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North Channel
Chamber Announces
Summer Hours

The North Channel
Area Chamber of
Commerce has
announced its
summer office hours.
The chamber will be
open Monday
through Thursday
from 8:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. and
closed on Fridays.
Residents and
members can stay
connected through
the chamber's
website at
northchannelarea.com
or by emailing
info@ncachamber.com.

Second Suspect Charged in Fatal
Shooting of 17-Year-Old Angel Garcia

By Gerardo Hernandez,

EAST HARRIS — A second suspect

Questions Mount Over 339" District Judge'’s
Bond Decisions in Louis Erebia Murder Case

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

HARRIS COUNTY — The June 6 kill-
ing of Houston father Louis Erebia has
renewed scrutiny of Judge Ta’iva Bell and
the 339th Criminal District Court, where
critics say repeated decisions to keep vio-
lent or repeat offenders out of custody have
had deadly consequences.

Erebia was killed while trying to help
his son recover a stolen vehicle, according
to accounts shared on The Isiah Factor.
Police have arrested and charged 37-year-
old London Hogan with murder in the case.
Hogan, according to those interviewed,
was already on felony probation at the
time of the killing and had a criminal his-
tory that victims’ advocates say should
have kept him behind bars.

For Erebia’s family, the case is not only
about one man accused of pulling the trig-
ger. It is about a justice system they be-
lieve failed long before Erebia died.

“Unimaginable,” Erebia’s wife, Aman-

Judge Ta'iva Bell is under scrutiny following her decision to
allow 37-year-old London Hogan out on bond, even after
he had violated his bond parameters, and then allegedly
shot and killed Louis Erebia. Family, community members
and leaders are demanding answers.

da, said on The Isiah Fac-
tor. “Something that you
think you only see in the
movies, but you would nev-
er have to live. My kids lost
their dad. They’re going to
spend most of their life
without a dad. And I lost
my husband of 22 years.”

Family members and
supporters said Erebia was
not acting recklessly or
trying to take the law into
his own hands when he
was killed.

“Louis didn’t chase the
vehicle,” Amber Burrough,
Erebia’s sister-in-law said
on the program. “Louis
was not out there trying to
be reckless. He wasn’t try-
ing to be a lone ranger. He
knew that his son’s best
friend was in danger and
he shielded that boy with

his body.”

Burrough said Erebia
“went out there to protect.
That’s how he lived his
life.”

The case has focused at-
tention on Hogan’s past
and on decisions made in
Bell’s court. Andy Kahn of
Crime Stoppers of Houston
described Hogan as a “ca-
reer habitual offender”
during the interview, say-
ing Hogan had been to
prison multiple times and
had been placed on proba-
tion for a violent offense
before allegedly killing
Erebia.

“So, Hogan is what you
call a career habitual of-
fender,” Kahan said. “He’s

Continued. See BOND DECISION
SPARKS DEBATE OVER, Page 5

Dr. Tory C. Hill Named 2026 Region 4

HOUSTON, TX—Channelview Inde-

Superintendent of the Year for
Transformative Leadership at Channelview [SD

has been charged in the fatal shooting of
17-year-old Angel Garcia, who was
gunned down during a large party in east
Harris County last summer.

The Harris County Sheriff’s Office an-
nounced that 19-year-old Enrique Agui-
lar was charged with murder on June 17
in connection with Garcia’s death. Au-
thorities said Aguilar was already in cus-
tody on an unrelated murder charge
stemming from the February shooting
death of another teenager.

Investigators said prosecutors have
also filed a motion seeking to deny bond

for Aguilar in the Angel Garcia case.

Garcia was shot and killed on Aug. 30,
2025, during a party attended by approx-
imately 200 people in the 14700 block of
Waldine Street. Deputies responding to
reports of gunfire found the 17-year-old
suffering from gunshot wounds. He was
pronounced dead at the scene.

Earlier this month, authorities arrest-
ed 18-year-old Jefferson Velasquez, who
also faces a murder charge in Garcia’s
death. Velasquez remains in the Harris
County Jail on a $500,000 bond.

Investigators have not publicly detailed

NS Rotary Club

Enrique Aguilar, 19 yrs old suspect

the roles each suspect allegedly played in
the shooting, and no trial dates have been
announced.

The Harris County Sheriff’s Office said
the investigation remains active. The lat-
est arrest marks a significant develop-
ment in a case that has remained
unsolved for nearly 10 months and
brought renewed attention to youth vio-
lence in east Harris County.

Sources: Harris C. Sheriff’s Office.

Closes Out

Year with Generous Donations

pendent School District (ISD) Superinten-
dent Dr. Tory C. Hill has been selected as
the 2026 Region 4 Superintendent of the
Year. He will advance as the Region 4
nominee for Texas Superintendent of the
Year, to be announced by the Texas Asso-
ciation of School Boards (TASB) during
txEDCONZ26 in October.

Since joining Channelview ISD in 2022,
Dr. Hill has led significant progress in stu-
dent outcomes while expanding innovative
learning opportunities and strengthening
long-term district planning. Under his
leadership, Channelview ISD improved its
Texas Education Agency accountability
rating from a “C” to a “B” under a more
rigorous accountability system and in-
creased the percentage of graduates dem-
onstrating College, Career, and Military
Readiness (CCMR) outcomes to 96 per-
cent.

Dr. Hill has expanded opportunities for
students through initiatives such as the
Gateway to Education P-TECH program,
which provides students with a tuition-

Continued. See CVISD'S DR. TORY C. HILL NAMED
REGION 4 SUPERINTENDENT OF THE YEAR, Page 2

Dr. Tory C. Hill
Channelview ISD Superintendent

Sheldon Community Fire &

to Trio of Community Pillars

NS Rotary Club members posed with the Boy Scouts of America, Guerrero Clinic & Baytown Shriners.

By Gerardo Hernandez,

NORTH SHORE - The
final gavel has fallen on
the 2025-2026 Rotary

year, and members closed
out the term in true ser-
vice-above-self fashion—
by writing checks to three
organizations that are

changing lives both locally
and abroad.

Continued. See SERVICE ABOVE
SELF IN ACTION, Page 2

Rescue Crews Deploy to Support
HFD During FIFA World Cup

By Gerardo Hernandez,

HOUSTON - Sheldon
Community Fire & Rescue
has joined forces with the
Houston Fire Department
as part of Task Force
North for the FIFA 2026
World Cup.

The department has as-

signed UTV-23 and two
personnel to cover the sev-
en game days being played
at Houston Stadium. Capt.
Venegas and E/O Fernan-
dez are the assigned crew
members, pictured at their
post.

Officials say the collab-
oration and partnership

are imperative to ensure
resources remain available
and operations run
smoothly throughout the
tournament.

Sheldon Community
Fire & Rescue leadership

Continued. See CAPT. VENEGAS,
AND E/O FERNANDEZ, Page 2
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Service above self in action
as NS Rotary Club wraps up
2025-2026 term,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

At Tuesday’s regularly
scheduled meeting, The
NS Rotary Club presented
donations to the Boy
Scouts of America, Bay-
town Shriners, and Guer-
rero Clinic, calling the
presentations “the perfect

capstone” to a year of com-
munity partnership.
Supporting organiza-
tions that serve others
aligns with Rotary’s mis-
sion of Service Above Self,
and Rotarians are proud to
partner with these groups

in making a positive im-
pact in the community.

What a great way to
wrap up their final regu-
larly scheduled meeting of
the 2025-2026 Rotary
year.

CVISD’s Dr. Tory C. Hill
named region 4
Superintendent of the year,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

free pathway to earn an as-
sociate’s degree and indus-
try certifications, and the
New Horizons Fine Arts
Magnet, which offers spe-
cialized arts programming
designed to increase stu-
dent engagement and
achievement.

He led a comprehensive
long-range planning pro-
cess that aligned district
facilities, enrollment
growth, and academic pro-
gramming with communi-
ty priorities while
maintaining financial sta-
bility. Channelview ISD
also earned the Region 4
Dr. Rod Paige School Safe-
ty Award, marking the
first time the district has
received the honor. The
district continues to dem-
onstrate strong fiscal stew-
ardship through its “A”
Superior Achievement
Rating under the Financial
Integrity Rating System of

Texas (FIRST).

“Under Dr. Hill’s direc-
tion, Channelview ISD has
become a model for pur-
poseful growth, defined by
strategic decision-making,
collaboration, and an un-
wavering belief in the
transformative power of
education,” said Channel-
view ISD Board President
Alex Ybarra. “His leader-
ship demonstrates excel-
lence in every aspect of
district management, from
instructional innovation to
board relations, fiscal
stewardship, and public
advocacy.”

Prior to joining Chan-
nelview ISD, Dr. Hill
served as superintendent
of Sweeny ISD and held
executive leadership posi-
tions in Katy ISD and
Clear Creek ISD. He cur-
rently serves in statewide
leadership roles, including

co-chair of the Texas Asso-
ciation of School Adminis-
trators (TASA) Visioning
Refresh initiative and
member of the Texas Asso-
ciation of School Boards
(TASB) Risk Management
Fund Board of Trustees.

“Dr. Hill’s leadership
has produced measurable
results for students while
positioning Channelview
ISD for continued success,”
said Dr. Rodney Watson,
Executive Director of Re-
gion 4 Education Service
Center. “His commitment
to academic achievement,
innovative programming,
school safety, and respon-
sible stewardship reflects
the qualities this award is
designed to recognize. We
are proud to honor his ser-
vice to students, educators,
and the Channelview
community.”(Source
CVISD website)

Capt. Venegas and E/O
Fernandez representing
Sheldon fire & Rescue as
part of task force north,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

expressed gratitude for the opportunity to provide support and assist HFD, adding
that the assignment offers great first-hand experience for their firefighters.

“Keep up the good work,” the Sheldon department said in a statement. (Source
Sheldon Community Fire & Rescue facebook page)
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HIRLLYLILY b Community Events ASK DIAMOND JIM
WEB Thursday, June 25
By Charlotte Jackson 73??7rr21r7r1ztjnity Prayer Line, 7-8 p.m., Call 727-

(" Nestled Between Holidays h

e made it through a three-day holi

day weekend, complete with rain and

mosquitoes, with fewer outdoor activ-
ities but still a time to rest and spend time with
family and friends. And we will blink and next
week, we will do it again—hopefully without the
rain. While Juneteenth has finally received the rec-
ognition it deserves, as we move to celebration of
America’s 250%* anniversary, I hope you find time
to be thankful and get out of the house to cele-
brate. We often hear about the problems in our
nation, with everything from hunger, homeless-
ness, gun violence and unemployment, the truth
is, I still feel America is the greatest nation and
largely in part due to the spirit of our community.

When tragedy strikes, we roll up our sleeves
and get busy. Fortunately, we have worked hard
to elect leaders in our area that work diligently to
listen and put into practice programs that we need
when emergencies happen. If you have noticed
there are also some new “road signs” throughout
the area. These are a part of the County’s Adopt-
a-Road campaign. Local businesses as well as or-
ganizations and even a few families have “adopted”
roads to pick up trash on a scheduled basis. One of
the largest eyesores in the area is also illegal. These
are the BANDIT SIGNS we see way too often along
the roads, especially at busy intersections.

In Harris County there are very specific rules
as to where and who can place these signs, often
seen made of coroplast material and put in the
ground with metal stakes. These, just like the
many signs nailed to utility poles are ILLEGAL.
The fines are too costly to keep putting them out
there.

What if you have a business or organization
that needs to advertise to the community? Consid-
er reaching out to Luz Lopez, Community Liaison
with Harris County Commissioner Adrain Garcia’s
office and discuss adopting a road? Visitors and
guests will see that it is clean and well-maintained,
and they will see a LARGE sign in place with your
name on it. You could have volunteers, from your
company or organization, get involved and do the
monthly clean ups. (As a suggestion, you might also
want to purchase t-shirts that they can wear while
doing the Clean-Ups as well as throughout the
month to interest potential volunteers.) Perhaps
you can find a youth organization and offer shirts
as well as learn about ways you could partner to
help support their events throughout the year?
Imagine, your employees get to know the youth,
attend the events for the youth and perhaps build
lifelong friendships. We all know several youth who
are missing out on having extended family and I
have a list of senior adults what would love to share
stories with younger people about their rich histo-
ry and what they have learned while living in east
Harris County.

If you are interested in learning more about
adopting roads,

please contact Luz.Lopez@pct2.hctx.net

or if you are wanting to volunteer, please con-
tact me at charlotte.jackson@yahoo.com

J

Friday, June 26

Pkwy North

Normandy

Sunday, June 28

727-731-7272

Monday, June 29

p-m.

Sheldon Road

731-7272

Road,

\

Channelview Ministry Team Monthly
Meeting, 9 a.m, Channelview First Assembly
of God, 330 Sheldon Road

Neighbors TableFree Lunch for
Community, 11:00- 1:00 p.m. Set Free
Church, 749 Uvalde Road,

Saturday, June 27

Free Soccer Fest, 10a.m.-2 p.m.,
Panther Stadium, 11433 E. Sam Houston

Grand Opening Family Day, Small
People Development Center, 2-5 p.m., 534

Worship Grateful Nights (Ticketed
Concert with Chandler Moore and Anthony
Evans), 7 p.m. Inspire Church Houston,
11727 E. Sam Houston Pkwy North

Community Prayer Line, 7-8 p.m., Call

Harris County Public Llbrary
Harris County Public World Cup Trivia, 6

Tuesday, June 30
Our Daily Bread Food Distribution, 5 -
6 p.m., St Andrew Catholic Church, 827

Community Prayer Line, 7-8 p.m., Call 727-

Wednesday, July 1

Senior Adult Bible Study, 11:30 a.m.,
Next Generation Church, 13817 Forece Street

Mid-Week Mid-Day Bible Study, 12
p-m., Fellowship of Purpose, 14203 Wallisville

Y

Help Support Our St. Andrew
Gabriel Project Ministry!

We're currently seek-
ing some essential items
to support families in
our community, and
we’d be so grateful for
your help! Here’s what
we need:

Car Seats

Strollers

Pack ‘n Play Play-
pens

Newborn to 3 months
Clothes

Because these items
are large and need spe-
cial handling, we kindly
ask that you drop off any
donations directly at the
parish office.

If you’d rather make
a financial contribution,

just scan the QR code
below to support these

needs. Your generosity
truly makes a big differ-
ence for those we assist.

Thank you so much
for your continued sup-
port!

If you have any ques-
tions or need more infor-
mation, please reach out.

Jackie Moreno, Gab-
riel Project Donation Co-
ordinator(832) 309-6037.

Diamond Jim:
“What is
Padparadscha’?”’

Padparadscha is an extremely rare variety
of sapphire. In fact, it’s the most rare, and most prized
form of sapphire. It is also one of the most expensive
gems in the world, with prices similar to those
of emeralds and rubies. Padparadscha is also one of
the hardest gems in the world, second only to diamond.
As hardness is a factor that determines how long a
gemstone will last, this trait makes padparadscha an
excellent gem for jewelry.

The name padparadscha (sometimes spelled pad-
paradsha) derives from the Sinhalese word padma rad-
schen, meaning lotus blossom, as the stone is of a
similar color to the lotus blossom. Most padparadscha
gems are small, less than two carats in weight. How-
ever, a stone from Sri Lanka is on display at the
American Museum of Natural History in New
York that weights an incredible one hundred carats.

Padparadscha is a beautiful pinkish-orange color,
however retailers sell rich orange colored sapphires as
padparadscha. This is misleading, as true padparad-
scha displays a delicate mixture of orange and pink.
Quality stones will have a uniform, pure pink/ orange
color and will be a lot more expensive. Padparadscha
is the only variety of corundum other than ruby that
is given its own name. Usually, different varieties of
corundum are referred to as a particular color
of sapphire.

Today, many padparadscha stones are heat treat-
ed, to enhance their color. Most are cut into oval
or cushion cuts. Padparadscha is brittle, with
an adamantine to vitreous luster. It is an extremely
hard stone, rating a 9 on the hardness scale. Many
knowledgeable sources argue that the only real pad-
paradscha can be found in Sri Lanka. However, pink-
ish orange sapphires have also been found in
Madagascar, at the Quy Chau mines in Vietnam, and
in the Tunduru district of the Umba Valley in north-
east Tanzania. The padparadscha from Tanzania tends
to be browner and is sometimes called African pad.

It has been said by some that: “Padparadscha is a
gentle stone with enormous energy that is said to have
many positive attributes. It is a stone that represents
joy, vital energy and foresight. It can help the wearer
make enormous changes, helping him come close to
achieving his life goals. It removes the many resistanc-
es to change the wearer may have, replacing this re-
sistance with clarity. With this newfound clarity, the
wearer can achieve a much-needed calm. This calm
helps him understand the root of his problems, allow-
ing for a much needed change. With this calmness, it
is also easier for the wearer to trust himself, which is
freeing.”

If you are looking to purchase that amazing gift for
yourself or someone else, or you need to sell some old
jewelry, coins, or diamonds to pay the bills, look no
further than Pineforest Jewelry. Contact us or simply
stop by our store if you would like assistance learning
how we can be of service to you.

Thank you for reading the “Ask Diamond Jim” column and for
supporting the North Channel Star Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master jeweler, diamond dealer and precious
metals broker. Pineforest Jewelry has been a proud member of the
Independent Jewelers Organization (IJO) and the Retail Jewelers
Organization (RJO) for many years. See more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions pertaining to jewelry, watches, diamonds,
precious stones, precious metals, and other questions related to the
Jewelry industry, email jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.
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Commissioner Garcia
Honors Community
Pillars at Precinct 2
Juneteenth Celebration

By Gerardo Hernandez,

NORTH HARRIS - On
Friday, June 19, Commis-
sioner Adrian Garcia host-
ed a Juneteenth
celebration to commemo-
rate the historic day.

At the Harris county’s
annual Juneteenth gather-
ing, Garcia presented
awards to a slate of local
leaders, singling out those
whose daily work
“strengthens families, up-
lifts neighborhoods, and
moves Precinct 2 forward.”

In a social media post
following the event, Garcia
reflected on the legacy of
freedom while stressing
the work that lies ahead.
“We reflect on the legacy of

freedom,” he wrote, “but
we also recommit to the
continued work of building
stronger, more connected
communities.”

The honorees a mix of
grassroots organizers,
small-business owners,
and longtime volunteers
were celebrated for their
behind-the-scenes impact
on everything from youth
mentorship to food access.

With sponsors and com-
munity partners looking
on, the event mixed live
music, historical exhibits,
and a call to action.

The celebration capped
a week of county-led June-
teenth events, all aimed at
turning remembrance into
renewed civic energy.

COUNTY
MATTERS

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo

Judge Hidalgo
Honors Juneteenth

Harris County, TX, June 18, 2026, Harris
County Judge Lina Hidalgo released the following
statement in honor of Juneteenth tomorrow:

“In Harris County, we have so much diversity
and tolerance is the glue that keeps our communi-
ty together. As we honor the history and contribu-
tions of Black Americans tomorrow, we also
commemorate our shared history of helping one
another through struggle. And as we remember the
sacrifices and fights that continue to this day, let
us also remember the late Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee for her decades of work to recognize
Juneteenth as a federal holiday,” said Judge Lina

Hidalgo.

Fun Fact

Source:

b

In 1867, on Coney Island,
New York, an immigrant
named Charles Feltman
invented the first “hot
dog bun,’ enabling
beachgoers to enjoy his
“Frankfurter” sausages
without needing plates
or silverware. Over the
next 60 years, Feltman’s

“hot dog” stand grew
into Feltman’s Ocean

www.feltmansofconeyisland.com

S

© 2026 by King Features Syndicate, Inc.
World rights reserved.

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

Gains Seen in all Subjects on STAAR test

Texas high school stu-
dents showed improvement
in every subject in this
spring’s end-of-course
STAAR exams, the Texas
Education Agency reported.

The results include as-
sessments in Algebra I, En-
glish I, English II, biology
and U.S. history. The big-
gest improvement was in bi-
ology, with 71% of students
meeting expectations, up
9%.

“These results reflect the
hard work of Texas stu-
dents, educators and fami-
lies and demonstrate that
focused instruction and high
expectations continue to
produce positive outcomes
for students across our
state,” said Commissioner
Mike Morath. “These results
may also be reflective of the
legislature’s ban of cell
phone use in classrooms, so
that students are better able
to stay focused on their
schoolwork while at school.”

Parents and families can
access their child’s individ-
ual STAAR EOC results
through their school dis-
trict’s family portal or by
visiting TexasAssessment.gov and
using the unique access code
provided by their child’s
school.

STAAR results for stu-
dents in grades 3-8 will be
available this week.

Schools will begin phas-
ing out STAAR end-of-year
testing beginning in the
2027-2028 school year.

EXPERTS WARN CHARTER
SCHOOL BOOM COULD
BUST

The pace of growth of
charter schools in Texas
slowed this past school year,
with experts warning that
the enrollment drops facing
traditional school districts
could begin to affect
charters, The Texas
Tribune reported. With de-
clining birth rates, the
growth of vouchers, and in-
creased immigration en-
forcement, experts say the
growth of charter schools
may soon reverse.

“They’re headed to a cliff,
for sure,” said Bob Temple-
ton, a senior consultant with
an Austin-based public pol-
icy firm called STRIVE.
“And I don’t know if it’s go-
ing to be next year, but it
could definitely be within
five years.”

Texas public schools this

past year experienced their
first non-pandemic enroll-
ment decline in nearly 40
years, with 76,000 fewer
students. The drop was pri-
marily among Hispanic stu-
dents in traditional
neighborhood campuses.
Charter schools still in-
creased enrollment, but at a
lower rate. They now edu-
cate roughly 446,000 stu-
dents, or 8% of the state’s
nearly 5.5 million public
school students.

“It was the changes in
immigration enforcement
that caused the enrollment
to turn the way that it
turned this year, especially
as it relates to the Hispanic
community,” said Temple-
ton.

ABBOTT, ROLLINS UPDATE
TEXANS ON SCREWWORM
RESPONSE

Gov. Greg Abbott and
U.S. Secretary of Agricul-
ture Brooke
Rollins briefed the public on
the state and federal gov-
ernments’ ongoing response
to the threat posed by the
New World Screwworm.
There have been 11 con-
firmed cases in Texas as of
Monday.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture is importing
and dispersing sterile male
flies to combat the
invasion, and the Texas An-
imal Health Commission
has designated five “infest-
ed zones” that include Coke,
Edwards, Gillespie, Kerr,
Kimble, La Salle, Sutton,
Tom Green, Uvalde, Val
Verde, Webb, and Zavala
counties.

Warm-blooded animals
must pass an inspection be-
fore being authorized for
shipment outside an affect-
ed area.

“Sterile flies are the well-
established solution to the
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spread of the New World
screwworm,” Abbott said.

Ranchers and livestock
owners are urged to remain
vigilant by checking ani-
mals daily and treating
wounds promptly. The
screwworm lays its larvae in
open wounds.

Texans are urged to re-
port any suspected New
World screwworm cases in
livestock to the Texas Ani-
mal Health Commission at
1-800-550-8242 and report
suspected wildlife cases to
the Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department (TPWD) at
(512) 389-4505

ABBOTT TAKES AIM AT
TEXAS DATA CENTERS

Abbott has directed elec-
tric regulators and ERCOT,
the agency that oversees the
electric grid, to require new
data centers to pay for the
power and infrastructure
needed to power their
operations, The Dallas
Morning News reported.
The explosive growth in the
centers is sparking fears
that they will drive up con-
sumer electric bills.

The governor further or-
dered the Public Utility
Commission to ensure that
new data centers actually
reduce residential electric
bills.

“Data centers must oper-
ate in ways that reduce
costs for residential electric-
ity customers, do not drain
water needed for our com-
munities and take into con-
sideration the needs of our
neighborhoods,” Abbott said
in a statement.

He has also proposed new
laws in next year’s legisla-
tive session that would re-
peal a data center sales tax
exemption that could cost
the state billions of dollars
in tax revenue, require data
centers to use water-effi-
cient technologies, and re-
port electric and water
usage.

AGENCY TO SET RULES ON
USING FRACKING
WASTEWATER ON
FARMLAND

Lawmakers have direct-
ed the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality to
lead the charge in setting
water quality guidelines for
using treated oilfield waste-
water on Texas
farmland, The
Tribune reported. As the
state’s demand for water
grows, lawmakers have in-
vested millions of dollars
studying ways to treat the
billions of gallons of toxic
wastewater produced from
fracking operations so it can
be used for irrigation pur-
poses.

Each site where the wa-
ter is to be used will require
its own permit, including
limits on pollutants before
the water is released, and
reporting requirements “as
necessary to ensure protec-
tion of human health and
the environment,” said
Laura Lopez, a TCEQ
spokesperson.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-
year span, including in
Longview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and
Cedar Park.

Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

_'*'—

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

The Stick
Game

When I was 8 years old, I
played a game while on vaca-
tion.

I was visiting the ocean for
the first time. The sand was
dry, and as the waves hit the
beach, I would see which wave
came up highest, and I would
put a stick on the high-water
mark.

I kept doing this. To my
amazement, the record contin-
ued to be broken — not by ev-
ery wave, but within a minute,
a new wave would break in a
place higher up on the beach. I
kept moving the stick higher
and higher up the beach. It was
a very exciting game.

I didn’t learn about the tide
until much later.

Somehow, the idea that the
waves would simply be outdo-
ing one another didn’t require
an explanation at 8. And, of
course, the notion of a lowering
tide never entered my mind.

I was reminded of that this
morning, and I wondered if I've
ever gotten over playing my
stick-on-the-beach game. Be-
cause I love to break records for
myself. I love to write more and
write faster, walk farther, get
more done. I tally up every day
by what I have accomplished.
This might be because I write
instead of having a real job,
where my hours would be re-
corded or I would be given a per-
formance review. Perhaps I
need to reassure myself that
typing away on my computer re-
ally is proper work.

But I have always done this
— to a greater or lesser degree.
I was once told by a reliable
source (my brother-in-law) that
I must never get a fitness track-
er because watching the num-
bers click up for every step I
took would become a mad com-
pulsion.

I confess, my brother-in-law
knows me well.

For someone who has never
had any interest in competing
with others, I am insatiably
competitive with myself. I am
always looking for the next
wave to hit a higher point on the
beach, and I always assume I
can keep doing it. Up and up
and up.

At some point, the tide has
to go out. And that is a good
thing, or the planet would be
covered by water. (I'm not sure
what being covered by water
would look like, for me person-
ally, but it doesn’t sound good.)

A friend recently asked a
variation on the old question,
“Would you rather be happy or
rich?” by adding, “or content?”
And everyone seemed to agree
that contentment beat out hap-
piness because it was lasting
and stable, and happiness was
so flighty.

I'wasn’t so sure. Alittle dose
of discontent is what spurs me
to try new and harder things,
to go a little further than I did
the last time, to explore ideas
outside the ones I already know.
I don’t think any of this is bad.
I told him I'd take happiness —
even with its unreliable nature.

But sometimes, I need to rec-
ognize that the tide will go out,
my stick will not move up and
that is OK as well. I guess that
would be contentment. At least
it would be a rest.

Today I am looking at crazy
words I wrote in the middle of
the night, words that look as if
they want to turn into a new
book — and I have not quite fin-
ished the previous one. It seems
like a little rest would be a bet-
ter idea.

But maybe the tide is going
up now, and it’s OK to play the
stick game a little longer. I'm
not a young person, after all,
and the tide will not come up
forever.

Till next time,

Carrie
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Texas Leads Nation
in Solar Growth

By Gary Borders,

Texas is leading the
nation in new solar ca-
pacity, installing 50%
more than any other state
in the first quarter of
2026, the San Antonio
Express-News reported.
Across the nation, solar
generation and battery
storage accounted for
91% of new energy capac-
ity.

“Texas is actually soon
to overtake California for
the most total installed
solar capacity,” said
Daniel Giese, state direc-
tor for the Solar Energy
Industries Association.
California now has 55.5
gigawatts of installed ca-
pacity, barely
exceeding Texas’ 53.5 gi-

gawatts.

A separate report from
a global energy think
tank showed that nation-
ally, solar supplied more
electricity than coal in
May for the first time.
Solar accounted for 12.8%
of U.S. energy last
month, while coal
dropped to 12.2%. In Tex-

as, the Electric Reliabili-
ty Council of Texas ex-
pects solar to exceed coal
for the first time later
this year.

The growth in data
centers is a major reason
for the growth in new so-
lar capacity in Texas,
since it can come online
fairly quickly.

Bond decision sparks debate
over judicial discretion,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

been to prison multiple
times. He’s done time in
state jail. He’s done time in
county. Matter of fact, the
only time he’s been crime
free is when he’s been
locked up.”

Kahn said Hogan re-
ceived five years of proba-
tion in 2024 for assault
with intent to impede
breathing. While on proba-
tion, Kahn said, Hogan
traveled to Louisiana and
was charged with four fel-
onies, including allega-
tions involving an attempt
to deliver drugs and alco-
hol into a federal correc-
tional facility.

Prosecutors filed a mo-
tion to revoke Hogan’s pro-
bation, Kahn said, but Bell
dismissed the motion and
sentenced Hogan to 30
days in jail, with credit
that reduced the actual
time served to roughly two
days.

“The judge dismissed
the motion to revoke and
gave him 30 days jail with
credit for 13, meaning he
had to do a whopping two
days in jail for violating his
conditions of probation,”
Kahn said. “If the judge
would have taken a good
hard look at his record,
there is no ifs, ands, or
buts. Louis is alive today.
He was failed by our crim-
inal justice system. It is a
cataclysmic failure. None
of this should have ever
happened. He should have
never been out.”

In a separate interview,
Kahn said the decision re-
flected a broader problem
with probation revocations
in Harris County.

“Why bother having
conditions of probation if
you’re never going to en-
force them, especially
when you’re convicted of a
new felony while on proba-
tion?” Kahn said. “What
kind of message are you
sending?”

Kahn called Erebia’s
death “so utterly prevent-
able,” adding, “Our crimi-
nal justice system failed
this family. Miserably.”

Bell has faced similar
criticism before. In a 2023
FOX 26 “Breaking Bond”
report, Judge Tavia Bell,
then presiding over the
339th Criminal District
Court, was criticized after
she revoked and then rein-
stated the bond of 18-year-
old Jamie Salinas, who
had been charged with dis-
arming a police officer. Ac-
cording to the report, Bell
set Salinas’ bond at $7,500.
After Salinas allegedly vi-
olated curfew require-
ments, Bell revoked the
bond but allowed him out
of jail the next day with-
out increasing the bond
amount.

Salinas was later
charged with capital mur-
der in the death of Jamie
Torres, a 26-year-old fa-
ther of four.

“That decision you can
plausibly argue perhaps
cost Mr. Torres his life,”

Louis Erebia, 56 and his wife Amanda Erebia

Kahn said in the FOX 26
report.

Kahn said the problem
is not limited to one case.

“This is judicial discre-
tion, and this is not an
anomaly,” Kahn said. “I've
seen this happen repeated-
ly.”

He said he has asked
state leaders to examine
how courts handle motions
to revoke probation.

“I suggested to the lieu-
tenant governor and the
governor that we take a
good hard look at what’s
going on with motion to re-
voke probations,” Kahn
said. “Like I said, this is
not an anomaly. I've seen
this repeatedly happen.”

During The Isiah Factor
interview, Kahn said judg-
es and courts must con-
front the consequences of
leaving offenders on proba-
tion after new arrests or
convictions.

“How do you allow
someone who’s already on
probation getting another
conviction while on proba-
tion and still be allowed to
remain on probation?”
Kahn said. “That’s the
question that’s going to
haunt this family and this
community forever.”

April Aguirre, a family
friend, said on the program
that Erebia’s death reflects
a larger failure to hold re-
peat offenders account-
able.

“The truth is, a lot of
people are just tired of be-
ing victimized,” Aguirre
said. “When you get a call
from your son saying, dad,
somebody just put a gun to
my face, I think he react-
ed like any father would
do.”

Aguirre said the family
wants accountability not
only for the person accused
of shooting Erebia, but also
for others involved.

“I don’t just want the
shooter,” she said. “I want
the getaway driver, and I
want all of his buddies.”

Amber Burrough, Ere-
bia’s sister-in-law, said the
family is trying to honor
Erebia’s life while de-
manding answers from the
justice system.

“It’s tough because it

should have never hap-
pened,” Burrough said.
“This gentleman has a
record of multiple egre-
gious felonies. He was on
probation. He violated
bond. He should have nev-
er been released in the first
place.”

Burrough said the fam-
ily wants the courts to do
what they believe should
have happened before Ere-
bia was killed.

“I ask that you pray for
my sister,” she said. “I ask
that you pray for my niec-
es and nephews. I ask that
you pray for the victim, the
other victim who was shot
and just released from the
hospital. And most impor-
tantly, I ask that the judi-
cial system works and that
these criminals are pun-
ished to the fullest extent
of the law.”

Kahn said the issue now
belongs not only to Ere-
bia’s family, but to the pub-
lic and lawmakers who
have the power to change
the system.

“This makes a mockery
of the entire system,” Kahn
said. “Very rarely do I see
anybody’s probation re-
voked, and that includes
with a new conviction. And
that to me is the core issue
of this.”

For Erebia’s family,
those questions are no
longer abstract. They are
tied to a husband, father
and community member
they say died while trying
to protect someone else.

“I think the way that
we’re going to cope with
this is honoring the life of
my brother-in-law,” Bur-
rough said, “who was a
man who put his family
first, his faith above every-
thing, and he served his
community.”

062226 ErebiadJudge 01
— Judge Ta’iva Bell is un-
der scrutiny following her
decision to allow 37-year-
old London Hogan out on
bond, even after he had vi-
olated his bond parame-
ters, and then allegedly
shot and killed Louis Ere-
bia. Family, community
members and leaders are
demanding answers.

Intoxicated Driver Charged After
Crash Involving Precinct 3 Deputy

By Gerardo Hernandez,

CLOVERLEAF - A
Harris County Precinct 3
deputy suffered minor in-
juries early Monday after
a suspected intoxicated
driver pulled into the dep-
uty’s path along the 7400
block of Miller Road No.
2, authorities said.

According to Precinct 3
Constable Sherman Ea-
gleton, the deputy was
traveling on Miller Road
No. 2 when a white Lin-
coln Navigator failed to
stop while exiting the
parking lot of an event
hall, causing the deputy to
collide with the vehicle.

The driver of the Navi-
gator told authorities he
was not injured and ad-
mitted to being intoxicat-
ed. The Harris County
District Attorney’s Office

accepted charges of felony
driving while intoxicated
and unlawful carrying of
a weapon against the
driver.

The suspect was taken
into custody and booked
into the Harris County
Jail.

The deputy sustained
minor injuries in the
crash and was transport-
ed by EMS to a local hos-

pital, where he was later
treated and released.

Constable Eagleton
said his office is grateful
the deputy was not seri-
ously injured and that
none of the occupants of
the Lincoln Navigator
were hurt. (Source Pre-
cinct 3 Constable Sher-
man Eagleton social
media)
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LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

PROCUREMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE & ENGINEERING SERVICES
FOR APPLICATION PREPARATION AND GRANT CONTRACT IMPLEMENTATION SERVICES
JACINTO CITY

The City of Jacinto City plans to apply for the upcoming Texas Water Development
Board Program (TWDB) Water Supply and Infrastructure Grant Implementation Program (WSIG). These
services are being solicited to assist the City of Jacinto City in its application and administration of the TWDB
WSIG contract, if awarded, to support eligible activities associated with the program in the Entity of Jacinto
City. Accordingly, the City of Jacinto City is separately soliciting (A) proposals from Administrative Consultants
for Application Preparation and Project Administration and (B) statements of qualifications from Texas-
Registered Engineers to provide engineering services associated to application preparation and project
implementation. Firms and/or individuals should have past experience with federally funded programs.

Please electronically submit your proposal/statement of qualifications in .pdf format via email to
christal.rodriguez@jacintocity-tx.gov or submit 2 copies with a thumb drive of your proposal of
services/statement of qualifications for the proposed services to the following address: Attn: Christal
Rodriguez, 1301 Mercury Dr. Jacinto City, TX 77029. Proposals/statements of qualifications must be received
by the City of Jacinto City no later than 4:00 pm on Tuesday, July 7, 2026, to be considered. The City of Jacinto
City reserves the right to negotiate with any and all individuals or firms that submit proposals, as per the Texas
Professional Services Procurement Act and the Uniform Grant and Contract Management Standards. Veteran-
Owned Businesses and Labor Surplus Area (LSA) are encouraged to submit proposals. The City of Jacinto City
is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. Servicios de traduccién estan disponibles por peticion.

|
CEMETERY LOTS

CEMETERY LOTS CEMETERY LOTS

San Jacinto Cemetery Spaces for Sale
(Singing Waters Area)
Lot # 161 Spaces 1 & 2
36” X 13” marker, One Concrete Vault
Price $6,000

Serious Buyers Call:(281)705-4034

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF DISPOSITION

The Railroad Commission of Texas has disposed of equipment and/or hydrocarbons pursuant to
Section 89.085 of the Texas Natural Resources Code. Any person with a legal or equitable
ownership or security interest in the equipment or hydrocarbons that was in existence on the date
the Commission entered into a contract to plug the following well(s) or clean the following
leases/facilities may file a claim with the Commission. Contact the Houston District Office at 713-
869-5001 to obtain a claim form.

SMP Code Number. 03-290054

Operator Name: LT Oil LLC (511752)

Lease Name: Mason (07110)

Well Numben(s): 220181924, 5(20101895), 12(20131315), 13(20131328)
County: Harris

SMP Code Number: 03-3021 58

Operator Name: LT Oil LLC (511752)
Lease Name: Mason (07110)

Well Number(s): 4(20101891), 6(20101893)
County: Harris

*

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money B " s i " e s s D i rec t o ry SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

N\
Graphics Unlimited, Inc.

CORPORATE GRAPHICS AT ITS BEST

Signs & Banners
281-462-1200

www.graphicsunlimitedinc.net
213 Kernohan « Croshy, TX 77532

WESTON COTITEN, ATTORNEY
HIGHLANDS
281-421-4050 1500 E. Wallisville Rd.

NOT CERTIFIED BY THE TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL
SPECIALIZATION

i L SERVICE VEHICLE INSPECTIONS
el [ E W JI00.
AENDERSON 713-702-3200
ARA DORW JORNNY GAERE 9115, AW
OWNERINSPECTOR HIGHLANDS TX. 77562
281-428-1187
1-800-345-8471 .
Sales & Repair Service HILL IOATRASE.
MATERIALS
Baytown’ Texas 119 Listi Ln, Highlands hillmaterials.com
JOhn Henderson WE DELIVER TO YOU
628 cedar Bayou Rd. resfd%n?all.)cosrr?ng’;g(?n(d)lgmal

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS

Ask about our Business Directory
Package
13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package
Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

RODNEY SIMS FIREARMS

FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR
LTC COURSES
GUN SALES

RODNEYSSIMS70@GMAIL.COM
(936) 391-5746
CROSBY, TEXAS

To advertise in the Business Directory, please call 713-266-3444 for details
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Eric Andre, Left, and John Cena star in “Little Brother.”

““Little Brother.”

“House of the Drag-
on: Season 3” (TV-MA)
— Fans of the “House of
the Dragon” series have
been waiting two years for
this season premiere, and
because much of the sec-
ond season was a build-up
to the third season. Eight
episodes long, the season
kicked off on June 21 with
episodes premiering every
Sunday night at 9 p.m.
ET. Heads of Team Black,
Matt Smith (“The Death of
Bunny Munro”) and
Emma D’Arcy (“Rhoda”),
are back in their respec-
tive roles of Daemon and
Rhaenyra as they brace
themselves for war
against Team Green. At
the end of last season,
viewers learned that Otto
Hightower was taken cap-
tive, Rhaena finally found
her wild dragon, and
“King” Aegon and Larys
fled the city together in se-
cret. Get your flagons of
wine and mead ready for

what should be a memora-
ble season! (HBO Max)
“Little Brother” (R) —
Guess we’ve lived long
enough to see John Cena
(“Heads of State”) go from
playing the funny guy in
a buddy comedy to playing
the serious one! (What
range, am I right?) In this
film premiering June 26,
Cena plays Rudd, a type-
A real estate agent who
lives an orderly life with
his wife (Michelle Mon-
aghan) and sons. When he
receives sudden news that
his estranged “brother,”
Marcus (Eric Andre), was
in a car accident, the inci-
dent leads them to recon-
nect. The thing is ...
Marcus isn’t really Rudd’s
brother; they met as kids
through a “Big Brother,
Little Brother” program.
So, when Marcus starts
causing havoc in Rudd’s
perfect life, Rudd wonders
if having a brotherly bond
is worth all this trouble.

Ego Nwodim (“Saturday
Night Live”) and Christo-
pher Meloni (“IF”) co-star.
(Netflix)

“Strung” (TV-MA) —
This latest Peacock origi-
nal film is a psychological
thriller from Blumhouse
Productions, led by Chloe
Bailey (“Fight Night: The
Million Dollar Heist”) and
Lynn Whitfield (“Eyes of
Wakanda”). Bailey plays a
violinist named Layla,
who signs on to be a live-
in music tutor for a young
girl from a wealthy fami-
ly. Upon meeting the
young girl, Layla is put off
by an odd mask that the
girl carries, as well as an
ominous air that perme-
ates the house. On top of
this, the girl’s mother,
Jasmine (Coco Jones), be-
comes increasingly hostile
toward Layla, leaving her
to think that she made a
terrible mistake in taking
this job. Lucien Lavis-
count (“People We Meet on
Vacation”) and Anna Diop
(“The Man in My Base-
ment”) co-star in the film,
which premieres on June
26. (Peacock)

“Queens of the Dead”
(TV-MA) — This campy
zombie-comedy film is a
great watch for Pride
Month, and hopefully, it’ll
pave the way for more
queer horror in the future.
Led by Katy O’Brian
(“Love Lies Bleeding”), the
film takes place on the
night of a giant warehouse
party in Bushwick. Club
owner Dre (O’Brian) is
scattered in her prepara-
tion for the party, which
makes her warehouse the
prime spot for a zombie at-
tack. Later that night, as
zombies start blending
into the chaos of the par-
ty, drag queens, club kids
and disco dolls are forced
to join forces and put up a
gnarly fight against the
monsters. Premieres June
26. (Hulu)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.

HOLLYWOOD — We first noticed Jas-
on Momoa in the series “Stargate Atlan-
tis” (2005-2009), then in “Conan the
Barbarian” (2011), and finally in “Aqua-
man” (2018). Twenty-five films later,
there’s no doubt that he’s a superstar! He’s
completed six films that are currently
awaiting release.

The first is “Supergirl,” led by Milly Al-
cock with David Corenswet as Superman,
and it opens on June 26. In October,
“Street Fighter” comes out, in which Mo-
moa co-stars with Noah Centineo (star of
the upcoming film “John Rambo”), as well
as Curtis “60 Cent” Jackson. Then there’s
“Dune: Part Three,” which opens on Dec.
18. In addition, he’s joining Andy Samberg
in the action/comedy “Protecting Jared.”

Momoa’s also confirmed to star in the
next “Superman” film called “Man of To-
morrow” with Corenswet, Nicholas Hoult,
Rachel Brosnahan and Nathan Fillion for
a July 2027 release date. Now he’s pre-
paring to shoot “A Minecraft Movie
Squared” (with Jack Black and Kirsten
Dunst) for a July 2027 release as well.
(The original “Minecraft Movie” cost $150
million and made $961.2 million.)

Momoa was married to Lisa Bonet from
2017-2020, but they officially divorced in
2024. (They produced a daughter, 18, and
a son, 17.) Momoa’s now dating Adria Ar-
jona, who played Dorothy Gale in “Emer-
ald City” (2017). She also starred in
“Father of the Bride” (2022) and “Hit Man”
(2023).

Arjona’s now shooting the action/thrill-
er “Onslaught” (with Dan Stevens), which
opens in September. Additionally, she has
“The Thomas Crown Affair” with Michael
B. Jordan and Lily Gladstone landing in
March 2027; “Man of Tomorrow” with
Momoa; “Alpha Gang” with Cate
Blanchett, Chris Pine and Dave Bautista;
and the erotic thriller “Scorn” with Kings-
ley Ben-Adir of “Peaky Blinders.” Momoa
turns 47 in August, while Arjona is 34.

feskesk

The unforgettable “Harry Potter” lead
Daniel Radcliffe was set to star in the Viet-
nam War thriller “Trust the Man” with
Oscar nominee Lucas Hedges (“Manches-
ter by the Sea”), but Hedges had to bow
out due to the comedy “Love Is Not the
Answer.” The latter was written and di-

Actress Adria Arjona (Upcoming in “Onslaught”)

rected by Michael Cera, and Pamela
Anderson, Steve Coogan and Jamie Dor-
nan co-star. (Theyre shooting in Otta-
wa, Ontario, Canada.)

Radcliffe saved the day by suggesting
that his “Merrily We Roll Along” co-star
Jonathan Groff take Hedges’ place. (Both
Radcliffe and Groff won Tony Awards for
the 2023 Broadway revival.) Groff also
returned to Broadway as Bobby Darin for
“Just in Time.” But here lies the rub. ...
Why take these two huge Broadway mu-
sical stars and cast them in a Vietnam
War movie that definitely isn’t a musi-
cal?

sk

Aaron Sorkin has written, is produc-
ing and is directing a sequel to “The So-
cial Network,” titled “The Social
Reckoning.” It stars Jeremy Allen White,
Jeremy Strong, 2025 Best Actress Oscar
winner Mikey Madison (“Anora”), and
comic Bill Burr. It’s set for an October
premiere. Why’d it take so long for him
to come up with a sequel for his “Social
Network,” which cost $40 million and
grossed a whopping $225 million? Was
he anti-"Social” for 16 years?

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

ENTERTAINMENT
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