
the live auction,” he said.

In the final stretch, Proc-
tor said committee chairs are
checking in daily to confirm
staffing, deliveries and dead-
lines. The club holds planning
meetings each Thursday
night, with the last pre-event
meeting set for this week.
“Early this morning, each
committee chair contacted me
just to say, ‘I’m okay, things
are going good, I’ve got my
team together,’” he said. “And
then Danna (Nino) gave me
the quick hoedown, lowdown,
rundown—who’s dropping off
w h a t  t o d a y ,  t o m o r r o w ,
Wednesday, Thursday, and
then Friday when we all gath-
er to come together to unveil
everything, so to speak.”

Proctor said longtime Ro-
tarian Nino has become a hub
for the operational details
that make the event run
smoothly, from ordering tents
and coordinating equipment
to handling paperwork such
as the beer license. “Danna’s

a godsend,” he said.
Keeping thousands of

meals safe is another behind-
the-scenes job that few at-
tendees see. Proctor pointed
to Lowell Everett of Everett
Industrial for managing the
pickup, storage and thawing
process for the fish. “He keeps
it frozen, keeps it at the right
temperature, makes sure it
thaws properly at the right
temperature,” Proctor said.
“That truck is never without
somebody—usually two peo-
ple—because we don’t ever
want that temperature to
drop below what it’s supposed
to be, because of health de-
partment issues.”

On the financial side, Proc-
tor said Terri Denny and
Matt Davis help manage the

fundraising’s point-of-sale
systems and accounting, in-
cluding card readers used
throughout the event. “They
do a phenomenal job of just
making sure that we keep up
with all  the money,”  he
said.Most of the visible trans-
formation happens Friday,
Proctor said, when signage
goes up and the club finalizes
the layout it has used for
years.

Proctor said the live and
silent auctions—built from
donations collected over the
year—are one of the biggest
logistical puzzles, with items
spread across members ’
homes until delivery day.
“Three years ago, we started
hiring a moving service,”
Proctor said. “It takes the

burden off a lot of our mem-
bers … they do the heavy lift-
ing getting things to and from
the storage unit.”

Ticket sales, Proctor said,
have been strong heading into
the final week, fueled by
friendly rivalry among Rotar-
ians who compete to sell the
most meal and raffle tickets.
“At the last count … we were
right at around $130,000 in
sales,” he said, noting that
some sellers hold tickets un-
til the last meeting before
turning them in. “We know
people are going to sandbag
… and they do it every year.”

After the last plates are
served and the final auction
items are claimed, Proctor
said the work continues with
breakdown and storage.
“Three hundred sixty-three
days of the year, we write
checks and we take pictures
and we have lunch,” he said.
“But two or three days of the
year, it’s all hands on deck.”

Even with the exhaustion
that follows, Proctor said the
scale of the fundraiser is what
allows North Shore Rotary to
invest back into the commu-
nity. “We couldn’t do it with-
out the community, couldn’t
do it without our sponsors,
and couldn’t do it without our
volunteers,” he said. He also
credited county support at the
jointly owned pavilion, saying
precinct personnel have con-
sistently been willing to help
the club pull off an event that
has become an annual tradi-
tion.

Meal tickets are $15 and
raffle tickets are $100 each
and include two meal tickets
with a purchase.

Dan Meaux of Crawfish Shack in Crosby and North Shore Rotarian cooking
up crawfish for the large crowd gathered for the 50th annual North Shore
Rotary Catfish Fry and Crawfish Boil.

The North Shore Rotary Fish Fry includes a Raffle for a new Toyota Truck or Car.
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By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯By Sheriff Ed Gonzalez

Today, justice was served.

A Harris County jury has returned a guilty
verdict on capital murder charges in the 2022
shooting death of our brother, Harris County
Sheriff’s Office Deputy Darren Almendarez.

Deputy Almendarez
was off-duty, leaving
the store with his wife
Flor, when he coura-
geously confronted
three individuals
attempting to steal the
catalytic converter from his truck. He paid
the ultimate price for stepping up to protect
what was his—and what belongs to all of us.

To the jury members who listened carefully
and delivered this verdict: thank you. Your
service helped ensure accountability for a
senseless act of violence that took one of our
own.

To the prosecutors, detectives, witnesses,
and every member of law enforcement and
the justice system who worked tirelessly on
this case over the past four years—thank
you. Your dedication honors Deputy Almen-
darez and the badge he wore with pride.

Darren, we remember you. We miss you.
And today, we stand a little taller knowing
your sacrifice was not forgotten.

Sheriff Ed Gonzalez
comments on Justice
Served in Almendarez
murder trial

Data Centers Set to Get Billions in Tax Breaks

I Love Librarians

I spent yesterday with more
than 5,000 librarians.

A few were library aides, and
some were library trustees. But
the thing they all had in com-
mon was libraries.

I never thought much about
how libraries work, probably be-
cause they work so well. No
matter where I am, if I walk
through the door of a library, I
know more or less what to ex-
pect. The staff will be helpful.
Everyone will be eager to an-
swer any question I have. No
one will be in too big a hurry to
help. Everything will be pretty
much as I remember it as an
eight-year-old.

When I was in elementary
school, I would go to my school
library and get help from Mrs.
Shau. She rode a bicycle to
work, was endlessly patient,
read stories to us in the library
and recommended books. It was
her ability to recommend books
that I remember best.

Because I didn’t know what
to read as a child. I still don’t
know—that’s the truth. Finding
a book that I want to read is the
hardest thing about reading,
and Mrs. Shau simply removed
that obstacle and let me fill my
book bag with books.

Backpacks had yet to be in-
vented when I was in elemen-
tary school. They were a genius
innovation which probably
would have allowed me to read
even more books. When I at-
tended elementary school, I had
a blue book bag with red vinyl
trim, which carried my lunch
(which got smushed) and my
math homework (which I never
did) and my library books
(which were the only thing that
mattered).

I read every book Mrs. Shau
recommended and came back
for more. Since that day, I have
loved librarians. And yesterday,
I got to meet a lot of them as I
signed copies of “Loon Point,” at
a booth my publisher hosted at
one of the largest library con-
ventions in the country.

The librarians were not
there only for books. They need
lots of things, as it turns out,
from furniture to office supplies
to inventory systems. They
come to these conventions to
hear interesting talks on impor-
tant subjects. But it seemed to
me that they liked getting free
books more than anything else.

I was at the welcome recep-
tion, so the doors had just
opened when I started signing
free books. There were tables
full of food and lots of interest-
ing things to see, but the librar-
ians lined up for books. I had
never done anything like this,
so I didn’t know what to expect.

“Are you a librarian?” I
would ask.

“Yes!” they almost always
said—and every single one of
them sounded at least a little
proud.

“Oh, good!” I’d answer. And
I’d sign, “I love librarians! Car-
rie Classon” inside their book. I
don’t know how many books I
signed, but there was a whole
shelf filled with them, and I
signed until we ran out of books.

Then a romance writer took
my spot, and a stack of her
books were taken off the shelf,
and the line of librarians kept
coming.

It was over before I knew it.
And I was a little sad. Because,
honestly, I think I could meet
librarians all day long and nev-
er get tired of it.

“I love librarians!” I told
them, one after another.

“We love writers!” they told
me. And I’m sure that is true.
But while they might love the
books we write, I don’t know if
it’s possible for them to love
writers more than I loved Mrs.
Shau and a book bag full of un-
read books.

Till next time,
Carrie

An exemption for the
state’s booming data center
industry means Texas will
lose $3.2 billion in sales tax
revenue over the next two
y e a r s , T h e  T e x a s
Tribune reported.

Lawmakers say they will
consider proposals to either
limit the tax break or elimi-
nate it altogether when they
meet in January for the next
legislative session.

“These new numbers are
extremely concerning, and I
will say they’re unsustain-
able,” said state Sen. Joan
Huffman, chair of the Senate
Committee on Finance. “I
plan to look at filing legisla-
tion to either repeal the ex-
emption or take a very close
look at it and see.”

The tax break was ap-
proved by lawmakers in
2014, when there were far
fewer data centers and they
were much smaller. If noth-
ing changes, exemptions
could reach $1.75 billion an-
nually by 2030.

The state already has
more than 300 active data
centers, with more than 100
additional projects either un-
der development or planned.

PATRICK WARNS GOP
COULD LOSE STATE HOUSE
MAJORITY

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick
warned last week that the
GOP risks losing its majori-
ty in the state House this No-
vember and urged party
unity behind the winner of
the May runoff between U.S.
Sen. John Cornyn and Attor-
ney General Ken Paxton.

W i t h o u t  t h a t  u n i t y ,
Patrick said that state Rep.
James Talarico, the Demo-
c r a t i c  n o m i n e e ,  c o u l d
win, The Dallas Morning
News reported.

House Speaker Justin
Burrows said he believes the
GOP will keep its majority in
the chamber but agreed uni-
ty is critical.

“We’ve got to be on the
same page,” Burrows said.
“We’ve got to be working and
rowing in the same direc-
tion.”

Democrats, who have not
held a majority in either
chamber in more than 20
years, would have to flip 14
Republican seats to achieve
a majority in the 150-mem-
ber House.

TEXAS COULD FACE $700
MILLION IN SNAP PENALTIES

New federal rules de-

signed to cut waste in the na-
tion’s food stamp program
means Texas taxpayers will
have to pay $700 million
more each year to participate
in the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program, or
S N A P , T h e
Tribune reported. Officials
with Texas Health and Hu-
man Services disclosed this
to lawmakers at a recent
committee hearing.

Almost 9% of the state’s
SNAP payments had an er-
ror, slightly better than the
national rate of 11%. Texas
has until October 2027 to
bring the error rate down be-
low 6%. The error rate is
based on unintentional mis-
takes by either the agency or
the client receiving the ben-
efits that result in an over-
payment or underpayment

Nearly one-fourth of the
state’s population gets some
type of assistance from Tex-
as Health and Human Ser-
vices.

“We are dealing today
with a health care epidemic,
but not from a disease or vi-
r u s , ”  s a i d  S e n  L o i s
Kolkhorst, R-Brenham, the
committee chair. “With scan-
dals in places like Minneso-
ta and California drawing
national attention, we, as
Texans, must examine our
own system and see how we
measure up to other states.”

COURT PAUSES SMOKABLE
CANNABIS BAN, HIGHER
FEES

A Travis County district
judge has temporarily lifted
a statewide ban on the sale
o f  s m o k e a b l e  h e m p
p r o d u c t s , T h e  T e x a s
Tribune reported. The tem-
porary restraining order is in
effect until at least April 23,
when another hearing is
scheduled.

Texas hemp companies
sued to block new state rules
that have wiped out a huge

portion of the legal cannabis
m a r k e t ,  t h e T e x a s
Standard reported. The
rules took effect March 31
and prevented stores from
selling smokable hemp prod-
ucts and vastly increased li-
censing fees.  Smokable
products make up the vast
majority of hemp sales in the
state.

“I estimated that flower is
about half the market and
smokable products put to-
gether including vapes are
about two-thirds of the mar-
ket,” said Robin Goldstein, a
University of California
economist who researches
cannabis markets. He said
the Texas market had about
$4 billion in retail sales an-
nually.

The plaintiffs are also su-
ing over a jump in annual li-
c e n s i n g  f e e s  f o r
manufacturers from $250 to
$10,000. Retailers must now
pay $5,000 per store, up from
$150.

“These provisions func-
tion not merely as regulato-
ry tools, but as significant
economic barriers not autho-
rized by statute,” the lawsuit
contends.

The suit was filed by the
Texas Hemp Business Coun-
cil, the Hemp Industry and
Farmers of America, and
eight Texas-based hemp
companies.

STATE TO LAUNCH
STATEWIDE FOOD PERMIT
JULY 1

The Department of State
Health Services will begin of-
fering statewide operating
permits for food trucks in
Texas beginning July 1,
t h e A u s t i n  A m e r i c a n -
Statesman reported. Food
truck owners currently must
pay each city’s permitting
fees to operate there, which
discourages them from trav-
eling to other places to sell
their food.

“It’s a hassle to take time
off to go and do that where
we have to stop what we’re
doing and lose money that
day,” food truck owner Eloisa
Schessler, of Dallas, said.

Some cities opposed the
new law, fearing they may
lose control of how mobile
food trucks operate in their
jurisdictions. They will still
be able to control where and
when food trucks operate,
but they will not be able to
collect permit and inspection
fees.

TEXAS’ JOB GROWTH
CONTINUES TO OUTPACE
NATIONAL RATE

Texas added 40,100 non-
farm jobs in January to
reach 14,379,500 positions,
outpacing the national
growth rate by 0.6 percent-
age points, according to
the Texas Workforce Com-
mission.

“Texas employers contin-
ue to spur our state’s eco-
nomic momentum, adding
more than 40,000 jobs across
a wide range of major indus-
tries,” said TWC Chairman
Joe Esparza. “TWC remains
committed to supporting
Texas’ pro-growth policies
and world-class talent pipe-
line that make Texas the
best place to do business.”

The seasonally adjusted
unemployment rate in the
state remained at 4.3%,
which is below the national
jobless rate of 4.7%.
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John Luna, a retired reenactor originally from San Antonio who now lives
in Arlington has portrayed Juan Seguín, the Tejano leader and soldier who
fought alongside Anglo Texians during the revolution. During
reenactment vignettes, Luna said, fellow participants often enlist him to
assist Andy Anderson, who plays Houston, during a scene depicting the
capture of Mexican President Gen. Antonio López de Santa Anna.

Longtime participant Juan Gonzales, also from San Antonio, said he has
taken part in the battle reenactment and living-history camps for two
decades. For him, the weekend is equal parts camaraderie and community
education.

Leslie Sproat, left, gets some assistance from Heidie Hardin lighting the
lamp at their tent on the San Jacinto battlefield. The two sisters are both
part of the Runaway Scrape reenactment over the weekend.

Thousands watch San Jacinto Reenactment as living-
history classroom brings Texas revolution to life,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tion. During reenact-
ment vignettes, Luna said,
fellow participants often
enlist him to assist Andy
Anderson,  who  p lays
Houston, during a scene
depicting the capture of
Mexican President Gen.
Antonio López de Santa
Anna.

“He wants me to be the
translator at the capture
of General Santa Ana,”
Luna said.

In the reenactment,
Houston—injured during
the brief campaign and
propped against a tree—
receives the captured San-
t a  A n n a  a s  S e g u í n
interprets. The scene un-
derscores how quickly the
revolution turned after
San Jacinto: Houston’s
forces won in roughly 18
m i n u t e s ,  a n d  S a n t a
Anna’s capture soon led to
agreements that recog-
nized Texas’ indepen-
dence.

Seguín’s legacy, reenac-
tors said, is also a remind-
er that Tejanos were not a
footnote to the revolution
but active participants.

Seguín led the Tejano
Volunteer Company, a
unit that recruited and
commanded Tejano fight-
ers for the Texian Army.

Longtime participant
Juan Gonzales, also from
San Antonio, said he has
taken part in the battle re-
enactment and living-his-
t o r y  c a m p s  f o r  t w o
decades. For him, the
weekend is equal parts ca-
maraderie and communi-
ty education.

At San Jacinto, Gonza-
les said, Tejano soldiers in
Houston’s army used a
simple method to reduce
the risk of friendly fire
during the chaos of com-
bat: they placed playing
cards or pieces of card-
board in their hatbands so
fellow Texians could dis-
tinguish them from Mexi-

can soldiers at a glance,
since uniforms and ap-
pearances could be simi-
lar.

The tactic mattered in a
fight that unfolded quick-
ly and at close range, he
said—one that ended in a
decisive victory that re-
shaped Texas’ future.

For many reenactors,
participation is also per-
sonal—tied to family, loss
and the desire to keep his-
tory tangible for the next
generation.

Heidie Hardin said this
is her third year partici-
pating, motivated in part
by her own young chil-
dren—ages 3 and 1—and
a desire to preserve Texas
history through hands-on
storytelling.

Last year’s reenact-
ment, she said, was espe-
cially difficult. Her father,
who had played Houston
in the San Jacinto reenact-
ment, was hospitalized
during the event and later
died of heart issues.

Hardin now partici-
pates  in  a  “Runaway
Scrape” vignette alongside
her sister and their chil-
dren, portraying families
fleeing Mexican troops as
panic spread across settle-
ments in 1836.

“My daddy made the
cart we use in the reenact-
ment completely from
scratch except for the
wheels,” Hardin said.

Hardin  added  that
many artifacts displayed
in the camps are owned by
the reenactors themselves,
collected or crafted to re-
flect the era and to invite
conversation with visitors.

That sense of continu-
ity—handing down skills,
stories and objects—also
shapes the experience for
Leslie Sproat, whose fam-
ily has become deeply in-
volved in reenactments
across Texas.

Sproat said she was re-

sponsible for drawing her
father, Mark Hegman,
into the “reenactment
clan.” The spark came
while she was in college,
she said, when she took
part in a hands-on histor-
ic preservation project
that her father witnessed.

“He said he had always
wanted to do something
like that and the next year
he participated,” Sproat
said. Her father later por-
trayed Johann Friedrich
Ernst, often described as
the first German immi-
grant to Texas and later as
Gen. Sam Houston.

She added that her fam-
ily has deep Texas roots,
including a connection to

Albert Hamilton Latimer,
a signer of the Texas Dec-
laration of Independence
from the Red River Dis-
trict.

For Michael Sproat, her
husband and the curator
at the Sam Houston Me-
morial Museum and Re-
p u b l i c  o f  T e x a s
Presidential Library in
Huntsville, reenacting at
San Jacinto is both public
history and family history.
He said he is also descend-
ed from an early Republic-
era ancestor—a French
explorer who traveled
widely across what is now
Texas and Louisiana in
the 1700s.

Sproat said reenact-

ments can help audiences
understand the broader
sweep of the era, including
Santa Ana’s campaigns
against regions that resist-
ed centralized rule.

“He did it at Zacatan-
cas, Tamaulipas, at the
Yucatan, and he did it here
in Texas at Goliad, and the
Alamo,” Sproat said. “He
would have done it here at
San Jacinto except Texas
won.”

During the weekend,
Sproat portrayed a doctor
who tends to Houston’s in-
juries and described a mo-
ment reenactors use to
illustrate Houston’s deci-
sion-making after the bat-
t l e—part i cu lar ly  the

decision to keep Santa
Anna alive despite wide-
spread anger among Tex-
ian troops.

“There was more than
30 people behind Sam
Houston, each of them
with a knife, rope, or a gun
ready to kill Santa Ana,”
Sproat said. “But Sam
Houston knew if they were
going to be their own na-
tion, they needed Santa
Ana, so he spared his life.
Later, Santa Ana would
sign all the treaties that
legitimized Texas’s inde-
pendence.”
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

tunities by strengthening
partnerships with higher ed-
ucation and improving college
and career advising.

Abbott was joined by state
Rep. Briscoe Cain; Texas Jobs
Council co-chair and Texas
Association of Business inter-
im president Megan Mauro;
IUOE Assistant Director of
the Construction Training
Department Tom McNamara;
IUOE Local 450 Business
Manager Mark Maher Jr.;
and other business and labor
leaders.

Launched last month, the
Texas Jobs Council is a state
advisory group that meets
monthly and is charged with
strengthening the workforce
pipeline by expanding job
training and identifying ways
to streamline credentialing
and hiring.

The council is expected to
focus on:

Executive actions state
agencies can implement im-
mediately to reduce regulato-
ry burdens and red tape
surrounding workforce devel-
opment.

Governor touts $7 billion in
career training investments,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

 State Representative Briscoe Cain, who received the endorsement of
Abbott for his upcoming runoff election in May for Congress, was present
supporting the governor with the implementation of the new jobs council.

Policy and legislative rec-
ommendations to present to
the governor and Legislature
ahead of the 90th Legislative
Session.

The council is scheduled to
deliver a final report in No-
vember 2026 outlining recom-
mended executive actions and
legis lat ive  proposals  to
strengthen Texas’ workforce
development system.

“All of us are unified by a
mission — keep Texas the
best state in America for do-

ing business and the number
one state in America for jobs,”
Abbott said.042026 Abbot-
tVisit 01 – Texas Gov. Greg
Abbott was in Crosby, Texas
touring the International
Union of Operating Engi-
neers (IUOE) facility that
trains operating and station-
ary engineers from across
North America. President
Donald J. Trump visited the
same facility on April 10,
2019.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS

Your AD will reach up to 30,000 readers in our FOUR newspapers,
with a combined circulation of 15,000 copies. Get ACTION on your
AD. Rates start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

ROOM FOR RENT ROOM FOR RENTROOM FOR RENT

Furnished Room for Rent - Seniors 50+
$700/month (incl. gas/water/elec)

Deposit: $700
Crosby (Newport Pointe)
Serious Inquiries only:

barbhankins2025@gmail.com

Ready for Move in.
16-3T

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGALNOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Abbott received a tour of the facility from IUOE management prior to his press conference touting the new jobs
council and Texas achieving No. 1 status for producing the most jobs in the nation.
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

HOLLYWOOD — Add “Scream” to the
ever-growing list of successful movie
franchises, including the Marvel Cine-
matic Universe, “Star Wars,” “Spider-
Man,” “James Bond,” “Fast & Furious,”
“Friday the 13th,” “Lord of the Rings,”
and “Jurassic Park.”

The original “Scream” was made in
1996 for $15 million and grossed $173
million. “Scream 2” (1997) cost $24 mil-
lion and grossed $172 million. “Scream
3” through “Scream 6” all made well over
a $100 million profit each. The most re-
cent installment, “Scream 7,” cost $45
million and grossed $212 million.
“Scream 8” is now in the works with Neve
Campbell, Courteney Cox, and Roger L.
Jackson (Ghostface), who were all in the
first six films and are set to return.

However, one franchise that isn’t do-
ing as well is “Frankestein.” Despite the
presence of Christian Bale and this
year’s Oscar winner Jessie Buckley
(“Hamnet”) in “The Bride!” it only
grossed $24 million against its 80 mil-
lion cost. Meanwhile, Guillermo del
Toro’s “Frankenstein” cost $120 million
and only grossed $480,678 during its
three-week run in theaters before drop-
ping on Netflix.

***
Glen Powell will be spending his next

two films in space! The success of
“Project Hail Mary” (nearing $510 mil-
lion in one month) is an indication of
what movie fans want.

Powell’s next film, “The Great Be-
yond,” directed by J.J. Abrams, wrapped
on Aug. 25 and will be out this Novem-
ber. He also started shooting season two
of “Chad Powers” in January, and it’s set
to drop in October. Then he has another
upcoming sci-fi film called “Tesseract,”
which is being written and directed by
“Mr. Robot” creator Sam Esmail. They’ll
start filming this summer.

In addition, Powell’s in talks to star
in as well as produce a new untitled “Tex-
as Chainsaw Massacre” film.

***
Nicholas Galitzine — who played a

gay British prince in Amazon Prime Vid-
eo’s “Red, White & Royal Blue” (2023)
— has the mystery-comedy film “The
Sheep Detective” coming out in May;

Ghostface in “Scream 7”

Hugh Jackman co-stars. In June, Gal-
itzine will hit the big screen as He-Man
in “Masters of the Universe,” opposite
Oscar winner Jared Leto (as the villain
Skeletor), Alison Brie, Kristen Wiig, and
Idris Elba.

Then he has the sports drama “The
Mosquito Bowl” for Netflix. This will be
followed up with “Red, White & Royal
Wedding,” which also stars Stephen Fry
and Uma Thurman. It is the sequel to
“Red, White & Royal Blue” and focuses
on a royal wedding.

***
What ever happened to Julie Kavner,

who played Valarie Harper’s sister in
“Rhoda” from 1974-78? Kavner has been
quietly amassing a small fortune as the
voice of Marge Simpson on “The Sim-
psons”! Now 75, she’s been playing Mar-
ge for 26 years on the series, as well as in
“The Simpsons Movie” (2007), which cost
$75 million and grossed $536.4 million.

It makes you wonder why it took 20
years for them to wake up and start work-
ing on “The Simpsons 2” (slated for a Sep-
tember 2027 release). By the by, Kavner’s
net worth is estimated to be around $90
million. Who says talk is cheap!

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Chase Infiniti, Left and Lucy Halliday stars as “The Testaments.”

“The Testaments”
“Regretting You”

( P G - 1 3 )  —  C o l l e e n
Hoover’s novels keep get-
ting cranked out as film
adaptations, and although
these films usually receive
subpar reviews from crit-
ics, they still seem to pull
in casual filmgoers. The
latest  adaptat ion,  o f
Hoover’s 2019 novel “Re-
gretting You,” features an
interesting cast that in-
cludes Allison Williams
(“Get Out”), Mckenna
Grace (“Scream 7”), Dave
Franco (“Together”), and
Mason Thames (“How to
Train Your Dragon”). The
film follows Morgan (Wil-
liams) and her daughter,
Clara (Grace), who expe-
rience tragedy firsthand
when Chris, Morgan’s
husband and Clara’s fa-
ther, passes away. The
two ladies grapple with
their sudden grief in very
similar ways, which caus-
es them to clash, but what
they don’t realize is that
they are both being quiet-
ly pushed toward their

happily ever after. Pre-
mieres April 24. (Amazon
Prime Video)

“Stranger Things:
Tales from ’85" (TV-14)
— If you weren’t disap-
pointed by the “Stranger
Things” finale and still
yearn for more from its
universe, look no further
than this animated sci-fi
spinoff to give you the fix
that you need! Set during
the winter of 1985, the 10-
episode series is coined to
be more “entry level” than
the original show, with
brighter visuals and a
family-friendly tone. All of
our favorite characters are
back in animated form, in-
cluding Eleven, Jim Hop-
per, Mike Wheeler, and
Dustin Henderson (to
name a few), but they’re
all voiced by different ac-
tors than their live-action
counterparts .  Actors
whose voices you might
recognize in the series are
Odessa A’zion (“Marty Su-
preme”), who voices Nik-
ki Baxter, and Jeremy

Jordan (“Hazbin Hotel”),
who voices Steve Har-
rington. Premieres April
23. (Netflix)

“The Testaments”
(TV-MA) — Based on the
2019 novel by Margaret
Atwood, this dystopian
drama series is a continu-
ation of “The Handmaid’s
Tale” series that gave
Elisabeth Moss (“Imper-
fect Women”) her break-
out role. And who better
than 25-year-old power-
house Chase Infiniti, a
Golden Globe nominee for
“One Battle After Anoth-
er,” to follow in Moss’ foot-
steps? Infiniti plays a
young teenager named
Agnes who studies at a
preparatory school that
will train her to become a
future wife within the
Gilead society. Mean-
while, breakout star Lucy
Hall iday (“Cali fornia
Schemin’”) portrays Dai-
sy, a convert from outside
of Gilead. The first four
episodes are out now to
stream, with subsequent
episodes premiering every
Wednesday. (Hulu)

“The Miniature Wife”
(TV-MA) — Elizabeth
Banks (“Skincare”) and
M a t t h e w  M a c f a d y e n
(“Succession”) take on this
10-episode sci-fi/drama se-
ries with a romantic spin!
They respectively play
Lindy and Les Littlejohn,
a married couple who take
turns at being the bread-
winner within the rela-
tionship. When we meet
the couple, it’s Les’ turn to
support his wife, and as an
inventor, he has his sights
on creating a miniaturiza-
t ion device.  But Les ’
project goes desperately
wrong when Lindy acci-
dentally gets sprayed by
the device and shrinks
down to 6 inches tall! Ron-
ny Chieng (“Crazy Rich
Asians”) and O-T Fagben-
le  ( “The  Handmaid ’s
Tale”) co-star in the series,
which is out now to binge!
(Peacock)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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