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Varsity Cheerleaders

GP Yellow Jackets look
ahead after Dayton loss

Community Event

Top row: L – R:  Dr. Chelsea Norris, Nyla Hulett, Aniya Woods, Isabella
Preciado,  Jacey Smith, Khole Hardeman, Katherine Husband, Alberto Flores,

Gabrielle Kelly, Alaina Maldnado, Rhea Anderson, Nyah Ewing-McBride,

Bottom row L – R: Cynthia Garza, Chanel Bradley,  Squad Leader: Aileen Diaz,
Koree Adams, Captain: Nataila Garcia, Koree Adams, Nevaeh Slaughter,

Natalia Garcia (Photo by Linda Jamail)

By Allan Jamail

DAYTON, Texas — Oct.
2, 2026 — The Galena
Park Yellow Jackets were
shut out by the Dayton
Broncos, 54-0, Friday in a
District game at Dayton’s
stadium.

Dayton scored seven
touchdowns, using both its
pass ing  and  running
games to produce the vic-
tory during its homecom-
ing game.

Galena Park head coach
Spiro Amarantos and the
Yellow Jackets continued

to compete throughout the
game.

Galena Park junior
quarterback Jacob Muro
completed 5 of 13 passes
for 41 yards. Junior run-
ning back Jamile Hurks,
who has regularly pro-
duced more than 100 rush-
ing yards in a game, was
held to 54 yards by the
Dayton defense.

The Yellow Jackets are
competing in District 10-
5A Division II, one of the
region’s toughest districts
which includes teams from
across Region III.

Galena Park has 45
players on its roster, with
32 listed as sophomores or
juniors. The team is sched-
uled to graduate 15 seniors
this year.

The Yellow Jackets,
now 1-5, will return home
Friday, Oct. 9, for a home-
coming distr ic t  game
against the Nederland
Bulldogs. Nederland en-
ters the matchup with a 3-
2  r e c o r d .  K i c k o f f  i s
scheduled for 7 p.m. at
GPISD Stadium.

Linda Jamail served as
statistician.

Team Captains: L- R: #74 Dylan Arriaga, #2-Ramiro Cadriel, #55-Everardo Luna & #10-Roger Hernandez.
(Photo by Linda Jamail)

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

AUSTIN — Standing
before a Texas House com-
mittee, Amber Burrough
described a birthday cele-
bration that became a
painful reminder of the
man her family lost.

Louis Erebia’s 15-year-
old daughter should have
been celebrating with a
quinceañera, Burrough
said. Instead, this week-
end she broke down as rel-
a t i v e s  s a n g  “ H a p p y
Birthday,” grieving a fa-
ther who was shot and
killed months earlier.

“If we were lucky, my
brother would be at his

‘Where Does It Stop?’: Erebia’s SIL urges Texas
lawmakers to strengthen court oversight

VICTIMS PLEA. Amber Burrough, sister-in-law of Louis Erebia, who was
murdered in June, says the family will continue to seek justice and the
arrest of Logan Hogan’s family members who allegedly assisted him in the
murder of Erebia.

NO JUSTICE. Andy Kahn, victims’ rights advocate, spoke outside the
courthouse last Tuesday after a meeting with District Attorney Sean Teare
on the advancement of the Erebia case and potential additional charges
on other suspects in the case.

daughter’s birthday this
weekend,” Burrough told
lawmakers. “We’re not
lucky.”

Burrough, Erebia’s sis-

ter-in-law, traveled to Aus-
tin on Sept. 30 to testify
before the House Select
Committee on Governmen-
tal Oversight. The panel,

chaired by state Rep. Cody
Vasut, met at the Capitol
to hear testimony on pros-
ecutorial integrity and pos-
sible safeguards against

outside influence or fail-
ures in local prosecution.

The North Channel Star
identified London Hogan,
Sr. as the man charged

with murder in Erebia’s
June 6 death. Hogan has
also been charged with ag-
gravated robbery with a
deadly weapon and aggra-
vated assault with a dead-
ly weapon. A judge has
denied him bond.

Erebia, 56, was killed
after going to help recover
his son’s stolen pickup, ac-
cording to investigators.
Authorities say Erebia and
others tracked the truck by
GPS before the encounter
ended near Airline Drive
and North Loop 610 in
Houston. His family has
described him as a devot-

By Allan Jamail

HUMBLE, TX - Oct. 1,
2026-The North Shore
Mustangs defeated the
Humble Wildcats, 41-0,
Thursday at Turner Stadi-
um in a District 17-6A
matchup, improving to 6-0
on the season.

North Shore scored five
touchdowns and added two
field goals while its de-
fense held Humble score-
less throughout the game.
The victory extended the
Mustangs’ winning streak
to 11 games.

The Mustangs’ defense
has now recorded four con-
secutive shutouts, accord-
ing to the team’s statistics.

North Shore’s offensive
scorers included Darrell
Haynes, No. 16, with three
touchdowns; Da’Sean Roy-
al, No. 30, with one; and
Amari Louisville, No. 20,
with one.  Kicker  Rey
Amezquita, No. 81, added
four extra points and one

Mustangs Roll Past Wildcats, 41-0

Mustangs #16 QB Darrell Haynes plunges past a Wildcat defender for a
TD. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

Professor Ralph Lazo
November 3, 1924 – January 1,
1992

By Allan Jamail

October 6, 2026 ~ His-
panic Heritage Month be-
g i n s  a n n u a l l y  f r o m
September 15 thru October
15. For the past several
years I’ve had the honor of
bringing back the memories
of a famous person of His-
panic heritage.

Teenager Ralph Lazo a
true hero is my honoree this
week, this young brave His-
panic teenager did what no-
one would do, HE STOOD
UP FOR JUSTICE AND
HAD HIMSELF IMPRIS-
ONED in order to bring at-
t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  c r u e l
punishment of the incarcer-
ated Japanese in America.

The Mexican American
teenager spent two years
on-purpose at the Japanese
Manzanar Concentration
Prison Camp in California
protesting the injustice his
friends were enduring. He
wasn’t of Japanese descent,
but he self incarcerated
himself to give support to
his Japanese friends.

Ralph Lazo was the only
known non-spouse, non-
Japanese American who vol-
untarily relocated to a
Japanese American intern-
ment camp during World
War II. His experience was

the subject of the 2004 nar-
rative short film Stand Up
for Justice: The Ralph Lazo
Story.

Lazo, born in Los Ange-
les on November 3, 1924,
was of Mexican-American
and Irish American descent.
His mother died when he
and his sister were young,
leaving them in the care of
their father, who found
work painting houses and
murals.

A s  a  B e l m o n t  H i g h
School student at age 17,
Lazo learned that his Japa-
nese American friends and
neighbors were being forc-
ibly removed as part of the
Japanese American Intern-

Thursday, October 8
10 a.m., Double Nickle

Senior Group Meeting, St.
Andrews Catholic Church

11:30 a.m. GPISD
Retired Teachers Meeting,
GPISD Admin. Bldg.

6:30 p.m., Gospel Music
Night, FLukinger Center
Friday, October 9

11 a.m. North Shore
Exes Monthly Lunch,
Good Times Marina
Saturday, October 10

9 a.m., Monthly Food
Distribution, Uvalde
Baptist Church

9:30 a.m., How to
Prepare for Probate Court
Workshop, 2407 Market
St., Baytown

10 a.m., 55 and Alive
Senior Meeting, Our Lady
Star of the Sea

3:30 - 6:30 p.m., San
Jacinto College National
Night Out, North Campus
Wednesday, October
14

10 a.m. North Channel
Job Fair, San Jacinto
College North

6:30 p.m., North
Channel Toastmasters
Meeting, WD Ley Family
YMCA
Thursday, October 15

9 a.m., Domestic
Violence Awareness
Seminar, Hampton Inn
and Suites
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ed husband, father of five,
grandfather, youth base-
ball coach and community
volunteer.

Burrough told the com-
mittee that her family be-
lieves the killing could
have been prevented if the
justice system had re-
sponded more forcefully to
Hogan’s previous offenses
and alleged probation vio-
lations.

“London Hogan was the
individual who pulled the
trigger, but I blame the ju-
dicial system as well,” she
testified.

Hogan received five
years of deferred-adjudica-
tion probation in 2024 af-
ter pleading guilty in an
aggravated-assault case
involving strangulation,
according to court records
cited in published reports.
He was later arrested in
Louisiana while on proba-
tion.

“Within less than a
year, he was crossing state
lines in Louisiana trying to
smuggle $20,000 worth of

Family of slain Houston father demands lawmakers
crack down on judicial failures,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

dope into a correctional fa-
cility. And still, he was al-
lowed to walk free in
Harris  County.  Eight
months later, they finally
filed the motion to adjudi-
cate, but nothing. He was
given two days, two days
for multiple attempts, mul-
tiple violations of proba-
tion, and within seven
months he took my broth-
er-in-law’s life,” she said.
Burrough contended that
authorities had repeated
opportunities to hold him
in custody before Erebia
was killed.

Burrough invoked an
earlier question from com-
mittee member Richard
Peña Raymond about the
consequences of repeated
government failures.

“If things keep happen-
ing and people die, where
does it stop?” she asked. “I
am here as a representa-
tive of my family that is in
mourning, my brother who
can no longer speak and
the citizens of Harris
County.”

Her testimony extended
beyond her family’s case.
Burrough urged lawmak-
ers to impose greater over-
sight on district attorneys,
prosecutors and judges,
arguing that accountabili-
ty problems affect commu-
nities throughout Texas.

“We need oversight for
our DAs. We need over-
sight for our judges,” she
said. “It’s not just a Travis
County situation. It’s a sit-
uation that is universal
across Texas.”

Burrough also cited dis-
missal figures she attribut-
ed to Harris County’s
339th District Court and

questioned how many de-
fendants whose cases were
dismissed later committed
new crimes. The figures
and her interpretation of
them were presented as
part of her testimony.

“When you talk about
the failures of just the
339th Court, Judge Bell,
s ince 2021,”  she said
“5,407 cases filed. She’s
dismissed 2,173 of those
dismissals that our DA
had to sign off on. There
were 128 aggravated as-
saults on a family member,
116 aggravated assaults
with a deadly weapon, 93
possessions of a firearm
felony, 93 family violent
assault cases felony and 40
aggravated assaults,” Bur-
rough listed. All dismissed.

“How many of those re-
offended?” she asked.
“How many of those have
also had family members
lose their lives? At what
point does my brother-in-
law’s voice count for some-
thing?”

Burrough told lawmak-

ers that Erebia spent Sat-
urdays visiting the homes
of students who had left
school and encouraging
them to return. Since his
death, she said, a Little
League field has been
named in his honor and
Woodland Acres Elemen-
tary School has dedicated
a bench to him.

“But yet he’s not here,”
she said. “He doesn’t get a
second chance.”

The family is also seek-
ing scrutiny of another
person it believes assisted
in the events surrounding
Erebia’s death. No addi-
tional murder charge had
been announced at the
time of Burrough’s testi-
mony, and the family’s
claims about another per-
son’s involvement remain
allegations.

Burrough said the fam-
ily had met with Harris
County District Attorney
Sean Teare a day before
the Austin hearing to seek
answers about the prose-
cution and possible addi-

tional accountability.
Outside the committee

room, she said the family’s
advocacy would continue.

“All I can tell you is that
we’re not done,” Burrough
said in  an interview.
“We’re going to continue
fighting and advocating,
not just because it was a
preventable murder of
Louis, but because there
are so many citizens in
Harris County that are
still unprotected.”

She closed her testimo-
ny by acknowledging that
no change in law could re-
turn Erebia to his wife,
children and grandchil-
dren. But she told commit-
tee members that they
could prevent another fam-
ily from suffering the same
loss.

“We’re never going to
get my brother-in-law
back,” Burrough said. “But
you have the power to keep
his voice going and make
changes that stop other
f a m i l i e s  f r o m  l i v i n g
through what we’re living
through.”

Louis Erebia, 56 and his wife
Amanda Erebia
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ASK DIAMOND JIMASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim:
“How is the value of an

opal determined?”

Thank you for reading the
“Ask Diamond Jim” column
and for supporting the North
Channel Star Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master
jeweler, diamond dealer and
precious metals broker.
Pineforest Jewelry has been a
proud member of the
Independent Jewelers
Organization (IJO) and the
Retail Jewelers Organization
(RJO) for many years.  See
more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds, precious
stones, precious metals, and
other questions related to the
jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

Galena Park Branch
Library October Events

Family
DV Safety: October 19 at 4pm - An informational session on safety and dating vio-

lence presented by Crime Stoppers.
Booapalooza: October 26 at 4pm - Celebrate Halloween at the library with a cos-

tume contest and fun activities.
Adults
Chismeando en inglés:  Wednesdays at 11am - Conversation practice for adult

English language learners.
Shelf-ish Book Club:  October 28 at 6:30pm - Discussing “The Librarians” by Sher-

ry Thomas.
Gulf Coast Reads 2026 at West University Branch Library: October 30 at

6:30pm - Join us for an engaging conversation with Sherry Thomas about The Librari-
ans, followed by audience  Q&A and a book signing.

Adults and Teens
Folk Craft: October 5 at 5:30pm - Join us for an hour of crafting in honor of Hispanic

Heritage month.
Financial Aid 101: October 7 at 3pm - Confused about paying for college? Come

learn about grants, scholarships, and eligibility requirements.
Babies & Toddlers
Play & Learn: Wednesdays October 21-November 18 at 10am - Early childhood

development program focused on learning through play for ages 1-3.
For more updates, please follow us on Facebook and Instagram as dates and times

may change.
Regarding Booapalooza, we are looking for community partners to partic-

ipate in Trunk-or-Treat. Here, you can hand out candy to our little visitors
from your decorated trunk, plus engage with families in our community dur-
ing the event. Kindly inform us if you are able to attend so that we can make
the necessary arrangements.

We are also out of after-school snacks. If you would like to donate a box of packaged
snacks to feed our after-school kiddos, we’d greatly appreciate it!

Sisi Medina, MLIS
Branch Manager
Galena Park Branch Library
1500 Keene Street
Galena Park, TX 77547
832-927-5470  | sisi.medina@hcpl.net

Mustangs continue winning streak,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

field goal.
The Mustangs finished with 326 yards of

total offense, including 256 rushing yards and
70 passing yards.

Linda Jamail served as statistician.
The Mustangs, now 6-0, will travel to

Turner Stadium in Humble to face Summer
Creek (4-2) Friday, Oct. 9, in a District game.
Kickoff is scheduled for 7 p.m.

NShore #30 De’Sean Royal linebacker &amp; special
teams player celebrates his 70 yd TD kickoff return.
(Photo by Allan Jamail)

Nshore team captains. L – R: #23-Evan Morehead, #40-Jayden Allen, #19- Christopher Tolson &amp; #7- Dante
Mayes. (Photo by Linda Jamail)

#90 Mustang Lynel Hunter defense lineman sacks Wildcat QBack. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

Individual opals can vary widely in appearance and qual-
ity. As diverse as snowflakes or fingerprints, each gem can
differ noticeably.

There are three main aspects of an opal’s quality:
-Color—Background color and play-of-color
-Pattern—Arrangement of play-of-color
-Clarity—Transparency and quantity of inclusions
HOW TO EVALUATE AN OPAL
Opal evaluation should be done under controlled light-

ing on a dark background. Rotating the opal against a back-
ground helps when you’re determining its type and evaluating
its play-of-color and cut.

There are five steps that professionals use when evalu-
ating an opal:

 1.  Determine the type of opal.
 2.  Determine the ratio and quality of its play-of-color.
 3.  Determine the opal’s transparency.
 4.  Determine the opal’s clarity.
 5.  Evaluate the opal’s cut.

OPAL COLORS
Opal hues can range across the spectrum. An opal might

display a single color, two or three colors, or all the colors of
the rainbow. Opal displays background color in addition to
play-of-color. Background color—also called bodycolor—is
caused by the suspension of tiny impurities within opal’s sil-
ica spheres.

Opals are often divided into types based on background
color. Even though there are many different categories for
opals, here are the main types:

Black Opal
All other quality factors being equal, many buyers favor

the dark background color of black opal. This is partly be-

cause play-of-color tends to stand out attractively against a
dark background. The contrast of play-of-color to bodycolor
makes black opals very popular. Additionally, black opals are
considered to be the rarest (white opals are more common).

White Opal
An opal with a translucent to opaque white and other light

color backgrounds (bodycolor) with play-of-color is called white
opal.

Fire Opal
Fire opal is transparent to translucent with a bodycolor

that is usually yellow, orange or red. This material, which
might show play-of-color, is also known in the trade as “Mexi-
can opal” or “Mexican fire opal”.

Boulder Opal
Boulder opal is translucent to opaque opal with play-of-

color within a host rock. Thin layers of opal exist within the
host rock (called matrix). The opal is cut with the matrix at-
tached and is part of the finished gem.

Explore our 14K yellow gold Australian opal doublet
ring<https://www.pineforestjewelry.com/collections/gemstone-
jewelry-in-houston-tx/products/14ky-6mm-round-australian-
opal-doublet-ring>s and Australian opal doublet pendants at
w w w . p i n e f o r e s t j e w e l r y . c o m < h t t p : / /
www.pineforestjewelry.com>...your best source for all things
opal! Better yet, visit Diamond Jim’s Pineforest Jewelry Ex-
perience in Houston, 6840 E Sam Houston Pkwy N, to see how
the color in an opal move in person.

Sources: GIA Opal Quality Factors<https://www.gia.edu/
opal-history-lore>

Let us know what topics you’d like to see covered next.
We’re always here to answer your questions and make your
Pineforest Jewelry experience a “WOW Experience”!

Be Happy

Have you ever watched a toddler chasing the family dog? Have
you ever seen the smile on a child’s face as they went running
into the arms of their parents after a long day of work? Sure-

ly you have smiled when you have witnessed grandparents holding a
newborn baby. Happiness is one of those feelings that money cannot
buy.

Recently while attending an event, I witnessed a gentleman making
his way across the room to hug a friend he had not seen in years. You
could tell even though it had been a long time, their friendship was
real. The laughter and smiles were priceless. As they caught up on what
had been happening in their lives, you could sense the happiness that
was present.

I reflected on different people who I know who can see the good in
everything. Life is always not easy for anyone, yet there are others who
never are happy. If it is raining, they are grumbling that they just
washed their car. If unexpected guests show up, they apologize for the
way the house looks. If they just won the lottery, they are upset about
the taxes they owe.

Even worse, is when someone disappoints them. I remember talking
to an elected leader one night when I was working for the Houston
Rockets. He was so upset that his young teenage son was more inter-
ested in learning to play the flute as well as golf, than he was about
wanting to play football or pledge a fraternity. Years later, when his
son graduated from college, the father was the first to brag on his son
being admitted to a prestigious law school. I have seen some people be
so excited about their child enjoying life that they did not mind if the
student brought home countless friends to their small apartment. Hap-
piness is a gift when people choose to focus on the good in life. The
longer you live, the more you realize that good health, relationships,
and laughter mean much more than having a certain job or position in
the community. Some of the most miserable people I have known have
moved up the corporate ladder at the expense of others. Many a spouse
has endured the brunt of someone’s anger or even those who thought
they were friends have been humiliated by public jokes that were made
by someone, who felt as if since they had a certain position, they could
criticize others. I have known of some people who were so miserable
they would tell you “You are nothing because you are not…” yet they
were much worse off chasing titles or positions that those to which they
were rude.

As we look around, most people will agree our world needs more kind-
ness, more hugs, more laughter and certainly more happiness. I chal-
lenge you to decide today to be happy. Each night before you go to sleep,
list three things that you are grateful for or three people that made you
smile today. Wake up tomorrow and be happy.
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In the Library

Sometimes I have to give my-
self a talking-to.

I got back from my whirlwind
library tour and had a lot to do.
I tried to get things done and felt
like I was spinning my wheels,
leaving tire tracks on my office
floor.

One of the things I had to do
was record the comments made
on the surveys handed out at my
performances. This was some-
thing I was dreading. I suspect-
ed most of them would be
nice—and there is nothing hard-
er for me to do than read nice
things written about me. I get
embarrassed. I don’t want to do
it. But recording those surveys
was one of the things on my long
to-do list. So I started.

People were not asked to pro-
vide their names, but the first
survey was signed “Pearl.” I re-
membered Pearl. She had bright
blue eyes. She told me she had
recently moved into a senior as-
sisted-living facility.

Pearl wrote, “It was very
good and very interesting. I like
hearing about books.” Pearl and
I chatted after the show. She
had come to the library with a
walker because she had taken a
bad fall that spring and broken
both her femurs. I told her that
sounded terribly painful. She
told me she had almost lost her
life numerous times, and now
she thought she should write
about that: how she had almost
died several times but was still
alive and well—with a walker—
attending a presentation at her
local library.

I talked a lot about optimism
in my presentation, and a wom-
an came up to me afterward and
asked, “Do you think there is a
difference between optimism
and hope?”

I told her I wasn’t sure and
asked her what she thought.
She appeared thoughtful for a
moment. She was going straight
from the library to a fish fry to
support a political candidate
who probably will not win. But
she felt he wanted to do the
right things, so she was cam-
paigning for him anyway.

“I think hope is what you do
even if you know it won’t work
out,” she said. “Because it might
work out for your kids—or your
grandkids.”

I liked that a lot.
Another man told me he was

turning 90 later this year. When
he heard a character in my book
had a passionate romance at 86,
he said he thought 86 was kind
of young. I promised him that
the next romance I wrote would
involve mature adults.

I kept reading surveys. “You
inspired me so much! I was feel-
ing old and down—not anymore.
I’m not a writer but a painter,
and I am going to try.”

I had no idea who this paint-
er was. I wondered if they would
start painting. I wished they
had told me in person so I could
have encouraged them.

“Loved your enthusiasm and
can-do attitude. I left feeling
good today. Thank you.”

“Very uplifting. Food for my
soul.”

“You inspired me to write my
story for family.”

And that was when I gave
myself a talking-to.

I saw how foolish I was to be
embarrassed. I have been given
the chance to provide a little op-
timism, a little entertainment
and maybe a little hope. It isn’t
a big thing that I do, but maybe
it helps. And that is enough.

“People keep telling me I
should write my story down!”
Pearl said, right before she left.

“You should!” I agreed.
Pearl nodded thoughtfully. “I

might have to do that. I hear
they’re starting up a writing
group in the library.”

Till next time,
Carrie

The deadline to register to
vote in the Nov. 3 general
election is Oct. 5. Early vot-
ing starts Oct. 19 and runs
through Oct. 30, according to
the Texas Secretary of State’s
office.

The last day for an appli-
cation to vote by mail must be
received by Friday, Oct. 23.

V o t e r s  c a n  v i s i t
votetexas.gov to confirm they
are registered to vote, see
what is on the ballot where
they live, and get other elec-
tion-related information.
That site is maintained by the
Texas Secretary of State.

Meanwhile, The Texas Tri-
bune reported that an un-
known number  o f  voter
registration applications
were delayed because of an
error by the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety. The
agency failed to forward the
applications, submitted on-
line through its driver’s li-
cense portal, to county voter
registrars.

Texas Democrats have
called on Gov. Greg Abbott to
investigate the problem.

With the Oct. 5 deadline
approaching, the delayed reg-
istrations from DPS could add
to processing backlogs at af-
fected counties. A spokesper-
son for the secretary of state’s
office said affected voters can
still have their ballots count-
ed as long as they submitted
their registration before Oct.
5.

The DPS portal accounted
for about 6 million voter reg-
istrations from 2020 to 2024.
Texas has more than 18 mil-
lion registered voters.

JUDGE: TEXAS MUST AIR-
CONDITION ALL PRISONS BY
END OF 2029

A federal judge has or-
dered the state to air-condi-
tion its entire prison system
by the end of 2029, the Aus-
tin American-Statesman re-
p o r t e d .  T h e  T e x a s
Department of Criminal Jus-
tice has estimated that could
cost the state $1.5 billion.

Nearly two-thirds of the
143,000 prisoners now held in
Texas prisons do not have air-
conditioning. In his ruling,
U.S. District Judge Robert
Pittman said the prison agen-
cy had “minimized and mis-
led” the court about the
seriousness of the heat prob-
lem.

“The data that TDCJ does
not collect also paints a pic-
ture of an agency that is not
attempting to meaningfully
understand or document the
dangers and impacts of heat,”
Pitman wrote. 

A TDCJ spokesperson
took issue with the judge’s
characterization.

“TDCJ has robust heat
mitigation efforts in place to
protect the safety of its pop-
u l a t i o n  a n d  s t a f f , ”
Amanda Hernandez said in
an email.

The state will appeal the
ruling.

CAMP MYSTIC UNDER
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION

Camp Mystic, the Hill
Country girls’ summer camp
where 28 people died in the
July 2025 floods, is under
criminal investigation by the
Texas Rangers, kut.org re-
ported. Fourteen search war-
rants were executed against
family and staff members
who ran the camp. KUT
News obtained a copy of the
affidavit filed against Tweety
Eastland, whose husband,
Dick, was one of the 28 who
died.

The affidavit states the
Rangers have probable cause
to believe the camp’s leaders
committed a number of crim-
inal offenses, including man-
s l a u g h t e r ,  c r i m i n a l l y
negligent homicide, injury to
a child, deadly conduct, and
abandoning or endangering a
child.

“These offenses were com-
mitted against child camp-
ers—including both deceased
victims and surviving camp-
ers of the flood event,” Brant
Johnston, an investigator
with the Texas Rangers,
wrote in the document.

The affidavits are intend-

ed to allow the Rangers to ob-
tain electronic data from
Tweety and other members of
the Eastland family that
owns the camp, as well as
camp staff members. A Kerr
County state district judge
approved it  earlier this
month.

Camp  Mystic’s owners
are being sued in civil court
by more than a dozen fami-
lies.

LAND COMMISSIONER BACKS
VIRTUAL BORDER WALL

Texas Land Commission-
er Dawn Buckingham told
the Houston Chronicle that a
virtual border wall makes
“the most sense” for much of
West Texas, where plans to
build a physical wall have
drawn considerable opposi-
tion.

“The bottom line is there
are places where physical
barriers make sense, and
there are places where they
don’t. And we just want the
solution that’s best for Tex-
as,” Buckingham said in an
interview with the Chroni-
cle’s editorial board. “I think
especially when you get to
West Texas, a virtual wall, in
my opinion, makes the most
sense for most of that area.”

The Trump administra-
tion is moving to build a bor-
der wall across the more than
13 million acres the state
agency controls, most of
which is in West Texas. Gov.
Greg Abbott has previously
questioned the logic of build-
ing a physical wall in “rug-
ged, isolated areas like Big
Bend.”

Buckingham sent a cease-
and-desist letter in July to
U.S. Customs and Border
Protection after a contractor
for the agency was discovered
clearing state-controlled land
without permission.

Buckingham is running
for reelection against Demo-
crat Ben Flores, a former Bay
City council member.

RED TIDE REPORTED OFF THE
COAST OF GALVESTON

Biologists with the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment have begun receiving
reports of a red tide bloom off
the coast of Galveston. They
are monitoring fish kills and
taking water samples around
Crystal Beach and southern
Galveston Island.

“Water samples indicate
moderate to high concentra-
tions of red tide cells, and
beachgoers are reporting
mild to severe respiratory ir-
ritation resulting from the
bloom,” the news release
said.

Red tide is a naturally oc-
curring concentration of a
microscopic alga that produc-
es a toxin. Dense concentra-
tions are known as “blooms”
and kill fish by paralyzing
their central nervous sys-
tems. This can result in dead
fish washing up on Gulf
beaches

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas jour-
nalist. He published a num-
ber of community newspapers
in Texas during a 30-year
span, including in Longview,
Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches,
Lufkin and Cedar Park.
Email:

gborders@texaspress.com.

Voter Registration Deadline Nearing

The revolt against tariffs

In 2016, Donald Trump’s support for tar
iffs helped propel him to a shocking elec
toral victory. In 2026, his tariff policy may

help tank Republicans in the midterms. This
turnabout counts as a surprise of Trump’s sec-
ond term, and an unwelcome one for the presi-
dent and his party.

During his political ascent in 2015-2016,
Trump exploited issues where there was a dis-
connect between popular and elite opinion, and
trade was prominent among them. His protec-
tionism — expressed in pungent and excoriating
terms — poached traditional Democratic ideolog-
ical territory and appealed to the working-class
voters that allowed him to crash the traditional
Democratic “Blue Wall” states. In sheer political
terms, what could go wrong? Well, nothing —
until he got his way.

It turns out that Liberation Day was the be-
ginning of the end for any appreciable political
support for his tariff policy. The assumption has
usually been that the politics of tariffs favor pro-
tectionism — the benefits are very visible and
focused for specific sectors and businesses, so they
will be highly committed to maintaining them,
while the costs are widely dispersed among peo-
ple who won’t care so much.

The logic here has been turned on its head,
though. The costs felt by all the people with no
direct stake in protectionism are tanking support
for the tariffs. On top of this, there’s the fact that
Trump won the second time promising to reduce
prices, whereas import duties increase them. The
Yale Budget Lab estimates the costs to house-
holds as about $1,000 a year. The shambolic and
arbitrary rollout of the tariffs, as well as the du-
bious legal basis for many of them, hasn’t helped,
either.

According to a poll that the libertarian Cato
Institute conducted with Morning Consult, 74%
of Americans say the tariffs increased the prices
they pay, including 66% of Republicans. Fifty-
three percent of the public says that the tariffs
have weakened the economy, and 49% say they
have hurt their quality of life. Regarding the lat-
est trade spat with Canada, a Politico/Public First
poll found that 56% of Americans think the tar-
iffs against Canada were “wrong.” According to a
CBS/YouGov survey, people prefer a candidate
who opposes Trump’s tariffs over one who sup-
ports them, by 26 points.

Democratic Senate candidates are promising
to reverse Trump’s tariffs, even the card-carry-
ing protectionist Sherrod Brown is critical. And
some Republican candidates in states with lots
of trade with Canada have dissented from the
trade war with Our Friendly Neighbor to the
North.

The Midwest is a trouble spot for the GOP in
the midterms, and it’s not hard to understand
why. China cut its purchases of U.S. farm prod-
ucts in retaliation for Trump’s tariffs, and the
farm sector has been slammed. Exports of wheat,
cotton, beef and pork to China plummeted last
year, and overall agricultural exports to China
fell by 66%.

When you layer on top of this the price of die-
sel fuel jumping 80% and fertilizer increasing 15%
because of the Iran war, it’s a formula for a re-
volt. The tariffs have led to a tangle a little more
than a month before the election. Trying to ad-
dress complaints about high grocery prices, the
administration wants to relent on beef tariffs to
help consumers, but farmers — hurt by other tar-
iffs — are balking at a measure that will reduce
prices at a time when they are struggling.

One way or another, someone is going to be
unhappy. Even if Trump’s theory of the tariffs is
correct — that higher import duties will lead to
re-industrialization — the policy involves imme-
diate disruption and increased costs in exchange
for a protectionism-driven build-out that will take
years to be fully achieved.

Long before then — indeed, by January — an
opposition congressional majority hostile to the
president and his tariffs may be entrenched in
Washington. In politics, it’s often “careful what
you wish for,” especially if it involves higher prices
on an inflation-fatigued public.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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SEASON FOOTBALL WEEK 6
Texans look to get back on track against Titans:
No. 2 Georgia faces No. 7 Alabama in key SEC tilt

This could be a very
interesting weekend in
college football and the
NFL as a number of key
matchups are planned for
the second week of
October.

All eyes will be on
Tuscaloosa, AL on
Saturday night in prime
time (6:30 p.m. on ABC)
as No. 2-ranked Georgia
visits No. 7-ranked
Alabama. The winner of
this one might pretty
much assure itself of a
berth in the College
Football Playoff (CFP)
and take a leg up in the
SEC rankings.

While those two do
battle on Saturday night,
No. 1-ranked Texas will
face arch rival Oklahoma
in the Red River Rivalry
in the Cotton Bowl in
Dallas. Two weeks ago,
Steve Sarksian’s team
picked up a huge road
win with a 20-17 win at
Tennessee, while the
Sooners were routed at
Georgia, 41-13. Things
are not going well in
Norman, but an upset
win over their long-time
rival could save their
season. We shall see.

There’s another good
one in the SEC at No. 11-
ranked LSU takes on No.
24-ranked Kentucky, one
of the surprise teams
thus far this season. The
Wildcats have an explo-
sive offense and would
like nothing more than to
hand Tiger head coach
Lane Kiffin his second
loss of the season.

There’s also a good one
in the BIg 10 as No. 23-
ranked UCLA, another
surprise team so far,
takes on No. 15 Oregon in
a conference elimination
game for both teams.

Week 5 of the NFL
season begins with
Thursday Night Football
as two desperate teams
meet at Jerry World in
Arlington as Tampa Bay,
which lost its first three
games and will be
without starting QB
Baker Mayfiekld (thumb
injury) take on the
Cowboys, who dropped
two of their first three
games. The loser of this
one can pretty much kiss
their playoff hopes
goodbye.

Speaking of desperate
teams, the Texans, who
lost their first three
games, will look to get

back on track against a
very beatable Tennessee
team in Nashville.
DeMeco Ryans’ team can
ill afford to lose to a bad
Titans team.

There’s a big one in the
NFC West as San Fran-
cisco, who have opened
with three straight wins,
visits the defending
Super Bowl champs
Seattle, which was upset
at Washington two weeks
ago.

Week five concludes
with a good one on
Monday Night Football as
Buffalo visits the Los
Angeles Rams. The Bills
also won their first three
games behind the arm
and legs of QB Josh
Allen, while the Rams
dropped two of their first
three games.This is sort
of a big game for the
Rams.

NCAA
UCLA at Oregon -

This is an elimination
game in the Big 10 as No.
23-ranked UCLA takes
on No. 15-ranked Oregon.
UCLA won three of its
first four games and has
put up some big offensive
numbers under first-year
head coach Bob Chesney.
The Bruins are led by QB
Nico Iamaleva (820 yards,
4 TDs), running back
Wayne Knight (445 yards,
9 TDs) and wideout
Semaj Morgan (14
receptions, 174 yards, 2
TDs). The Ducks may
have saved their season
two weeks ago with a
blowout win over USC as
QB Dante Moore (926
yards, 9 TDs) suffered a
concussion after taking a
cheap shot from a USC
linebacker. Moore should
be cleared for this game
and he will team with
running back Jordan
Davison (260 yards, 5
TDs) and wide receivers
Evan Stewart (22 recep-
tions, 278 yards, 3 TDs)
and DaKorien Moore (14
receptions, 234 yards, 4
TDs) to outscore the
Bruins. My  pick, Oregon

36, UCLA 33
Texas vs. Oklahoma -

No. 1-ranked Texas takes
on arch rival Oklahoma
in the Cotton Bowl in
Dallas’ Fair Park as the
Red River Rivalry is
renewed. Two weeks ago,
the ‘Horns picked up a
huge road win with a 20-
17 victory over then No.
14 Tennessee, while the
Sooners were waylaid at
Georgia, 41-13. OU is
struggling on offense
behind QB John Mateer
(883 yards, 8 TDs/4
interceptions). Things
may not get much better
this week when he faces a
UT defense that recorded
10 sacks against the
Vols,  led by defensive
end Collin Simmons with
five sacks. Simmons did
hurt his team with a
stupid unsportsmanlike
penalty, but head coach
Steve Sarkisian the issue
has been resolved and
won’t happen again. We
shall see. Look for UT QB
Arch Manning (865 yards,
7 TDs), running backs
Hollywood Smothers (198
yards, 2 TDs) and Ralek
Brown (196 yards, 4 TDs)
and wideouts Ryan Wingo
(19 receptions, 239 yards,
2 TDs) and Cam Coleman
(12 receptions, 208 yards,
4 TDs) to have big days
as the ‘Horns continue
OU’s miserable season.
My pick, Texas 31,
Oklahoma 13

LSU at Kentucky -
This could be a good one
in the SEC as No. 11 LSU
visits No. 24 Kentucky,
which has been one of the
surprise teams thus far
in the 2026 season under
first-year head coach Will
Stein. The Wildcats
already own a road win
at Texas A&M, while the
Tigers also dispatched
the Aggies, 35-6 two
weeks ago. Kentucky is
led by QB Kenny
Minchey (876 yards, 8
TDs), running backs
Jason Patterson (326
yards, 3 TDs) and CJ
Baxter (313 yards, 5 TDs)
and wide receiver Kenny
Darby (13 receptions, 226

yards, 2 TDs). LSU has
some offensive firepower
of its own behind QB Sam
Leavitt (1,044 passing
yards, 5 TDs)/220 rushing
yards, 6 TDs). Leavitt
injured his hamstring, so
it’s unknown if he will
play in this game. Head
coach Lane Kiffin has a
capable backup in
Landen Clark, who scored
two rushing TDs in the
rout of the Aggies. LSU
also has a capable runner
in Dillon Jones (348
yards, 4 TDs) and a big-
play wide receiver in
Jackson Harris (11
receptions, 280 yards, 2
TDs). Look for Kentucky
to hang around in this
game, but look for the
LSU defense to make a
few plays down the
stretch to pick up a big
road win. My pick, LSU
26, Kentucky 23

Georgia at Alabama
- The Game of the Week
in college football pits No.
2-ranked Georgia against
No. 7 Alabama in prime
time (6:30 p.m., ABC).
Last year, Kelon DeBoer’s
team picked up a big road
win against Georgia so
Kirby Smart’s team
would like to return the
favor this time around in
Tuscaloosa. Both teams
have explosive offenses as
Georgia has averaged 54
points in their first four
games, while ‘Bama has
averaged 48 points in its
first four games. The
‘Dawgs also have a solid
defense and have allowed
just 13 points per game
thus far, while the
Crimson Tide has allowed
20.5 points per game.
Both teams have effective
QB as Georgia is led by
Gunner Stockton (754
passing yards, 10 TDs/
100 rushing yards), while
‘Bama is led by sopho-
more Keelon Russell
(1,129 passing yards, 8
TDs/168 rushing yards, 3
TDs). Both teams have
solid runners in Georgia’s
Nate Frazier (202 yards,
5 TDs) and ‘Bama has
Daniel Hill (225 yards, 4
TDs) and both teams
have big-play wide
receivers as Craig
Dandridge (8 receptions,
176 yards) and Talyn
Taylor (9 receptions, 169
yards, 3 TDs), while the
Tide will counter with
Ryan Coleman-Williams
(17 receptions, 333 yards,
3 TDs) and Lotzeir
Brooks (17 receptions.
256 yards, 1 TD). This
game could come down to
the more experienced QB,
and that would be
Stockton. Let’s see if the
stage is too big for

Russell. My pick, Georgia
26, Alabama 24

NFL
Tampa Bay at Dallas

- Week five begins with
Thursday Night Football
and will feature a couple
of disappointing teams
thus far this season as
Tampa Bay visits Dallas.
The Bucs lost their first
three games and also
starting QB Baker
Mayfield, who is out
three weeks with a
dislocated thumb. Dallas,
meanwhile, dropped two
of its first three games,
the most frustrating
coming two weeks ago in
Brazil when they gift
wrapped a 34-31 last-
second win by the Ravens
with some questionable
calls in the waning
seconds of the game.
There is little room for
error for the Pokes, so
look for QB Dak Prescott
(780 yards, 7 TDs),
running back Javonte
Williams (169 yards, 3
total TDs) and wideouts
CeeDee Lamb (20
receptions, 309 yards, 3
TDs) and George Pickens
16 receptions, 150 yards)
to have big games as they
take care of business on
Thursday night. My pick,
Dallas 33, Tampa Bay 16

Houston at Tennes-
see - Speaking of strug-
gling teams, the Texans
have been perhaps the
biggest disappointment
thus far as they lost their
first three games to start
the season. DeMeco
Ryan’s team needs to
take care of business
against a pretty bad
Tennessee team. Look for
QB C.J. Stroud (794
yards, 3 TDs) to get the
offense going (about time)
and it would help if
running back David
Montgomery (103 yards, 3
total TDs) could get
going. It would also help
to get big-play wide
receiver Nico Collins back
on the field after he
missed a couple of games
with yet another ham-
string injury. Look for the
Houston defense to play
better in this one as
defensive end Will
Anderson Jr. (4 sacks)
makes it a long day for
Tennessee second-year
QB Cam Ward (504 yards,
2 TDs). My pick, Houston
27, Tennessee 12

San Francisco at
Seattle - A big early-
season game in the NFC
West pits the 49ers
against the defending
Super Bowl champs in
Seattle. SF has been the
hottest team out of the

gates winning its first
three behind a potent
offense led by QB Brock
Purdy (789 yards, 9 TDs),
running back Christian
McCaffrey (166 rushing
yards, 3 TDs/13 recep-
tions, 104 yards), wideout
Deebo Samuel (9 recep-
tions, 159 yards, 2 TDs)
and tight end George
Kittle (12 receptions, 174
yards, 3 TDs). That until
will face a Seahawks
defense that played well
in its first two games, but
gave up 33 points to an
average Washington team
two weeks ago that
started backup QB
Marcus Mariota two
weeks ago. Seattle has
some weapons of its own
on offense and got
starting QB Sam Darnold
(392 yards, 4 TDs) back in
the Washington game. He
also has a solid running
in rookie running back
Jadarian Price (169
yards) and the best wide
receiver in the game in
Jaxon Smith-Njigba (27
receptions, 405 yards, 6
TDs). Look for Seattle to
play well on both sides of
the ball as they let the
49ers know they aren’t
going to give up their
division title without a
fight. My pick, Seattle 26,
San Francisco 20

Buffalo at Los
Angeles Rams - Week 5
concludes with a good one
as the Bills head cross
country to take on the
Rams in what could be a
preview of SB 61. Buffalo
won its first three games
behind QB Josh Allen
(786 passing yards, 5
TDs/114 rushing yards, 6
TDs), running back
James Cook (346 yards, 2
TDs), tight end Dalton
Kincaid (14 receptions,
263 yards, 1 TD) and
wide receiver DJ Moore
(11 receptions, 167 yards,
1 TD). The Rams lost two
of their first three games
and need to get going. QB
Matthew Stafford (872
yards/6 TDs) has gotten
off to a solid start. He’s
getting help on offense
from running back Kyren
Williams (214 rushing
yards, 1 TD/11 receptions,
106 yards, 1 TD) and
wideout Davante Adams
(18 receptions, 358 yards,
2 TDs). It would help
Stafford if star wide
receiver Puca Nacua (5
receptions, 74 yards in
one game) would return
from a groin injury. Look
for the Rams to put four
quarters together as they
win a wild one on Mon-
day Night Football. My
pick, Los Angeles Rams
33, Buffalo 31

NC FOOTBALL
SCORES/SCHEDULES

LAST WEEK IN FOOTBALL
C. E. King 42, Humble Atascocita 14
Crosby 65, Channelview 3
Dayton 54, Galena Park 0
North Shore 41, Humble 0

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, OCT. 9
C. E. King vs. Humble, 7 p.m., Panther
Stadium
Channelview vs. Atascocita, 7 p.m., Ray Maddry Memorial Stadium
Galena Park vs. Nederland, 7 p.m., Galena Park ISD Stadium
North Shore at Summer Creek, 7 p.m., Turner Stadium

Hispanic heritage month honoree,
teenager hero Ralph Lazo,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ment and incarcerated in a
concentration camp in Man-
zanar, California.

Lazo was so outraged
that he joined friends on a
train that took hundreds to
Manzanar in May 1942.
Manzanar officials never
asked him about his ances-
try.

JAPANESE PRISON
CAMP: the City of Manza-
nar is the site of one of ten
American concentration
camps, where more than
120,000 innocent Japanese
Americans were incarcerat-
ed during World War II,
from March 1942 to Novem-
ber 1945.

PRISON CAMP FOOD &
TOILETS: after the inno-
cent Japanese were uproot-
ed from their homes and
communities, they then
were incarcerated and had
to endure primitive, sub-
standard conditions and
lack of privacy. They had to
wait in line for meals, at toi-
lets, at latrines, and at the
laundry room.

There was a strict meal
schedule; they had one hour
to eat. They ate breakfast
from 7:00 – 8:00 am in the
morning, lunch from 12:00
– 1:00 pm and dinner from
5:00 – 6:00 pm.

The barracks at Manza-
nar had no cooking areas,
and all meals were served at
block mess halls. The mess
hall lines were long and
stretched outside unshel-
tered regardless of freezing
or hot weather. The cafete-
ria-style-eating was as a
cause of the deterioration of
the family due to their fam-
ilies not always being able
to eat together because of

work duties.
LAZO STANDS UP: “In-

ternment was immoral”,
Lazo told the Los Angeles
Times. “It was wrong, and I
couldn’t accept it.” “These
people hadn’t done anything
that I hadn’t done except to
go to Japanese language
school.”

Lazo attended school at
the camp, and also spent
time entertaining orphaned
children who had been forc-
ibly relocated to Manzanar.
In 1944, Lazo was elected
president of his class at
Manzanar High School. Af-
ter his graduation, he re-
mained at the camp until
August 1944, when he was
inducted into the US Army.

LAZO WAR HERO: He
served as a staff sergeant in
the South Pacific until 1946,
helping liberate the Philip-
pines. He was awarded the
Bronze Star for heroism in
combat. The film Stand Up
for Justice: The Ralph Lazo
Story documents his life sto-
ry, particularly his stand

against the incarceration.
PROFESSOR LAZO &

VOTER ADVOCATE: after
the war, he returned to Los
Angeles, where he graduat-
ed from UCLA with a degree
in sociology and earned a
master’s degree in education
from Cal State Northridge.
He spent his career teach-
ing, including at Los Ange-
l e s  V a l l e y  C o l l e g e ,
mentoring disabled stu-
dents and encouraging Lat-
inos to attend college and
vote.

M A N Z A N A R  D E -
CLARED RACE PREJU-
DICE: Lazo also helped
raise funds for a class-action
lawsuit to win reparations
for Japanese Americans in-
terned during the war,
which resulted in the Civil
Liberties Act of 1988. This
act offered an apology to in-
terned Japanese Americans
on behalf of the U.S. govern-
ment and stated that the in-
ternment was based on
“race prejudice, war hyste-
ria, and a failure of political
leadership.”

During the time Manza-
nar prison was in operation,
188 weddings were held,
541 children were born in
the camp, and between 135
and 146 individuals died.

The Manzanar National
Historic Site, which pre-
serves and interprets the
legacy of Japanese Ameri-
can incarceration in the
United States, is identified
by the United States Na-
tional Park Service. Manza-
nar means “apple orchard”
in Spanish.

Lazo died in 1992 from
liver cancer, at the age of 67.

17 year old teenager Ralph Lazo
self-imprisoned himself to bring
attention to the innocent Japanese
sent to American concentration
camps.
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

From left, Arturo Castro, Jessica Biel, John Cena, Teyonah Parris and Sam
Richardson star in “Matchbox: The Movie.”

“Matchbox:The Movie”

Q: Has Catherine Zeta-Jones re-
tired from acting? Also, has she ever
starred in anything with her hus-
band, Michael Douglas? — R.B.

A:While Catherine Zeta-Jones’ level of
stardom isn’t as high as it was during
the earlier part of her career, when she
starred in movies like “The Mask of Zor-
ro” and “Chicago” (the latter of which she
won an Oscar for), she’s still acting — a
lot. She currently plays Morticia Addams
in the Netflix series “Wednesday,” and
right before this, she starred in two
short-lived shows: “National Treasure:
Edge of History” on Disney+ and “Prod-
igal Son” on Fox.

If you missed it, be sure to check out
her portrayal of the late, great film star
Olivia de Havilland in the TV miniser-
ies “Feud” (on Hulu), opposite Jessica
Lange’s Joan Crawford. Even though she
wasn’t nominated for an Emmy, it’s a se-
ries that’s worth watching for its fabu-
lous depiction of an on-set rivalry during
Hollywood’s Golden Age.

Also, Zeta-Jones isn’t slowing down
anytime soon. She’s co-starring with Sir
Anthony Hopkins in the upcoming mov-
ie “A Visit to Grandpa’s,” which takes
place in her native Wales, and you can
currently catch her in the new Amazon
Prime Video series “Kill Jackie.”

As for her hubby, Michael Douglas,
they both starred in the Oscar-nominat-
ed film “Traffic” in 2000, but didn’t share
any scenes together. They actually had
met two years earlier at a film festival
and tied the knot a month before “Traf-
fic” premiered.

***
Q:When’s the new season of “The

Last of Us” coming out? I’m still up-
set that Pedro Pascal isn’t in it any-
more. He’s my favorite actor. — H.S.

A:While the third season of the hit
HBO series “The Last of Us” was re-
newed back in April 2025, like most ca-
ble and streaming series these days,
there can be years between a new set of
episodes. According to HBO’s CEO Ca-
sey Bloys, we do know that the magical
year will be 2027 — but not before then.

Recently, it was announced that the
great John Goodman (“The Righteous
Gemstones”) has joined the cast, along

with two new actors — Laura Bailey and
Ian Alexander — who incidentally did
voice work for the video-game version of
“The Last of Us.”

***
Q: I thought Ben Stiller’s daugh-

ter was really good in “The Come-
back.” Is she going to be in anything
else soon? — M.G.

A:Ben Stiller grew up with two hilar-
ious actor parents — Anne Meara and
Jerry Stiller, who formed their own com-
edy duo. The funny genes are strong in
their family and in Ben’s wife, Christine
Taylor (“The Brady Bunch Movie”). So,
it’s no wonder that their daughter, Ella
Stiller, appears to be a natural as well.
She played Lisa Kudrow’s accident-
prone assistant in the HBO series “The
Comeback” and also had a recurring role
in “And Just Like That ... “

Next up for Ella is the CBS legal dra-
ma series “Cupertino,” where she’ll be a
series regular alongside Mike Colter
(“Luke Cage”) and Busy Philipps
(“Girls5eva”).

S e n d  m e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a t
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Michael Douglas and Catherine Zeta-Jones“Spider-Man: Brand
New Day” (PG-13) —
The fourth installment in
Tom Holland’s “Spider-
Man” film series is finally
out to rent on Oct. 6 after
its legendary run in the-
aters, where it became the
third-highest-grossing
film of all time! (Luckily,
Marvel isn’t holding back
with on-demand stream-
ing of the film, like Uni-
versal is with Christopher
Nolan’s “The Odyssey.”)
Zendaya (“The Odyssey”)
and Jacob Batalon (“The
Wrecking Crew”) are back
in their roles from the pre-
vious three films, while
Jon Berthal’s Punisher
makes his first appear-
ance in the series. More
newcomers include Flo-
rence Pugh (“Thunder-
bolts”), who joins the cast
as her MCU character Ye-
lena Belova, and Sadie
Sink (“Stranger Things”)
makes her debut in the
MCU as Jean Grey. The
film picks up four years af-
ter Dr. Strange’s spell
wipes Peter’s (Holland)

existence off the face of the
planet. (Amazon Prime
Video)

“Animals” (R) — After
teaming up with his long-
time buddy Matt Damon
for action-thriller film
“The Rip,” Ben Affleck is
back on Netflix with this
crime thriller, co-starring
Kerry Washington (“Wake
Up Dead Man”) and Gil-
lian Anderson (“The Julia
Set”). “Animals” follows
Los Angeles mayoral can-
didate Mark Kimball (Af-
fleck), whose son suddenly
gets kidnapped during his
political campaign. The
kidnapper demands a ran-
som, but with all his mon-
ey spent on his campaign,
Mark is forced to resort to
more dangerous methods
of getting his child back.
In turn, amid the chaos,
secrets from his and his
wife’s past emerge that
they never expected to
come to light. Steven Yeun
(“The Rip”) and Adriana
Paz (“A Mouthful of Ash”)
round out the rest of the
cast. Stream it on Oct. 9!

(Netflix)
“Avatar: Seven Ha-

vens” (TV-PG) — If you
have any Zillennials in
your home, you know the
chokehold that “Avatar:
The Last Airbender” still
has on them. It’s long re-
garded as one of the best
animated fantasy series of
all time and introduced us
to beloved characters like
Aang, Katara, Zuko, Appa
and more. Shortly after
the original “Avatar” se-
ries ended, a sequel series,
“The Legend of Korra,”
aired from 2012 to 2014.
Now, 12 years later, a
third series is set to pre-
miere on Oct. 9, following
Korra’s Avatar successor,
Pavi, who’s also a reincar-
nation of Korra. Taking
place 225 years after “Ko-
rra,” Pavi and her twin
sister, Nisha, team up to
save the Seven Havens
before an apocalyptic
event  destroys  the i r
world. (Paramount+)

“Matchbox: The Mov-
ie” (PG-13) — After the
$1 billion feat that “Bar-
bie” (2023) achieved in
theaters, Mattel had no
choice but to wonder,
“What if we made movies
about every iconic toy we
have?” However, because
“Masters of the Universe”
bombed, they decided to go
for a streaming-only re-
lease for this action-com-
edy film based on the
Matchbox toy cars. John
Cena (“Coyote vs. Acme”)
leads the film as spy and
former soldier Sean Walk-
er, who reconnects with
the childhood friends he
used to play cars with. But
while they’re at the bar,
the entire group gets
drugged and kidnapped by
a group of criminals who
are searching for a nucle-
ar warhead; and even
though his past almost
gets his old friends killed,
they decide to help Sean
in an attempt to steal the
bomb and clear their
names. Check it out on
Oct. 9. (Apple TV)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.



Page 8 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2026Star ✯ Courier / Press / North Channel STAR



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.2
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


