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2025 North Shore Mustangs Championship Ring Day

TOP TEN STUDENTS: CE. KING HS

By Allan Jamail

Channelview, TX. –
May 14, 2026 ~ One hun-
dred Channelview high
school students got a
boost to their future ca-
reers by being gifted free
laptops from AT&T and
Compudopt.

Register for a free com-
puter at Houston’s Com-
p u d o p t  w e b s i t e :
www.compudopt .org/
houston

Assisting in the event
was State Representative
Ana Hernandez and East
Harris County Empower-
ment Council (EHCEC).

Welcoming remarks
were made by CVISD Su-
perintendant Dr. Tory
Hill, Rep. Ana Hernan-
dez, Tanya Makany Riv-
e r a  ( A T & T ) ,  M e g a n
Steckly (CEO, Compu-
dopt) and Renee Griffin
(Senior Mgr. EHCEC).

Representative Ana
Hernandez said, “Regu-
lar access to a computer

Channelview Students Get Free Laptops

Some of the Channelview High School Students with their free laptops along with Superintendant Dr. Troy Hill, CEO Megan Steckly of
Compudopt, Rep. Ana Hernandez & AT&T’s Tanya Makany Rivera. (Photo By Allan Jamail)

is no longer a luxury in to-
day’s ever-connected soci-
ety.” “Our students will fall
behind – educationally and
economically – without the
tools to harness the prom-
ise and power of the inter-
n e t .  T h e  c o m p u t e r s
students will receive today
are critical to their every-
day lives and their future.
I appreciate AT&T, Com-

pudopt and the East Har-
ris County Empowerment
Council for their support of
our community.”

Renee Griffin, the Se-
nior Mgr. for EHCEC said,
“On behalf of EHCEC, I
want to extend a sincere
thank-you to State Repre-
sentative Ana Hernandez
for being with us today and
for her continued advoca-

cy on behalf of our commu-
nities and students. We
also want to thank Tanya
and our partners at AT&T
for their ongoing invest-
ment in opportunities that
help young people succeed.
Your partnership truly
makes a difference.”

“At East Harris County
Empowerment Council,
our mission is to transform

lives by connecting people
to resources, opportunity,
and pathways to long-term
success. Today’s device dis-
tribution is a powerful ex-
ample of that mission in
action.”

Griffin stated the com-
puters represent more
than technology. They rep-
resent access to internship
applications, workforce

training, college and ca-
reer resources, and mean-
ingful opportunities that
help students prepare for
their future.

“Through our  High
School Internship Pro-
gram, students from Cros-
by ISD, Sheldon ISD, and
Channelview ISD are gain-
ing valuable exposure to
professional development,
financial literacy, career
readiness, and hands-on
learning experiences that
position them for success
beyond high school.”

“Having reliable access
to technology is critical to
that journey. We are proud
to stand alongside part-
ners like AT&T, Compu-
dopt, and Representative
Hernandez in supporting
the next generation of
leaders right here in East
Harris County. To the stu-
dents receiving devices to-
day: we believe in your

Continued. See PRIMARY ELECTION
RESULTS, Page 8

By Allan Jamail

Galena Park ISD Stadi-
um ~ May 19, 2026 ~ the
North Shore Eastside 2025
Mustangs brought their
championship season to an
end with each player,
trainer, manager and ball
boy receiving a lifetime
memento championship
ring.

The engraved gold and
silver ring has a removal
magnetic top revealing on
the inside the scores of the
five games leading to the
final championship game.
Also inside is the engraved
AT&T stadium field.

Inside the finger hole
are the 5 years of their 5
previous championship
games and the date of this
the sixth championship
victory 12-20-25.

On the side of the ring
has the score 10-7 of the
championship game de-

North Shore Mustang Championship players proudly showing their rings. L-R: David Martinez, Daniel Cruz, Elijah Brown, Lynell Hunter, Jayden Johnson,
Kobe Charles and Ezarian Fields. (Photos by Linda Jamail)

feating Duncanville, each
player’s name is on the
outside. On each end it has
3 rubies, totaling 6 in all.

The slogans, Eastside,
Nothing’s Easy, Woop-Up-
On-Em, Brotherhood and
Easts ide  is  scattered
around the outside.

The top has a large Zir-
conia diamond for this
year’s win and 5 red rubies
for each of the school’s pre-
vious championship wins,
a large NS with a silver
galloping Mustang, a copy
of the championship tro-
phy. Circling the top outer
perimeter in capitalized
letters is; 6A-D1 2025
STATE CHAMPIONS.

Since the championship
game the team was hon-
ored with a spectacular
banquet, a parade trough
the community and the

North Shore Mustang Championship players proudly showing their rings. Group 1. L-R: Jermarkeus Houston, Da’Sean Royal, Mikhael White, Jakyi
Whitehead, Hezekiah Johnson, Juan Hernandez & Kaden Brandley. (Photos by Linda Jamail)

Continued. See MUSTANGS
PLAYERS PROUDLY, Page 6

Crosby Fair & Rodeo opens this Friday, May 29 with the start of the
Cookoff and the BAG OF DONUTS entertainment.

By Gerardo Hernandez,

CROSBY TX— For 80
years, families and rodeo
fans have gathered in Cros-
by to celebrate a tradition
rooted in Texas heritage,
agriculture and hometown
pride, and organizers say
the 2026 Crosby Fair & Ro-
deo could be one of the most
memorable events in de-
cades.

The annual celebration
returns this week with a
packed schedule featuring
rodeo competition, carnival
rides, a barbecue cook-off,
youth livestock events and
several nights of live music
aimed at bringing together
longtime fairgoers and a
new generation of fans.

Among the headliners
announced for this year’s
fair is rising country music

Crosby Fair & Rodeo Marks 80 Years of Tradition
Event Runs May 29 Through June 6

artist John Foster, who will
perform June 6 alongside
opening act The Droptines.
Foster, the runner-up from
Season 23 of “American
Idol,” has gained national
attention for his tradition-
al country sound.

Organizers described
the June 6 concert as the
type of high-energy enter-
tainment the Crosby Fair &
Rodeo has become known
for over the years.

Texas country fans will
also see Southeast Texas
duo Bottomland perform
June 5, bringing a blend of
southern rock and country
roots music shaped by
years of performing in Tex-
as honky-tonks.

Earlier in the fair week,
legendary Red Dirt band
The Great Divide will take
the stage May 30 alongside

rising country artist Hay-
den Haddock in what orga-
nizers are calling one of the
fa i r ’ s  b iggest  concer t

nights.
Kicking off the celebra-

tion May 29 will be Louisi-
ana-based entertainment

group Bag of Donuts, known
for its elaborate costumes,
crowd interaction and “Su-
perpop” performance style
covering hits from multiple
decades promising a guar-
anteed night of emotions
and fun as they usually per-
forms in Crosby.

The 2026 Crosby Fair &
Rodeo schedule includes:

BBQ Cook-Off — May
29-30

Youth Fair — June 1-3
Live Auction — June 4
Rodeo Performances

— June 5-6
Organizers  recent ly

launched sales for the fair’s
80th anniversary member-
ship package, which in-
c l u d e s  a d m i s s i o n
throughout fair week, a
commemorative anniversa-
ry shirt and a membership
badge that you can buy at

Crosby rodeo website.
www.crosbyrodeo.com

Proceeds from member-
ships and events help fund
scholarships and support
agriculture and youth ed-
ucation programs in the
Crosby area.

The rodeo organization
said the event continues a
tradition dating back to
1946 and remains focused
on supporting local stu-
dents and the community
through livestock and ed-
ucational opportunities.

Additional information
and updates are available
through the  Crosby Fair
& Rodeo official website
and the rodeo’s  Facebook
page.

Continued. See CROSBY RODEO
OPENS MAY 29, Page 5

Top Scholars - GPHS

This Artwork is on Display at the Silos Studio of
Mei Hoffman, 1502 Sawyer Street. 713-906-4585

Art By Mei
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ASK DIAMOND JIMASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim:
“What is

Lapis Lazuli?”

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim” column and for
supporting the North Channel Star Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer and precious
metals broker.  Pineforest Jewelry has been a proud member of the
Independent Jewelers Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers
Organization (RJO) for many years.  See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious metals, and other questions related to the
jewelry industry, email jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

Lapis is a beautiful rock and is an aggregate of sever-
al minerals, mainly lazurite, calcite, and pyrite (That’s
right, fools-gold).

The rock can also contain lesser amounts of diopside,
amphibole, feldspar, or mica. Lazurite is the ingredient
responsible for producing the gem’s most prized color—
bright royal blue.

Lapis frequently contains varying amounts of whit-
ish calcite matrix—the host rock that surrounds the
gem—or flecks or veins of glinting yellow pyrite, or both.
The gem can also have a smoothly uniform bodycolor,
free of visible pyrite and calcite.

Lapis is semitranslucent to opaque, with a waxy to
vitreous luster. It has fair toughness, and its hardness
ranges from 5 to 6 on the Mohs scale, depending on the
mix of minerals.

Worldwide, lapis is mined in several areas. The tra-
ditional source of the finest lapis lazuli is the same to-
day as it was thousands of years ago—the mountains of
Afghanistan. Other major sources are Chile and Lake
Baikal in Siberia, Russia. Minor sources are Angola,
Canada, Colorado (US), and Pakistan.

Badakshan, a province in present-day Afghanistan,
is a forbidding wasteland of mountains, bare of any veg-
etation. The sheer mountain faces rise as high as 17,000
feet, and are scored with treacherous ravines. Humans
make their way there to seek one thing only: the azure
treasure that is fine lapis lazuli.

Historians believe the link between humans and la-
pis lazuli stretches back more than 6,500 years. The gem
was treasured by the ancient civilizations of Mesopota-
mia, Egypt, China, Greece, and Rome. They valued it
for its vivid, exquisite color, and prized it as much as
they prized other blue gems like sapphire and turquoise.

For thousands of years, lapis has been fashioned to
show off its rich, dark color. Typically, lapis used in jew-
elry has been cut into cabochons, beads, inlays, and tab-
lets. But lapis lazuli’s use has never been limited to
jewelry alone. It’s also a popular carving material.
Throughout its history, lapis has been fashioned into
practical objects, including game boards, bowls, dagger
handles, hair combs, and amulets.

Today, lapis is frequently fashioned into freeform and
nature-themed sculptures. Some of these carvings be-
come wearable art, others are purely decorative.

Stop by Diamond Jim’s Pineforest Jewelry Experience
and check out our lapis lazuli jewelry! We have an amaz-
ing collection of lab-grown diamonds and an equally im-
pressive collection of natural minded diamonds. We hope
to see you very soon!

Friday, May 29
9 a.m. Channelview Ministry Team

Meeting,

Monday, June 1-Sign up for Harris
County Constable PCT 3 Citizen Police
Acadymy, email Media@cn3.hctx.net

Tuesday, June 2
The Rusty Buckets Senior Group invites

all Seniors in the community to
participate in upcoming trips and events.
For information, please email
therustybuckets72@yahoo.com

Wednesday, June 3
11:30 a.m., Senior Adult Bible Study,

Next Generation Church,
12 p.m. New Mid-Day Bible Study at

Fellowship of Purpose, 14203 Wallisville
Road

Thursday, June 4
Registration open for Pipeline Hoops

ALL WORK NO WHISTLE Youth
Hoop Camo. Ages 6 6 & up. June 9 -
23, afternoons. For more information,
please call 832-272-1680

June 5
7 p.m. Houston Eastside Prayer

Gathering,

Saturday, June 6
9 a.m.- Car Wash Fundraiser for

Jayden’s Pathway to Purpose to be held
at W.D.Ley Family YMCA, 15055
Wallsiville Road

Community Events

NEWS TIPS & ADVERTISING
INQUIRIES

713-266-3444

Making Memories and
Touching Lives

I traveled to Austin on Sunday, May 17 to
attend the 21st Texas Silver-Haired Legis
lative Session. Spending five days with oth-

ers who work towards writing resolutions to help
Senior Adults in Texas have a better quality of
life, gave me a boost of energy that cannot be ex-
plained. After standing on the floor of the Texas
House Chambers, reading multiple resolutions
ranging from equipping independent living facili-
ties with better safety measures to increasing the
amount of SNAP benefits for Seniors, it also
opened my eyes to many challenges.

While there were some resolutions I could not
relate to, there were many more that I could. I
realize now more than ever why God moved me
from working at the community college to a posi-
tion on talking with and learning more daily about
the needs of our aging adults. I love the relation-
ships that I have formed over the past seven years
while working with the Constable’s Office. Each
week, I learn so much history and learn to appre-
ciate others more than I thought possible. Serv-
ing on the TSHL allows me to realize that no
matter where the Seniors live, there are common
issues. So many families are impacted by the same
issues yet how their communities react is quite
different. Those of us who live in the North Chan-
nel Area are truly blessed to have neighbors, elect-
ed officials and many nonprofits that work
together to “look out” for each other.

I ended the week attending my firstborn grand-
daughter’s high school graduation. Again, despite
the event being held across town, there were over
1,100 graduates being recognized and so many lov-
ing and happy audience members. As I looked
around, I saw families who have lived in our area
even longer than my family. Our family had four
generations present and others were new to the
community and celebrating with only one other
generation. I saw graduates who had families
deeply involved in the school district, as well as
the community. I met others who had just moved
into the district this year. There were learning op-
portunities as guests were asking about some
graduates that have more than one surname and
certainly a huge thank you goes out to the those
who read off the many names and did their abso-
lute best to pronounce them correctly. The exact
number of scholarships awarded was not an-
nounced but it was mentioned that it was several
million dollars. That says much about the gener-
ous community we live in as well as the determi-
nation of the students to locate funding sources.
While this was one of several high school gradua-
tions held in our area, I know the others reflected
the same. We have a community that promotes
education, unity, and successful futures. The area
faces great challenges; yet many accomplishments
and when we all work together, we all win.

Be blessed and make a difference this week.
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C R O S B Y

On The
Balcony

I woke yesterday morning,
and my cat, Felix, was nowhere
to be found.

“Felix! Where are you?”
In the morning, I put milk

in my coffee and a little milk in
a tiny bowl for Felix, and I put
both my coffee and his milk in
the microwave just long enough
for his milk to be warm. (My
mother says Felix is spoiled.
What does she know?)

But Felix was not around for
his milk. Finally, I found him
hiding under a living room
chair. I poked him, “Hey, Felix!”

He let out a little “Meep!”
that meant, “Don’t bug me!” He
was staring straight out from
under the chair toward the slid-
ing balcony door. It had been a
nice night, and we had left the
door half open with the screen
door closed. This is not any kind
of security issue, since we live
on the 10th floor of our building
downtown.

I looked in the direction Fe-
lix was staring.

There, sitting more or less
on top of a potted plant on the
balcony railing, was a Canadi-
an goose.

“Oh my gosh!”
“Meep!”
I went to fetch my husband,

Peter. “Peter! You would not
believe what is on the balcony.”
Then, because I knew he really
would not believe what was on
the balcony, I told him to come
and see for himself. The goose
was much too large to sit either
on the railing or in the pot
hanging from it, but she had
somehow tipped over the pot
and was straddling it and the
pot next to it. She looked per-
fectly comfortable. She looked
like she might lay an egg.

“Oh my gosh!” Peter said.
And with that, the goose de-

cided her tranquil resting spot
was getting a little too crowd-
ed, and she took off. Her great
wings lifted her up from my
toppled plant, and she flew
away. Felix arched his back
and watched in amazement.
We heard her call as she flew
off, and Felix scampered over
to the screen door to see if she
was truly gone—or perhaps to
see if there were more geese
coming to take her place.

I have no idea how a goose
landed on our balcony, 10 sto-
ries in the air. Landing on a
narrow railing—even with a
potted plant as a landing pad—
demonstrates a kind of agility
I honestly didn’t think geese
were capable of.

The last couple of days, I’ve
felt a little unsettled. I feel as
if I’m going through a lot of
changes very quickly and I
haven’t had enough time to ab-
sorb them all. I feel as if my feet
are not quite on the ground. I
feel considerably less at ease
than that goose, balanced on a
railing 10 stories in the air. It’s
disorienting, and it sometimes
makes me a little crabby.

Changes are almost never
what I expect them to be. I have
an idea of how things will be
and, whatever that looks like in
my head, it’s different in real
life. Even if the change is a good
one, it’s not as easy as I imag-
ined it would be, and it’s cer-
tainly not as comfortable.

But I know that I would not
want a life that never changed
and—even if I wanted it—
change will come, regardless.
My only choice is how I greet
change and how much grace I
bring to the situation.

This morning, I’m learning
from Felix. He’s no longer hid-
ing under the chair. He’s keep-
ing an eye on the balcony door.
Anything could happen on the
balcony.

Till next time,
Carrie

Our Screen Culture
Increasingly Can’t
Read

We’ve been having a debate about “book bans” in
recent years, but given the steep decline in student
literacy, the deeper question is how anyone would
notice whether a book is available in a school library or
not. The New York Times published an eye-opening
report on a study by the Educational Opportunity
Project at Stanford documenting steep declines in
student test scores, especially in reading.

Over the past 10 years, reading scores have
declined in 83% of school districts. What looked like a
COVID-19-driven catastrophe is, instead, part of a
long-running trend. Reading scores were falling at a
similar clip prior to the pandemic, in 2017-2019, and
continued to fall into 2024. In a third of school
districts, kids are reading a full grade level below
where they were in 2015. This follows what had been a
steady increase in test scores from 1990 to the 2010s.

The ability to read is foundational to a child’s
development. It enhances verbal fluency, memory,
concentration and executive function. It is associated
with academic success and sundry advantages
throughout life. That our schools are falling down so
badly on such an elemental matter is nothing less than
a civilizational failure.

Our children aren’t learning to read, in part,
because we’ve forgotten how to teach them. We decided
to jettison a common-sensical, tried-and-true method
of reading instruction — phonics — for faddish
theories that haven’t worked. It is notable that states
showing improvement between 2022-2025 embraced
phonics, which now goes under the rubric “the science
of reading.”

It also can’t be a coincidence that these harrowing
trends are playing out against the backdrop of
ubiquitous screens in schools. Schools are starting to
ban mobile phones, but the screen that they take away
with one hand, they give with the other. According to a
New York Times survey, 80% of teachers say that
students at their schools have a device assigned to
them; it was only a third in 2019. More than 80% said
that kids get devices ... by kindergarten.

It would have been comparable recklessness if
schools had decided at the outset of the television age
that every schoolchild needed a personal TV. Parents
struggle to get their kids off devices at home, and then
send them to school, where they read “To Kill a
Mockingbird” on an iPad.

Now, books haven’t disappeared from classrooms,
but they aren’t nearly as prevalent as they should be.
A new study by the Rand Corporation found that most
English teachers assigned at least one full book during
the school year, although 9% didn’t assign any, and
roughly two-thirds assigned between only one to four.

Engaging with a whole book in print is so
important because not all reading is equal. One
analysis found that “digital reading does improve
comprehension skills, but the beneficial effect is
between six and seven times smaller than that of print
reading.” So, too, reading a book is better than reading
a series of extended passages; it requires more
attention and greater immersion.

As education expert Robert Pondiscio of the
American Enterprise Institute points out, it’s a
mistake to think of reading as solely a technical skill,
since reading comprehension also depends on what the
great educational theorist E.D. Hirsch called “cultural
literacy,” the basic facts about history, civics, art and
the like that form our common knowledge. To our great
detriment, schools have downgraded this, too.

The worst-case scenario is that we have become a
screen culture that is only capable of producing screen
kids. A report last year in the journal iScience found
that reading for pleasure steadily declined from 2003
to 2023. On top of evidence that reading also fell from
the 1940s to 2003, this makes for an 80-year decline.

The poet and essayist Joseph Brodsky said, “There
are worse crimes than burning books. One of them is
not reading them.” And not being capable of reading
them is even worse than that.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5832 Star Lane,
Houston TX 77057 or an email to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com.
Please limit your words to about 200. Letters will be
subject to editing. Thank you.

State’s Wind Projects at a Standstill
Dozens o f  Texas  wind

projects have been halted be-
cause the Department of De-
fense has not approved the
federal permits required for
t h e m  t o  m o v e  f o r w a r d ,
the Austin American-States-
man reported.

Data from the American
Clean Power Association indi-
cate that the state has 54 wind
projects stalled as part of a na-
tionwide delay affecting 165
onshore wind projects.

President Donald Trump
has long opposed wind power.
Energy experts such
as Environment Texas Executive
Director Luke Metzger say the
administration is using the
regulations, such as ensuring
a wind project would not affect
military airspace, as an attack
on renewable power.

“It’s hard to see this as any-
thing other than an effort to
slow or stop wind power re-
gardless of the consequences
for consumers, the environ-
ment and grid reliability,”
Metzger said.

In a statement, a defense
department official said DOD
is still evaluating the projects.

The department’s evalua-
tion of wind turbines “is inher-
e n t l y  c o m p l e x  a n d
time-consuming because it in-
volves balancing two critical,
and sometimes competing, in-
terests: developing energy
sources while ensuring mili-
tary operations and readiness
are not degraded or impaired
to the extent an unacceptable
risk to national security is cre-
ated,” the official said.

R&D PLAYS VITAL ROLE IN
STATE’S ECONOMY

Texas is one of the top five
states contributing to research
and development, according to
a recent report from the state
comptroller’s office.

The federal Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysis estimates
R&D’s contribution to gross
domestic product, “after ac-
counting for the resources used
to produce goods and services,
employment and compensa-
tion from 2012 to 2023.”

The R&D value added by
Texas businesses reached
$29.2 billion in 2023, a 131%
increase from 2012. Further,
R&D in the state supplied
nearly 195,000 jobs and $30.1
billion in wages, salaries and
benefits in 2023.

Texas has 15 Tier 1 colleg-
es and universities, the most
in any state. In 2024, more

than 11,800 patents were is-
sued in Texas, the second high-
est  in the country,  after
California.

“When investments are
made in research, the returns
multiply — strengthening our
competitiveness, securing our
future and improving the lives
of all Texans,” said Fernanda
Leite, interim vice president
for research at UT-Austin.

FIRST CASE IN 2026 OF
WEST NILE VIRUS REPORTED

The year’s first case of West
Nile virus has been reported in
a Harris County resident,
the Texas Department of State
Health Services reported. The
virus is transmitted through
the bite of infected mosquitoes,
though 80% of people infected
with West Nile never experi-
ence symptoms.

“West Nile and other mos-
quito-borne illnesses are a fact
of life in Texas in the warmer
months, and all Texans should
take precautions against mos-
quito bites to stay safe and
healthy,” said DSHS Commis-
s i o n e r  J e n n i f e r  A .
Shuford. She advised remov-
ing standing water from homes
and yards, such as in buckets,
old tires and other items.

The symptoms experienced
by the unlucky 20% include fe-
ver, headache, nausea, muscle
and joint aches, and fatigue.
Though rare, West Nile virus
can be fatal.

In the past five years, there
have been 976 cases of West
Nile in Texas, according to
DSHS, with 106 deaths during
that period.

FRANKLIN MOUNTAINS
STATE PARK GROWS BY
1,000 ACRES

Franklin Mountains State
Park, 15 minutes from El Paso,
is now 1,054 acres larger to the
east as the result of a new land
acquisition, the Texas Parks

a n d  W i l d l i f e
Department reported.

“I am excited about this ac-
quisition,” said Superinten-
dent Cesar Mendez, “which
extends the buffer zone all the
way to Martin Luther King
Boulevard, adding some lower
elevation and flatter land to
Franklin Mountains State
Park and securing access
points (trailheads).”

With 28,000 acres — or 43
square miles -— the park is
one of the largest urban wil-
derness parks in the world. It
has more than 120 miles of
trail and is a popular site with
birders.

The acquisition helps safe-
guard the main mountain area
of desert bighorn sheep habi-
tat.

FEDERAL AID FOR
PANHANDLE WILDFIRE
VICTIMS

The Federal Emergency
Management Agency has ap-
proved a request for grant
funds to assist victims of the
Hunggate Fire in Randall
County, which has merged
with the Chocolate Chip Fire,
burning an estimated 14,000
acres and threatening more
than 1,245 homes. Aid has also
been granted for the Sinky
Fire in Potter County, which
has burned more than 2,500
acres and prompted evacua-
tion of more than 500 acres.

“ T e x a s  h a s
secured federal resources
t o f u r t h e r  g u a r d
against wildfire threats in the
Panhandle,” said Gov. Greg
Abbott. “With this grant ap-
p r o v a l ,
Texas has additional tools to
help Texans remain safe
from wildfire danger.”

The approval of a Fire Man-
agement Assistance Grant
makes the state eligible for
75% reimbursement from the
federal government for eligible
costs associated with wildfire
suppression. These grants are
available to states, counties
and cities to support the miti-
gation, management, and con-
trol of fires that threaten to
become major disasters.

BROKER IMPOSTER SCAMS
BEING REPORTED

Several attempted broker-
imposter scams over the past
few months have prompted the
Texas Department of Banking
to warn that such ruses could
pose a significant threat to fi-
nancial institutions and con-
sumers.

According to a TDB news
release, “consumers are target-
ed after conducting searches
for high-rate investment op-
portunities. Individuals con-
tacted by the fraudsters are
often not existing bank cus-
tomers and are located across
the United States.”

Some red flags to look for
are cold calls, an incorrect or
bogus email address, low-risk/
high-reward offers, and un-
usual funding procedures.

Anyone who is targeted by
a broker imposter is encour-
aged to contact the Financial
Industry Regulatory Authori-
ty at finra.org.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas journal-
ist. He published a number of
community newspapers in
Texas during a 30-year span,
including in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches, Lufkin
and Cedar Park.

 Email:gborders@texaspress.com
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2026 Crosby Fair & Rodeo Performers

FRIDAY MAY 29 -- BAG OF DONUTS SATURDAY MAY 30 -- THE GREAT DIVIDE

SATURDAY MAY 30 --
HAYDEN HADDOCK
(OPENER)

FRIDAY JUNE 5 -- BOTTOMLAND

SATURDAY JUNE 6 -- JOHN FOSTER

SATURDAY JUNE 6 -- THE DROPTINES
(OPENER)

C.E. King HS Top 10 Class of 2026

Abigail Marquez Gisele R. Lopez Brianna Jimenez Cristal Rodriguez Monica J. Colon

Aron Rangel Natalie C. Lazalde Emily Mireles Anthony Servin

Valedictorian Salutatorian Ranked Third Ranked Fourth Ranked Fifth

Ranked Sixth Ranked Seventh Ranked Ninth Ranked Tenth

Gisele R. Lopez, Salutatorian of the
Class of 2026 at C.E.
King High School, has earned
numerous academic and
extracurricular honors, including
the College Board School
Recognition Award, AP Scholar
recognition, UCA All-American
honors, and multiple national
cheer championships. She
graduates with an Associate of Arts
in General Studies, maintained All-
A Honor Roll throughout high
school, and completed more than
250 hours of community service.
Gisele plans to attend Texas A&M
University to study Data
Engineering. Her guiding belief is,
“ I  was served lemons, but / made
lemonade.”

Brianna Jimenez, a top graduate of
the Class of 2026 at
C.E. King High School, has earned
AP Scholar distinctions, multiple
Sheldon Spotlight Awards, and top
honors in Academic Decathlon,
including the highest honors score
at C.E. King. As President of
Academic Decathlon and an active
member of National Honor Society
and Early College High School
Ambassadors, she has
demonstrated exceptional
leadership and dedication. Brianna
will graduate with an Associate of
Arts in Social and Behavioral
Science and plans to attend
University of Houston to study
psychology before pursuing law
school. Her guiding belief is, “You
are not the opinion of someone
who doesn’t know you.”

Cristal G. Rodriguez Blanco, a top
graduate of the Class of 2026 at
C.E. King High School, has earned
AP Scholar and AP Scholar with
Honors recognition, as well as the
Sheldon Spotlight Award. She
graduates with an Associate of Arts
in General Studies and has been
actively involved in Academic
Decathlon, National Honor Society,
Student Council, and Early College
High School Ambassadors, serving
as NHS Service Director. Cristal
plans to attend National
Autonomous University of Mexico
to pursue nursing with a focus on
neonatal intensive care. Her
guiding belief is, “A negative mind
will never give you a positive life.”

Monica J. Colon Valentin, a top
graduate of the Class of 2026 at
C.E. King High School, is an AP
Scholar and recipient of the
College Board National
Recognition Program and the
Academic Excellence Scholarship
from the University of Houston.
She graduates with an Associate of
Arts in General Studies and has
participated in community service
through the Houston Food Bank.
Monica plans to pursue a career in
nursing with a focus on labor and
delivery at the University of
Houston. Her guiding belief is: “It
doesn’t matter where you start as
long as you make it to where you
want to be.”

Aaron Rangel, a top graduate of
the Class of 2026 at C.E. King High
School, has been recognized for
academic excellence, earning AP
Scholar distinction. He will
graduate with an Associate of
Science in Mathematics. He plans
to continue pursuing his academic
goals at Texas A&M Univeristy. His
guiding belief is, “Time well spent
is never lost.”

Natalie C. Lazalde, a top graduate
of the Class of 2026 at C.E. King
High School, is an AP Scholar and
will graduate with an Associate of
Natural Science degree. She is a
member of National Honor Society
and has completed more than 100
hours of community service,
including volunteering with Harris
County Pets. Natalie plans to
attend The University of Texas at
Austin to major in Biochemistry.
Her guiding belief is,
“Failure is only the opportunity to
begin again.”

Anthony Servin, a top graduate of
the Class of 2026 at C.E. King High
School, is an AP Scholar with
Honors and has received the First
Generation Recognition Award,
the Board of Trustees Medal, and
Student of the Month recognition.
He graduates with an Associate of
Science in Mathematics and plans
to attend Texas A&M University to
major in Mechanical
Engineering.His guiding belief is,
“Talent without hard work is
nothing.”

Emily Mireles, ranked 9th in the
Class of 2026 at C.E. King High
School, has maintained All-A Honor
Roll throughout high school. She
has been actively involved in FFA,
National Honor Society, CTE
Ambassadors, and CCC
Ambassadors, serving in leadership
roles as President and Vice
President of Sheldon FFA. Emily
has also contributed to her
community through service
projects with FFA and NHS. She
plans to attend Texas A&M
University to major in Animal
Science and pursue her passion for
helping animals.

Abigail Marquez, Valedictorian of
the Class of 2026 at C.E. King High
School, has earned numerous
academic honors, including
recognition as a QuestBridge
National College Match Finalist,
STEM Student of the Month, and C-
STEM competition winner. She will
graduate with an Associate of Arts
in General Studies and has been
actively involved in STEM
programs, leadership initiatives,
and community service, including
volunteering with the Houston
Food Bank. Abigail plans to attend
Texas A&M University and pursue a
career in medicine with the goal of
becoming a pediatrician.

Ranked Eighth

Addy Nava, a top graduate of the Class
of 2026 at C.E. King High School, has
consistently earned A and A/B Honor
Roll recognition. She is a member of
National Honor Society, earned an
Associate of Arts in General Studies,
and received the CTE Award of
Excellence in the Human Body Systems
endorsement. Addy has served as a CTE
Ambassador, manager for cross country
and soccer, and participated in
numerous community service projects.
She plans to attend University of
Houston to major in Biology on the
pre-med track with the goal of
becoming a family physician. Her
guiding belief is, “Everything happens
for a reason; an obstacle is just a
puzzle piece that belongs to the perfect
outcome God has uniquely created.”

Addy Nava
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Business DirectorySHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details

✯

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package

13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

WESTON COTTEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS

281-421-4050      1500 E. Wallisville Rd.
NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL

SPECIALIZATION

ROOM FOR RENT ROOM FOR RENTROOM FOR RENT

Furnished Room for Rent - Seniors 50+

$700/month (incl. gas/water/elec)

Deposit: $700

Crosby (Newport Pointe)

Serious Inquiries only:

barbhankins2025@gmail.com

Ready for Move in. 16-3T

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

20-2t

CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS

Your AD will reach up to 30,000 readers in our FOUR newspapers,
with a combined circulation of 15,000 copies. Get ACTION on your
AD. Rates start at only $18 for 20 words. A bargain!

Call 713-266-3444

San Jacinto Cemetery Spaces for Sale
 (Singing Waters Area)
Lot # 161 Spaces 1 & 2

36” X 13” marker, One Concrete Vault

Price $6,000

Serious Buyers Call:(281)705-4034

CEMETERY LOTS CEMETERY LOTSCEMETERY LOTS

ring day ceremony. At each
event both fans and the
player’s families were
present.

NORTH CHANNEL
STAR CHAMPIONSHIP
GAME RECAP: Arlington,
TX. Saturday, December
20, 2025 ~ The North
Shore Mustangs (Eastside
Boys) dynasty lives on with
a win 10-7 in the 6A –Div.
1 championship game to
reclaim and bring home
the title against the Dun-
canville Panthers. The two
semifinalists met for the
sixth time in eight years in
front of an attendance of
39,436 at the home field of

Mustangs players proudly
showing their rings,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the Dallas Cowboys (AT&T
Stadium).

The victory for GPISD’s
Mustangs over the Pan-
thers gives them their
sixth state title, from 2003,
2015, 2018, 2019, 2021 and
2025; leading the contests
between the two rivals 4-
2.

The state championship
win is the first for Coach
Willie Gaston, a North
Shore graduate and former
Mustangs quarterback.

Championship Has A Ring To It: photo of 2025 Mustangs Championship
Ring (Photo By Linda Jamail)
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

From left, Lili Reinhart, Victoria Pedretti and Alexandra Shipp star in
“Forbidden Fruits.”

“Forbidden Fruits”
“The Four Seasons:

Season 2” (TV-MA) —
Viewers who caught season
1 of this slice-of-life drame-
dy series should be excited
that another round of the
four seasons lands in our
laps on May 28! Season 2
kicks off after the passing of
Steve Carell’s (“Rooster”)
character, Nick, and his
friends (portrayed by Tina
Fey, Will Forte and Colman
Domingo) are naturally
grieving his passing — each
in their own special and dif-
ferent way. But they still
vow to keep up their tradi-
tion of vacationing togeth-
er, along with Nick’s ex-wife
(played by Kerri Kenney-
Silver) and his expecting
girlfriend (Erika Henning-
sen). Fey teased to Netflix,
“They have to learn to re-
form as a group in a differ-
e n t  c o n f i g u r a t i o n . ”
Whatever the configura-
tion, I’m sure it’ll be enter-
taining to watch! (Netflix)

“Summer House: Sea-
son 10 Reunion” (TV-MA)

— If you are in the Bravo
realm and have been watch-
ing the recent scandal un-
fold, you’ll be just as hyped
as the rest of “Summer
House” fans to finally watch
the season 10 reunion. The
first episode of the three-
part reunion premieres May
26,  when Andy Cohen
(“Watch What Happens
Live”) will ask intense per-
sonal questions to the cast.
Stars Amanda Batula and
West  Wi l son  re cent ly
rocked the internet when
news of a romantic affair be-
tween the two surfaced on-
line. Criticism from fans
stems from Batula being a
close friend of co-star Ciara
Miller, who is Wilson’s ex-
girlfriend and still some-
what intertwined with
Wilson herself. Not to men-
tion, Batula’s still technical-
ly married to Kyle Cooke,
who’s been the main star of
the show since season 1.
Talk about messy! Can’t
wait! (Peacock)

“Mother Mary” (R) —

One of A24’s latest releases
didn’t do so hot at the box
office, scraping together $3
million against a $20 mil-
lion budget. (Luckily, its
main star also just had an-
other major movie release.)
Anne Hathaway (“The Devil
Wears Prada 2”) leads this
psychological drama film
about a pop icon named
Mother Mary, who recon-
nects with her former best
fr iend,  Sam (Michaela
Coel), on the night of her
comeback performance. The
performance is meant to
smooth over a previous ac-
cident, where Mary was
suspected of trying to com-
mit suicide on stage. Al-
though Sam’s grown to
resent Mary after their fall-
out, she agrees to design her
a dress for the performance.
Through this vulnerable
moment, the two friends
can repair the wound that
infected their friendship —
and release a few emotion-
al demons as well. Out now
to rent. (Amazon Prime Vid-
eo)

“Forbidden Fruits”
(R) — This comedy-horror
film is based on a stage play
written by Lily Houghton
and landed a handful of
young actresses to tell its
story on the big screen. Lili
Reinhart (“Riverdale”) stars
as a girl named Apple, who
works with her friends Fig
(Alexandra Shipp) and
Cherry (Victoria Pedretti)
at a clothing store in a Dal-
las shopping mall. When
Pumpkin (Lola Tung), a girl
from the pretzel counter at
the food court, expresses
her interest in working at
the store, Apple reveals that
their trio is a coven of witch-
es. To work at the store,
Pumpkin must be initiated
and follow Apple’s rules to
a T. But little do the other
girls know that Pumpkin
has a secret of her own. The
film is out now to rent and
features Emma Chamber-
lain (“YOLO”) and Gabrielle
Union (“Goat”) in smaller
roles. (Fandango at Home)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.

Q:What ever happened to French ac-
tress Marion Cotillard? She was every-
where for a long time. — W.P.

A: After winning an Oscar in 2008 for
the film “La Vie en Rose,” she filmed one
movie after another, and another, and
another. She gave birth to her son, Mar-
cel, in 2011 and to her daughter, Louise,
in 2017. She’s actually been quite busy
acting since then, but she did take some
time off to spend with her children.

Most recently, she played a European
executive on season four of Apple TV+’s
“The Morning Show,” while being very
selective about her next film project. She
currently has two very different movies
debuting at the prestigious Cannes Film
Festival — the psychological thriller “Kar-
ma” and the comedy-drama “Roma Elas-
tica.”

***
Q:I read that one of my favorite shows

“High Potential” isn’t going to be back
with new episodes until 2027. Why are
they doing this? Wasn’t it one of the most
highly rated shows last year? — J.S.

A: When ABC recently announced its
fall schedule, several of its hits were no-
ticeably absent, and ratings definitely
weren’t the issue. “High Potential,” for
example, drew in more than 12 million
viewers for its season two finale in April.
However, senior VP Ari Goldman ex-
plained during the presentation in May
that they “want to give viewers a chance
to watch these shows with as little inter-
ruption as possible across the season.”

Two other hit shows with ABC, “The
Rookie” and “Will Trent,” didn’t debut new
episodes until midseason in 2024 and
2025. Both are hits, so it looks like Gold-
man knows what he’s talking about. Fans
of “High Potential” were annoyed last win-
ter when the show took an early and ex-
ceptionally long winter break. This way,
when it launches its third season in Jan-
uary 2027, there shouldn’t be too many
breaks between episodes.

In the meantime, “R.J. Decker,” star-
ring Scott Speedman (“Felicity”), will
jump into the post-”Dancing with the
Stars” Tuesday night time slot that was
once occupied by “High Potential.” While
Speedman’s show generated much criti-

cal acclaim during its first short season,
its ratings could use a boost. It’ll be in-
teresting to see if it can attract close to
12 million viewers for its second season
finale, but it certainly won’t be from a
lack of trying on ABC’s part.

***
Q: Is it true that there’s going to be a

Wordle game show? How will it work? Is
it celebrities or just regular smart peo-
ple? — R.R.

A:Yes, the extremely popular New
York Times word puzzle game is coming
to NBC sometime in 2027. Filming will
take place this summer in England. It’ll
be hosted by “Today’s” Savannah Guth-
rie and produced by Jimmy Fallon (“The
Tonight Show”).

According to NBCUniversal, “the most
obsessed and competitive players will
team up in squads and go head-to-head
in the ‘Wordle’ arena.” I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if there’s a celebrity version, much
like “Jeopardy!” does for primetime spe-
cials.

If you’re interested in competing, sign
up at Wordle.CastingCrane.com.

S e n d  m e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a t
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Marion Cotillard (Upcoming in “Roma Elastica”)
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5310 E. Sam Houston Pkwy N, Houston TX 77015 - Phone 346-789-6031

WEEKEND ALL DAY SPECIAL
Weekend All Day Seafood

Buffet $21.99
Senior & Kids Discount

10% Discount Parties of 20+
Graduation & Birthday

Specials
Celebrate a Birthday with 2

Friends, you get in Free.

Dine In & Carry Out, 7 Days
Full Salad Bar

Sushi & Sashimi
Hibachi

Snow Crab
Live Oysters

potential, we are invested
in your future, and we are
excited to see all that you
will accomplish,” Griffin
concluded.

AT&T & Compudopt
provided the laptops to the
EHCEC for the distribu-
tion to students in need.
The students were pre-se-
lected by the organization
prior to the event from an
AT&T investment fund.

This effort is part of
AT&T’s initiative to help
address the digital divide
through internet accessi-
bility, affordability and
safe adoption. AT&T com-
mitted 5 billion dollars to
help 25 million people get
and stay connected to high-
speed internet by 2030.
This includes distributing
more than 23,000 comput-
ers to students and their
families across Texas since
2021. AT&T will distribute
30,000 laptops nationwide
in 2026.

Compudopt is a nation-
al nonprofit organization
that aims to bridge the dig-
ital divide by providing
technology access and ed-
ucation to under-resourced
youth and their communi-
ties. Founded in Houston,
Texas, it provides a full
digital equity solution
through three core pillars:

Compudopt Computer
Giveaways: They recycle
and refurbish donated
computers and laptops,
distributing them to fami-
lies and students who lack
access to technology.

Tech Education: They
offer free, hands-on, curric-
ulum-based after-school
programming and digital
literacy classes for stu-
dents in 1st through 12th
grade. Internet Connectiv-
ity: They help qualifying
families identify and ac-
cess low-cost or no-cost

Technology giveaway
supports Channelview
students’ future success,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

home internet solutions.
The Compudopt Com-

puter Giveaways program
uses recycle donated com-
puters, refurbish them,
and load them with essen-
tial software. Then they
give computers to selected
families through their

Photo Credit (State Rep. Ana Hernandez facebook page)

Photo Credit (State Rep. Ana Hernandez facebook page)

Computer Giveaway Pro-
gram. They also help fam-
ilies find no or low-cost
Internet Solutions and
provide free Tech Educa-
tion to youth and adults,
fostering learning that can
lead to brighter futures.

Sheldon ISD Teacher Honored with
2026 Appreciated Teacher Award

EAST HARRIS – Racquel
Edwards, a dedicated teacher
at Michael R. Null Middle
School, has been named the re-
cipient of the 2026 Appreciat-
ed Teacher Award by Sheldon
ISD and Gulf Coast Educators
FCU. The award was present-
ed on May 5 in a surprise cere-
m o n y  b y  S h e l d o n  I S D
administration and Gulf Coast

Educators FCU representa-
tives.

The Appreciated Teacher
Award is an annual recognition
program by Gulf Coast Educa-
tors FCU, celebrating educa-
tors who significantly impact
their communities. This year,
the program received around
193 nominations from over 39
school districts across Texas.

After a committee narrowed
down the finalists, the public
was invited to vote for their fa-
vorite candidate.

Racquel Edwards’ recogni-
tion highlights her outstanding
contributions to her students
and the broader community,
making her a deserving recipi-
ent of this prestigious honor.
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