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Newly elected Mayor Oscar Mireles’s first days in office
have been busy assessing the state of the city from top
to bottom.   See Story Below & on page 5

Galena Park‘s New Mayor
Seeks City Transparency

G A L E N A  P A R K  —
Newly installed Mayor Os-
car Mireles says his first
days in office have re-
vealed a city government
in urgent need of review,
but he says his administra-
tion will focus on stabiliz-
ing operations, improving
public safety and opening
City Hall to more public
input.

Mireles defeated long-
time Mayor Esmeralda
Moya in the May 2 election
and took office after a
tense transition that drew
regional media attention
a n d  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t
records, staffing and the
condition of city opera-
tions. Recent local report-
ing described a disputed
a n d  h i g h l y  p u b l i c
changeover at City Hall
following Mireles’ win.

The swearing-in cere-
mony nearly did not hap-
pen after mayor Moya was

Mireles’ First Days as Galena Park Mayor are Busy

unexpectedly unable to at-
tend.

According to those in-
volved, “at around 5:35…
[they were told] the mayor
called… she had a family
emergency and she’s not
going to be able to make
it,” leaving organizers
scrambling with less than
half an hour to figure out
a solution.

Faced with the possibil-

Channelview ISD’s History Making Mariachi Bands

ity of canceling in front of
a large crowd and media
p r e s e n c e ,  o r g a n i z e r s
weighed their options.

“I said, you know what?
We have 25 minutes. Let’s
see what happens,” Mire-
les recalled.

Without  the  mayor
present, the ceremony re-
quired at least two com-
missioners to proceed. At
first, it appeared that quo-

rum would not be reached.
Organizers worked the
phones in a last-minute ef-
fort to secure attendance.
As time ran out—“it was
5:59”—they were on the
verge of calling it off. “I
was about to walk out the
door to tell people that it
wasn’t going to happen,”
Mireles said.

At the last moment,
word came that help was
on the way. “Hold on, hold
on. He’s (the last commis-
sioner) coming. Give it 10
minutes,” he was told.

With that, organizers
delayed the start and in-
formed the crowd the may-
or would not attend but
asked for more time.

The plan ultimately
held. By 6:15 p.m., enough
commissioners had ar-
rived, and they narrowly
avoided a failed ceremony.

Among the first policy
issues on his desk is the
city’s discounted water
billing for senior residents.

Mireles said the city will
revisit the program rather
than automatically contin-
ue a flat $34 rate, arguing
that Houston’s wholesale
rate changes could make
the current discount un-
sustainable. Complicating
the issue, the city of Hous-
ton raised water rates this
month they charge to the
city of Galena Park.

“We’re going to have to
revisit that,” he said.
“We’re going to have to
look at it and really crunch
the numbers.” He added
that while seniors “do de-
serve a discount,” he does
not yet believe it can re-
main “that deep of a dis-
count.”

“I think most people re-
alize it was probably a ploy
for re-election. That was
another reason that I
asked people to wait on
paying it because we were
learning how many people
got the discount and how
many people didn’t,” Mire-

les said alleging her sup-
porters were the ones re-
ceiving the discount and
not all seniors.

Mireles said his admin-
istration intends to pursue
both a financial audit and
a forensic review of city
systems to determine the
city’s fiscal position and
whether any records or
equipment are missing. He
said the city cannot afford
to delay a clearer account-
ing of its books, especially
if it hopes to regain access
to grant funding and make
informed decisions about
staffing and services.

“I don’t know all of
what’s missing, but you
know, we’ll figure it out,”
he said.

Some of the pettiness
included missing keys, no
passwords for key city sys-
tems and the outdoor sign.

Continued. See MIRELES SEEKS
TRANSPARENCY, Page 5

By Allan Jamail

Channelview, TX. ~ On
May 14, 2026 the History
making Channelview ISD
two Mariachi bands load-
ed-up in school buses head-
ing to the famous Annual
Pasadena Strawberry Fes-
tival to perform in the
city’s parade.

I had the pleasure of lis-
tening to the students per-
form at the recent grand
opening and ribbon cutting
c e r e m o n y  o f  o w n e r s
Ramiro & Marvella Grana-
doses LaTaza Corazón cof-
fee shop (Channelview’s
first). Although these band
members were students
their music was as good as
or better than the profes-
sional mariachi bands I’ve
heard.

Mariachi Halcón de Oro
and Mariachi Halcón Azul

Channelview ISD Mariachi Halcón de Oro and Mariachi Halcón Azul:
Mariachi Halcon de Oro: Director Ramon Garcia, Jose Bonilla, Juan Cabrera, Sophia Espinoza, Yuvia Flores, Davian Garcia, Joel Gonzalez, Abraham Iracheta, Francisco Morales, Emmelie Pereyra,
Christopher Rodriguez, Luis Torres, Luke Valdez & Samantha Xiloj.
Mariachi Halcon Azul: Director Ramon Garcia, Jose Alanis, Diego Alvarado, Aylani Balleza, Jayd Garcia, Princess Garcia, Osvaldo Gonzalez, Angela Guajardo, Natalie Guifarro, Emilio Ibarra,
Josiah Jackson, Isaac Mena, Allan Perez, Jose Ramirez, Jaasiel Suarez, Valentina Valdez & Alexander Zamora.(Photo by Allan Jamail)

are the official mariachi
ensembles of Channelview
High School in Channel-
view. Rooted in both cul-
t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n  a n d
educational excellence, the
program was established

to give students the oppor-
tunity to explore and per-
form the rich musical
heritage of mariachi while
strengthening their overall
musicianship and perfor-
mance skills.

Founded under the di-
rection of Ramon Garcia,
an alumnus of Texas A&M
University–Kingsville and
Assoc iate  Director  o f
Bands at Channelview
High School, Mariachi

Halcón de Oro became the
school’s first-ever mariachi
ensemble and a meaning-
f u l  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e
school’s fine arts offerings,
a history making event.
Mr. Garcia helped build

the program from the
ground up as a space
where students can cele

Continued. See CVISD HS
MARIACHI BAND, Page 2

Oscar Mireles is sworn in as Mayor on the steps of Galena Park City Hall.

TOP TEN STUDENTS: CHANNELVIEW ISD

By David Taylor
NCS Managing Editor

Asian History Month Honoree

Celebrating Samsung’s Lee kun-hee

Lee Kun-hee, (January 9, 1942 –
October 25, 2020)

By Allan Jamail

May 19, 2026 ~ Asian
American, Native Ha-
waiian and Pacific Is-
lander Heritage Month
2026 is observed from
May 1 to May 31, cele-
brating their history, cul-
ture, and contributions.

 May was chosen to
commemorate two key
milestones: the arrival of
the first Japanese immi-
grants on May 7, 1843,
and the completion of the
transcontinental railroad
on May 10, 1869, which
relied heavily on Chinese
laborers. The observance
began as a week in 1979,
expanded to a month in
1990, and was perma-
nently designated by
Congress in 1992.

This week’s  Asian
Honoree is Lee Kun-hee
was a South Korean busi-
nessman who served as
the chairman of Sam-
sung from 1987 to 2008
and from 2010 to his
death in 2020.

Lee Kun-hee was born

on 9 January 1942 in
Daegu, during the Japa-
nese occupation of Korea.
His father, Lee Byung-
chul, founded the Sam-
sung Group, initially as
an exporter of fruit and
dried fish. Lee Kun-hee
studied economics at
Waseda University in To-
kyo, and was later edu-
cated at  the George
Washington University
in the United States.

He is also credited
with the transformation
of Samsung to one of the
world’s largest business
entities that engages in

semiconductors, smart-
phones, electronics, ship-
building, construction,
and other businesses.

Since Lee became the
chairman of Samsung,
the company became the
world’s largest manufac-
turer of smartphones,
memory chips, and appli-
ances. He was the third
son of Samsung founder
Lee Byung-chul. With an
estimated net worth of
US$21 billion at the time
of his death, he was the
richest person in South
Korea, a position that he
had held since 2007.

He  was  conv i c t ed
twice, once in 1996 and
subsequently in 2008, for
corruption and tax eva-
sion charges, but was
pardoned on both in-
stances. In 2014, Lee was
named the world’s 35th
most powerful person
and the most powerful
Korean by Forbes’s list of
the world’s most power-
ful people along with his
son, Lee Jae-yong.

Galena Park ISD proud-
ly welcomed parents, cam-
p u s  l e a d e r s ,  a n d
community members to
the GPCC PTA Luncheon,
an endofyear celebration
recognizing collaboration,
service, and student suc-
cess across the district.

Galena Park ISD Honors Student
Success & Community Partnerships at

GPCC PTA Luncheon

The annual event high-
lighted the strong partner-
ships that continue to
support students and fam-
ilies throughout their edu-
cational journey.

A highlight of the lun-
cheon was the recognition
of students who received

PTA scholarships, made
possible through the gen-
erous support of GPCC
PTA community and busi-
ness partners. In addition,
several scholarships were

Continued. See PTA PRIDE, Page 2
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brate cultural identity,
develop leadership and
musicianship, and share
music with their communi-
ty.

Mariachi Halcón de Oro
serves as the varsity en-
semble ,  represent ing
Channelview High School
through performances at
school concerts, district
events such as Fine Arts
Day, community celebra-
tions, festivals, and compe-
t i t i ons .  In  2025 ,  the
program expanded with
the creation of Mariachi
Halcón Azul, the school’s
non-varsity ensemble, al-
lowing even more students
the opportunity to partici-
pate in mariachi perfor-
mance and education.

Students in both ensem-

bles refine their instru-
mental and vocal abilities
through traditional mari-
achi instrumentation in-
c l u d i n g  v i o l i n s ,
flutes, saxophones, trum-
pets, guitarrón, vihuela,
and guitar, while also
learning the cultural ex-
pression and storytelling
that define mariachi mu-
sic. The ensembles remain
active within the commu-
nity and on social media,
particularly through the
program’s Instagram page;
@cv.mariachi, where per-
formance highlights, re-
hearsals, and community
outreach are shared.

Since its inception, the
mariachi program has
quickly become an impor-
tant part of Channelview

High School’s performing
arts tradition. Mariachi
Halcón de Oro attended
the UIL Mariachi Festival
for the very first time and
received a division one
from all three judges, su-
perior rating. At the 2026
UIL Solo and Ensemble
event, Mariachi Halcón
Azul earned Division 1
“Superior” ratings as large
ensembles, reflecting the
dedication, passion, and
musical excellence of the
students and directors. To-
day, the ensembles contin-
ue to serve as a source of
pride for Channelview
High School while preserv-
ing and promoting the vi-
brant tradition of mariachi
music throughout the com-
munity.

CVISD HS mariachi bands
head to strawberry festival,
building on a historic run,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Channelview HS Top 10 Class of 2026

Gerardo Cavazos Lisa Le Jorge Gonzales Constantino Nunez Hannia Escalante

Alexa Arana Arianna Hernandez Aubrianna del Bosque Joaquin Mondez Jasmine Sanchez

Valedictorian Salutatorian Ranked Third Ranked Fourth Ranked Fifth

Ranked Sixth Ranked Seventh Ranked Eighth Ranked Ninth Ranked Tenth

awarded through the
GPISD Education Founda-
tion, including the Des-
m o n d  “ K a t ”  T y l e r
Memorial

Scholarship, Dr. Angi
Williams Legacy of Excel-

lence Scholarship, Daniel
Bazan Jr. Memorial Schol-
arship, and the United
Community Credit Union
Scholarship. These awards
honor students for their
academic achievement,

perseverance, and commit-
ment to continuing their
education beyond high
school.

The luncheon also pro-
vided an opportunity to re-
f l e c t  o n  t h e

S C H O O L    N E W S     P A G E

PTA pride: Supporting Student success,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

accomplishments of the
school year and reaffirm a
shared commitment to
supporting students, staff,
and families across Galena
Park ISD. Through collab-
oration and open dialogue,

GPCC PTA and the GPISD
Education Foundation re-
main valued partners in
strengthening

connections between
schools and the communi-
ty.

As the year comes to a
close, Galena Park ISD cel-
ebrates its students and
thanks all who help make
GPISD a great place to be.

Galena Park ISD is
proud to recognize Heath-
er Rodriguez, AP Physics
Teacher and UIL Calcula-
tor Mentor at North Shore
Senior High School, for be-
ing named a 2026 HEB
Excellence in Education
Award Rising Star.

This prestigious honor
celebrates outstanding
public school educators
who demonstrate passion
and commitment to the
teaching profession, inno-
vation and creativity in the
classroom, and a dedica-
tion to continuous profes-
s i o n a l  g r o w t h .  M s .
Rodriguez exemplifies
these qualities through her
engaging instruction and
student-centered approach
to learning.

Beyond the classroom,
Ms. Rodriguez mentors

GPISD Celebrates a Rising
Star in Education

students through UIL,
helping them sharpen
problem-solving skills and
gain confidence in ad-
vanced mathematics and
science. Her work inspires
students to think critical-
ly and reach their full po-
tential.

Being named an HEB
Rising Star highlights Ms.
Rodriguez’s positive impact
on her students and school
community. Congratula-
tions to Ms. Rodriguez on
this well-deserved recogni-
tion—GPISD is proud to
celebrate her success!

Heather Rodriguez, AP Physics Teacher and UIL Calculator Mentor at North
Shore Senior High School
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ASK DIAMOND JIMCHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

ASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim:
“What sets

natural
diamonds apart
form lab-grown

diamonds?”

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim” column and for
supporting the North Channel Star Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer and precious metals
broker.  Pineforest Jewelry has been a proud member of the Independent
Jewelers Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers Organization (RJO) for
many years.  See more at: www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches, diamonds, precious
stones, precious metals, and other questions related to the jewelry industry,
email jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

Save the Dates
C.H.I.C. Monthly Meeting

When: Thursday, May 28, 6:30 p.m.

Where: Channelview Fire Station No. 3, 1210
Dell Dale, Channelview, TX 77530

Details: Monthly meeting of C.H.I.C. Open to
the community.

What is Next?
It is the time of year when parents are ready

to pull their calendars out, if not their hair.
What seems like every few minutes they are
hearing phrases such as “I am bored” or “what’s
to eat?” or even worse “I am bored!” So, what is
a parent, grandparent or caregiver supposed to
do? Boredom sets in much quicker today than
ever before. We have become a society that
thinks we need to be busy or always fulfilled.
Very few people have learned to be content. The
messages we see on television, social media and
hear on the radio are always about being on the
go, being active, spending money and it is often
said that we are raising an anxious generation.

While it is good to be involved, sometimes
we need to slow down and rest. As I write those
words, I feel as if I am talking to the person in
the mirror, yet I am a product of the times. I
have learned my shortfalls, and I have learned
what helps my mental state of mind. After years
of being a single mother, I am accustomed to
staying busy. As I talk with Seniors each week,
I hear the same thing. If someone worked a full-
time job, kept their children involved in school,
extracurricular activities and took care of the
responsibilities around the house, what do they
do now that they have time on their hands?

Fortunately, many years ago the late Com-
missioner Jim Fonteno listened to friends,
neighbors and constituents and started work-
ing to develop activities for citizens in our area
to stay active, stay involved and enjoy fellow-
ship that keeps their minds sharp and their wit
as sharp as ever. Through the decades the Har-
ris County Commissioners have continued the
activities and in addition, other groups offer a
variety of activities.

Several local churches offer Bible Study dur-
ing the day as well as plan events and day trips
for their congregants as well as friends. There
are activities planned for those who live in Se-
nior apartment complexes as well as those with
active Homeowner Associations and several
groups of retirees are active in our area for
former educators and employees of Southwest-
ern Bell and AT&T. Many of the Seniors I talk
with enjoy line-dancing, golf, Bingo and orga-
nized trips to the casino. Quite a few retirees
volunteer with the YMCA, East Harris County
Empowerment Council and at various food dis-
tribution sites in the area.

In addition to these groups, there is a newly
formed group of area residents that are known
as “The Rusty Buckets Senior Group” and they
have started with a bang. They have scheduled
an outing each month to gather for a meal and
have multiple field trips planned throughout the
remainder of the year including trips to Trad-
er’s Village, The Lazy Dog and more. It is no
surprise that many of the group have raised
their children in our area and they held one of
their first organizational meetings at Gatti’s
Pizza. If you would like information on how to
join the fun, please contact

 therustybuckets72@yahoo.com

Let’s first being by asking, “What is a lab-grown diamond?”
A laboratory grown diamond, also known as a synthetic

diamond, lab created diamond, or man-made diamond, is a
man-made gemstone that mimics the physical properties and
optical properties of a natural diamond. Unlike natural dia-
monds, lab grown diamonds can be produced in unlimited
quantities. Lab grown diamonds are created using advanced
technologies such as High-Pressure High Temperature (HPHT)
or Chemical Vapor Deposition (CVD), which simulate the con-
ditions under which natural diamonds form deep within the
Earth’s mantle.

Where do natural diamonds come from?
Natural diamonds form over billions of years from deep

within the heated core of the earth. Natural diamonds are rare
and limited in supply, with only a certain finite supply of these
diamonds available. Mined diamonds are ancient (typically 1
to 3 billion years old). This distinction makes natural diamonds
some of the oldest substances in earth and arguably the hard-
est natural substance at 10.0 on the Mohs hardness scale.

Do lab grown diamonds hold value?
Lab grown diamond prices have dropped significantly, from

80% of the cost of natural diamonds in 2016 to less than 20%
by 2024. This dramatic price reduction is largely due to the
ability to produce lab grown diamonds in unlimited quanti-
ties using methods like Chemical Vapor Deposition (CVD) and
High-Pressure High Temperature (HPHT). Unlike natural di-
amonds, which are rare, lab grown diamonds are priced based
on production costs and retail markup. As production tech-
niques improve and scale, their value is expected to continue
declining until they reach a stable price point.

What is the actual value of natural diamonds?
Like other natural materials, how much natural diamonds

cost is based on how rare they are to find in nature. The rarer
the natural diamond, the more valuable it will be. A diamond’s
Cut, Color, Clarity, and Carat weight form the basis for a spe-
cific diamond’s rarity. A 1.25 carat E/VS2 diamond is consid-
erably more rare and valuable than a 1.25 carat H/SI2
diamond. Over the last 35 years, natural diamond prices have
been shown to appreciate in value by approximately 3% an-
nually. In its 2019 Global Diamond Industry Report, Bain &
Co. found that the natural diamond market has grown 300%
over the past 50 years.

So, which shall it be?
Will you be considering lab-grown diamonds more due to

their lower upfront cost? Or will you be looking harder at nat-
ural mined diamonds due to their uniqueness and value re-
tention? Either one would be a good choice. A diamond that
you can enjoy for many years to come.

Stop by Diamond Jim’s Pineforest Jewelry Experience and
receive your “WOW” experience. We have an amazing collec-
tion of lab-grown diamonds and an equally impressive collec-
tion of natural mined diamonds. We hope to see you very soon!

NEWS TIPS &
ADVERTISING

INQUIRIES
713-266-3444

Good Stuff!

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

HIGHLANDS — In the
spirit of spring and com-
munity kindness, the San
Jacinto Community Cen-
ter in Highlands gave lo-
c a l  f i r s t  r e s p o n d e r s
something special to keep
on hand for children fac-
ing frightening emergen-
cies:  stuffed animals
meant to comfort them in
moments of trauma.

The center’s inaugural
“Stuffed With Care” drive
collected more than 1,000
stuffed animals, which
were distributed to the
Harris County Sheriff’s
Office District 3, Precinct
3 Constable Sherman Ea-
gleton’s office, and the
Highlands Fire Depart-
ment, including ambu-
lances serving the area.

San Jacinto Communi-
ty Center Director Tonya
Kostka said the idea grew
from seeing similar efforts
elsewhere, but she want-
ed to make the impact
broader.

“I thought, well, I’ll go
a step further and I will
support all our first re-
sponders, not just our
deputies that work the

Firefighters Chief Mike Carsner, Theresa Young, Captain Ryan Lopez, and Captain Chris Contreras from Highlands
Fire Department were happy to receive several tote bags full of stuffed animals to give to children on their scenes
who may be in trauma when they arrive.

area,” Kostka said. “So,
we reached out and we
supported the fire depart-
ment as well.”

Kostka said the cam-
paign was designed with
one simple goal in mind —
helping children find a
sense of comfort when ev-
erything around them
feels overwhelming.

“Whenever they’re on a
scene where there’s a
child that might need a
little comfort, hopefully it
helps. That was our plan,”
she said.

The drive began in mid-
February ,  cont inued
through  March ,  and
wrapped up in April. Do-
nors were asked to pro-
vide new stuffed animals,
with community mem-
bers, seniors, and local
businesses stepping up in
a major way. Kostka de-
scribed the response as
overwhelming and heart-
felt.

“It was a labor of love,”
she said. “It was definite-
ly coming from all angles.”

Among the supporters
were Crosby Sheffield
Liquidation, the Rotary
Club of Highlands, Randy
Casey State Farm, and se-
niors who attend the cen-

Community donates 1000 Stuffed Animals To
First Responders as Comfort companions

Harris County Pct. 3 constables Katie Evans and Sgt. Jeff Gonzales join
Tonya Kostka, director at the SJCC, to receive their allotment of stuffed
animals. The furry toys will be put in patrol cars and given to children who
are in distress on the scenes that they service.

ter regularly and brought
stuffed animals day after
day.

For first responders,
the donation is more than
just a kind gesture — it’s
a practical tool for helping
children cope during cha-
otic and traumatic situa-
tions.

Lt. Aaron Waybright of
the Harris County Sher-
iff’s Office District 3 said
stuffed animals can offer
immediate emotional re-

assurance at scenes where
children may be scared
and confused.

“When kids are in trau-
ma, they look for what
they consider a soothing
trigger and that could be
holding a stuffed animal
and stroking the soft fur or
just something that they
can hold themselves tight
while things are chaotic
around them,” Waybright
said. “We really appreciate
this. It will really be im-
pactful.”

Kostka said each law
enforcement group re-
ceived four large bags of
stuffed animals, while the
fire department received
even more to stock two sta-
tions and their emergency
vehicles.

She also said the suc-
cess of the first drive
means it won’t be the last.

“This will be an annual
thing moving forward,”
Kostka said. “So we’ll keep
doing it each year.”

As spring blooms across
Highlands, the “Stuffed
With Care” drive has al-
ready planted seeds of
compassion that will con-
tinue growing — one child,
one emergency, and one
stuffed animal at a time.
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯
Update!

New FEMA Flood Maps for Harris County

This week, FEMA issued updated flood maps for
Harris County. This is the first update to the maps
since 2007. The maps are currently proposed and
subject to public comment. However, it is widely
expected that they will soon be adopted largely in the
proposed form.

These revisions are hugely consequential for
Harris County. Their adoption will mean that
thousands of acres of land will now be subject to more
restrictive flood regulations. Thousands more will be
subject to regulation for the first time.

The proposed FEMA maps can be
found here (Click on Draft Database for Community
Review and then zoom in to Harris County). The
Houston Chronicle has also published an excellent
map showing the changes in the flood map from the
2007 maps. Unfortunately, it is currently behind
their paywall, so only subscribers can view it. Howev-
er, the Harris County Flood Control District has also
just put up a new map that shows the changes in very
high resolution and is the most user-friendly of the
three. On the HCTRA map, changes can be compared
by clicking the “Manage Change Comparison” button
in the upper-left corner of the map, then using the
sliding bar to view the changes.

The maps designate areas within the 100- and
500-year floodplains — that is, those properties that
have a 1% and a 0.2% of flooding in any given
year. When you are looking at the FEMA maps, the
100-year floodplain is designated as “AE.”

The changes primarily reflect updated rainfall
projections for southeast Texas adopted by NOAA in
2018 – widely known as “Atlas 14.” These models
predict about a 25%-30% increase in rainfall in our
region.

The new maps also reflect changes to the physical
watershed, such as additional runoff from paved
areas and improvements such as detention
facilities. One silver lining of the new maps is that
some areas have been removed from the floodplains
due to the massive drainage projects completed in
those watersheds. These included significant areas
near Braes, Sims, Hunting, and White Oak. A
particularly dramatic example of this is along Hunt-
ing Bayou near the NE corner of Loop 610, where
hundreds of homes and businesses have been re-
moved from the floodplain altogether. This includes
virtually all of the Settegast neighborhood.

There are two immediate consequences of these
changes. First, in nearly all cases, flood insurance
will be required to obtain a mortgage on any property
that has been moved into a 100-year flood
plain. Second, any property moved into a 500-year
floodplain will be subject to the regulations adopted
by Harris County and the City of Houston after
Hurricane Harvey. Generally speaking, these regula-
tions require that any structure in a 500-year flood-
plain be raised to two feet above what is referred to as
the “base flood elevation.” The base flood elevation
must be calculated for each property.

While the new flood maps will mean that fewer
homes and businesses will flood in future storms,
they will also make it dramatically more expensive
and difficult to build in Harris County. They will
likely make it impractical to build in much of the
County. That will, of course, encourage more develop-
ment outside the County. In a perverse irony, much of
the development will be shifted to Montgomery
County, where the FEMA maps have not been
updated. But of course, drainage from developments
in Montgomery County mostly flows downstream into
Harris County — once again making the case for a
regional flood control authority.

The maps will also cause additional brand damage
to the Houston region. They will once again remind
individuals and companies considering relocating
here of our region’s vulnerability to flooding.

The new maps also underscore the importance of
the Harris County Flood Control Authority’s timely
completion of the 2018 bond program. The comple-
tion of those projects could serve as the basis for
removing large tracts from the floodplains. The
reductions in the floodplain along several of our
watersheds show these projects can make a differ-
ence.

Building a giant metropolis on a flat coastal plain,
subject to frequent hurricanes, reminds me of Robert
Burns’ line in To a Mouse, “the best laid schemes of
mice and men gang aft agley (often go astray).”

Yet perhaps we need to think about our excess
rainfall differently and not purely as a liability. In a
nation increasingly concerned about freshwater
scarcity, Houston’s hydrologic surplus could be a long-
term strategic asset. Each inch of rain across Harris
County represents roughly 29 billion gallons of
freshwater. The challenge is not how to make it
disappear faster, but how to capture, store, and
recharge more of it. With smarter regional detention,
aquifer recharge strategies, and reservoir manage-
ment, Houston could convert its principal liability
into a strategic asset, indeed, perhaps an entirely new
industry.

New FEMA Flood
Maps for Harris
County

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not necessarily
that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR OPINION is welcome.
Send a letter for possible publication to Grafikpress
Newspapers, 5832 Star Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to about 200.
Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

OPINION
By BILL KING

✯

Top Lawmakers Back Lifting Camp Safety Law

Sharon’s
Book Club

I was never a part of any
team.

I was terrible at sports. I was
so bad at tennis in high school
that my gym teacher sent me to
the school nurse to have my vi-
sion checked. I didn’t bother to
tell her I was wearing contact
lenses.

In elementary school, I was
never asked to jump rope. Jump-
ing rope was popular when I was
in elementary school, and I was
not. I watched the girls jump and
knew two things: I would never
be asked, and I would be terri-
ble at jumping rope if I were
asked.

Instead, I read. Books were
my escape and my friends. But I
never thought of writing a novel
until I was almost 60.

“Would you like to come to
my book club?” a woman I had
never met, named Sharon, asked
me in January.

“Loon Point” had not yet been
released. I was a bundle of
nerves. And here was this
stranger who read an article
about me in her local paper, ask-
ing if I would come and talk
about my book.

“Of course!” I said.
The weeks passed. I hoped

“Loon Point” wouldn’t disap-
point my publisher. I hoped peo-
ple wouldn’t write terrible
things about it in their reviews.
I knew that getting a first book
into the world is hard. But a lot
of people read “Loon Point.” I
gave my husband, Peter, the job
of looking at the sales numbers
that my publisher seemed deter-
mined to provide (even if it
might have been better for my
mental health not to have quite
so much information). Peter told
me that my little book was do-
ing surprisingly well.

So the night of Sharon’s book
club came, and she contacted me
to make sure I had not forgot-
ten. I had not. I would not have
missed Sharon’s book club for
the world.

When I drove up to Sharon’s
house in suburbia, I saw there
were a lot of cars already parked
outside, and a few more people
walking down the street, head-
ed to her house carrying book
bags, and I realized all these
folks had come to Sharon’s house
to hear about my book.

Sharon had made name tags
because, as it turned out, this
was not really an established
book club after all. Sharon had
just moved into her new house a
year ago. She had invited friends
from her old home and neighbors
from her new home, and Denise,
a friend she’d had since third
grade. Many of these women
were just meeting for the first
time. Sharon just wanted every-
one to have a chance to meet this
local author she had hunted up
and ask questions.

And everyone had questions
about the book. They asked
about how I wrote it, and they
told me about the people in their
lives who reminded them of the
character Wendell. We talked
about the first books we remem-
bered reading as kids and what
we were reading now. Everyone
seemed to enjoy “Loon Point,”
whether they had read it on a
Kindle or on paper or listened to
the audiobook. I don’t know
when I have had so much fun.

Two hours flew by and, as I
left, Sharon gave me a card and
some beautiful pink flowers. I
didn’t read the card until I got
home.

“We look forward to following
your career!” the card said. It
was signed, “Your Home Team.”

I’d never had a team before.
I put the flowers on my desk

and thought how grateful I was
to have been invited to Sharon’s
book club.

Till next time,
Carrie

Top Texas legislators
are pushing to waive a
new state law that re-
quires camps to install
broadband fiber optics in
order to legally operate
this summer, The Dallas
Morning News reported.
Scores of camps are strug-
gling to meet the deadline.
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick and
House Speaker Dustin
Burrows released a state-
ment last week saying
they support lifting the
law.

Nearly 20 camps have
sued to block the law re-
quiring them to install a
fiber-optic network, argu-
ing that it does not make
their properties safer and
would cost millions of dol-
lars. So far only nine Tex-
as summer camps are
licensed to open, with few-
er than two weeks before
the season begins. Nearly
300 are still working to ob-
tain licenses. The Depart-
ment of State Health
Services said last week
that camps will be allowed
to operate under existing
licenses while their appli-
cations are reviewed.

The laws were passed
in the aftermath of last
year’s July 4 flooding,
which killed more than
two dozen campers at
Camp Mystic along the
Guadalupe River. In addi-
tion to fiber optic net-
works, camps must install
emergency warning and
public address systems
and provide safety train-
ing for campers.

PATRICK BACKS
MIDDLETON IN ATTORNEY
GENERAL RUNOFF

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick is
backing state Sen. Mayes
Middleton, R-Galveston,
in the GOP runoff for Tex-
as attorney general on
May 26. Early voting runs
from May 18 to May 22. In
the runoff, Middleton fac-
es U.S. Rep. Chip Roy, R-
Austin.

“Mayes Middleton has
established a record as
one of the most conserva-
tive senators in Texas his-
tory,” Patrick said on
social media.

T h e  N e w s  q u o t e d
Patrick as saying Middle-
t o n  w i l l  m a k e  t h e
post “the strongest and

most impactful AG office
in the nation.”

Democrats Joe Jawors-
ki, a former Galveston
mayor, and state Sen.
Nathan Johnson, D-Dal-
las, are in a runoff for
their party’s attorney gen-
eral nomination. Incum-
bent Ken Paxton opted not
to run and is locked in a
primary runoff with in-
cumbent U.S. Sen. John
Cornyn.

Cornyn, Paxton in
tight runoff race

Paxton is locked in a
tight race against incum-
bent  U.S .  Sen .  John
Cornyn for the GOP nom-
i n a t i o n ,  t h e T e x a s
Standard reported. The
Hobby School of Public Af-
fairs at the University of
Houston recently conduct-
ed a poll that showed Pax-
ton leading Cornyn, 48%
to 45% with 7% still unde-
cided.

The poll of those indi-
cating they were likely to
vote in the GOP runoff
had a 2.83% margin of er-
ror.

In the first quarter of
this year, Cornyn raised
nearly $9 million, includ-
ing $3.4 million after the
March primary. Paxton
raised $2.2 million. Dem-
ocratic nominee state Rep.
James Talarico, D-Round
Rock, raised a record $27
million in the first quar-
ter, the largest-ever sum
for a Senate candidate in
the first quarter of an elec-
tion year in any state.

TEXAS HAS BIGGEST
TEACHER WORKFORCE,
BUT THEY GET PAID LESS

Texas has the country’s
largest teacher workforce
but lags behind the na-
tional average in teacher

pay  and  per -s tudent
spending, according to a
report  in  the Aust in
American-Statesman.

A National Education
Association report said
teacher pay in Texas is
about $10,700 below the
U.S. average. Texas pub-
lic school teachers earned
an average of $63,749 in
2024-2025, which put it
33rd among states and
Washington, D.C. The na-
t i o n a l  a v e r a g e  w a s
$74,495.

T e x a s  h a d  n e a r l y
370,000 public school
teachers in 2024-2025, the
highest number in the
country.

SMOKABLE HEMP AGAIN
PULLED FROM TEXAS
SHELVES

Smokable hemp prod-
ucts such as flower buds
and rolled joints must
again be pulled from store
shelves as the state ap-
peals the latest court
ruling, according to The
Texas Tribune. The ban
was set to take effect on
March 31, but lawyers for
the hemp industry filed
suit challenging the plan.
A Travis County district
judge temporarily halted
imposition of the ban, but
with the 15th Texas
Court of Appeals agreeing
to hear the state’s appeal
of the lower court ruling,
the ban is now back in ef-
fect.

“We are confident that
the 15th Court of Appeals
will reinstate our tempo-
rary injunction so that our
vets, elderly, and adult
consumers have reason-
able access to these prod-
ucts,” said David Sergi, an
attorney for the hemp in-
dustry.

Hemp retailers have
said their businesses have
lost over half their reve-
nue since imposition of the
new rules, which also in-
clude much steeper licens-
ing fees.

TEXAS MOST AT-RISK
STATE FOR HAIL DAMAGE

Everything is bigger in
Texas, including the hail,
according to Cotality’s
2026 Severe Convective
Storm Risk Report, pub-
lished in the Statesman.
The state ranks as the
most at-risk for hail dam-
age, with 8 million homes
exposed and a combined
reconstruction value ex-
ceeding $3.1 trillion.

Four Texas cities rank
among the top 10 for
homes at greater risk of
hail damage. Dallas ranks
second nationally, behind
Chicago ,  fo l lowed by
Houston in third, Austin
in ninth, and San Antonio
in tenth.

“Although most hail-
stones are typically pea- or
dime-size, hail can grow to
as large as golf balls and
baseballs. In extreme cas-
es, hail can reach the size
of a softball, grapefruit or
even a pineapple,” States-
man meteorologist Mary
Wasson wrote.

A pineapple?
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On Thursday morning,
Mireles met with depart-
ment heads and received
some revealing informa-
tion on the state of their
work.

Another issue facing
Mireles is the discovery of
how many employees have
quit in the past and what
positions are open for fill-
ing and if he has the fi-
nances to replace them.
The former city attorney is
one of those who quit their
position with the city.
Mireles is already in the
process of hiring a new city
attorney and the first
thing Thursday morning,
the IT firm was already at
city hall assisting with
new passwords and docu-
menting any potential ne-
farious activity.

Public safety is also cen-
tral to his early agenda.
Mireles said he wants to
reevaluate spending in the
police department, partic-
ularly at the leadership
level, and shift attention
toward patrol presence
and prevention. He criti-

Miereles seeks transparency, financial review after taking office,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cized the city’s reliance on
rented camera trailers
near a park that has seen
repeated violence, saying
the city needs a broader
strategy than simply mon-
itoring the same trouble
spots.

For Mireles, that broad-
er strategy starts with
youth programs and pub-
lic gathering spaces.

“We need to open up the
community centers,” he
said. “We need to make
sure that we give them an
opportunity to do some-
thing.” He argued that
keeping community cen-
ters active could help re-
duce problems at the park
by giving young people a
place to go after school and
before parents get home.

Mireles also said he
wants a more visible and
accessible city govern-
ment. He said he plans to
encourage wider communi-
ty discussion outside for-
mal meetings and wants
city business broadcast
live on social media so res-
idents who cannot attend
in person can still follow
decisions.

“I want to make sure
that everything is live
broadcasted on social me-
dia,” he said, adding that
residents should have
more chances to share con-
cerns and ideas about is-
sues ranging from street
lighting to pedestrian safe-
ty.

Even as questions linger
from the transition, Mire-

les said he does not want
to remain focused on the
past.

“Everybody’s just ready
for change and we want to
move forward,” he said.
“I’m not going to dwell on
the past. I’ll give it a little
bit of attention, but we
need to focus on the fu-
ture.”

In the foreground of the third photo, a large, temporary A-frame sign stands on the lawn outside Galena Park City
Hall. The sign features the city’s seal and reads in bold, block letters: “Congrats Mayor Oscar Mireles” representing
A New Chapter for Galena Park.

Mayor Oscar Mireles talk to a crowed city hall full of supporters and family
members as well as local officials At the oath of ceremony. The moment
marked the official start of his term as the city’s newest mayor.
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

ROOM FOR RENT ROOM FOR RENTROOM FOR RENT

Furnished Room for Rent - Seniors 50+
$700/month (incl. gas/water/elec)

Deposit: $700
Crosby (Newport Pointe)
Serious Inquiries only:

barbhankins2025@gmail.com
Ready for Move in. 16-3T

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

20-2t

EAST HOUSTON – A
fisherman’s discovery of a
body in a Houston-area
bayou has prompted a ho-
micide investigation by the
Houston Police Depart-
ment. The grim find oc-
c u r r e d  o n  S a t u r d a y
evening along Greens Bay-
ou, near I-10 and Uvalde
Road.

At approximately 6:34
p.m., officers were called to
the scene after the fisher-
man, who was enjoying a
day of fishing, spotted the
body and immediately di-
aled 911, according to Lt.
Michael Pulido of the
Houston Police Depart-
ment.

The body, identified as
that of an adult male, was
located at the water’s edge.

Fisherman Discovers Body in
Greens Bayou Near I-10,
Homicide Investigation Launched

However, due to the ex-
tended time the body had
spent submerged, author-
ities have been unable to
determine the victim’s age,
race, or any distinguishing
features. “We don’t know
the age or race or anything
and that’s all the informa-
tion we have right now,”
Pulido stated.

The investigation saw
the involvement of Hous-
ton Police homicide detec-
tives, the department’s
dive team, and the Harris
County medical examiner,
who worked together to re-
cover the body from the
water on Friday night.

While the investigation
is still in its early stages,
Pulido indicated that there
is currently no suspicion of

foul play. “At this time, we
don’t believe that’s the
case,” he said, addressing
concerns about the possi-
bility of the body being
dumped. “We think this is
just a random occurrence.”
He also reassured the pub-
lic that there is no known
threat.

This discovery adds to a
troubling trend, as it is the
latest in a series of bodies
found in Houston-area wa-
terways in recent months.
Since 2017, over 200 bod-
ies have been recovered
from the city’s bayous.

Authorities are urging
anyone with information to
contact the Houston Police
Department Homicide Di-
vision or Crime Stoppers to
assist in the investigation.

CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS

Your AD will reach up to 30,000 readers in our FOUR newspapers,
with a combined circulation of 15,000 copies. Get ACTION on your
AD. Rates start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

By Gary Borders,

Texas continues to lead
the country in the number
of people held in detention
centers, even as unautho-
rized border crossings
p lunge ,  the Houston
Chronicle reported.

As of early April, the
daily average in Texas
was nearly 18,000 people.
That’s more than twice
the average number of im-
migrants held in Louisi-
ana, the second highest,
with about 8,100 per day.

Texas’ high numbers
are partly due to the
state’s numerous deten-

Texas Leads in Immigration
Detention as Crossings plummet

tion centers and a ruling
from the  5th Circuit
Court of Appeals that up-
held the practice of hold-

ing immigrants until their
removal proceedings con-
clude.

“The 5th Circuit is not
immigrant-friendly, and
it’s easier to remove peo-
ple who are detained in
the Texas facil it ies,”
said Zenobia Lai, execu-
tive director of the Hous-
ton Immigration Legal
Services Collaborative.

A spokesperson for the
Department of Homeland
Security said decisions on
where detainees are held
are made on a “case-by-
case basis in accordance
with U.S. law.”

San Jacinto Cemetery Spaces for Sale
 (Singing Waters Area)
Lot # 161 Spaces 1 & 2

36” X 13” marker, One Concrete Vault
Price $6,000

Serious Buyers Call:(281)705-4034

CEMETERY LOTS CEMETERY LOTSCEMETERY LOTS
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Bob Odenkirk star in “Normal.”

“Normal”

Q:Is there any chance that there’ll
ever be a continuation of the show
“Breaking Bad” with the character
Jesse Pinkman? — M.G.

A: Never say never, but the answer for
now is “no.” Despite Aaron Paul’s fond-
ness for the character of Jesse and his re-
spect for “Breaking Bad” and “Better Call
Saul” creator Vince Gilligan, he’s realis-
tic about the potential for a future spin-
off. If you didn’t catch the Netflix movie
“El Camino” in 2019, it’s a very satisfy-
ing sequel to “Breaking Bad” without it
being a series.

Paul’s been working steadily since he
wrapped up his most famous character.
He played Caleb Nichols in the HBO se-
ries “Westworld” and lent his distinctive
voice to several characters on the animat-
ed series “BoJack Horseman.” He also has
a few upcoming projects, including the
horror film “Anything but Ghosts” with
Bryce Dallas Howard (“The Help”) and the
action thriller “Bear Country” with Rus-
sell Crowe (“Thor: Love and Thunder”).

In addition, it was recently announced
that he’s been cast in the upcoming third
season of “Fallout,” the hit postapocalyp-
tic series on Amazon Prime Video. Both
Walton Goggins and Kyle MacLachlan are
said to be returning, and Annabel
O’Hagan and Dave Register have been
bumped up to series regulars. Filming is
expected to start this month in Santa
Clarita, California.

***
Q:Is cat expert Jackson Galaxy still

making new episodes of his show for
Animal Planet? I need help with my
temperamental feline and would like
to apply to be on the show. — Y.C.

A:No, Jackson Galaxy’s show “My Cat
from Hell” ended its regular run on Ani-
mal Planet in 2020 after 11 seasons. For-
tunately, you can still catch reruns of his
old episodes on Animal Planet and Hulu
or view his content on YouTube.

You can also read his helpful book “To-
tal Cat Mojo: The Ultimate Guide to Life
with Your Cat” and check out his website,
JacksonGalaxy.com. Hopefully, with all
these resources, you can keep your kitty
happy, healthy and well-behaved!

***

Q: Wasn’t there a TV show from
years ago where the lead guy from
“Sons of Anarchy” played a college
student? I never did watch it but
would like to find it on streaming.
— T.J.

A:Before Charlie Hunnam bulked up
to play a motorcycle gang member in the
FX series “Sons of Anarchy,” as well as a
serial killer in Netflix’s “Monster,” he
played a college freshman in a TV series
that was created by Judd Apatow.

Apatow is credited with introducing
audiences to future stars like Hunnam,
Seth Rogen (“The Studio”), Jason Segel
(“Shrinking”), and Linda Cardellini
(“DTF St. Louis”), with Rogen and Segel
both appearing in “Undeclared” and
“Freaks and Geeks.”

You can stream “Undeclared” on Net-
flix. Be sure to keep an eye out for ap-
pearances by Apatow’s buddies Adam
Sandler, Will Ferrell and Amy Poehler.
Unfortunately, even with this much star
power, the show only lasted for one sea-
son on Fox.

S e n d  m e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a t
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

“Project Hail Mary”
(PG-13) — This sci-fi film
starring Ryan Gosling
(“The Actor”) became the
second highest-grossing
film of the year, pulling in
$656.3 million at the box
office. It’s now available to
rent and buy on demand
following its successful
theatrical  run,  which
should make a lot of fans
happy now that they can
watch Grace and Rocky in
action from the comfort of
their homes! Originally a
novel written by Andy
Weir, the film follows mid-
dle school science teacher
Ryland Grace (Gosling),
who gets the opportunity of
a lifetime to go on a one-
way space flight for re-
s e a r c h  t h a t  c o u l d
potentially save humanity.
The catch is that he wakes
up on the interstellar
spacecraft without his
crew — and with amnesia.
Luckily, he encounters a
fr iendly  a l ien  named
Rocky, and together the
two fight to get the other
back to their home planet.

(Amazon Prime Video)
“Ladies First” (R) —

Inspired by the French
film “I Am Not an Easy
Man,” this comedy film
premiering May 22 flips
the patriarchy on its head
by asking, “What if the
power dynamics between
men and women were re-
versed?” Sacha Baron Co-
hen (“Balls Up”) stars as a
chauvinistic executive who
gets bonked on the head
after walking into a pole.
Upon awakening, he real-
izes that he’s somehow
transported himself into a
matriarchal alternate real-
ity. A woman who original-
ly was his subordinate
(Rosamund Pike) is now
his boss; he suddenly lives
alone in a smaller apart-
ment with a cat; and he
gets told by women to
smile as he walks down the
street. The only way for
him to exit this reality is
to change his misogynistic
ways. Now, if you’ll excuse
me, I’ll be outside trying to
find a pole ... (Netflix)

“Normal” (R) — This

action/comedy film is led
by Bob Odenkirk (“Better
Call Saul”), who co-wrote
the story alongside screen-
writer Derek Kolstad.
Odenkirk plays Ulysses,
an interim sheriff who gets
hired to serve the fictional
town of Normal, Minneso-
ta. Shortly after Ulysses
starts the job, a robbery
occurs at the local bank,
whereupon he finds out
that Normal’s law enforce-
ment is corrupt and con-
nected to  a  Japanese
criminal operation. Little
did Ulysses know that a
small town could hold such
dark conspiracies within
its buildings, but it’s now
up to him to invoke the
law. Look out for Henry
Winkler (“American Hor-
ror Stories”) and Lena
Headey (“Ballistic”), who
star as important towns-
folk. It’s available to rent
starting May 19. (Apple
TV+)

“In the City” (TV-MA)
— The spin-off of the Bra-
vo reality series “Summer
House” hits streaming this
week with its pilot episode
premiering on May 20!
Naturally, fans will tune in
to see some of their favor-
ite cast members, like Kyle
Cooke and Lindsay Hub-
bard, navigate their daily
lives in New York City,
rather than the Hamptons
where they vacation and
shoot “Summer House.”
CEO and founder  (o f
what?) Danielle Olivera is
back again on the Bravo
network, this time starring
alongside her boyfriend/
hotelier Eoin Heavey.
Meanwhile, Andrea Den-
ver from season six of
“Summer House” also
makes his return for the
spin-off, with his wife, Lexi
Sundin, joining the cast as
well. Hopefully this epi-
sode holds off Bravo fans
until the long-awaited
“Summer House” reunion!
(Peacock)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.

 Aaron Paul as Jesse Pinkman in “Breaking Bad”
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By David Taylor
Managing Editor

With just  over  two
weeks remaining before
the Republican runoff for
Texas Congressional Dis-
trict 9, State Rep. Briscoe
Cain is highlighting a
wave of  support  from
former opponents in the
primary, arguing the en-
dorsements show growing
unity behind his campaign
over rival Alex Mealer.

On Tuesday, May 12,
Dan Mims of Channelview,
who finished fourth in the
March Primary polling,
threw his support to Cain.

“I believe Briscoe will
work hard for the citizens
of our district and will give
the Republican Party the
best chance to beat the
Democrats and win this
seat in November,” he said.

Mims said following the
election, he took some time
off to reflect. Both camps
contacted him seeking his
support, but he said he
took his time to consider
which of the two candi-
dates would meet the
needs of those who live in
the district.

“Over  the  past  few
months, Mary (his wife)
and I have gotten to know
Briscoe and his family.
Like me, Briscoe is from
here and lives here. I be-
lieve he is a man of honor
and integrity who will put
the hard-working voters of
this district ahead of the
special interests trying to
buy this seat. We deserve
a representative who will
go to Washington, D.C., to
serve while remaining true
to his Texas roots and loy-
al to the citizens of CD-9,”
Mims said firmly.

Mims said he didn’t
want someone who would
go to work in Washington
for the party or for the
president, but rather with
anyone willing to sit down

Former Rivals Rally Behind
Briscoe Cain in CD-9 Runoff

Endorsements from former Republican primary opponents add momentum
to Cain’s campaign ahead of the May 26 runoff.

and talk through issues.
“We also need a repre-

sentative whose home will
continue to be in CD-9 —
not someone who will just
stop by occasionally,” he
said pointedly toward
Mealer who is reportedly
already scouting out a
place to live in Washing-
ton.

“Your support of my
campaign is greatly appre-
ciated, and this request is
made with the utmost re-
spect for you and your de-
sire for true representative
governance,” he told his
supporters in a letter on
Tuesday.

“I humbly ask that you
jo in  me in  vot ing for
Briscoe Cain in the upcom-
ing runoff election for Tex-
as Congressional District
9,” he closed in his letter.

The news of the en-
dorsement brought joy and
appreciation from the Cain
camp.

“Having Dan’s endorse-

ment really means a lot.
He’s a community leader
t h a t  I ’ v e  k n o w n  a n d
watched and see the fruit
of his leadership here, not
just at San Jac(into Col-
lege), but kind of really
across the district,” Cain
responded.

“When he called to make
t h e  e n d o r s e m e n t ,  I
couldn’t have been more
excited. I had one of the
biggest smiles I’ve had in
a very long time,” he said.

The endorsement comes
on the heels of the other
candidates in the race toss-
ing their support to Cain
as well.

Steve Stockman, Stov-
all, Sarmiento, and Blan-
co have also endorsed.

Cain has five times re-
quested a debate with
Mealer and she has can-
celed all five times.

Early voting for the Re-
publican Runoff begins on
May 18th – 22nd and the
election day is Tuesday,
May 26th.

HIGHLANDS TX - In
a generous gesture to pro-
mote education, punctual-
ity, and healthy living, the
Highlands Rotary Club
has donated 10 bicycles
and helmets for students
at Highlands Elementary
School. These prizes will
be awarded to one boy and

Highlands Rotary Supports Perfect
Attendance at Highlands Elementary

one girl from each grade,
from 1st to 5th, who have
maintained perfect atten-
dance  throughout  the
school year.

The much-anticipated
drawing for these prizes
will take place next week
during the school’s award
ceremonies. Students who

have achieved perfect at-
tendance are encouraged
to attend and participate
in the excitement. The
Highlands Rotary Club
extends its best wishes to
all eligible students and
hopes this initiative will
inspire continued dedica-
tion to their studies.

5310 E. Sam Houston Pkwy N, Houston TX 77015 - Phone 346-789-6031

WEEKEND ALL DAY SPECIAL
Weekend All Day Seafood

Buffet $21.99
Senior & Kids Discount

10% Discount Parties of 20+
Graduation & Birthday

Specials
Celebrate a Birthday with 2

Friends, you get in Free.

Dine In & Carry Out, 7 Days
Full Salad Bar

Sushi & Sashimi
Hibachi

Snow Crab
Live Oysters
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