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By Allan Jamail

2026 North Shore Mus-
tangs Homecoming KingMy-
ron Jacobs & Queen Morgan
Galloway, with North Shore
High School Principal David
Pierson.

King Myron Jacobs is a
member of the National Hon-
or Society with a 4.1 GPA and
ranked #64, Senior Class
Representat ive ,  f ormer
Homecoming Prince Last
Yearand works with the var-
sity football and basketball
team.

He plans on attending ei-
ther the University of Texas
or Louisiana State Universi-
ty to major Sports Manage-
ment.

Queen Morgan Galloway
is Captain of the Varsity Vol-
leyball team, member of the
National  Honor Society
Member with a 4.5 GPA and

2026 North Shore Mustangs
Homecoming King & Queen

ranked #15, Senior Class Representative and former Home-
coming Princess Last Year.

She wants to go to Louisiana State University and major
in Accounting and minor in Forensics to become a Forensic
Accountant. (Photo by Linda Jamail)

By Allan Jamail

September 29, 2026 ~
Hispanic Heritage Month
begins annually from Sep-
tember 15 thru October 15.
For the past several years
I’ve had the honor of bring-
ing back the memories of
a famous person of Hispan-
ic heritage.

William “Willie” C. Ve-
lasquez Jr. (May 9, 1944 –
June 15, 1988) was an
American social activist
and vote organizer. He
founded the Southwest
Voter Registration Educa-
tion Project (SVREP),
which worked to expand
Lat ino  and  Hispan i c
American interest and par-
ticipation in the voting pro-
cess.

His group popularized
the motto “SU VOTO ES
SU VOZ (YOUR VOTE IS
YOUR VOICE”. Velasquez
imagined a society that
would allow Latinos to ac-
tively participate and lead
in the democratic process.

Velasquez was born to
William and María Luisa
(née Cardenas) Velásquez,
on May 9, 1944 who was
Mexican Americans. His
father was stationed in

William “Willie” C. Velasquez Jr.
May 9, 1944 ~ June 15, 1988

Florida during World War
II where he worked as a
union organizer. Willie at-
tended St. Mary’s Univer-
sity where in 1967 at age
23, he helped form the
Mexican American Youth
Organization and later
earned a B.A. in econom-
ics. He helped form the ba-
sis for Raza Unida Party as
El Movimiento Social de
La Raza Unida.

In 1968 at the age of 24,
Velasquez was boycott co-
ordinator for United Farm
Workers and organized
strikes in the Texas Rio

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

Nearly a century after
Jim Fonteno was born in
Port Arthur, the legacy of
Harris County’s longtime
Precinct 2 commissioner is
still moving through the
communities he served.

At his State of Precinct 2
address at the Pasadena
Convention Center, Com-
missioner Adrian Garcia
honored the former commis-
sioner and his wife, JoAnn,
by presenting the inaugural
Jim and JoAnn Fonteno
Legacy Award to the Rota-
ry Club of North Shore.

The award was created to
recognize individuals and
organizations that carry for-
ward the Fontenos’ example

Fonteno legacy rolls on as NS
Rotary receives inaugural award

The Rotary Club of North Shore was named the inaugural winners of the
Jim and JoAnn Fonteno Legacy Award. At the award presentation was Harris
County Pct. 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia, Jim and Joann Fonteno’s
daughters Donna Kester and Diana Saufley, and Rotarians David Proctor
and Bill Palko. Proctor is the step-son of Fonteno.

of service, cooperation and
devotion to community. The
presentation also marked
what would have been Jim
Fonteno’s 100th birthday
year. Members of the Fon-

teno family joined Garcia
onstage to help present the
honor.

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

NORTH CHANNEL
TX— With dozens of em-
ployers already committed
and hundreds of job seek-
ers signed up, the North
Channel Job Fair is shap-
ing up to be one of the ar-
ea’s largest employment
events of the year.

Sponsored by the North
Channel Area Chamber of
Commerce, Harris County
Precinct 2, San Jacinto

NC Job Fair aims to connect
residents with opportunity

College and Workforce So-
lutions Gulf Coast, the free
j ob  f a i r  w i l l  be  he ld
Wednesday, Oct. 14, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at San
Jacinto College North
Campus, 5800 Uvalde
Road, Building 17, the Sci-
ence and Allied Health
Building, in Houston.

Darnald Kimble said
the event is designed to
bring employers and job
seekers together in one
place and give residents a
direct path to new oppor-

tunities.
“The North Channel Job

Fair is an opportunity to
bridge the gap between
people that are looking for
jobs and employers that
are looking for great tal-
ent,” Kimble said. “We
have a lot of amazing tal-
ent in our community.”

The job fair is open to
the public and is not limit-
ed to college students.

By Allan Jamail

HOUSTON, TX — Sept.
25, 2026 — North Shore
celebrated homecoming
Friday night at GPISD
Stadium with a 35-0 victo-
ry over the Atascocita Ea-
g l e s ,  e x t e n d i n g  t h e
Mustangs’ winning streak
over Atascocita to  10
games. North Shore im-
proved to 2-0 in district
play.

Mustangs head coach
Willie Gaston’s offense was
held without a score on its
opening possession after
the Eagles forced North
Shore to punt.

The North Shore de-
fense then held Atascocita,
and the Mustangs re-

Nshore #30 Da’Sean Royal, linebacker sacks Eagles qb #18Corbin Smejkal.
(Photo by Allan Jamail)

sponded with five touch-
downs, scoring through
both the passing and run-
ning games. The defense
also recorded several sacks
and tackles behind the line
of scrimmage.

Mustangs of fensive

touchdown scorers were
Darrell Haynes, No. 16,
with three touchdowns;
La’Damian Defreeze, No.
8, with one; and Jaden

By Allan Jamail

GALENA PARK, Texas
— Sept. 24, 2026 — The
Galena Park Yellow Jack-
ets fell to the Texas City
Stingarees, 49-7, Thursday
at GPISD Stadium in a
District 10-5A Division II
matchup.

Texas City’s running
backs Rashod Henry and
Javon West combined for
352 rushing yards and six
touchdowns as the Stinga-
rees recorded their first
district victory.

Galena Park scored first
on a rushing touchdown by
Jamile Hurks. The Yellow
Jackets held a 7-0 lead in
the first quarter before
Texas City tied the game
before the end of the peri-
od.

The Stingarees then
added 42 unanswered
points to take the 49-7 vic-
tory.

Linda Jamail served as
statistician.

The Yellow Jackets,
now 1-4, will travel to Day-
ton to face the 1-4 Broncos
on Friday, Oct. 2, at 7 p.m.

GP Yellow Jackets Fall to
Texas City Stingarees, 49-7

Galena Park’s #4 running back Jamile Hurks drags a
Stingree across the goal for the Jackets lone score of
the game. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

When: Monday, Oct. 5
Time: 6:15pm
Location: Heritage Hall in

Jacinto City Town Center
1025 Oates Rd, Houston,

TX 77029
This meeting will address

community questions and
concerns about data centers
being considered in Jacinto
City. The discussion will include
water use and supply, as well
as other potential effects on
nearby residents and local
infrastructure. Lon Squyres, City
Manager Emergency
Management Coordinator, for
Jacinto City will address:

• Water demand, supply,
conservation, and potential
effects on residents and other
local users

• How proposed sites are
reviewed and approved near
neighborhoods

• Potential noise, lighting,
air-quality, traffic, and
construction impacts

• Effects on power, roads,
drainage, emergency services,
and other local infrastructure

• Applicable regulations,
oversight responsibilities, and
opportunities for community
input

Galena Park-
Jacinto City
What Data Centers Mean for the CIP
Community?
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“Since 1958—nearly 70
years—this club has shown
up in the most meaningful
ways for their community,”
Garcia said. “They are truly
an inspiration and embody
the beautiful spirit of Mr.
and Mrs. Fonteno.”

Garcia said the Rotary
club’s influence, like that of
the Fontenos, has been felt
across generations.  He
praised its willingness to
work with other organiza-
tions and noted Precinct 2’s
partnerships with the club,
inc luding  d is tr ibut ing
Thanksgiving food baskets
to seniors and helping beau-
tify the V.V. Ramsey Veter-
ans Center.

“They understand the
importance of working to-
gether for the good of the
community,” Garcia said.

That description could
just as easily have applied
to Fonteno himself.

Born July 2, 1926, Jim
Fonteno served in the Mer-
chant Marine and later the
Army before becoming a
municipal court judge in
Baytown. After moving to
Houston, he worked as a
real estate consultant and
independent fee appraiser.
He was appointed to the
Houston Port Authority in
1970 and elected Precinct 2
commissioner in 1974.

Fonteno entered office
reportedly expecting to
serve only a few terms. In-
stead, voters returned him
to office again and again. By
the time he retired in 2002,
he had completed seven
terms and 28 years of pub-
lic service.

During those years, Pre-
cinct 2 added community
centers, parks, youth servic-
es, veterans programs and
opportunities for older resi-
dents. Fonteno earned a
reputation as a political
peacemaker who could work
across party lines without
losing sight of the neighbor-
hoods he represented.

A bus—and an idea—
that changed senior servic-
esAmong Fonteno’s most
enduring accomplishments
was the senior citizens pro-
gram he started in Precinct
2 in 1975, the first of its kind
in Harris County. At the
time, older residents had
few organized county servic-
es designed to keep them
mobile, active and connect-
ed. Fonteno did not wait for
a fully funded government
program. He and four area
businessmen signed a note
to purchase a 32-passenger
bus.

The vehicle was first
nicknamed the “Fun Bus.”
After its blue paint job
turned out differently than
expected, the seniors re-
named it the “Blue Goose.”

NS Rotary Club honored with
inaugural Jim and JoAnn
Fonteno legacy award,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

It may not have been ele-
gant or completely reli-
able—accounts recalled
breakdowns and even a trip
during which its windshield
wipers failed in a rainstorm
while going over the 610
bridge. The bus was being
driven by Judge Mike Par-
rott while Fonteno did his
best to wipe the windows in
a pouring rain. It represent-
ed something larger. The
bus gave older residents a
way to leave their homes,
travel together and take
part in educational and rec-
reational outings that might
otherwise have been beyond
their reach.

The program grew from
that single vehicle into a
fleet serving older residents,
and the Precinct 2 model
spread to Harris County’s
other precincts. It eventual-
ly gained recognition beyond
the county.

Fonteno’s concern for
young people was just as
practical. He created an af-
ter-school program for at-
risk children and supported
parks and community cen-
ters that brought services
closer to families.

Away from Commission-
ers Court, he frequently
served as an auctioneer for
charitable fundraisers. His
obituary estimated that he
helped raise more than $4
million for local charities.

He was also known for
his commitment to faith,
family and civic life. Fon-
teno belonged to Holy Trin-
i t y  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t
Church for nearly 35 years.
He and JoAnn blended their
families and became deeply
involved in the North Chan-
nel community.

Among the projects asso-
ciated with their service
were the North Shore Rota-
ry Pavilion and North Shore
Rotary Park where he and
Rotarians dedicated the
county’s first water spray
park.

After his retirement,
Fonteno’s name was placed
on the Wallisville court-
house, the Jim and JoAnn
Fonteno Family Park in Clo-

Jim and JoAnn Fonteno were laborers in their community working together
to establish a united community with service and numerous projects.

verleaf, and a Senior Edu-
cation Center. Congress also
renamed Pasadena’s main
post office the Jim Fonteno
Post Office Building.

He died June 30, 2008,
two days before his 82nd
birthday, following compli-
cations from Parkinson’s
disease.

The new award adds an-
o ther  f o rm o f  r emem-
brance—one focused not on
a building, but on people
and organizations continu-
ing the work.

A fitting first recipient
For the Rotary Club of

North Shore, the inaugural
honor carried special mean-
ing.

“We were very honored
and flattered,” said Proctor,
who currently serves as
president of the club and did
not participate in the nomi-
nation process. “I was real-
ly proud and honored that
we got the opportunity to
even be a participant, but to
be named as the first recipi-
ent—I was really proud of
the Rotary.”

The award also highlight-
ed a connection between the
Fontenos and Rotary that
Proctor only recently came
to understand. Both Jim
and JoAnn were Paul Har-
ris recognition recipients.

For Garcia, the North
Shore club represents the
kind of shared responsibili-
ty the new award is meant
to encourage. For the Fon-
teno family, the honor en-
sures that Jim and JoAnn’s
names remain connected to
active service rather than
nostalgia alone.

091426 FontenoAward 01
– The Rotary Club of North
Shore was named the inau-
gural winners of the Jim
and JoAnn Fonteno Legacy
Award. At the award pre-
sentation was Harris Coun-
ty Pct. 2 Commissioner
Adrian Garcia, Jim and
Joann Fonteno’s daughters
Donna Kester and Diana
Saufley, and Rotarians Dav-
id Proctor and Bill Palko.
Proctor is the step-son of
Fonteno.
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ASK DIAMOND JIMASK DIAMOND JIM

Diamond Jim:
“Is opal really bad

luck?”

Thank you for reading the
“Ask Diamond Jim” column
and for supporting the North
Channel Star Newspaper!

Diamond Jim is a master
jeweler, diamond dealer and
precious metals broker.
Pineforest Jewelry has been a
proud member of the
Independent Jewelers
Organization (IJO) and the
Retail Jewelers Organization
(RJO) for many years.  See
more at:
www.pineforestjewelry.com.

If you have questions
pertaining to jewelry,
watches, diamonds, precious
stones, precious metals, and
other questions related to the
jewelry industry, email
jmills@pineforestjewelry.com.

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

CHARLOTTE’S
WEB

By Charlotte Jackson

Connecting

Ancient Romans treasured opal as a symbol of love
and hope. So how did a gem they admired gain a reputa-
tion for bad luck?

Have you heard that wearing an opal is bad luck un-
less you were born in October? That rumor has followed
the gemstone for years, but its history tells a different
story.

In ancient Rome, opal represented love and hope. The
Romans called it opalus, a word associated with a pre-
cious stone. Ancient Greeks believed opals could bring
prophecy and protection, while Europeans connected the
gem with hope, purity, and truth. These were beliefs

about opal, but they show how highly people regarded it.
So where did the bad-luck story come from? According to the Gemological Institute

of America (GIA), the particular superstition about wearing opal outside your birth
month is linked to Sir Walter Scott’s 19th-century novel Anne of Geierstein. It came
from a work of fiction, not from an ancient warning about the gem.

Opal’s shifting colors may help explain why it inspired so many stories. As you
turn the stone, flashes of color appear and change. Gemologists call this play-of-color.
GIA explains that it happens when light interacts with tiny spheres within the opal.

Want to see that color for yourself? Explore our 14K yellow gold Australian opal
doublet ring and Australian opal doublet pendant at www.pineforestjewelry.com...your
best source for all things opal! A doublet features a thin layer of opal attached to a
backing. Visit Diamond Jim’s Pineforest Jewelry Experience in Houston, 6840 E Sam
Houston Pkwy N, to see how the colors move in person.

October birthday or not, you’re welcome to find an opal you love.
Sources: GIA Opal History and Lore, GIA Opal Gemstone, and GIA Opal Quality

Factors.
Let us know what topics you’d like to see covered next. We’re always here to an-

swer your questions and make your Pineforest Jewelry experience a “WOW Experi-
ence”!

Can you imagine where you would be if you had not had those teach-
ers, neighbors or even retail associates in your life who impacted you
over the years? There have been so many people who have passed away
and many more who have moved, yet they touched my life in different
ways. As I talked to some friends over the weekend, I realized that I am
one of the few from my graduating class who is blessed enough to still
have both parents living and despite recent health challenges, they are
both doing well. I have friends I met when we moved to North Shore in
1971, as well as keeping in contact with many of my teachers. I have
been fortunate to maintain relationships with many former coworkers
as well as those who I have attended church with. Yet, when I talk to
many who are younger than me, I am saddened as they seem to have no
longtime friends. So many grew up in single parent homes and were
either “raised” by various daycare centers or were true “latchkey” kids
who had to watch after themselves or other siblings. I will give credit to
those childcare providers who played a huge role in many of the area
children, such as Kidztown, Anointed Child Care and Creative Corner.
The owners, directors and staff of these locations and others truly cared
for the children. These individuals as well as many who worked with
youth sports have played an important role in our lives.

Then came the video games and cell phones, when in person commu-
nication started falling away. Youth began meeting strangers online
and I am shocked when a young person tells me that they are in a “rela-
tionship” and they are not even old enough to work, much less drive.
When you start asking questions, you realize that they “taught” them-
selves how to connect with others. You then hear about young people
disappearing and horrible things happening to them. I have met some
young people who it seems have raised themselves and sadly they end
up with children or a criminal record before they are old enough to grad-
uate from high school. Sadder is the number of those young people who
have an addiction or no interpersonal skills. They lack basic communi-
cation skills and please do not ask them to make change for a dollar.

So how can we help change the direction of our youth? Let’s make a
promise that each one of us will make a list of what we remember that
has helped us throughout our life. The next list is what young people we
can reach out to and serve as a mentor or places we can get involved in
making a difference. Explore opportunities with places such as the
YMCA, the local schools, and churches. For those who are interested in
helping with those in their young adult years, offer to host a meet and
greet and find out what they need. There are probably many young
parents who would appreciate hearing how successful you were in rais-
ing children. There are so many opportunities to be a blessing if we
take the time to connect with others.

Kimble said positions will
range from entry-level jobs
to specialized careers, in-
cluding nursing and other
professional opportunities.

“It’s for everybody,” he
said. “We have a whole
bunch of different types of
positions available.”

As of the interview,
about 50 employers had
signed up and roughly 300
job seekers had already
registered, with several
weeks still remaining be-
fore the event. Kimble said
interest had begun picking
up quickly.

“There’s been a big push
over the past week. We got
over 200 signups in two
days, so it’s been good.”

Confirmed employers
include a wide range of
public agencies, private
companies, educational in-
stitutions, military recruit-
e r s  a n d  s e r v i c e
organizations.  Among
them are Acadian Ambu-
lance, Army Recruiting,
Channelview ISD, City of
Houston, Harris County
Precinct 2, Harris County
Public Health, Houston
Fire Department, Houston
Police Department, In-
teplast Group, JSW Steel
USA, Kirby Inland Ma-
rine, Pappas Restaurants,
Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety, Texas Veterans
Network ,  U .S .  Navy ,
Woodforest Bank, Work-
force Solutions Gulf Coast

North Channel Job Fair:
Hundreds of opportunities
await at major event,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and YMCA of Greater
Houston.

Community sponsors
listed for the event include
The University of Texas
MD Anderson Cancer Cen-
ter, Courtyard by Marriott
and Dynamic Systems Me-
chanical Contractors.

Kimble said the value of
the job fair is that appli-
cants can meet multiple
employers in one location
instead of pursuing oppor-
tunities one at a time.

“They have a lot of op-
portunities all in one spot,”
he said.

Job seekers are encour-
aged to bring multiple cop-
ies of their resume and
dress  pro fess iona l ly .
Workforce Solutions Gulf
Coast will also have a
booth at the event to help
review resumes and con-
duct mock interviews.

Kimble said applicants
should prepare as though
they may be meeting a po-
tential employer for the
first time.

“They’ll be able to ap-
ply,” he said, adding that
the employers will be on
site and ready to meet can-
didates.

In advance of the fair,
Workforce Solutions Gulf
Coast will host free prepa-
ration workshops at the
North Channel Branch Li-
brary, 15741 Wallisville
Road. On Tuesday, Oct. 6,
“Build Your Resume Step-

by-Step” will be offered
from 1 to 2 p.m., followed
by “Get Prepared and
Show Up Interview Ready”
from 2 to 3 p.m. A second
set of workshops will be
held Wednesday, Oct. 7,
from 5 to 7 p.m. at the
same location.

Kimble said the larger
purpose behind the event
is community improve-
ment through employ-
ment. He said helping even
one person find the right
job can have an impact far
beyond that individual.

“The goal is to make our
neighborhood safer by giv-
ing people jobs,” Kimble
said. “Yeah, we have issues
in our neighborhood like
everyone else.  I’m just
throwing one starfish at a
time back into the ocean,
but to that starfish, it
changed their family tra-
jectory. It could change
their family’s lives because
they landed the right op-
portunity and the right ca-
reer.”

The event will be held
on the first floor of Build-
ing 17 and is wheelchair
accessible. Attendees will
also be encouraged to visit
multiple employer booths
through a giveaway activ-
ity that rewards job seek-
ers  f or  meet ing  wi th
different vendors.

For more information,
c o n t a c t  K i m b l e  a t
darnaldjr@gmail.com.

Galena Park Branch
Library October Events

Family
DV Safety: October 19 at 4pm - An informational session on safety and dat-

ing violence presented by Crime Stoppers.
Booapalooza: October 26 at 4pm - Celebrate Halloween at the library with a

costume contest and fun activities.
Adults
Chismeando en inglés:  Wednesdays at 11am - Conversation practice for

adult English language learners.
Shelf-ish Book Club:  October 28 at 6:30pm - Discussing “The Librarians”

by Sherry Thomas.
Gulf Coast Reads 2026 at West University Branch Library: October 30

at 6:30pm - Join us for an engaging conversation with Sherry Thomas about The
Librarians, followed by audience  Q&A and a book signing.

Adults and Teens
Folk Craft: October 5 at 5:30pm - Join us for an hour of crafting in honor of

Hispanic Heritage month.
Financial Aid 101: October 7 at 3pm - Confused about paying for college?

Come learn about grants, scholarships, and eligibility requirements.
Babies & Toddlers
Play & Learn: Wednesdays October 21-November 18 at 10am - Early child-

hood development program focused on learning through play for ages 1-3.
For more updates, please follow us on Facebook and Instagram as dates and

times may change.
Regarding Booapalooza, we are looking for community partners to

participate in Trunk-or-Treat. Here, you can hand out candy to our lit-
tle visitors from your decorated trunk, plus engage with families in our
community during the event. Kindly inform us if you are able to attend
so that we can make the necessary arrangements.

We are also out of after-school snacks. If you would like to donate a box of
packaged snacks to feed our after-school kiddos, we’d greatly appreciate it!

Sisi Medina, MLIS
Branch Manager
Galena Park Branch Library
1500 Keene Street
Galena Park, TX 77547
832-927-5470  | sisi.medina@hcpl.net

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

HOUSTON — State Repre-
sentative Ana Hernandez and
her team are reflecting on a suc-
cessful series of community vis-
i t s  t h i s  w e e k ,  a i m e d  a t
connecting with the district’s se-
nior citizens.

Dubbed “Team Hernandez,”
the group has been making the
rounds across District 143, stop-
ping in neighborhoods ranging
from Magnolia Park and Denver
Harbor to Channelview, Bay-
town, Jacinto City, and Galena
Park.

The visits were centered on

State Rep. Hernandez Connects with Seniors Across District 143
simply spending quality time
with local elders. According to a
statement released by the team,
the outings were filled with
laughter, lively conversations,
and a strong sense of communi-
ty.

“Spending time with our se-
niors is always time well spent!”
the team shared. “It’s always a
joy catching up, sharing a few
laughs, and spending time to-
gether.” Team Hernandez said in
a social media post.

The community outreach tour
highlights an ongoing effort by
the Representative’s office to stay
connected with constituents of all
ages across the sprawling dis-

trict. The visits provide a vital opportunity for seniors to voice their concerns, share
their stories, and engage directly with their elected officials in a relaxed, familiar envi-
ronment.

Team Hernandez extended their heartfelt gratitude to the senior communities for
their hospitality, noting that they were deeply moved by the warm receptions they re-
ceived at every stop.

State Rep. Ana Hernandez shared a bag of treats to a
senior constituent during a recent community visit in
district 143Team Hernandez staff member Linda Jamail in blue shirt posing among community seniors
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Face to Face

I was driving back to my lit-
tle motel after my first two talks
of the week.

Earlier this year, I attended
a national conference for librar-
ians. My publisher wanted me to
be there to sign free books, and I
have never in my life seen peo-
ple so excited to get a free book
as those librarians.

I signed, “I love librarians!”
on every book, except for a cou-
ple which I signed, “I love library
administrators!” and “I love li-
brary assistants!” because I love
everyone who has anything to do
with keeping a library going.

So when I was asked if I’d
drive up to the northwest corner
of Minnesota and speak at a li-
brary, I said, “Absolutely!” Then
they asked if I’d mind being up
there for more than a day. “Not
a problem!” I answered without
hesitation. Then they sent me a
schedule that showed me speak-
ing at eight libraries in four days,
most of them more than an
hour’s drive apart.

That’s when I started to won-
der if I was a little too enthusi-
astic.

But I love libraries and li-
brary patrons, and librarians, so
I said I’d come. I rented a room
in a little mom-and-pop-style
motel on a lake that had a com-
plete kitchen, so I wouldn’t have
to look for a restaurant after do-
ing all that talking and driving,
and headed out the next morn-
ing.

Writers have always read
their stuff aloud. The oldest sto-
ries in the world were preserved
because people recited them un-
til writing showed up and they
could finally write them down.
Charles Dickens and Mark
Twain read their works all over
the country, and many writers
still do today. And while I am no
Dickens or Twain, I can see the
value of reading and speaking to
a live audience. Writers who
read their work aloud write sen-
tences that sound like they
should be read aloud. The two
skills go hand in hand.

But it has made for some long
days.

Driving home on Tuesday
night, I drove through a patch of
deep woods. There were very few
cars on the road and a lot of deer.
I drove slowly and counted five
deer either crossing the road in
front of me or standing, undecid-
ed, on the shoulder, looking like
they might make a dash for it.
Then I saw a giant furry rump
heading off the road and into the
ditch, and knew the only thing
that big was a black bear.

But the worst was just before
I made it back to my motel, when
a whole family of raccoons came
marching out across the high-
way. I hit the brakes and was
sure I was going to hit at least
one of them. The car slammed to
a stop. My purse and the stool I
brought with me and the muffin
I was eating all flew to the
ground, and I stopped a few feet
in front of the last raccoon in the
line.

The raccoon also stopped. He
squinted into my headlights.
“What the heck do you think
you’re doing?!” he seemed to ask.

And I had to admit, I wasn’t
entirely sure.

But the next day, when I
spoke at yet another library, and
someone told me how much my
presentation meant to them, I re-
membered.

Sitting at my desk is all well
and good. But nothing can com-
pare to talking to the people who
read the books—face to face.

“Thank you,” I said, again
and again—that day and the
next day and the day after that.
“Thank you for this opportuni-
ty.”

Till next time,
Carrie
To see photos, check out Car-

rieClassonAuthor on Facebook
or visit CarrieClasson.com.

Nearly $12 billion in
Medicaid funding to Texas
hospitals will be restored
after a nearly year-long
stalemate between the
state and the federal gov-
ernment ended, the Texas
Standard reported.

Gov. Greg Abbott hailed
the end to the impasse.

“This funding is a major
victory for Texas patients,”
Abbott said in a statement.
“It authorizes nearly $12
billion for hospitals, physi-
cians, rural clinics, nursing
facilities, and behavioral
health providers that serve
patients in every region of
our state.”

The funds were halted
on Sept. 1, with some hos-
pitals losing as much as
$27 million a day in Med-
icaid funding. The fund as-
sists hospitals in closing
the gap between what
Medicaid pays them and
actual costs incurred for
treating low-income Tex-
ans.

The dispute began last
year over concerns about
how the state raises more
than $4.2 billion in taxes to
access those federal funds.
Abbott had previously re-
ferred to the holdup as an
economic “gun to the head.”

CORNYN, ROVE AMONG
THOSE CONDEMNING
FRENCH’S POST

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn
denounced GOP Railroad
Commission nominee Bo
French after he disparaged
the racial diversity of fans
shown celebrating the Uni-
versity of Texas team’s
comeback win over top-
ranked Ohio State, The
Dallas Morning News re-
ported.

French, a former Tar-
rant County Republican
Party chair, has doubled
down on his remarks. The
nominee has repeatedly
faced backlash for posts
targeting racial and reli-
gious groups, often decry-
i n g  a n  i n f l u x  o f
“foreigners.”

Meanwhile, longtime
GOP political consultant
Karl Rove said he would
vote for Democrat Jon
Rosenthal for railroad com-
missioner, only the second
Democrat he has voted for.
In an op-ed for The Wall

Street Journal, he called
French’s post “raw, uncut
bigotry.”

Cornyn was later joined
by House Speaker Dustin
Burrows and Republican
state Reps. Jeff Leach and
Lacey Hull in criticizing
French.

PATRICK INTERVENES IN
ERCOT CHIEF’S NEW
CONTRACT

A multimillion-dollar
contract extension for Pab-
lo Vegas, the CEO of the
Electric Reliability Council
of Texas, was put on hold
after Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick
called the amount “shock-
ing,” the San Antonio Ex-
press-News reported.

The six-year contract
approved last week by the
ERCOT board would pro-
vide Vegas with a base sal-
ary of $1.16 million. With
potential performance in-
centives and other benefits,
the total annual compensa-
tion could approach $6.5
million. Patrick took to X
to express his displeasure.

“During a time of in-
creasing utility costs, this
is not the time to give the
CEO of ERCOT a multi-
million-dollar pay raise on
the backs of ratepayers,” he
posted. “I am against this
increase, and I think the
legislature will agree that
the amount is shocking.”

Hours later, the grid op-
erator’s board put the deal
on hold. State rules require
the Public Utility Commis-
sion, which oversees ER-
COT, to approve Vegas’
compensation.

LAWMAKER THREATENS TO
ABOLISH RRC OVER PUBLIC
COMMENT SPAT

The head of the House

oversight committee for the
Texas Railroad Commis-
sion threatened to abolish
the agency after Commis-
sioner Wayne Christian re-
fused  t o  appear  a t  a
hearing, The News report-
ed. He had been called to
testify in response to the
commission’s recent deci-
sion to eliminate public
comment from its meet-
ings.

Christian notified the
committee’s head, state
Rep. Drew Darby, R-San
Angelo, that a prior com-
mitment precluded him
from attending. Darby was
not happy with Christian’s
response.

“A sitting commissioner
absconding from his agen-
cy’s oversight hearing is
nothing more than a mock-
ery of the Texas Legisla-
ture and the legislative
process,” he said. He noted
the Legislature could abol-
ish the commission with a
simple majority vote.

“The Legislature giveth
and it taketh. That is not a
threat. It is a fact,” Darby
said. Christian called Dar-
by’s comments “an attack
on democracy.”

The commission decided
in a split vote last August
to remove public comment
from its regular meetings.
In its place, the staff would
host “listening sessions.”

CRUZ FORGES AHEAD WITH
COLLEGE SPORTS BILL

Despite being loudly
booed during an ESPN
“GameDay” interview at
DKR stadium before the
UT-Ohio State game, U.S.
Sen. Ted Cruz said he is
pushing forward with his
bill to limit player trans-
fers and endorsement
deals, a measure he pre-
dicts will pass the Senate.

The News reported Cruz
argues his legislation is
needed to bring order to a
chaotic environment.

“It cracks down on a
booster in a back alley with
a bag of cash and it ensures
the system can remain
competitive and vibrant,”
Cruz said.

The measure would al-
low athletes one “free”
transfer during their colle-
giate careers. It would
place limits on any addi-
tional transfers, with ex-
ceptions for circumstances
such as a coach leaving or
an athletic program being
terminated. Cruz said it
has been endorsed by 24
conferences and profes-
s ional  sports  leagues
across several sports.

Opponents of the bill say
the talk of “chaos” is exag-
gerated and is being used
to infringe on the rights of
student-athletes while fi-
n a n c i a l l y  b e n e f i t i n g
schools, conferences and
business interests connect-
ed to college sports.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of  community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches,
Lufkin and Cedar Park.
Email:

gborders@texaspress.com.

Medicaid funding restored to Texas hospitals

The lynching epidemic that wasn’t

Even paranoiacs have enemies, they say,
but sometimes they are just paranoid.
Rep. Ayanna Pressley, a founding mem-

ber of the Squad, organized 59 fellow Democrats
to co-sign a letter demanding a federal investiga-
tion of a spate of supposed lynchings that never
happened.

The document pronounced its signatories “ex-
tremely alarmed by reports of Black people found
hanging from trees in numerous states through-
out our country.” “The series of deaths,” the letter
continues, “raises significant suspicion of foul play
given the role of lynching in our nation’s history.”
Pressley and her colleagues call for a federal in-
vestigation of every hanging death of a black per-
son in the U.S., and insist that “inaction by the
federal government is tantamount to complicity.”
The letter deems all of this “a national crisis.”

In a post on X, Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
said how proud she was to sign the missive. She
noted that “this year, there have already been 10
reported hangings of Black people in the U.S.,”
and how we must “address these widespread mod-
ern-day lynchings and put a stop to this racial ter-
ror.”

It apparently didn’t occur to AOC or any of the
other signers to do Google searches of local news
stories about the hangings. If they had, they would
have learned that most of them were acts of sui-
cide — awful in their own right, but not evidence
that we are once again living in the Deep South
circa 1892. These news stories invariably recount
how the local police have concluded a person found
hanging on a tree died by suicide — as well as all
the speculation on social media that something
more insidious must have been at play.

In one horrifying case, a young African-Ameri-
can woman was found hanging from a tree out-
side an abandoned house in Jackson, Mississippi,
and her death was indeed ruled a murder. A CNN
report several days ago related the heightened
scrutiny around the crime given “Mississippi’s long
history of racial violence involving hangings.” The
police have now arrested a 51-year-old suspect and
charged him with murder, although he doesn’t ad-
vance the narrative of the Pressley letter — since
he, too, is African American.

According to Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention figures, more than 11,000 people in the
United States died by suicide by hanging or a re-
lated means in 2024 — or, on average, more than
30 a day. Hundreds of these people were African
Americans. In this context, a handful of black sui-
cides by hanging occurring outdoors over the
course of half a year or more wouldn’t necessarily
be shocking.

The will to believe the worst, though, is very
strong among the people who signed the Pressley
letter. They are perpetually convinced that the
KKK is on the verge of riding again and making
the U.S. the equivalent of the Reconstruction-era
South.

One line in the Pressley letter says that black
people have been found hanging from trees in plac-
es as dispersed as “Mississippi, Michigan and New
York.” The geographic randomness suggests a
widely dispersed social phenomenon; the signato-
ries conclude instead that there are racist mur-
derers seeded throughout the country, all carrying
out brutal, symbolically resonant killings.

This is a terrible thing to believe of one’s own
country — not just of its people, but of all the law-
enforcement authorities who must be suppress-
ing evidence of systematic racial violence. No
matter. The Squad and its ilk have a dim view of
the United States and — as racial obsessives who
consider themselves fearless crusaders for justice
— must find great emotional satisfaction in the
notion that they are fighting the same battle as,
say, the legendary scourge of lynching Ida B.
Wells.

Wells, though, didn’t have to make up outrag-
es, whereas the current crowd tends to give cre-
dence to every story based on a fake noose or a
hate-crime hoax. Pressley and Co. clearly hoped
to stir up a social panic, but the weakness and
irrationality of their argument serve only to un-
derline their own profound and disturbing racial
paranoia.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.SUB

HEADLINE: Lynching Claims Face Scrutiny
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SEASON FOOTBALL WEEK 5
Texans host Cowboys in Texas shootout:
Ohio State faces another tough road game at Iowa

Week 4 in the NFL brings us a
Lone Star showdown as the
Cowboys head to Houston to take
on the Texans.

Both teams have struggled out
of the gate as the Texans dropped
their first two games and the
Cowboys split with the Giants and
Commanders.

This should be an interesting
matchup as Dallas’ high-powered
offense takes on a Texans defense
that has yet to assert itself thus
far.

DeMeco Ryans’ team needs to
get it going, or they could be left
behind in an AFC that is loaded
with good teams.

There are a number of other
interesting games on the Week 4
schedule as AFC South rival
Jacksonville visits Cincinnati,
while the LA Rams head east to
take on the Eagles.

There’s a big one in the AFC
East as New England visits
Buffalo, while Denver visits a
49ers team that has looked very
solid in its first two games.

The defending Super Bowl
champs, the Seattle Seahawks,
host one of the Los Angeles
Chargers, who have been one of
the biggest disappointments in the
first month of the season. Jim
Harbaugh’s dropped back-to-back
home games to Arizona and Las
Vegas, not exactly the cream of the
NFL crop.

There’s an interesting one on
Sunday Night Football as Detroit
visits Carolina, in what could turn
into an offensive shootout.

The college schedule is so-so
this week, with the best two games
coming in the SEC and BIg 10. No.
8-ranked Alabama visits a
Mississippi State team that won
its first three games by averaging
47 points per game and has an
electrifying QB in Kamario Taylor.
You had better believe that the
cowbells will be loud and proud in
Starkville on Saturday.

In the Big 10, No. 7-ranked
Ohio State visits No. 17-ranked
Iowa in a game that yours truly
will be attending. The Hawkeyes
appear to have an offense that can
cause problems this season for
other teams. I’m definitely looking
forward  to being at Kinnick
Stadium for this one.

There’s a good one in the SEC
as No. 21-ranked Florida visits No.
19-ranked Missouri.

In District 14-6A play,
MacArthur and Eisenhower meet
on Thursday night at Thorne
Stadium, while on Friday Nimitz
hosts Dekaney and on Saturday,
Davis and Aldine do battle in
Thorne Stadium.

Before we take a look at this
weekend’s games, let’s review last
week’s record. Another 10-2 week
upped the record to 28-6 (82%).
Now, onto this weekend’s games.

NCAA
Alabama at Mississippi State -

No. 8 Alabama heads to Starkville
to take on a MSU team that has
been one of THE surprise teams
thus far this season winning their
first three games and averaging 47
points along the way. The Bulldogs
are led by dual-threat QB Kamario
Taylor (822 passing yards, 11 TDs/
178 rushing yards, 1 TD), running
back Fluff Bothwell (280 yards, 2
TDs) and wide receiver Zion
Ragins (8 receptions, 159 yards, 3
TDs). This will definitely be MSU’s
biggest test to date as they face a
Crimson Tide team that has been
rolling on offense behind
sophomore QB Keelon Russell (764
passing yards, 4 TDs/133 rushing
yards, 2 TDs), running back Daniel
Hill (210 yards, 3 TDs) and
wideout Ryan Coleman-Williams
(12 receptions, 235 yards, 1 TD).
Look for the ‘Bama defense to turn
up the heat on Kamario in this one
as Kalen DeBoer’s team picks up  a
big road win a week before their
showdown with No. 2-ranked
Georgia. My pick, Alabama 27,
Mississippi State 17

Florida at Missouri - No. 21-
ranked Florida visits No. 19-
ranked Missouri in a key SEC
game for both teams. The Gators
have been another surprise team
as they too won their first three
games behind an explosive offense,
led by former Mizzu QB Aaron
Philo (721 yards, 6 TDs), running
back Jordan Baugh (488 yards, 8
TDs) and productive wide
receivers Vernell Brown III (14
receptions, 246 yards, 2 TDs) and
Dallas Wilson (12 receptions, 225
yards, 2 TDs). The Tigers can score
as well led by QB Austin Simmons
(635 yards, 8 TDs), running back
Jamal Roberts (300 yards, 3 TDs)
and wideouts Darivan Olugbade
(17 receptions, 268 yards, 4 TDs)
and Cayden Lee (14 receptions,
230 yards, 2 TDs). The Tigers
might get star running back
Ahmad Harvey back for this game
and that would be bad news for the
Gators. My pick, Missouri 31,
Florida 27

Ohio State at Iowa - No. 7-
ranked Ohio State has a tough
road test on Saturday when they
take on No. 17-ranked Iowa. After
their Week 2 loss at Texas, OSU
head coach Ryan Day knows there
is little room for error from here on
out if they want to keep their
College Football Playoff hopes
alive. The Buckeyes will be facing
a stout Hawkeyes defense that
allowed 13 points in their first
three games. That unit will get its
first real test on Saturday when

they face a loaded OSU offense led
by QB Julian Sayin (839 yards, 6
TDs), running back Bo Jackson
(230 yards, 2 TDs) and star wide
receiver Jeremiah Smith (21
receptions, 400 yards, 3 TDs). Iowa
has some offensive weapons as
well led by QB Hank Brown (473
yards, 3 TDs), running backs
Kamari Moulton (240 yards, 2
TDs) and Xavier Williams (163
yards, 3 TDs) and wide receiver
Tony Diaz (17 receptions, 201
yards, 1 TD). I think Iowa hangs
around in this one, but look for
Sayin and Smith to hook up on a
big play late to save the day for the
Buckeyes. My pick, Ohio State 26,
Iowa 23

NFL
Dallas at Houston - The Battle

of the Lone Star State takes place
at NRG Stadium at noon on
Sunday on FOX as the Cowboys
visit the Texans. Houston dropped
its first two games of the season
and needs to sort things out on
offense after they were held to six
points two weeks ago against the
Bengals. This might be the week
QB C.J. Stroud (627 yards, 2 TDs)
and Co. get rolling on offense as
they will face a Dallas defense that
has had its issues in the first two
weeks. Stroud will probably be
without his top weapon as wide
receiver Nico Collins is recovering
from yet another hamstring injury.
It seems Collins is hurt every year.
If Collins is out, Houston will need
the team’s other receivers, along
with tight end Dalton Schultz (16
receptions, 173 yards) and running
back David Montgomery (70 yards,
3 TDs) to pick up the slack. The
Houston defense will have its
hands full with QB Dak Prescott
(454 yards, 6 TDs), running back
Javonte Williams (71 yards, 2 total
TDs) and wideout CeeDee Lamb
(13 receptions, 197 yards, 3 TDs). I
think the Texans continue to
struggle on offense as the Cowboys
pick up a big road win. My pick,
Dallas 31, Houston 23

Jacksonville at Cincinnati - A
good one in the AFC pits the
Jaguars against the Bengals.
Jacksonville split their first two
games, while Cinci won their first
two behind QB Joe Burrow (461
yards, 3 TDs), running back Chase
Brown (136 yards, 1 TD) and
wideouts Ja’Marr Chase (9
receptions, 87 yards, 2 TDs) and
Tee Higgins (8 receptions, 154
yards). Jags QB Trevor Lawrence
(434 yards, 4 TDs) will face a much
improved Bengals defense, which

means he must protect the ball
and make plays to wide receiver
Parker Washington (12 receptions,
181 yards, 1 TD). Look for the good
times to continue in the Queen
City as Burrow leads the Bengals
to another early-season win. My
pick, Cincinnati 26, Jacksonville
18

Los Angeles Rams at
Philadelphia - This should be a
good one as the Rams head east to
take on an Eagles team that won
its first two games. Two weeks ago,
the Rams picked up their first win
of the season with a commanding
28-6 win over the Giants. QB
Matthew Stafford (482 yards, 4
TDs) tossed four TDs in that game
and it could get him going for more
big things to come. He has plenty
of help on offense with running
back Kyren Williams (126 yards, 2
total TDs) and wideouts Puca
Nacua and Davaante Adams (11
receptions, 221 yards, 2 TDs).
Nacua missed the NY game, but
should be back for this one. The
Eagles will go as far as QB Jalen
Hurts (467 yards passing 5 TDs/62
yards rushing) takes them. They
need to get running back Saquon
Barkley (92 yards) going. Barkley
missed most of the Tennessee
game two weeks ago with a
shoulder stinger, but should be
ready to go in this one. Hurts has
has found success throwing to wide
receiver DeVonta Smith (13
receptions, 1 TD). My pick, Los
Angeles Rams 24, Philadelphia 20

New England at Buffalo - A big
one in the AFC East as the
defending division champs visit
the Bills on Sunday. Two weeks
ago, Mike Vrabel’s team road its

defense to a 20-3 thumping at
home over the Steelers, while Josh
Allen (582 passing yards, 5 TDs/92
rushing yards, 4 TDs) led the Bills
to a 41-31 win over Detroit. Look
for NE QB Drake Maye (386 yards,
1 TD) to attack a suspect Buffalo
defense and will rely on running
backs Rhamadre Stevenson (94
yards) and TreVeon Henderson (76
yards, 1 TD) to get things done on
the ground to open up the passing
game for Maye. Allen is not a one-
man offense. He has a solid
running back in James Cook (192
yards, 1 TD), a solid tight end in
Dalton Kincaid (12 receptions, 225
yards, 1 TD) and a big-play
wideout in DJ Moore. Look for the
Bills to send a message to the
Patriots that they are the team to
beat in the AFC East this year. My
pick, Buffalo 34, New England 23

Denver at San Francisco - The
Broncos visit the 49ers on Sunday
looking for a big  road win. Two
weeks ago, the Broncos picked up
their first win of the season with a
home win over the Jaguars, while
the 49ers improved to 2-0 with a
35-6 thumping of the woeful
Dolphins. Denver will need a big
game from QB Bo Nix (419 yards,
2 TDs), running back Jonah
Coleman (39 yards) and wide
receiver Jalen Waddle (9
receptions, 140 yards). The 49ers
have some offensive firepower as
well led by QB Brock Purdy (492
yards, 5 TDs), running back
Christian McCaffrey (91 rushing
yards, 2 TDs/9 receptions, 75 yard)
and wideout Mike Evans (9
receptions, 103 yards, 1 TD). Look
for the 49ers to continue their hot
start with a win on Sunday. My

pick, San Francisco 26, Denver 22
Los Angeles Chargers at

Seattle - The Chargers have been
one of the biggest disappointments
in the early going losing back-to-
back home games to Arizona and
Las Vegas, while Seattle has
looked solid with wins over the
Patriots and Cardinals. Seattle has
been getting it done with backup
QB Drew Lock (422 yards, 4 TDs),
rookie running back Jadarian
Price (104 yards) and star wide
receiver Jaxon Smith-Njigba (17
receptions, 277 yards, 4 TDs). LA
QB Justin Herbert (401 yards, 2
TDs/3 interceptions) will be facing
one of the best defenses in football
and I expect that unit will make
things miserable for Herbert come
Sunday. My pick, Seattle 31, Los
Angeles Chargers 20

Detroit at Carolina - The Lions
and Panthers meet on Sunday
Night Football in what could be an
offensive shootout. Detroit has a
load of weapons on offense led by
QB Jared Goff (533 yards, 6 TDs),
running back Jahmyr Gibbs (208
rushing yards, 2 TDs/11 receptions,
91 yards, 1 TD), wide receiver
Amon-Ra St. Brown (19 receptions,
208 yards, 4 TDs) and tight end
Sam LaPorta (11 receptions, 109
yards, 1 TD). The Panthers are led
by QB Bryce Young (648 yards, 6
TDs), running back Chubba
Hubbard (102 yards, 1 TD) and
wideouts Jalen Coker (16
receptions, 207 yards, 2 TDs) and
Tetairoa McMillian (10 receptions,
176 yards). This one could come
down to the final possession and
look for Gibbs to be the difference
maker as the Lions pick up a nice
road win. My pick, Detroit 34,
Carolina 31

NC FOOTBALL
SCORES/SCHEDULES

LAST WEEK IN FOOTBALL
C. E. King 45, Crosby 3
Humble Kingwood 59, Channelview 17
North Shore 35, Atascocita 0
Texas City 49, Galena Park 7

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
THURSDAY, OCT. 1
North Shore at Humble, 7 p.m., Turner
Stadium

FRIDAY, OCT. 2
Channelview at Crosby, 7 p.m., Cougar Stadium
Galena Park at Dayton, 7 p.m., Bronco Stadium

SATURDAY, OCT. 3
C. E. King at Atascocita, 1 p.m., Turner Stadium
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Hispanic heritage month
honoree, Willie Velasquez,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Grande Valley. He found-
ed the Mexican American
Unity Council and then
later on became field direc-
tor for the Southwest
Council of La Raza in 1970.

 From 1972 to 1974, Ve-
lasquez founded and start-
ed work on the Southwest
Voter Registration Educa-
t ion Project  (SVREP)
which would have helped
Latinos be given more in-
volvement with the voting
process. Velasquez also
hoped that the democratic
process was more aware of
the Latino vote.

The mission of SVREP
is to, “Empower Latinos
and other minorities by in-
creasing their participa-
t ion in  the  American
democratic process SVREP
accompl i shes  th is  by
strengthening the capaci-
ty, experience and skills of
Latino leaders, networks,
and organizations through
programs that consistent-
ly train, organize, finance,
develop, expand and mobi-
lize Latino leaders and vot-
ers around an agenda that
reflects their values.

SVREP also sponsors
voting rights lawsuits un-
der the federal Voting
Rights Act and the Califor-
nia Voting Rights Act. To
date SVREP has prevailed
in 87 out of 88 federal Vot-
ing Rights Act cases and
over 70 California Voting
Rights actions.

In 2016 SVREP sued
Bexar County in San An-
tonio, Texas for misinform-
ing constituents about
voter ID rules. SVREP ar-
gued that the voter ID laws

were an attempt to curb
and discourage minorities
from participating in the
electoral process.

Another key initiative
that SVREP sponsors is
their Latino Academy.
Founded in 1997 the Lat-
in Academy trains candi-
dates, campaign workers,
and community leaders/or-
ganizers on the how to run
for elective office including
voter targeting, social me-
dia, messaging, fundrais-
i n g ,  c a m p a i g n
management, voter regis-
tration, and get out the
vote; once leaders/organiz-
ers have completed the
training tracks they are
eligible to act as project co-
ordinators, treasurers, and
chairs for a voter registra-
tion project in their com-
munity.

Once candidates com-
plete the training they are
urged to run for office -
t h o u g h  n o n p a r t i s a n
SVREP does not endorse

candidates. Through the
Latino Academy individu-
als are exposed to grass-
roots organizing and voter
registration and mobiliza-
tion techniques.

SVREP partners with
the William C. Velasquez
Institute (WCVI) founded
in 1985 to run a “policy and
governance” version of the
Latino Academy which fo-
cuses on training elected
officials on ethics and pub-
lic policy options.

Since 1985 WCVI has
trail-blazed, broadening
the Latino Agenda and
was the first national Lat-
ino organization to use
Survey and Demographic
Research to Guide Political
Action. To learn more vis-
it: www.wcvi.org.

The William C. Velasqu-
ez Jr. Day honors his life
and legacy in civic engage-
ment and Latino voting
rights. While not a paid
state holiday for all em-
ployees, Willie Velasquez
Day is recognized through
public ceremonies, educa-
tional events, and commu-
nity activities in Texas,
especially in regions with
strong Latino political en-
gagement.

Velasquez did not live
long enough to see his ac-
complishments flourish.
He died in 1988 due to kid-
ney cancer. Velasquez was
survived by his wife Janie
Sarabia and three chil-
dren.

In 1995, Velasquez was
posthumously honored
with the Presidential Med-
al of Freedom by President
Bill Clinton

William “Willie” C. Velasquez Jr.
May 9, 1944 ~ June 15, 1988

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

HOUSTON — State
Representative Ana Her-
nandez is taking her leg-
islative outreach on the
road this weekend, invit-
ing constituents from
across District 143 to a
series of “Community
Conversations” on Satur-
day, October 3.

The day-long tour will
make four stops across
the East End, North
Channel, Channelview,
and Baytown, offering
residents a chance to
meet with the Represen-
tative, ask questions, and
discuss local and state is-
sues in a casual setting.

The tour is broken up

Hernandez to Host Multi-Stop
‘Community Conversations’ Tour
Across District 143 This Saturday

State Rep. Ana Hernandez

geographically to make it
convenient for residents
across the sprawling dis-
trict to attend. The sched-
ule is as follows:

· East End: 9:00 to
10:30 a.m. at Doña Mar-
ia, located at 2601 Navi-
gation Blvd., Houston, TX
77003.

· North Channel: 11:00
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Tep-

atitlan, located at 10337
East Fwy., Houston, TX
77029.

· Channelview: 1:00 to
2:30 p.m. at La Taza
Corazón, located at 527
Sheldon Rd., Channel-
view, TX 77530.

· Baytown: 3:00 to 4:30
p.m. at Sabor of Mexico,
located at 208 W Texas
A v e . ,  B a y t o w n ,  T X
77520.

Constituents are en-
couraged to drop by any
of the four locations
throughout the day.
While the events are
open to the public.

To RSVP or for more
information, residents
can email
anahernandezcampaign
@gmail.com.
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Nate Bargatze star in “The Bread winner.”

“The Bread winner.”

Q:I recently discovered the series
“Sweet Magnolias” on Netflix and
binged all five seasons over the sum-
mer. Is there going to be a sixth one
anytime soon? — J.I.

A:Unfortunately, Netflix recently an-
nounced that there won’t be any more
new episodes of “Sweet Magnolias” after
the fifth season concluded in June. This
has come as a shock to the show’s fans
because one of the couples, namely Dana
Sue (Brooke Elliott) and Ronnie (Bran-
don Quinn), appeared to be headed to-
ward “Splitsville.”

JoAnna Garcia Swisher, who played
Maddie, had nothing but kind words for
the show, despite the bittersweet an-
nouncement of its cancellation. She stat-
ed, “‘Sweet Magnolias’ came into my
world during a chapter that held some of
my deepest loss [the death of both of her
parents] and, somehow, some of my great-
est joy.”

The series is based on the “Sweet Mag-
nolias” novels that were written by Sher-
ryl Woods. Perhaps fans can find a proper
conclusion for their favorite characters
inside those pages. Netflix also recently
announced that the show’s executive pro-
ducer and showrunner Sheryl J. Ander-
son is creating a new show for the
streamer, called “Ladies of the House.”
Swisher’s set to produce and possibly
even star in it, too.

This new series is also based on a set
of novels that feature three female cen-
tral characters. The “Ladies of the House”
books are written by Lauren Edmonson.

***
Q:Is there anywhere I can stream

“Murphy Brown”? I’ve noticed it’s
missing on all the ones I subscribe
to. — E.D.

A:According to TVLine, the original
seasons of the Emmy-winning hit come-
dy series “Murphy Brown” have been un-
able to find a home on any of the
streaming platforms due to music rights.
It’s the same reason why shows like
NBC’s “Homicide” weren’t streamable for
many years, until Peacock was able to
secure the show with partial rights.

According to TVLine, “Murphy Brown”
creator Diane English explained that the
show “used one and sometimes two piec-
es of original music” when crafting unique

opening sequences for each episode.
But here’s a bit of good news: There

was a “Murphy Brown” 13-episode reviv-
al series that was released in 2018, and
you can find these episodes on the free
streaming service Tubi.

***
Q: Is it true that Helen Mirren and

Pierce Brosnan didn’t want to work
with Tom Hardy on “MobLand” any-
more? — L.L.

A:While the Paramount+ series “Mo-
bLand” returned for its second season this
September, it was rumored that star Tom
Hardy wouldn’t be returning for a third.
His co-stars Helen Mirren and Pierce Bro-
snan recently denied that Hardy was a
pill to deal with on set. Mirren stated that
she loves working with Hardy, hopes to
share more scenes with him in the future,
and called him “the most amazing actor.”

Some chatter on the internet includes
theories that Paramount started the ru-
mors of Hardy being difficult because
they didn’t want to pay him his worth.
Fortunately, the two parties have come
to some kind of agreement because Har-
dy will be back for season three.

S e n d  m e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a t
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

JoAnna Garcia Swisher as Maddie in “Sweet
Magnolias”

“Tony” (R) — Dominic
Sessa, who had his break-
through role in the come-
d y - d r a m a  f i l m  “ T h e
Holdovers” (2023), leads
this biographical coming-
of-age film directed by
Matt Johnson (“Nirvanna
the Band the Show the
Movie”). Sessa plays the
titular character Tony, aka
Anthony Bourdain, but
well before Bourdain ever
became the celebrity chef
many would come to know
and love. Taking place in
1975, the film follows a 19-
year-old Tony, who’s a stu-
dent in Vassar College
with aspirations of being a
writer. Life doesn’t go ex-
actly as planned, though,
and he lands a job at a sea-
food restaurant in Provin-
cetown, Massachusetts.
Once there, however, Tony
finds himself drawn to the
atmosphere of the restau-
rant and starts working
his way up, catching the
attention of the head chef
Jose (Antonio Banderas).
“Tony” is out now to rent
or purchase! (Amazon
Prime Video)

“The 2026 MTV Video
Music Awards” (TV-14)
— As MTV has become less
of a staple in music lovers’
lives, their VMA award
show has admittedly lost
its touch. Still, MTV al-
ways aims to recapture the
m a g i c  o f  p a s t  a w a r d
shows, and this time,
they’re doing so by bring-
ing Madonna back to the
VMAs after 23 years! Not
only is she the opening per-
former, but she also leads
the pack with 13 nomina-
tions for her recent album
“Confessions II.” Natural-
ly, Taylor Swift follows her
with 11 nominations for
“The Life of a Showgirl,”
and Sabrina Carpenter
trails Swift with nine nom-
inations for her hit album
“Man’s Best Friend.” Addi-
tionally, Nirvana will be
honored with the legend-
ary Michael Jackson Vid-
eo Vanguard Award. If you
missed the live event, it’s
available to stream now!
(Paramount+)

“ S a t u r d a y  N i g h t
Live: Season 52” (TV-
MA) — It’s crazy to think

that it’s already been two
years since “SNL 50,” but
here we are, welcoming in
the 52nd season of Lorne
M i c h a e l s ’  l a t e - n i g h t
sketch-comedy show. Two
new cast members have
been announced since
Chloe Fineman’s (“Love
Language”) departure
from the show after seven
seasons — the first being
Saidah Belo-Osagie and
G r a c e  R e i t e r  ( “ R u n
Amok”). Reiter is the first
SNL cast member to be
born in the 2000s. This
season will feature hosts
like New York Knicks
MVP Jalen Brunson, “Ob-
session” star Inde Navar-
rette, and comedian Shane
Gillis (“Madden”). Mean-
while, upcoming musical
guests include girl group
Katseye, Spanish singer
and actress Rosalia (“Eu-
phoria”), and pop star Gra-
cie Abrams. The f irst
episode is  out now to
stream! (Peacock)

“The Breadwinner”
(PG)  — This  fami ly -
friendly comedy film was
co-written by Nate Bar-
gatze and also features the
stand-up comedian in his
first feature-length star-
ring role. Bargatze plays a
family man, also named
Nate, and he’s the top em-
ployee at his car dealer-
ship. Meanwhile, his wife,
Katie (Mandy Moore), is a
stay-at-home mom who
tends to their three daugh-
ters. But when Katie in-
vents a product that lands
a successful deal on “Shark
Tank,” their roles get re-
versed, as Katie must trav-
el to South Korea for two
weeks. Nate now takes on
the role of a stay-at-home
parent, and he quickly re-
alizes that it isn’t an easy
feat. Colin Jost (“Saturday
Night Live”), Kumail Nan-
jiani (“See You When I See
You”), and Will Forte (“The
Four Seasons”) co-star in
the film, which is out now
to stream! (Netflix)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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Mustangs shut out Eagles, 35 - 0,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Houston Methodist Baytown Hospital
recognized as 2026 top performer

BAYTOWN TX – All
eight Houston Methodist
acute care hospitals are
top performers in Vizient’s
Bernard A. Birnbaum,
MD, Quality Leadership
annual rankings, which
provide a national hospital
scorecard focused on pa-
tient safety and quality
metrics. Houston

Methodist Hospital fin-
ished No. 3 in its cohort for
the second consecutive
year — the hospital’s high-
est ranking. In addition,
all seven Houston Method-
ist  network hospitals
ranked among the top 10
in their respective surveys,
with two – Houston Meth-
odist Willowbrook Hospi-
tal and Houston Methodist
B a y t o w n  H o s p i t a l  –
ranked No. 1 in their re-
spective cohorts.

“Each day, our physi-
cians and employees keep
our patients at the center
of everything we do, and
this recognition is a direct
result of their steadfast
commitment to delivering
the safest, highest-quality
care possible,” said Marc L.
Boom, M.D., president and
CEO of Houston Method-
ist. “Their unwavering fo-
cus on safe, quality and
compassionate care is
what drives the exception-
al outcomes our patients
expect and deserve.”

Rankings-eligible hospi-

Adrienne Joseph, CEO of Houston
Methodist Baytown Hospital and
senior vice president of Houston
Methodist.

tals are determined by the
quality of patient care in
six areas: safety, mortali-
ty, effectiveness, efficiency,
patient centeredness and
variation of care. This
year’s results are as fol-
lows:

-Houston Methodist
Hospital — Ranked No. 3
out of 122, Comprehensive
Academic Medical Centers

-Houston Methodist
Willowbrook Hospital —

Ranked No. 1 out of 225, Large, Special-
ized Complex Care Medical Centers

-Complex Care Medical Centers co-
hort (out of 238 hospitals):

-Houston Methodist Baytown Hospi-
tal — Ranked No. 1

-Houston Methodist West Hospital —
Ranked No. 2

-Houston Methodist Cypress Hospital
— Ranked No. 3

-Houston Methodist The Woodlands
Hospital — Ranked No. 4

-Houston Methodist Sugar Land Hos-
pital — Ranked No. 10

-Houston Methodist Clear Lake Hos-
pital — Ranked No. 4 out of 280, Com-
munity Hospitals

“We are deeply honored to receive this
recognition from Vizient, which affirms
our commitment to providing safe, pa-
tient-centered,” said Adrienne Joseph,
CEO of Houston Methodist Baytown
Hospital and senior vice president of
Houston Methodist. “This achievement
belongs to our entire team, whose dedi-
cation to excellence and compassion
helps ensure our patients receive the
highest level of care.”

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

HOUSTON, TX - Dr. David Persse, the
former Houston chief medical officer, has
died at age 66, according to a statement
from the Houston Fire Department.

On Monday, HFD said in a Facebook
post that Persse sustained a severe spinal
injury while swimming off Hermosa Beach,
California, on Saturday. Fire officials said
that he was pulled from the water and re-
suscitated by bystanders before being hos-
pitalized. Sadly, Persse later succumbed to
his injuries.

Persse served the City of Houston, in-
cluding serving 29 years as HFD’s EMS
physician director.

Houston Mayor John Whitmire shared
the following statement regarding Persse’s
death:

“Dr. David Persse was a dedicated pub-
lic servant who spent more than 30 years
protecting the health and safety of Hous-
tonians.

Former Houston Chief Medical Officer
Dr. David Persse Passes Away at 66

His knowledge and ex-
perience helped guide my
administration through
emergencies and some of
our city’s most challenging
public health issues. I am
grateful for his service to
Houston and for the lasting
legacy he leaves behind.”

HFD Fire Chief Thomas
Muñoz posted the following
statement that read in
part:

“Dr. Persse was a pio-
neer whose impact on the
Houston Fire Department
cannot be overstated.

For more than 30 years,
he helped shape the way
our firefighters and para-
medics care for people on
the worst days of their
lives.

He challenged us to be
better, pushed EMS for-
ward and never lost sight
of the people behind the
medicine.

But to generations of
HFD members, he was also
a teacher, a mentor and a
trusted friend.”

HFD described him as a
pioneer in emergency med-
icine; his leadership helped
shape Houston EMS and
advance patient care, while
his teaching and mentor-
ship influenced genera-
t i o n s  o f  p h y s i c i a n s ,
firefighters, paramedics,
and EMTs.

Persse also helped guide
t h e  C i t y  o f  H o u s t o n
through the COVID-19
pandemic in 2020.

Kendrick, No. 14, with one.
Kicker Rey Amezquita
added five extra points.

Quarterback Ja’Voris
Taylor completed 8 of 9
pass attempts for an 88.9
percent completion rate.

North Shore finished with
390 yards of total offense,
including 216 passing
yards and 174 rushing
yards.

Linda Jamail served as
statistician.

The Mustangs, now 5-0
overall, will travel to Turn-
er Stadium in Humble to
face the 1-4 Humble Wild-
cats in a district game
Thursday, Oct. 1, at 7 p.m.

Mustang’s Homecoming Team Captains. L – R: #21-Rashaad Williams, #78-Abdus Kone, #8-La’Damian Defreeze,
#28-Kendrick Brown. (Photo by Linda Jamail)

#97 Zackory Achane Mustangs defensive lineman
sacks qb #10 Ayden Perkins. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

#8 La’Damian Defreeze catches a 44 yd pass from QB
Ja’Voris Taylor for a TD. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

#14 Jaden Kendrick scores a Nshore TD on 9 yrd pass.
(Photo by Allan Jamail)

#16 Darrell Haynes scoring 1 of 3 TD’s on a qb
keeper. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

Having one AED on the campus of YouthReach Ministries in Sheldon wasn’t
enough, according to the state of Texas, so Rotarian Scott Stephens and Melody
Stephens donated a second one to the boys home on Monday. They donated the
first one 12 years ago and they have been regular contributors to the ministry
throughout the years. The ministry works with young men with a troubled past
and prepares them in a Christian environment to be real contributors to society.
The ministry was founded by Curt and Shelley Williams.

Galena Park ISD is
proud to recognize Cintya
Pena Briones, the District
4 recipient of the 2026 He-
roes for Children Award
from the State Board of
Education. This presti-
gious honor recognizes in-
dividuals whose volunteer
service has made a lasting
i m p a c t  o n  s t u d e n t s ,
schools, and communities
across Texas.

Ms. Pena Briones is one
of only 14 award recipients
statewide, reflecting her
exceptional commitment to

Making a Difference: Cintya
Pena Briones Recognized as a
Hero for Children

Galena Park ISD (GPISD)
during the 2025–2026
school year. She dedicated
countless hours to support-
ing North Shore Elementa-
ry School and advocating
for student success. Her
generosity, leadership, and
passion for helping others
have positively influenced
students and families
while contributing to a
strong campus culture.

In recognition of this
outstanding achievement,
Ms. Pena Briones was hon-

ored during the September
Board meeting, where she
received a certificate on
behalf of the Board of
Trustees and Dr. John
Moore, Superintendent of
Schools.

Galena Park ISD sin-
cerely thanks Ms. Pena
Briones for her unwaver-
ing dedication and service.
Congratulations on this
well-deserved recognition,
and thank you for making
a difference in the lives of
GPISD students.

Stephens Family Donates
Second AED to YouthReach
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